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0.F THE

S E N AT E
OF THE

Commonwealth of Pe7insylvama.

Tuesday, December 1, 1807^

A HIS being the day appointed by die Constitution

for the meeting of the General Assembly, the Senate

convened.

Twenty-three Members present^

On motion,

The returns of election to supply the places of those

Members whose time had expired, were read; by
which it appeared, that the following named persons

were returned as duly elected at the late general election,

to wit :

By the district composed!
of the city of Phila- I

delphia, the county of ^'Edward He s ton.
' Philadelphia, and the

j

county of Dela^vare, J
By the district composed

-j

of the county of Mont" [-Jonathan Roberts, jun.

gomery, - - J



^James Brady.
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By the district composed^
of the counties of Nor- I , * /-.

thampton, Wayne, and
^-Matthias Guess.

Luzerne, - - J
By the district composed -^

of the counties of York vThomas Campbell.
and Adams, - - J

By the district composed -v

ofthe county of Frank- tArchibald Rankin.
lin, - - J

By the district composed'^
ofthe counties ofWest- 1

moreland, Armstrong,
and Indiana, (including

Jefferson)

Mr. Lane (late Speaker) informed the Senate, that

jn the recess of the legislature, he had received a letter

from Henry Wertz, jun. the Member representing the

district composed of the counties of Bedford, Hunting-
don, Somerset and Cambria, resigning his seat in the

Senate—That thereupon he issued his ^vnts of election,

agreeably to the 15th section of the Act of the 15th
February, 1799, directing the sheriffs of the respective

counties contained within the said district, to hold
elections to supply the said vacancy, on the day of the

general election then next following—That in pursuance
thereof, a return had been made to the office of the

Secretary of the Commonwealth.
Whereupon,

The said return was read ; by which it appeared, that

Jacob Blocher was returned as duly elected a Member
of the Senate, in the place of Henry Wertz, jun. for

the district aforesaid.

On motion.

The Senate proceeded to the election of Speaker, (the

Clerks being first appointed tellers) and, on counting the

votes, it appeared that Presley Car Lane had twenty-two
votes, and James Brady one vote.

Whereupon,
Presley Car Lane was declared to be duly elected

Speaker of the Senate; and, being conducted to the

chair, made his ackno^^'ledgments for the honor con-

ierred upon him by the Senate.
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On motion of Mr. Mitchell and Mr. Hart,

Mr. Vance administered to the Speaker the usual

-oaths of office.

Thereupon,
The requisite qualifications were administered to the

following new Members, by the Speaker, to imt:

Edward Heston, Thomas Campbell,
Jonathan Roberts, jun. James Brady,
Matthias Geess, Jacob Blocher.
Archibald Rankin,

Moved by Mr. Hkrt and Mr. Roberts,

That when Senate adjourn, the adjournment be to

Jialf past ten o'clock to-morrow morning; which was
not agreed to.

Whereupon,
The Senate adjourned till 11 o'clock to-morrow

morninar.

Wednesday^ December 2, 1807.

On motion of Mr. Vance and Mr. Mitchell,

It was unanimously agreed, That the Clerk of the

Senate read the Declaration of Independence, and that

it be inserted at large on the Journal.

Whereupon,
The Declaitttion of Independence was read as follows,

,to ivit :

''A DECLARATION by t/ienEPRESEi^TATiYEs of
//z^ United States of America, in Congress as-

sembled, 4th July, 1776.

**When, in the course of human events, it be-

comes necessary for one people to dissolve the political

bands M^hich have connected them with another, and to

assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and
equal station to which the laws of nature and of nature's

God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of
mankind requires that they should declare the causes
which impel them to a separation.
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** We hold these truths to be self-evident—that all

men ai^e created equal ; that they are endowed by their

Creator with certain inalienable rights ; tliat among these

are life, liberty, and the piu'suit of happiness. That,
to secure these rights, governments are instituted among
men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the

governed; that ^\henevcr any form of ccovernment be-

comes destructive of these ends, it is the right of the

people to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new gov-
ernment, laying its foundation on sucli principles, and
organizing its pov«ers in such form, as to them shall

seem most likely to effect their safety and happiness.

—

Prudence, indeed, will dictate, that governments long

established should not be changed for light and transient

causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn, that

mankind ai'e more disposed to suffer, Vv-hile evils are

sufferable, than to rinlit themselves bv aboiishino: the

forms to -wliich they are accustomed. But when a long

train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably

the same object, evinces a design to reduce them under
absolute despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to

throv/ off such go^'ernment, and to provide new guards
for their future securit}'. Such has been the patient

sufferance of these colonies ; and such is now the neces-

sity which constrains them to alter their former systems
of go'vernment.—The history of the present King of

Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurp-

ations, all having in direct object the establishment of

an absolute tyranny over these States. To prove this,

let facts be submitted to a candid v\-orld.

*' He has refused his assent to lau's, the most whole-

some and necessary for the public good.,
'

' He has forbidden his Governors to pass laws of im-

mediate and pressing importance, unless suspended in

their operation, till his assent should be obtained; aiid,

when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend

to thcrn.

" He has refused to pass other laws, for the accom-
modation of large districts of people, unless those

people ^voiild relinquish the riglit of representation in

the Legislature—a right inestimable to them, and for.

midable to tvrants c:ilv.
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*' He has called together legislative bodies, at plaices

unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the depo-

sitory of their public records, for the sole purpose of

fatiguing them into compliance with his measures,
" He has dissolved Representative Houses repeat^

edly, for opposing, with manly fi:rmness, his iavasibns

on the rights of the People, . . j ;
'

; ?

*' He has refused, for a long time: after such dissolu-

tions, to cause others to be elected ; whereby the legis-

lative powers, incapable of annihilation, havo returned

to the people at large, for their exercise ; the State

remaining, in the mean time, exposed to ail the danger

of invasion from without, and convulsions within.
" He has endeavored to prevent the population of

these States ; for that purpose obstructing the laws for

naturalization of foreigners ; refusing to pass others, to

encourage their migration hither, and raising the con-

ditions of new appropriations of lands.

'"He has obstructed the administration of justice,

by refusing his assent to laws, for establishing Judiciary

Powers.
" He has made Judges dependent on his will alone,

for the tenure of their offices, and the amount and pay-
ment of their salaries.

" He has erected a multitude of new offices, and sent

hither swarms of officers, to harass our people, and eat

out their substance.
'* He has kept among us, in times of peace, standing

armies, without the consent of our Legislatures.
" He has affected to render the military independent

of, and superior to, the civil power.
" He has combined with others, to subject us to a

jurisdiction, foreign to our Constitution, and unac-

knowledged by our laws
; giving his assent to tlieir

acts of pretended legislation.

" For quartering large bodies of armed troops among
us:

—

" For protecting them, by a mock trial, from pun-
ishment for any murders which they should commit on
the inhabitants of these States :

—

" For cutting off our trade with all parts of the

world ;

—
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r " For imposing taxes on us without our consent:-^
- n*^!For depriving us, in many cases, of tiic benefits of
'the trial by jury :

—

" For tninsporting us beyond seas, to be tried for

pretended offences :—
;*i* For abolishing the free system of English laws in

a neighboring province, establishing therein an arbitrary

government, and enlarging its boundaries so as to ren-

der it at once an example and fit instrument, for intro-

jducing the same absolute rule into these colonies :-

—

"For taking away our charters, abolishing our most
valuable laws, and altering fundamentally the forms of
our governments :

—

" For suspending our own Legislatures, and declar-

ing themselves invested with power, to legislate for us
in all cases whatsoever.

" He has abdicated government here, by declaring

us out of his protection, and waging war against us.
" He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts,

burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of our people.
'' He is, at this time, transporting large armies of

foreign mercenaries to complete the works of death,

desolation, and tyranny, already begun, with circum-
stances of cruelty and perfidy, scarcely paralleled in the

most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the head of

a civilized nation.

" He has constrained our fellow citizens, taken cap-

tive on the high seas, to bear arms against their coun-
try, to become the executioners of their friends and
brethren, or to fall themselves by their hands.

" He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us^

and has endeavored to bring on the inhabitants of our
frontiers, the merciless Indian savages, whose known
rule of w^arfare is an undistinguished destruction of all

ages, sexes, and conditions.

"In every stage of these oppressions, we have peti-

tioned for redress, in the most humble terms ; our re-

peated petitions have been answered only by repeated

injury. A Prince whose character is thus marked by
every act ^vhich may define a tyrant, is unfit to be the

ruler of a Free People.
" Nor ha^e we been wanting in attention to our Brit-
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ish brethren. We have warned them, from time to

time, of attempts made by their Legislature to extend

an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have re-

minded them of the circumstances of our emigration

and settlement here. We have appealed to their native

justice and magnanimity, and we have conjured them,

by the ties of our common kindred, to disavow these

usurpations, which w^ould inevitably interrupt our con-

nections and correspondence. They, too, have been
deaf to the voice of justice and consanguinity. We
must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity which de-

nounces our separation, and hold them, as we hold the

rest of mankind—enemies in war—in peace, friends.

" WE, therefore, the Representatives of the United
States of America, in Congress assembled, appealing

to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude

of our intentions, Do, in the name and by the autho-

rity of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly

declare, that these United Colonies arc, and, of right,

ought to be Free and Independent States :—that they

are absolved from all allegiance to the British Crown,
and that all political connection, bet^veen them and the

State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dis-

solved ; and that, as Free and Independent States,

they have full power to levy war, conclude peace,

contract alliances, establish commerce, and to do all

other acts and things which Independent States may
of right do. And for the support of this declaration,

with a firm reliance on the protection of Divine Pro-

vidence, we mutually pledge to each other our lives,

our fortunes, and our sacred honor."

Signed by order and in behalf of the Congress,

JOHN HANCOCK, Pres,

Attest. Cha. Thomson, Sec.

Neiv-Hampshire. Rhode-Island^ ^c.
Josiah Bartlet, Stephen Hopkins^
Wm. Whipple, Wm. Ellei-y.

Math. Thornton. Connecticut.

Massachusetts-Bay. Roger Sherman
Samuel Adams, Sam. Huntington,
John Adams, Wm. Williams,
Rob. T. Paine, Oii\'er Wolcott.
Elbridge GeiT)-. 2
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Wm. Floyd,

Philip Livingston,

Francis Lewis,
Lewis Morris.

Ne'iv-Je?'sey.

Rich. Stockton,

John Witherspoon,
Fra. Hopkinson,
John Hart,

Ab. Clark.
• Pennsyhania.

Robert Morris,

Benjamin Rush,
Benjamin Franklin,

John Morton,
Geo. Clymer,
James Smith,

Geo. Taylor,

James \Mlson,
Geo. Ross.

Delaivare.

Cesar Rodney,
Thomas M 'Kean

,

George Read.

Maryland.
Samuel Chase,

Wm. Paca,

Thomas Stone,

Cha. Carroll, of Ca.

Virginia.

George Wythe,
Rich. H. Lee,

Tho. Jefferson,

Benj. Harrison,

Tho. Nelson, jun.

Fra. Light. Lee,

Carter Braxton.

North- Carolina.

Wm. Hooper,
Joseph Hewes,
John Penn.

Soiit/i- Carolina.

Edward Rutledgc,

Tho. Heyward, jun.-

Tho. Lynch, jun.

Art. Middleton.

Georgia.

But. Gwinnet,
Lyman Hall,

Geo. Walton,

Thereupon,
The following resolution was, on motion of Mr.

Vance and Mr. M'Arthur, read, and
Ordered to lie on the table, to ivit :

^Vhereas our relations with foreign powers stand in a

precarious situation, particularly with the government
of Great Britain ; and whereas the late outrages com-
mitted en our sovereignty, as a free and independent

nation, have not, perhaps, been exceeded in the histor}^

of civilized nations, and for Avhich it remains, uncertain

whether that government is disposed to make such ac-

knowledgments and satisfaction, as one independent

nation should expect from another ; and, as war may
probably ensue.

Therefore,

Resolved, That a committee of Members be
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appointed by tlie Senate, to join a committee from tlie

House of Representatives, (should that House think

proper to appoint such committee) for the purpose of

addressing the general government, expressive of the

assurances of our support and co-operation, in such mea-
sures as Congress m.ay think expedient to adopt, rela-

tive to the present circumstances in which we stand

with the Governmicnt of Great Britain.

The Speaker laid before the Senate, a letter from Sa-

n:iuel A. Otis, Secretary of the Senate of the United
States, informing of the transmission of a copy of their

journal, for th'> use of the Senate of Pennsylvania ; and

the said letter ^vas read, and, with the copy of the jour-

nal of t he Senate x)f the United States,

Laid upon the table.

The Speaker also laid before the Senate, a letter from
the Secretary of the Commonwealth, Vvith the proposals

therein referred to, ^"s hich were severally read, as follow,

loivii:

For prhithig the Journal in the English language,

W. C. Smyth asks iS 12 per sheet, for 600 copies,

rule & fig. work, 16 do.

18 SO 1200
John R. Mathews, 13 do.

18 do.

Jolm Burnside, 14 do.

24 do.

William Greear, 15 75 do.

25 do.

Henry Grimier, 25 do.

William Dixon, 30 for 1350
For printing the Journal in the German language^

Henry Grimier asks gll per sliect.

Benjamin Mayer 12
Peter Joseph Forster 12

for figure work, 14
C. J. Hutter 14
G. & P. Albright 16

For priming the Bills,

William Greear asks 1 page g I

2 pages 1 50
3 2 75
^ . 3 25
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John Buriiside asks

John R. MathcAvs

1 page

2 pages

3
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that partial injuries of this nature are constantly accru-

ing in almost every district of the county. The peti-

tioners therefore pray, That if it be not deemed advis-

able to pass a general law, the legislature will grant to

. the county of Chester, an act for the taxation of dogs

;

and the same was read, and

Laid upon the table.

Mr. Leib and Mr. Darlington, a committee frofn the

House of Representatives, being introduced, informed

Senate that the House of Representatives is organized,

and ready to proceed to business.

On motion,

Mr. Hart and Mr. Wayne were appointed to inform

the House of Representatives, that Senate is duly or-

ganized, and ready to proceed to business.

And, after some time,

Mr. Hart reported that the committee had performed
that service.

On motion of Mr. M'Arthur and Mr. Hiester,

The following resolution was twice read, considered,

and adopted, to wit :

Resolved, That each Member, and each Clerk of the

Senate be furnished, during the present session, with
two daily newspapers, or as many weekly papers as

shall not exceed the price of two daily ones.

On motion of Mr. Roberts and Mr. Hart,

Agreed, That the choice of Sergeant-at-Arms and
Door-keeper, be the order of the day for Friday next.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented

an Extract from the Journal of that House, which was
read, as follows, to wit:

" In the House of Representatiijes^

''December 2, 1807.
"Resolved, That a committee be appointed to join

a committee from the Senate, (if the Senate shall appoint

such committee) to wait on the Governor, and inform
him that the General Assembly is duly organized, and
ready to receive his communications.

' " And ordered. That Mr. C. Smith, Mr. Porter, and
Mr. Espey, be a committee for that purpose."

On motion,

Mr. Mitchell, Mr. Miller, and Mr. Slaymaker, were
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appointed to wait upon the Governor, in conjunction

with the committee of the House of Representatives,

and inform him that the General Assembly is duly or-

ganizedj and ready to recci\'e his communications.

And, after some time, Mr. Mitchell reported that the

committee had performed that service, and that the

Governor informed the committee, that he A\-ould make
his communications to the General Assembly in the

chamber of the House of Representatives, to-morro-w,

at twelve o'clock at noon.

Adjourned till 11 o'clock to-morrow morning.

Thursday, December 3, 1807-

Mr. Roberts presented the petition of Ann Rambo,
executrix, and Jacob Shainline, executor of the last

will and testament of Abraham Rambo, late of the

township of Upper Merion, in the county of Montgo-
men^, deceased, stating, that tiie said Abraham Rambo
sold a certain piece of land to William Bailey, and re-

ceived the full consideration therefor ; but, as the said

Rambo died before a conveyance of the said property

was executed, and as no provision is made in his will

to supply the deficiency, the j^etitioners therefore pray

tD be enabled by law to convey the said land to Mr.
Bailey ; and the same Avas t^vice read, and referred to

Mr. Roberts, Mr. Wayne, and Mr. Rahm, to consider

and report thereon.

Mr. Miller presented the petition of Catharine Kaj'I,

widovv^ of George Karl, late of Manheim township, in

the count}' of York, deceased, stating that the peti-

tioner's husband, shortly before his decease, sold a piece

of land to William Young of the same county, for the

sum of one hundred and eighty pounds, four shillings

and six-pence, of which the sum of one hundred and
twenty-one pounds, seventeen shillings and six-pence

was paid to the said George Karl, in the presence of

the petitioner, but no receipt was given therefor ; and,

as the said Karl died without having conveyed the said

land to the said Young—and, as the defect cannot be
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provided for, but by an act of the legislature, the peti-

tioner therefore prays, That Jacob Rudizell and George
Karl, administrators to the estate of the deceased, may
be authorized to make a conveyance to the said Young,
on the balance of the purchase-money being paid ; and
tiie said petition was read, and

Laid upon the table.

Mr. Slaymaker presented the petition of John Riddle,

praying to be appointed Door-keeper ; which Was read,

and
1

Laid upon the table.

Mr. M'Arthur presented the petition of the subscri-

bers thereto, inhabitants of Crawford county, praying

that Muddy creek, a branch of French creek, in the

said county, from its junction with French creek to

Elder Hutchison's saw-mill, may be declared a public

highway ; and the same was read, and
1

Laid upon the table.

The Secretary of the Commonwealth presented two
several messages from the Governor; which were read,

as follow, to wk :

To the Senate and House of Representathes of the Com-
monweahh of Pennsyhan'ia.

Gentlemen,
AT the last session of the legiskiture, the following

resolution was passed :
' That, from and after the next

term of the supreme court, it shall not be lawful for

any counsellor, attorney, or other person, to read,

within any court of this Commonwealth, any prece-

dent, or case of law decided in any court, except

such as have taken, or may take place, in some court

of the United States.'

This important resolution was presented, by a com-
mittee, for my approbation, at a late period of the ses-

sion; while I was under the pressure of other public

business, and severely afflicted with a personal malady.

It was, therefore, impossible to bestow, at that time,

a proper attention upon the subject; so as to acquit

myself, equally, of the respect which I owe to legis-

lative propositions; and of the fidelity, with which I

have always been anxious to perform the duties of the

executirve office.
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A diiFerence of opinion, both in public and in pri-

vate life, is natural to mankind ; and an honest differ-

ence of opinion, ought nevty to produce passion, pre-

judice, or reproach. Whenever it has been my mis-

fortune to differ from the opinion of the Senate and the

House of Representatives of Pennsylvania, I have not
ventured to arraign the purity of their motives; al-

though 1 may, sometimes, have been tempted, on ac-

count of that difference, to question the correctness of
my own judgment. Upon every occasion, however,
and particularly upon the present, I have hoped for a

reciprocity of indulgence and candor. And when I

exercise a constitutional right to declare, that I cannot

approve the resolution, be assured, gentlemen, that I

seek not to pronounce a sentence of condemnation upon
others ; but merely to assign reasons in vindication of

myself. To you, to our constituents, and to posterity,

the reasons of dissent are, therefore, submitted ; not

in a' vain spirit of contradiction and controversy ; but,

as tlie dictates of conscience, after a long life devoted

to the science of government and law. Considering

the resolution, in its form, and in its operation, it

appears to my mind, to be liable to many powerful

objections.

1, Because the prohibition excludes the judge, and
the jury, as well as the counsellor, and the attorney,

from resorting, in court, to the accustomed sources of

legal information.

Every decision of a coint of justice, ought to be

made according to the law of the land; whether it is

pronounced upon the opinion of the judges, or by the

verdict of a jury. In criminal, as well as in civil cases,

it is the duty of the judge to state to the jury, what
is the law of the land, upon the points in issue. In

civil cases, the jury often assume the responsibility of

deciding; and, in criminal c"ses, it is always their

province to decide, both the law and the fact. The
ablest judge, however, (from the fallibility of human
understanding, or the imperfections of memory) may
misconceive a point of law, suddenly suggested on
the trial of a cause : And the most intelligent jury

^vill not, in any case, pretend, intuitively, to perceive

and to pronounce what is the law of the land.
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But, instead of multiplying the means (as it would
seem reasonable to do) for assisting the memory of

a judge, or informing the conscience of a jury, upon
occasions the most interesting to the fame, the for-

tune, or the life of a citizen ; the resolution forbids any
advocate, 07- other person^ to read, within our courts, a

precedent, however venerable, or an adjudication, how-
ever apposite, unless it has taken place in some court

within the United States. It is true, that our advocates

ai'e not expressly forbidden to narrate the precedents

and adjudications of foreign authors and tribunals

;

though they are forbidden to read diem. But, when
we reflect upon the conflict of duties and opinions, the

diversity of dispositions and talents, which every im-

portant cause is calculated to ditplay, at the bar ; the

substitution of a recital^ for the perusal^ of a legal au-

thority, will be found to furnish a much less advan-

tageous medium of inform,ation to the judge, and to

the jury ; while it must obviously, be productive of

more partiality, uncertaint}-, and delay, in the admin-
istration of justice.

2. Because the exception, from the general prohibi-

tion, by which precedents and adjudications, that have
taken place, in any court within the United States, are

permitted to be read in the courts of Pennsylvania, is

arbitrary and illusive.

If the precedents and decisions of the courts of the

individual States, and the United States, were founded
upon the same code of laws ; if they embraced all the

cases, that would arise under that code ; and if they

were regularly noted and reported ; we might, perhaps,

safely be content with the resources of domestic wis-

dom, and proudly shut our eyes against the light of
foreign science. If, however, no such uniformity ex-

ists in the systems of American jurisprudence ; no such
scope of judicial investigation ; and no such publicity

of decision ; an arbitrary determination to reject all

practical benefit, from the learning and experience of
other nations, v/ould, probably, be deemed, by the

civilized world, more remarkable for its prejudice, than
for its policy.
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It is then an obvious truth, that the members of the

Union differ from each other, in the theory and detaib

of their juridical institutions ; and the Umited jurisdiction

of the federal courts, operating principally, and only oc-

casionally, upon national subjects, can furnish little, by
way of authority, or of information, to the municipal

tribunals of the individual states. The laws of property,

inheritance, and dower ; of process and practice, in civil

suits ; and of crimes and punishments ; are essentially

dissimilar : And thus the permission to read, in our
courts, the precedents and adjudications of other courts,

within the United States, is, in effect, the grant of a
barren right, \\hich there is no temptation to enjoy, and,

rarely, an opportunity to exercise.

But why, it may be fairly asked, confme our means
of improvement, our sources of information, in matters

of jurisprudence, to the local boundaries of the United
States ; while the professors of every other science, and
the masters of every art, may gather the fruits of human
genius and knowledge, throughout the Avorld, to enrich

their studies, and to invigorate their judgments. The
physician, in the crisis of his patient's fate, may resort

to foreign aid, in order to overcome what is difficult, or

to explain what is doubtful. The minister of the gospel

can select from every school, of every country, a com-
mentary upon his holy text. And the astronomer, navi-

gator, merchant, farmer, and mechanic, are equally un-

controlled, in the use of all that they can obtain, v/hether

at home or abroad, to enlighten their minds, to augment
their skill,, and to facilitate the performance of their

duties.

Shall then the knowledge, necessary to tlie administra-

tion of justice, be permitted to enter our tribunals only

in one direction, and at a single avenue ? And, if there

are not any American precedents or adjudications to read

(say even on the trial of a capital cause) shall the advocate

be without an argument for his client ; the judge, with-

out a guide for his opinion ; and the jury, without in-

struction for their verdict ; because, by a legislative

decree, no other precedents or adjudications (however
direct and cogent) can be read in the courts of Pennsyl-

vania !
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I pray you, gentlemen, to estimate, with your usual

good sense, and candor, the consequences of such an

interdiction ; and, I think, you will perceive, not only the

general mischief of the prohibition, but the particular

illusion of the exception to its operation. For, after all,

k is proposed to accept a copy, though we refuse the

original; and to read, for autliority, or illustration,

the precedents and adjudications of American courts,

founded, as is commonly the case, upon those '\'ery

books, which we are forbidden to read, to understand,

and to apply for ourselves.

3. Because the resolution would, in many cases,

deprive us of the best, and, in some cases, of the only,

evidence of the law of the land.

The law of Pennsylvania consists of various branches.

By our federal compact, the constitution, laws, and
treaties of the United States are supreme. The consti-

tution and laws of the State, foi'm the next branch, in

dignity and obligation. And, under the authority of

our constitution and laws, it is expressly declared, in an

act of the year 1777 (passed with great legislati^'e

wisdom, amidst all the passions of the revolutionary

cxanfiict) ' That the common law, and such ofthe statute

laws of England, as were in force in the Province, shall

be in force and binding on the inhabitants of this State ;

'

subject only to exceptions, which were proper, to render

the adoption consistent with the recent independence,

and the republican structure, of our goverment.

But, to these principabbranches of the law of Penn-
sylvania, there are incidents inseparably attached ; which,

in the exercise of the judicial power, extend over an
almost boundless field of jurisprudence. To adjust

some controversies, the law of nations, in peace or in

war, must apply the rule.

On the business v.hich occupies the Orphans' and the

Registers' courts, we are, principally, guided by the

civil law ; by that law, which every nation in iLrurope has

borrowed, in a greater or in a less degree, from the insti-

tutes of the ancient Roman empire ; without a symptom
of fear, as for an act dangerous to their independence ;

or a sense of shame, as for an act derogatory to their

^visdom.



20 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE.

The law of merchants pervading the whole commer-
cial M'orld, is the standard of decision, upon questions

of navigation, trade, insurance, and other innumerable

grounds of litigation, produced by the spirit of mercan-
tile enterprize. And the construction and operation of

any foreign contract, that may become the foundation of
a suit, in our courts, must be conformable (not to the

municipal lau- of Pennsylvania, but) to the law of the

country, in which the contract was made.
Upon this summary of the law of Pennsylvania, let it

be admitted, that, for the commentary as ^vell as for the

text of our constitution and laws, American precedents

and adjudications afford the best evidence ; must it not,

on the principle of that admission, be equally clear, that

the precedents and adj udications of England, are the best

evidence of that portion of the common and statute law
of England, which, by words of general reference, and
not in terms of specific re-enactment, has been incoi'po-

rated into the law of Pennsylvania ?

Yes, it would be absurd to say, that, when we adopted
a foreign law, the legitimate evidence of that law was
not virtually and necessarily adopted. Hence, from the

epoch of the revolution to the present time, the prece-

dents and adjudications of the English common and
statute law, so far as they were in force in Pennsylvania,

on the 14th day of March, 1776, have been read, as

authority, in our courts : But English precedents and
adjudications subsequent to that day, although often

read by Avay of information, or to support an argument
from analogy, have never been obligatory upon our

judges, any more than the precedents and adjudications

of France, Spain, or Holland.

The best evidence of the adopted la\v, lying thus

plainly before us, in the venerable works of its sages, or

in the authoritative judgments of its ministers; why
should we be compelled to use only tlie secondaiy evi-

dence of American precedents and adjudications, where
any such exist? And, where none such exist, why
should we be debarred from the use of the only certain

and satisfactory evidence of a law, which the legislature

has declared to be in force, and binding, upon all the

inhabitants of the state ?
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But let us even surrender to prejudice, or to pride,

the advantage of consulting the English authorities, upon

points of law, which are as much the law of Pennsyl-

vania, as of England ; there remains, for serious con-

sideration, the expediency of excluding from our courts,

every foreign precedent and adjudication, upon the law

of nations, the ci\ il law, the law of merchants, and, as

to foreign contracts, the municipal laws of foreign coun-

tries. Can it be denied, in the existing state of a

youihiul, though a great, a wise, and a virtuous nation,

that, independent of foreign precedents aud adjudica-

tions, we must be, in these respects, more like a ship

upon the ocean, v,ithout a rudder, or a compass? For,

in these respects, wlio are the authors, which are|the

courts, Vv ithin the United States, to whose precedents

and adjudications we can, exclusively, appeal for in-

struction and authority ? ' '

A foreign code is here, in truth, the only evidence of

the law. And the resolution that forbids an advocate,

a judge, and jury to resort, in court, to that code, for-

bids them, in effect, to learn and to understand the

general rule, which it is their duty to apply, at the very

moment when its application is required.

THOMAS M'KEAN.
Lancaster^ December 3, 1807.

To the Senate and House of Representathes of the Coin-

moniveakh of Pennsyhania.

Gentlemen,
Towards the close of the last session of the Legislature,

a bill was presented for my consideration, entitled, ' An
act to alter and amend the act, entitled, 'An act to pro-

vide for the settlement of public accounts ;

' which I have
directed to be returned to the House of Representatives,

v/ith the following reasons of objection and dissent

:

1. The office of the Treasurer is, in its nature and in

its uses, merely ministerial : But the bill proposes to

render it an office of pre-eminent authority and jurisdic-

tion ; in a v.^ay that neither public policy, nor private

justice, appears to warrant. For instance, the existing

laws give to the Comptroller and Register the power to

settle the public accounts^ in the first instance : If they
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disagree, the Governor's concurrence with one of them,
is necessary to the settlement; and, from any settle-

ment of the department of accounts, an appeal lies to

the supreme court; Avhere the party may enjoy the be-

nefit of a trial by jury. But the present bill supersedes

the authority of the Governor, and renders the decision

of the Treasurer, alone, absolute and conclusive, upon
every difference of opinion between the Comptroller and
Register.

Again. After an account has been settled by the

Comptroller and Register, and a warrant has actually

been dra\\'n by the Governor, in discharge of the

amount found due to the accountant ; the present bill

vests an arbitrary poorer in the Treasurer, \\'ith or -witli-

out reason, to suspend the payment of tlie debt : And.,

from the exercise of his mere will and pleasure, there

can be no appeal, for an injured citizen, to a court of

justice; no application for redress to the general super-

intending authority of the executi\-e magistrate.

Again. The power to settle an account, and the power
to pay, or to suspend the payment of the balance ap-

pearing due, when a ^^"arrant has been issued, are powers
which it would seem improper to unite in the same of-

fice, since they can easily be converted into instruments

of oppression; or may, imperceptibh', become temp-
tations to favoritism and corruption.

2. But tills investment of an indi^'idual officer with

the power, not only to suspend the payment of the pub-
lic debts, but the payment of the official compensations

of every member of the executive and judicial depart-

ments, is calculated to impair the public confidence in

the operations of government, to undermine the foun-

dations of public credit, and to create, for the Treasurer,

an undue and dangerous influence, at the expence of

the higher grades of public officers.

3. The constitution gives to the Legislature, the

appointment of the State-Treasurer; but, obviously,

considers the Treasurer merely as a ministerial officer,

exclusively employed in receiving and paying public

money. To confer upon the Treasurer, powers, which
are not naturally incident to such an office, is, in efiect,

to create a new ofiice ; and operates as an encroachment
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upon the general constitutional authority of the execu-

tive magistrate, to appoint all the officers of the Com-
monwealth.

4. The bill proposes to abolish the right of appeal to

the supreme court; and to substitute, for the trial by
jury, an investigation, in the last resort, by a joint

committee of five Members, appointed by the two
Houses of the General Assembly. In this operation,

we perceive a direct, unqualified union of legislative

and judicial powers, inconsistent with the express pro-

visions, and obvious spirit of the constitution. We
perceive, also, a direct, unqualified subversion of the

trial by jury ; while the legislative tribunal, contem-
plated as a substitute, to decide upon matters in con-

troversy between the state and individuals, must, in

truth, be considered as acting, at once, in the double
character of judge, and of party.

Similar trespasses have, indeed, been heretofore made
upon the constitution; but die council of censors so-,

lemnly condemned them ; and the Legislature, in various

acts, corrected the errors that had been introduced.

THOMAS M'KEAN.
Lancaster-, December 3, 1807.

On motion,

Mr. Pennell, Mr. Hiester, and Mr. Lattimore were
appointed a committee to examine and report the busi-

ness which remained unfinished at the close of the last

session.

On motion,

Mr. Vance, Mr. Brady, Mr. Dorsey, Mr. Heston^
and Mr. Hiester, were appointed a committee of ac-

counts.

On motion,

Mr. Brady, Mr. Laird, and Mr. Blocher, were ap-

pointed a committee to examine and report, what laws
will expire previously to the meeting of the next Gen-
eral Assembl}'.

Moved by Mr. Roberts and Mr. Vance,
Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire,

and make report, if any, and what alterations may use-

fully and conveniently be made, by law, in the Land-
Office, the Depaitments of Accounts, and of the Trea-
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sury ; and that the said committee be authorized to call

upon the principals of said departments, for such infor-

mation relative to their respective offices, as they may
find necessary.

Ordered, to lie upon the table.

Mr. Smith and Mr. Ingham, a committee of the

House of Representatives, informed the Senate, that

they were instructed to introduce the Speaker and
Members of the Senate to the chamber of the House
of Representatives, to receive from the Governor his

communications

.

Whereupon,
The Speaker and Members of the Senate proceeded

to the chamber of the House of Representatives.

And, after some time, returned to their own chamber.
Whereupon,

The Speaker informed the Senate, that, after the

Governor had finished his address to the General As-
sembly, he delivered into the hands of the Speaker a

copy thereof; and.

Thereupon,
The address was read, as follows, to imt

:

Gentlemen of the Senate, and
Gentlemen of the House of Rcprese7itathes\

V Amidst all our solicitudes lor the peace of the Union,
we cannot contemplate the increasing prosperity of Penn-
sylvania, without yielding to emotions of pleasure, and
of gratitude. In discharging the annual duty of present-

ing to the Legislature a statement of our public affairs,

I have never, indeed, seen greater cause for felicitation,

than at the present crisis ; when the patriotism, energy,

and opulence, of the individual States, have become
peculiaiiy important to the maintenance of the national

honor and independence. Our cities, towns, villages,

and farms, bespeak, in every direction, the wealth and
happiness of an industrious, a moral, and an intelligent

people. The institutions for disseminating useful know-
ledge ; for affording aid and comfort to the poor, and

the afflicted in body or in mind ; and for executing the

laws to punish or to reform, offenders : give assurance

of a benevolent, and an efficient policy. And, under

the promised auspices of the Legislature, the zeal and
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^irit of private citizens, which have already done much
for pubhc improvement, cannot fail to establish, upon

an extensive and permanent foundation, the means of

internal intercourse, and commerce, by roads, rivers,

and canals.

The extraordinary events, which have induced the

President of the United States to convene Congress,

(events, which have justly excited the indignation of

every American) led also to an immediate requisition of

fifteen thousand six hundred and thirty-five men, as our

quota of a body of one hundred thousand militia, or

voUmteers, deemed necessary for the public service.

The issue of the measures pursued by the federal

government, to vindicate our national rights with-

out an appeal to arms, has not been ascertained ; but

your attention cannot be too soon, or too assiduously

bestowed upon the militaiy state of the Commonwealtli.
I have, therefore, directed the Adjutant-general to pre-

pare, for your information, an ample report of the num.-

ber, organization and equipment of our militia, and a

particular report relative to the detachment which has

been ordered for service. From those documents you
must perceive, that the number, as well as the spirit of

our militia, will justify the confidence of the govern-

ment, and of the country j but it must be acknowledged
(so many and so great are the defects of the law) that I

have been principally indebted for the progress made
in executing the President's requisition, to the sponta-

neous exertions of the enrolled militia, and the patriotic

ardor of volunteers. The system requires, therefore, a

radical reform. Not only the formation of corps ; the

periods and modes of training ; and the establishment

of arsenals and magazines ; but the obligation of service^

or the privilege of exemption ; the right to elect, or be
elected for any grade of office ; and the power to ap-

point, or to remove officers in the higher and more re-

sponsible grades; are subjects, which experience em-
phatically suggests for revision and amendment. Every
republican must anxiously wish, indeed, to render the
militia both in theory and practice, the sword and the
shield of the nation. This great object, however, can
never be accomplished, unless the use of anus is taught

4
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to our youth, at the public expence, as a branch of

early education ; unless an adequate portion of the pub-
lie treasure is appropriated to militaiy instructions and
supplies ; and unless the public spirit of individuals

shall be supported by a correct principle of organization,

an efficient rule of discipline, which legislative authority-

can alone sanction and prescribe.

It will not long, gentlemen, be a duty on my part, to

direct your attention to the defective state of the admin-
istration of justice in Pennsylvania; though as long as

life remains, I shall reflect with pleasure, upon the re-

peated efforts that have been made to obtain some altera-

tion and amendment. I pray j'ou, therefore, m ith gi'eat

deference to your legiskitive character, and with a grate-

ful attachment to the v.-elfare of our constituents, to take

die subject once more into consideration. The defects

are exhibited on your records ; they are known to every

judge ; ihey ai'c felt by every suitor ; and they can only

be remedied by you. It is surely, then, enough for

one to say, at this late period, that justice is delayed,

because there are not a competent number of judges to

administer it ; that justice is unequally, and imperfectly,

administered in civil cases, because juries ai^e empan-
nelled by chance ; and that an error in the administration

of justice is irremediable, upon important questions,

because from an original decision of the supreme court,

there is now no appeal.

On former occasions it has been intimated that some
precaution would be necessary to check and subdue a

iaiviess spirit of intrusion, which appeared along the

northern and ^vestern borders of the state ; but recent

occurrences will, more forcibly, impress the danger of

this evil upon your minds. A person, assisting the

deputy-marshal of the district, in the execution of legal

process which issued from the circuit court of the United

States for the eviction of an intruder, has been murdered
in the county of Beaver. The fact being proved, I did

not hesitate, as well upon a sense of federal obligation,

as with a view to the general purposes of justice, to

proclaim the offer of a reward, for discovering and ar-

resting the offender. But as it has been represented that

combinations are formed, in that quarter, to oppose by
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violence the authoiity and operation of the la^^ under
the judgments of the federal courts; all the principles of

good faith and sound policy evidently require the co-

operation of the state, vrith the federal government, to

condemn and punish, a proceeding, so unwarrantable,

so daring, and so destructive. Experience has taught

us, too, that such attempts, to be resisted effectually,

must be resisted promptly ; and, I am confident, tliat

Xh.^ Legislature of Pennsylvania will neither be wanting
in the vigilance, nor in the energy, vv-hich the occasion

requires.

The records of the General Assembly will exhibit

many other subjects, worthy of a share in your delibera-

tions ; and, I particularly recommend a general encou-
ragement of schools, and the liberal patronage of public
works ; especially of such as are connected with the

internal trade, and a free communication of the citizens,

throughout the state. The health-of5ce, under the ju-

dicious management of the present board, has been
greatly instrumental in preserving to our city, and its

environs, the blessings of health ; but the present free-

dom from a calamity, that has so much afflicted us in

former years, ought not to render us inattentive to any
improvem-ent which may be suggested, either for the

accommodation of commerce, or for multiplying the

beneficial precautions against foreign and domestic dis-

ease. A provision is wanting for the more speedy, and
more>extensive publication, of the laws; which cannot
be obeyed, and ought not to be obligatory, until an
opportunity has been given to know, tiiat they exist.

And, upon motives of public economy, as well as public

convenience, permit me to renev\' the expression of a
wish, that such general regulations may be adopted,
relative to election districts, to fisheries, water- courses,

and mill-dams, and in short, to all partial, or private

business ; as shall be thought the best calculated to save
much of the legislative time, and m.uch of the public
money, ^vhich have been devoted, during every past

session, to those, comparatively, inferior objects.

The ^, arious duties devoh'ed on the Executive Magis-
trate, by the acts of the last session, have been performed.
It has given me pleasure to subsci-ibe and pay for t^^o
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hundred and fifty shares of the stock of the bank of Phi-

ladelphia, on account of the state, at par : though the

ordinary market price was so advanced, that the differ-

ence gained upon the negociation, by the public,

amounts to six thousand eight hundred and seventy-

five dollars.

Gentlemen of the House of RepresentatheSy

The permanent re^•enue of the commonwealth will be
adequate (as I am informed by the accounting officers,

Avhose statements will be laid before you) to defray the

permanent expences of the government. But, for an

enlightened and opulent state, there are objects of ex-

penditure not less interesting than the maintenance of

government in its public forms and official routine.

Some of these have already been suggested ; but others

will naturally present themselves to your consideration.

And, be assured, that, on eveiy point of }>olicy, as in

relation to the militia; or of improvements, as in rela-

tion to highways -and canals, the approbation and ap-

plause of our constituents await the most liberal opera-

tions of your patriotism and public spirit. It will not

be improper here to remind you, that the time must
soon arrive, when a successor to the Executive Office

is to l^e chosen : and, as the Governor's compensation
cannot be increased, nor diminished, during the period

for M'hich he shall be elected, I trust you will deem it

just to augment the salary of that Magistrate, to such

an amount as \^ ill be at least an equivalent for the depre-

ciation produced, since the present salary was assignied,

by the influx of the precious metals, the institution of

banks, and other obvious causes.

Gentlemen of the Senate, and
Gentlemen of the House of Representatives

,

The happiness of our country, and the mild, but
efficient operation of our laws, are the best proofs of

the advantages derived from the revolution ; and the

competency of a popular government to administer and
maintain itself We have felt troubles from within

;

and we are menaced with ti'oubies from without : but

the favor of Divine Providence seems, on every emer-
gency, to rescue us from every cause of sorrow, or of

fear. Look back for the space of thirt}^ years, and con-
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sider what trials we have passed; what triumphs we
have atchieved ; and what examples we have given I A
national character thus acquired, well deserves all our

care to preserve. Every citizen in his station, whether
there shall be inevitable wai-, or honorable peace, can

contribute to this effect : but with those in public trust,

its preservation becomes a peculiar duty ; and, in the

execution of that duty, for you, and for myself, I will

venture to promise a zealous and faithful co-operation,

THOMAS M'KEAN.
Lancaster t December 3, 1807.

On motion of Mr. Vance and Mr. Hart,

Agreed, That the usual number of copies of the

Go^^ernor's address be printed for the use of the Mem-
bers.

On motion,

Mr. Miller, Mr. Mitchell, and Mr. Laird, were ap-

pointed a committee to join a committee of the House
of Representatives, and form a system of rules for doing
business between the two Houses.

On motion,

Mr. Miller, Mr. Hait, Mr. Roberts, Mr. Rahm,
and Mr. Rankin, were appointed a committee, in con-

junction with a committee of the House of Representa-

tives, to compare bills, and present them to the Gov-
ernor for his approbation.

Ordered, That the Cierk inform the House of Re-
presentatives, of the appointment of the two last named
committees.

On motion of Mr. Hart and Mr. Dorsey,
Agreed, That Senate will meet at eleven o'clock in

the morning of each day.

Whereupon,
Adjourned till 11 o'clock to-morrow morning.



30 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE.

Friday, Decembei' 4, 1807.

The Secretary of the Commonwealth presented two
several messages from the Go^^e^mor, which Avere read,

as follow, to IV it :

To the Senate and House of Representathes of the

Commonwealth of Pennsyhania.

Gentlemen,
The bill entitled, " An act to alter and amend the se-

veral laws of this Commonwealth, relative to domestic

attachments," which was presented to me near the close

of the last session, has not been returned within three

days after your present meeting, so that it is now be-

come a law. I have directed it to be returned to the

House of Representatives, in which it originated.

THOMAS ivI'KEAN.
Lancaster^ December 4, 1807.

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the Com-
7nonvjealth of Pennsyhania.

Gentlemen,
The Secretary will deli-ver herewith to the respective

Houses, copies of the reports to me from the several

officers of the Accountant and Land Departments.

THOMAS M'KEAN.
Lancaster^ December 4, 1807.

The documents accompanying the last message, were
severally read, and

Laid upon tlie table.

Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Vance and Mr. M'Arthur,

Agreed, That the said documents be entered at large

on the Journal.

Sin,

For the information of his excellency the Governor,

we inclose to you a general view of the finances of the

Commonwealth, comprehending all tlie monies received

at, and payments made out of the Treasury, from the

first day of December, one thousand eight hundred and
six, to the thirty-first of October, one thousand eight

hundred and se^-en, both davs included ; Avhich \\c
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have also accompanied with an estimate of the probable
receipts and expenditures of the ensuing year, and a
calculation of stock of the United States, owned and
held by the Commonwealth.

We are, Sir,

Your obedt. Servants,

GEORGE DUFFIELD, Compt.
J. KEAN, Register,

Department of Accounts, ~)

Nov. 20, 1807. 3

Thom«&s M. Thompson, Esq.
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RECEIPTS at the Treasury for the last eleven months^

ending with October ^\^ 1807.

Balance in the Treasury, Dec. 1, 1806, S 70,723 48
There has been received for lands,

old and new purchase, g 31,816 43
Lots in Erie, - - 1,825 19

in Franklin, - . 71 52
in Waterford, - - 187 83
in Warren, - - - 84 71

Fees of the Secretary's Office, 185 58
of the Land-Office, 10,270 93

33,985 6H

10,456 51
Tavern licences, - - - 23,439 10
Auction duties, (old) - 15,538 20

(new) canal funds, 9,598 32
25,136 52

Court fines, ^ , . 4,486 55
Exempt fines, - - - 11,739 37
Militia fines of 1793, - - 326 82
Arreai's of state taxes, - - 2,206 50
Loan-Office of 1793, - - 574 8

Interest and principal on stock U. S. 2,444 45
Bank dividends, - - - 113,000
Tax on writs, - - - 2,341 94
Old debts, (C. Biddle) - 1,338 34

" (Nicholson's) 1,335

2,673 34
From Simon Snyder, the overplus of monies

which had been advanced him on Speaker's

warrants for the daily pay, mileage, and

expences of Representatives, - - 4,406 47

S 307,940 81
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EXPENDITURES, the Payments in the same time

ha've been, viz.

For pay and contingent expences of Repre-

sentatives, - - S 50,204 75

of Senate, - 17,169 90

67,374 65

civil list, - 55,164 32>

associate judges, 14,349 68

brigade inspectors, 4,549 46
141,438 12

Contingent expences, 814,673 32
Of executive departmt. 3,011 44
OfComp. office, jgl5 10

R^g. office, 167 80
Surv. office, 81 52
Sec. Land-of. 252 16
Recv's office, 178 87 gg^ ^^

Militia exp. g2,459 23 ^^'^^^ ^^

Underact '93, 410
Arms, - 151 90
Ordnance, 244 86 3,265 99
Pensions, 4,056 67

Special Appropriations. 25,702 87
For roads and rivers, - B 8,883 46

academies, - - 2,800
relief of old soldiers, &c. 1,408 67
forfeited estates, - 16,304 58
public buildings in Erie co. 2,000

31,396 71
Escheats, - - ' 30
Pennsylvania claimants (Luzerne) 2,565 57
Luzerne comm'rs. (old) 265

(new) 2,000-—-2,265
Wardens of the port, - 1,052 9
Stock in Erie turnpike, - 3,900

in Philadelphia bank, 25,000
Com'rs. collecting Nicholson's debts, 600
Unfunded debt, - - 1,984 10
Interest on lost certificates, 163 14

37,559 90
Balance in the Treasur}^ Nov. 1,1807, 71,843 21

5 S 507,940 81
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Loan-Office^ Pennsyhania^ June 8, 1807.

Notice is hereby given, that in confonnity with the

provisions of the act supplementary to the act entitled,

'* An act making provision for the redemption of the

whole of the public debt of the United States," books
will be opened at the office of the Commissioner of

Loans for Pennsylvania, on the first 4ay of July next,

to continue open until the seventeenth day of March,
one thousand eight hundred and eight, inclusively, the

fourteen last days of each quarter excepted, for the pur-

pose of receiving subscriptions for such parts of the old

six per cent, deferred six per cent, and three per cent,

stocks, as may on the day of subscription stand on the

books of the said Commissioner of Loans.

Those proprietors of the old six per cent, and deferred

stocks, v/ho may subscribe, will receive in lieu thereof

a new six per cent, stock, equal to the unredeemed
amount of the stock surrendered, redeemable at the

pleasure of the United States, under a proviso however,

that no reimbursement shall be made except for the

whole amount of any such new certificate of stock, nor
till after six months previous notice : And the pro-

prietors of three per cent, stock, v/ho may subscribe,

will receive in lieu thereof a six per cent, stock, equal

to sixty-five per cent, of the amount of three per cent,

surrendered, redeemable in the same manner as the new
six per cent, above mentioned ; but not reimbursable

however without the assent of the holders, until after

the whole of the new six per cent, (given in <sxchange

for old six or deferred as above ^mentioned) as well as

the whole of the eight per cent, stock of the United
States shall have been reimbursed. It is also provided,

that in every reimbursement which may take place, a

preference ^vill be given to those creditors who may no-

tify their v/ish to be reimbursed, and that if the appli-

cations to that -effect shall, at any time, either exceed or

fall' short of the sum then applicable to that purpose, the

priority of payment shall, so far as may be necessary, be
determined by lot.

The present stockholders, who reside in any part of
Europe and may assent to that modification, may at their

option receive the interest accruing on the new stock,
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either in the United States as heretofore, or in London
or Amsterdam, at par, in which last case the interest

will be paid there by the bankers of the United States,

six months subsequent to the day on which the same
would be payable in the United States, and subject to

no variation nor to any other deduction than a commis-
sion to the bankers of one half per cent, on thq. interest

thus paid.

STEPHEN MOYLAN,
Commissioner of Loans.

Note.^—Proprietors of one thousand

dollars nominal six per cent, sub-

scribed before October 1, 1807,

"will be entitled to receive ^ 649 62 ofnew six.

If subscribed between October 1,

and December 31, 1807, 644 37
If subscribed between January 1,

and Mai^ch 17, 1808, 619 3

Proprietors of one thousand dollars

nominal deferred, subscribed be-

fore October 1, 1807, will be en-

titled to receive - - 855 78
Subscribed between October 1, and
December 31, 1807, 853 62

Subscribed between January 1, and
March 17, 1808, - - 831 42
Being the unredeemed amount of the old stock, on

the first July and October, one thousand eight hundred
and seven, and first January, one thousand eight hun-

dred and eight, respectively.

Proprietors of one thousand dollars three per cent,

stock, will be entitled to receive six hundred and fifty

dollars of ne\v six.

By a late act of Congress, supplementary to the act
•' making provision for the redemption of the whole of

the public debt of tlie United States," it is provided,

that the holders of certificates of the old six per cent,

stock, of the new or deferred stock, and of the three

per cent, stock, may subscribe the same upon the

books of the commissioners of loans ; and shall receive

in lieu of such stock subscribed, certificates for the

real amount, beai'ing an interest of six per cent, and
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redeemable at the pleasure of the United States. Upon
examination, it appears, that the terms offered are fair

and equitable, and not disadvantageous to the subscrib-

ing party. By the present arrangement, the six per

cent, stocks are melting down, by the annual payment

of two per cent, on the principal. The certificate of

old sixes, which on its liice appears nominally to be one

hundred dollars, is really, on the first January^ one thou-

sand eight hundred and eight, only sixty-one dollars and
ninety-one cents ; thirty-eight dollars nine cents having

already been paid by the almost imperceptible operation

of the principles upon which it is funded.

The Commonwealth now holds, exclusive of stock

held in trust for individuals

—

Of the old sixes, twenty-three thousand se-

ven hundred and two dollars forty-nine

cents, which, if subscribed between the

first of January and third of March, one

thousand eight hundred and eight, would,

at six hundred and nineteen dollars three

cents for each thousand, produce iS 14,672 55

Of the deferred, one hundred and forty-seven

dollars eighty-two cents, at eight hundred
and thirty-one dollars forty-two cents for

each thousand, - - 122 90
Of the three per cent, seven thousand five

hundred and seventy-se^^en dollars forty-

two cents, at six hundred and fifty for

each thousand, - ^ 4,925 32

S 19,720 77
If the Legislature should think proper to take any or-

der on the subject, it will be seen by reference to the

law, that it must be done before the third of March
next. Should they direct the subscription to be made,
the Commonwealth would then have remaining of stock

held in trust

—

Of old sixes, S 2,317 73
new do. 1,158 87
three per cents, 1,034 43

S 4,511 3
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J REPORT of the Secretary of the Land-Office of
Pcnnsyhan'ia^ to the Go'ueriior, in compliance with his

request^ signified by the Secretary of the Common-
nrealth^ on the tiventieth day of N^o'Dcmber^ one thou-

sand eight hundred and seven.

THE Secretary of the Land-Ofiice has the honor

to report to the Governor the following statement of ar-

rears, together with the current business transacted in

his office since his last annual report,

* Arrears of Patents.

Tlie returns of survey on which patents have been
granted, remain unrecorded from the sixth day of May,
one thousand seven hundred and seventy.five, to March,
one thousand seven hundred and eighty-one. From the

twenty-seventh day of Mai'ch, one thousand seven hmi-

dred and eighty-one, to the twent}--eighth day of April,

one thousand and ninety-four, they have been recorded.

And from the said twenty-eighth day of April, one thou-

sand seven hundred and ninety-four, to the first of Jan-

uary, one thousand eight hundred, they still remain un-

recorded; but, from the last mentioned period of time,

to the date of this report, they have been recorded.

JVarrants.

The applications for lands on which warrants have

been issued, remain unrecorded from the twentieth day

of September, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-

four, to the first day of January, one thousand eight

hundred. Since the date of his last report to his excel-

lency, of those applications, upv/ards of three thousand

six hundred and eighteen ha\"e been recorded and in-

dexed. Of this important class of papers which yet re-

main unrecorded, are all those that were received during

the course of five years and three months ; amounting,

perhaps, in number, to near forty thousand. From the

first day of January, one thousand eight hundred, to the

present date, they have been duly recorded.

Current Business.

The number of patents granted since the last report,

amount to about eight hundred and sixteen.

The number of warrants issued during the last year,

iimcimt to about two hundred and twenty. The pur-

chase money and office fees, on some of them, remain
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due to the Commonwealth, and will be hereafter re-

ceived.

Amount of fees received since his last report, four

thousand eight hundred and sixty-two dollars five cents.

The foregoing statement contains the usual points of

interest on which it has been held of importance his

Excellency should stand advised ; but the Secretary

considers it a duty he owes to his Excellency, to lay

before him such other matters as pass under the imme-
diate view of his department. He would, therefore,

with respect, request his particular attention to two

points which arise out of the last supplement to tlie law

passed the fourth day of April, one thousand seven hun-

dred and ninety-nine, relating, wholly, to the claims of

those citizens who are called Pennsylvania claimants

and Connecticut settlers, within the Seventeen Towns in

the county of Luzerne, It would appear that the Le-
gislature v/ho passed that act, predicated it upon the

sole ground, that the ?'ight of soil had been justly, be-

cause judicially decided to be in Pennsylvania. In

conformity to that principle, he finds them fixing the

Decree of Trenton as the epoch, at which all grants

from under the Connecticut companies were to cease.

Those therefore which had been made before that pe-

riod, were, on certain conditions, to be admitted under
that law; and those, if any, that were subsequently

issued by those companies being contrary to the de-

clared laws of this Commonwealth, were consequently

null and void. In pursuance of this principle, he finds,

by the fifth section of the said act, two important condi-

tions must have been performed by those settlers who
held rights undeir those companies : one was, that those

claimants Vv'ere " actually settlers there^ at or before the

time of the said Decree of Tre7ito?i;''^ and the other was,

that the ^* rights or lots were particularly assigned to the

said settlers^ prior to the said decree^ Sec." Inconse-

quence of this liberal policy adopted on the part of the

state of Pennsylvania, founded on the principles of oc-

cupancy and rights assigtiedprior to the Decree of Tren-

ton^ many hundreds of the Connecticut claimants have

received their evidences of title from this government.

Under the supplement to the aforesaid act, which was
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passed the ninth day of April last, a further time was
given to the Pennsylvania claimants and Connecticut

settlers, who had not embraced the limitations of the

former laws. The first section of this supplementary

act only includes a partial portion of the rights for lands

in the Seventeen Towns issued under this state, and al-

lowed to the owners thereof to the first day of August,
then next following the date of the said law, to release

the same to the Commonwealth. The Land- Office
titles embraced within this last provision, are all such
as were "acquired by warrants and survey prior to the

twenty-eighth of March, one thousand seven hundred
and eighty-seven." The same section has given a mate-
rial preference to the Connecticut claimants, in extent

of time, over the Pennsylvania claimants, by allowing to

the former two full months longer to submit their claims

to the Land-Office. In consequence, hov/ever, of the

shortness of the time thus given to the Pennsylvanians,

and the law itself not having been promulgated for gen-

eral information, imtil a few weeks before its limitation

expired ; but three or four releases vvere executed and
received at the office. Those persons, therefore, who
hold lands under the state, lying within the Seventeen
Towns, before they can obtain compensation for them,
must either pray the Legislature again to extend the

time, or pursue the more tedious and expensive mode
of bringing their suits at law against the Commonwealth,
under the ninth section of the supplement, passed the

sixth of April, one thousand eight hundred and two.

There is one other point arising out of the construc-

tion of the second section of the last supplement, that

the Secretar}!- takes the liberty to bring within the no-

tice of his Excellency. It directs the commissioners
in *' examining the claims of the Connecticut claimants

already submitted, or those which may be hereafter

submitted to the lands, within the (said) Fifteen Town-
ships, shall not require the same to ha\^e been occupied

prior to the Decree of Trenton^ but the same lands to

the several applicants certify ; if under the regulations

of the Susquehanna company, at any time they should

otherwise thereto be entitled."

By the words, it is considered in some degree ques-
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tionable, whether the previously established principles

of the fifth section of the original law of one thousand

seven hundred and ninety-nine, have not been materially

changed and extended,- so far, at least, as relates to the

claimant - under Connecticut rights. And if so, whether,

in, that case, an encouragement has not been incidentally

held out to those companies to make nciv granis and
Tieiv cia'mis, for all the lands within the boiuids of the

Seventeen Townships ;
provided those rights vvere made

*' under the rulea and regulations of the Susquehanna
company, and before the nventy-eighth of October last.''''

Should this idea be considered correct as to the effects

of this supplemental law, will it not follow as a natural

consequence, that the rtghi of soil^ supposed to have

been settled and established to be in Pennsylvania by
the Decree of Trenton, has been virtually abandoned
on the part of Pennsylvania? For, if it be on the

principle of equky-^ that claims under this law have been
admitted in favor of the Connecticut claimants against

the Pennsylvania title,, ^^ithout an}" regard liaidng been,

had to settlements made on the lands by the applicants,,

imder rights granted agreeably to the regulations of the

companies since the Decree of Trenton—will not the

same plea of equity extend with equal force, to all other

claims to lands within this state, for which they may
hereafter think proper to exhibit titles derived from
the same source ? The effects, however, m hatever thev

may be, v/ill, in the e^-ent, evince the extent to v.hich

its operation may go, and of the consequences result-

ing from a departure ft'om the principles fixed by the

Decree of Trenton, and recognized by the said act of
April the fourth, one thousand seven liundred and
ninety-nine.

All which is, with respect, submitted.

ANDREW ELLICOTT,,
Secretary of the Land-Office,

Surz^eyor-GencraPs Offce, No'ccmber 23, 1807.

Dear Sik,

HAVING in my former annual report, given
to }-our Excellency a full representation of the manner
of conducting tl>e business of the Surveyor-General's

6
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office, and also of the condition of the books and papers

remaining in the same ; a repetition on these points, I

presume, is unnecessary.

Contrary to my wishes, I was last spring under the

necessity of removing the office from the house I had
for some time occupied. I am happy however to find,,

that the situation I have procured is much more agree-

able.

The improvements which have been for some time in

operation, of newly arranging the warrants, and trans-

cribing the warrant and application books, are progress^

ing as rapidly as can be expected in a business of so

much labor and difficulty.

The fees received in the office in one year, ending on
the thirtieth day of September last, amount to three

thousand seven hundred and eight dollars.

I have the honor to be,

Your Excellency's obed't.

Humble Servant,

SAMUEL COCHRAN-
His Excellency the Governon

Receiver-General''s Office,

Sir, Lancaster, No'vember 21, 1807.

IN obedience to your directions communicated
by the Secretary of the Commonwealth, I ha^^e the

honor to submit the following Report

:

It is with pleasure I can inform your Excellency,

that the great mass of back-business which was left in

an unfinished state, has nearly been brought up and
posted. The books are nov/ in such a state of forward-

ness, that it is confidently expected they will be com-
pleted in the course of the ensuing summer. Up-
wards of twenty-seven thousand accounts have been

posted within the last year, exclusive of the current

business, wmch is regularly kept up.

The specie received and paid into the Treasury,

within the year ending the thirtieth September last, is

as follov>-s, "c'lz.

Old Purchase.

For lands granted on warrants, including

v/airants for islands in the rivers Delav/are,

Lehigh and Susquehanna, S 1,853
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Broughtfonvardj % 1,853

principal redeemed on tracts set-

tled for patenting, g 6,156 74

Interest received on ditto, 18,888 44
25,075 18

Amount of old purchase, g 26,928 18

New Purchase.

For lands srranted on warrants is-

sued at seven pounds ten shil-

lings and five pounds per cent. S 3,567 70

Principal redeemed on tracts

settled for patenting, 427 27

Interest received on do. 2,769 71
3,196 m

Amount ofnew purchase, % 6,764 68

Toivn Lots,

Principal redeemed on
lots sold in the town of

Erie, g 1,878 3

Interest received on do. 103 59
1,981 62

1 52

Principal redeemed on
lots sold in the town
of Franklin,

Interest received,
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Brought forvjard, S 36^018 54

Office Fees.

Amount of fees received, - - 2,223 70

Amount received, jS 38,242 24

Recapitulation.

Principal. Interest. Amount.
Old purchase, S 8,039 74 S18,888 44 g26,928 18
New purchase, 3,994 97 2,769 71 6,764 68
Town lots, 2,172 59 153 9 2,325 68

S 14,207 30 S21,8U 24 ^36,018 54
Office Fees, - - - 2,223 70

S 38,242 24

Withhi something more than six years, the sum of

three hundred and t^vo thousand three hundred and
forty dollars sixty-one cents have been received and
paid into the Treasur}^, including Receiver-General's

certificates redeemed within the same time. Of this

amount, six thousand eight hundred and nine dollars

lifty-ninc cents have been received in cash from Con-
necticut claimants, exclusive of four thousand one hun-

dred and eighteen dollai"s twenty cents secured by mort-

gage, agreeably to law.

Recci'-oer-General ^s Certificates.

Bahnxe outstanding of those certificates issued

under an act of the ninth March, one thou-

sand seven hundred and ninety- six, entitled,

"^/7 act to compensate Da'-cid Meade and
others,'' - - - - S 554 37

Outstanding' of those issued under an act of sc-

cond March, one thousand eight hundi-ed

and five, entitled, " An actfor tiie relief of
Joiin Hughes;' - - - 120 77

And, on the nineteenth of May last, a certifi-

cate v.as issued in conformily to a certified

copy of an act of Assembly passed the fourth

day of March, one thousand eight hundred
and seven, entitled, " ^;z act for the relief

of JVilUain Sherard;' amounting to 277 22

Amount, S 952 56
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No part of which has been redeemed ^vitliin die last

year.

I have the honor to be,

Very respectfully, Sh%

Your obedient Servant,

JOHN M'KISSICK.
The Hon. Thomas M''Kcan, 7

Gouenior of Pennsyhania. 3
Mr. Miller presented the petition of Alexander Robe-

son, a citizen of New-York, by James Orbeson his at-

torney, stating. That the said Robeson became pos-

sessed by regular purchase, of a certain certificate of

depreciation debt, which had been issued in favor of

Major Michael Ryan, by the state of Pennsylvania

:

That, upon presenting the said certiiicate to John Nich-

olson, formerly Comptroller-General, for the purpose of

dividing it into smaller certificates, the said Nicholson

detained it : That, in the settlement of the accounts

with the United States, the state of Pennsylvania v/as

allowed a credit for the said certiiicate. The petitioner

therefore prays the Legislature to authorize him to in-

stitute a suit against the state, for the recovery of the

amount of the said certificate and interest thereon.

And the said petition was read, and
Laid upon the table.

Mr. M'Arthur presented the petition of Thomas
Atkinson, editor of the "= Crawford Weekly Messenger,"
stating. That he received a commission from the Gov-
ernor, dated the fifth of March, one thousand eight

hundred and seven, to print and publish in his paper

the laws of a public or general nature, passed during the

then session of the Legislature, which he performed

:

That he had published a number of the laws previously

to receiving information of the resolution of the General

Assembly of the ninth of April last (declaring that no
law should be published in the nevrspapers at the public

txpence) : That, as he conceived the said resolution

could not ha^-e a retrospective effect, he presented his

account for adjustment to the accounting oiTicers, who
refused to admit the same. He tJierefore prajs relief.

And the same vras read, and
Laid upon the the table.

On motion of Mr. Wavne and Mr. Hait,
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Agreed, That Mr. Vance, Mr. Brady, and Mr.
'Wayne, be a committee to arrange the several subjects

contamed in the Governor's address, and report them
to the Senate.

Agreeably to the order of the day, the Senate pro-

ceeded to the election of Sergeant-at-Arms and Door-
keeper (the Clerks being first appointed tellers) ; and,

upon counting the votes, it appeared that William Wil-
son was unanimously chosen Sergeant-at-Arms, and
Adam Hart, Door-keeper.

Whereupon,
The Speaker administered the usual qualifications to

William Wilson and Adam Hart.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented

two several extracts from the Journal of that House

;

which were read, as follow, to iv'it

:

" In the House of Represetitathes,

''December 2, 1807.
" On motion,

" Mr. Lcib, Mr. Hare, and Mr. Jennings, were ap-

pointed a committee to confer with a committee of the

Senate, (if that House shall appoint such committee)
and report a system of rules for conducting business

between the two Houses."
" In the House of ReprescntatheSy

''December 2, 1807.
" On motion,

" Mr. Porter, Mr. Stevenson, and Mr. Trimble,

were appointed a committee, in conjunction with a com-
mittee of the Senate (if that House shall appoint such

committee) to compare bills, and present them to the

Governor for his approbation."

On motion of Mr. Roberts and Mr. Hart,

Agreed, That the choice of Clerk be the order of the

day for Wednesday next.

Adjourned till 1 1 o'clock to-morrow morning.

Saturday, December 5, 1807.

A letter from the Secret>:ary of the Common\vealth was
read, informing that he Jiad laid before the House of
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Representatives sundry proceedings taken before Wil,
liam Montgomery, esquire, of Northumberland county^

and Jesse Fell, esquire, of Luzerne county, in the

cases of William Potts and John Marcey, justices of

the peace, in conformity with the act respecting com-
plaints against justices of the peace. And the same was

Laid upon the table.

Mr. Pennell, from the committee to whom were re-

ferred on the second instant the proposals of the several

printers for the Journal and Bills of the Senate, made the

follov^ing report, to wit :

That the committee have taken the same into consi-

deration, and find, that for the Journal in the English
language, John R. Mathews, and in the German, Henry
Grimier, are the lowest, and for the Bills, William C*
Smyth.
Mr. Pennell, from the committee appointed for that

purpose on the third instant, made report,, in part, as

follows, to ivit :

The committee appointed to examine the files, and
bring forAvard the unfinished business, report, in part,

1. Item, Petition of Edmund Milne.

2. Item, Report of a committeee on the petition of
the subscribers, inhabitants of the Northern Liberties,

praying that the said Liberties may be divided for elec-

tion purposes.

3. Item, Report of a committee on the petition of the

subscribers, inhabitants of Northumberland county, re-

specting roads.

4. Item, Report of a committee on the petition of the

trustees of Northumberland Academy.
5. Item, Report of a committee on the petition of the

subscribers, inhabitants of Deny to\vnship, Northum-
berland county, for an alteration in their election district.

6. Item, Report of a committee on the subject of
weights and measures.

Whereupon,
On motion, and by special order,

The said report was again read, and the following

order taken thereon

:

I. Item, On motion of Mr. Vance and Mr. Borsey,
postponed generally.
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2. Ite?!!^ On motion of Mr. Sommer, and Mr.
Wayne, postponed for the present.

3.' Item, Referred to Mr. Laird, Mr. Martin, and

Mr. IMitchel], to consider and report thereon.

4. Iiem, Referred to Mr. Laird, Mr. Heston, and

Mr. Rankin, to consider and report thereon.

5. Itc7n, On motion of Mr. Laird, and Mr. Mitciiell,

postponed for the present.

6. Item, Referred to Mr. Dorsey, Mr. Roberts, and

Mr. Sommer, to consider and report thereon.

Mr. Roberts, from the committee to whom was re-

ferred on the third instant the petition of Ann Rambo,
executrix, and Jacob Shainline, executor of the last will

and testament of Abraliam Rambo, on leave now" given,

recorted the bill, entitled " An act to enable Anii

Raw.bo, executrix, and Jacob ShainUne, executor of
the last I'oill and testament of Abraham Rambo, to exe-

cute a deed of conveyance for a lot of ground hi Upper

Merlon township, Mojitgomery county;''' which was

read the lirst time.

IMr. \^ance, from the committee to -whom was yester-

day referred the Governor's address, made report as

foliov.'s, to "wit :

That tliey have duly considered the same, and are of

opinion, that it naturally divides itself into these general

heads, viz.

1

.

The militia establishment.

2. Judiciar}^ system, and mode of selecting jurors.

3. The recent opposition g-l\'en to the Marshal, in the

execution of process issued by the circuit court of the

United States. -

4. Public schools.

5. Health laws.

6. !More speedy and more extensive publication of

the laws.

7. General refrulations as to election districts, fish-

enes, water-courses, &c.

To all of which, the attention of tlie Legislature is~

called by the Governor. The committee therefore re-

commend, that committees be appointed on each of

ilie above items, with instructions to consider and re-

port thereon.



JOURNAL OF THE SENATE. 4^

Whereupon,
On motion, and by special order,

The said report was again read, and the several items

referred, as follow, to vj'it

:

1. Item^ Referred to Mr. Mitchell, Mr. Sommef,
Mr. Martin, Mr. Campbell, and Mr. Penneii, to con-

sider and report thereon.

2. Ite7n, Referred to Mr. Wayne, Mr. Brady, Mr.
Vance, Mr. Roberts, and Mr. Slaymaker, to consider

and report thereon.

3. Item, Referred to Mr. Sommer, Mr. Martin, and
Mr. M 'Arthur, to consider and report thereon.

4. ItoUy Referred to Mr. Brady, Mr. Blocher, Mr.
Laird, Mr. Pennell, and Mr. Rahm, to consider and
report thereon.

5. Item, Referred to the Members representing the

district composed of the city of Philadelphia, the county

of Philadelphia, and the county of Delaware, to consi-

der and report thereon.

6. Item, Referred to Mr. Vance, Mr. Slaymakerj

and Ml'. Laird„, to consider and report thereon.

7. Item, Referred to Mr. Hart, Mr. Mayer, and
Mr. Rahm, to consider and report thereon.

The petition of Catharine Kai'l, read on the third in-

stant, was again read, and referred to Mr. IMiller, Mr,
Heston, and Mr. Lattimore, to consider and report

thereon.

On motion of Mr. Roberts and Mr. Pennell,

Agreed, That the choice of printers be the order of

the day for Monday next.

The petition of Alexander Robeson, by his attorney

James Orbison, read yesterday, was again read, and
referred to Mr. Miller, Mr. Wayne, and Mr. Roberts,

to consider and report thereon.

The petition of the subscribers thereto, inhabitants

of Chester county, respecting the injuries arising from
dogs, read on the second instant, was again read, and
referred to Mr. V/ayne, Mr. Pennell, and Mr. Hiester,

to consider and report thereon by bill or otherwise.

Adjourned till Monday morning, 11 o'clock^
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Monday, December 7? 1807.

Mr. Mitchell presented the petition of Thomas Camp-
bell, a citizen of the county of York, stating. That he

purchased a certain plantation in Manahan township, in

said county : That, in the year one thousand seven hun-

dred and eighty-one, the agents of forfeited estates sold

seventy-four acres of the said land, as the confiscated

estate of William Rankin, to Bernard Hubley : That,

as the petitioner was engaged in the services of his

country, and at a distance from home, he was not ac-

quainted with the transaction till some time after his

return, when the said Hubley brought an ejectment for

the possession of the said seventy-four acres of land;

and, on a trial before a circuit court, a verdict and

judgment were rendered to the petitioner : but, as he

has been thereby subjected to heavy expences in defend-

ing his title, he deems it but reasonable that the state

(whose officers put him to these expences) should re-

munerate him. He therefore prays relief. And the

said petition was twice read, and referred to Mr. Mit-

chell, Mr. Sommer, and Mr. Heston, to consider and

report thereon.

Mr. Pennell, from the committee appointed to exam-
ine the files and bring forward the unfinished business,

m&de further report, as follov/s, to ivit :

7. Iteni, Resolution respecting the presentation of

petitions, &c. to the General Assembly.

8. 110711^ A bill entitled, " An act to promde for the

erection ofa housefor the employment and support of the

poor, in the county of Cumberland. ''''

9. Item,, A bill entitled, " An act making appropria-

tions for the repairs of public roads, in scleral of the

counties of this Commonivealth.r

10. //<?7/z, A bill entitled, " An act for the relief of
Francis Johnston.''''

11. Item, A bill entitled, ^'' Afurther supplement to

the act entitledi *' An act to incorporate the city of Phi'
ladelphia.''^

12. Item, A bill entitled, ^^ An act to authorize the

Governor to subscribe on behalf of the Commorm:calth^for
shares in certain turnpike roads,''^
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13. Itetn^ A bill entitled, ^'^An act allowing the Phi-

ladelphia bank to establish branches.''''

14. /?<?»?, A bill entitled, " An act to repeal in part

an act entitled^ '''An act for the sale of unappropriated

islands in the risers Ohio^ Allegheny t and Delaivare.''^

15. Item, A bill entitled, ''A further supplement to

an act entitled^ '•'An act for laying ant, making, and
keeping in repair, the public roads and highvjays ivithin

this Commonivealth. '

'

16. Item, A bill entitled, '^An act granting to Ed-
nvard Becby a tract of donation land, "

Whereupon,
On motion, and by special order.

The said report was again read, and the further con-

sideration postponed for the present.

Agreeably to the order of tlie day, the Senate pro-

ceeded to the election of printers, (the Clerks being first

appointed tellers) and, upon counting the votes, it ap-

peared that William Greear was chosen to print the Bills,

Henry Grimier the Journal in the German language, and

William C. Smyth the Journal in the English language.

Ordered, That the Clerk acquaint the Secretary of

the Commonwealth of tlie appointment of printers, in

order that the requisite sureties may be entered in the

Secretary's office according to law.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented

for concurrence, " A resolution for supplying certain

Member's, &c. of the present Legislature, with Carey

£sf Bioren'^s edition of the Laws, together with Bioren^s

se'oenth volume ;'''' which was read the first time.

The bill entitled, ''An act to enable Ann Rambo, ex-

ecutrix, and Jacob Shainline, executor of the last will

and testament of Abraham Rambo, to execute a deed of
cojiveyancefor a lot ofground in Upper MeHon township,

Montgomery county,'''' was read the second time, consid-

ered by section, and agreed to.

Ordered, That the said bill be prepared for the third

reading.

The petition of the subscribers thereto, inhabitants

of Crawford county, read on the third instant, was again

read, and referred to Mr. M 'Arthur, Mr. Mitchell,

and Mr. Lattimore, to consider and report thereon.
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On motion of Mr. Vance and Mr. Hai-t,

The resolution laid upon the table on the second in-

stant, was again read, considered, and unanimously
adopted, as follows, toivit:

Whereas our relations with foreign poM^ers stand in a

precarious situation, particularly with the government
of Great Britain.

And whereas the late outrages committed on our so-

vereignt}^, as a free and independent nation, has not,

perhaps, been exceeded in the history of civilized na-

tions, and for which it remains uncertain whether that

government is disposed to make such acknowledgments
and satisfaction, as one independent nation should ex-
pect from another ; and, as war may probably ensue,

Therefore,

Resolved, That a committee of three Members be
appointed by the Senate, to join a committee of the

House of Representatives, (should that House think

proper to appoint such committee) for the purpose of
addressing the general government, expressive of assu-

rances of our support and co-operation in such measures
as Congress may think expedient to adopt, relative to

the present circumstances in which we stand with the

government of Great Britain.

Ordered, That Mr. Vance, Mr. Wayne, and Mr.
Mitchell, be a committee for that purpose. And,

Ordered, That the Clerk present an extract of the

said resolution to the House of Representatives, for

concurrence.

Adjourned till 11 o'clock to-morrow morning.

Tuesday/, December 8, 1807.

The bill, entitled 'M/z act to enable Ann Rambo, ex-

ecuirix, and Jacob Shainline^ executor of the last %vill

and testament of Abraham Rambo, to execute a deed of
coniieyancefor a lot ofground in Upper Merlon township,

Montgomery county,'''' was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, ''Shall this bill pass?'''* being put,

was determined in the affirmative.
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Ordered, That it be presented to the House of Re-
presentatives for concurrence.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented

for concurrence "y^ resolution authorizing and directing

the Secretary of the Commonwealth to cause to be printed

and distributed a certain number of copies of the law rela-

ti've to domestic attachments;'''' which was read the first

time.

Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Vance and Mr. Pennell,

And by special order, the said resolution was read

the second time ; and, being under consideration,

A motion was made by Mr. Roberts and Mr. Penw

nell, to amend the resokition by striking out ^'Secretary

of the Coinmoniuealth,^'' and inserting in place thereof,

" Clerk of the Senate^'''' so as to make it the duty of the

latter, and not the former, to procure to be printed the

said act.

Thereupon,
A motion was made by Mr. Vance and Mr. W^ayne,

to postpone the further consideration of the motion to

amend, together with the resolution, for the present;

which was^agreed to.

Moved by Mr. Vance and Mr. Martin,

Resoh-^ed, That the Clerk be authorized to direct the
^

printer of the Journal of the Senate, to strike off one*'

hundred and fifty additional copies of the Journal, to

enable the Clerk to furnish the printers of newspapers
and others who may apply for the same.

Resolved, That the Clerk of Senate, as soon as the

printing of the Journal and Bills of this session are fin-

ished, shall employ a person skilled in printing to exam-
ine the same, and report to him, whether they have
been done agreeably to the resolution of one thousand
eight hundred and two.

Ordered, To be laid upon the table.
' The petition of Thomas Atkinson, read on the fourth

instant, was again read, and referred to Mr. M 'Arthur,

Mr. Slaymaker, and Mr. Blocher, to consider and re-

port thereon.

On leave eiven,

Mr. Dorsey read a bill in his place ; and, by permis-
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sion of the Senate, presented tlie same to the chair, en-

titled, "^7Z act to encourage the growing of nvool
;'''' which

'was read the first time.

Moved by Mr. Wayne and Mr. Roberts,

Whereas the General Assembly of this Common-
wealth possess a valuable collection of books ; yet,

from the confused state of the library, and the total

want of system in taking out and re -placing books, and
generally the inconvenience, if not ill consequence which
must result from the want of the necessaiy responsi-

bility ; for the safety and care of keeping the books be-

ing definitely fixed in the same person, form ground of

serious regret, and still more serious apprehensions

upon this subject.

And whereas a valuable collection of books is a ne-

cessary appendage to the Legislature of the Common-
wealth ; and, as it is improper that they should be suf-

fered to remain in so exposed a state, when a compara-

tively small expence, with a good system of rules,

would not only render them secure, but more gen-

erally useful to the Members of the two Houses.

Therefore,

Be It resohed by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives of the Common%\}ealth of Pennsyhania in General

Assembly met, and it is hereby resohed by the authority

of the same, That the librarian shall be the Clerk of the

Senate and the Clerk of the House of Representatives,

alternately ; and the librarian for the time being, shall

receive at tlie rate of dollars per annum, to be paid

out of the contingent funds of the House of which he

was Clerk whilst acting as librarian ; and the Clerk of

the Senate shall be librarian until the second Tuesday
of December, one thousand eight hundred and eight.

Resolved, That the library shall be open from nine

o'clock in the morning, until twelve at noon ; and from

three o'clock until five o'clock in the afternoon of each

day (Sundays excepted) during the session ; and, on

the application of any Member or Clerk, the Governor

or any of the heads of dcpartmxCnt of state, or on their

written order, the librarian or his assistant shall furnish

such books as may be recjuired, to be returned within

one week at the farthest ; and, at the same time, the
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librarian or his assistant shall make a proper entry of the

deUvery of such books.

Resolved, That the librarian shall call upon such per-

sons as may have detained any book or books beyond
the limited time, and request the return of such book
or books ; and if at the end of the session there shall

be any books not returned, the librarian shall make out

a list of such books, with the name or names of such
person or persons to whom they were furnished, and
shall afix such list in the library room.

Resolved, That the expence which may accrue in

fitting up the library room for the better accommodation
of the books, shall be paid out of the contingent funds

of the respective Houses.

Ordered to lie upon the table.

Adjourned till 11 o'clock to-morrow morning.

fFednesday^ December 9, 1807.

Mr. Mayer presented the petition of Adam Hart,

Door-keeper, praying to be allowed the expences he is

at, in having the wood for the use of the Senate brought
into the Senate chamber. And the same was read,

and

Laid upon the table.

Mr. Mitchell, from the committee to whom was re-

ferred on the seventh instant the petition of Thomas
Campbell, made report as follows, to wit:

That they have considered the facts and statements

therein contained, and believe them true ; and therefore

submit the following resolution, viz.

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to bring

in a bill, allowing Thomas Campbell the sum of

-dollars, for his loss of time, trouble, and expences
which he incurred through the error of the agents of

the Commonwealth.
Moved by Mr. Roberts and Mr. Hart,

Resolved, That the Clerk of the Senate be, and
he is hereby directed to procure for the use of Se-

nate, one copy of the latest American edition of Jacob's



56 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE.

Law Dictionary, and one copy ditto, of Espinassi's

Digest of the Practice of Law.
Ordered to lie upon the table.

The Speaker laid before the Senate, a letter from
George Bryan, soliciting to be re-appointed Clerk of

the Senate ; which was read, and
Laid upon the table.

The resolutions offered by Mr. Vance and Mr. Mar-
tin, yesterday, directing the Clerk to procure one hun-
dred and fifty additional copies of the Journal of the

Senate to be printed ; and directing the Clerk to employ
a person skilled in printing to examine the printing

work of the Senate, were severally read the second
time, considered, and adopted.

Agreeably to the order of the day, the Senate pro-

ceeded to the choice of Clerk (Mr. Sommer being first

appointed teller) ; and, upon counting the votes, it ap-

peared that George Biyan was unanimously elected.

Whereupon,
,
The Speaker administered the usual oaths of office to

George Bryan.

The Clerk nominated Stacy Potts, jun. as his assist-

ant ; in which nomination the Senate concurred.

The resolution for ''•Supplying certain Members^ &:c.

of the present Legislature, with Carey £s? Bioretfs edition

of the Laws, together with Bioren''s Continuation y'''' was
read the second time, considered, and concurred.

Ordered, ,That it be returned to the House of Re-
presentatives, with information, that Senate have adopted
the said resolution without amendment.

On motion of Mr. Wayne and Mr. Roberts,

The Senate resumed the consideration of the resolu-

tion '•'Authorizing the Secretary of the Comjnonwealth to

procure to be printed arid distributed, a certain number of
copies of the law relatii^e to domestic attachments.'^''

The motion to amend the said resolution recurring.

Whereupon,
It was moved by Mr, Mitchell and Mr. Roberts, and
Agieed, That the said Resolution, together with the

motion to amend the same, be referred to a committee
to consider and report thereon. And,

Ordered, That Mr. Mitchell, Mr. Wayne, and Mr.
Roberts, be the committee for that purpose.
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Thereupon,
,.

It was moved by Mr. Vance and Mr. Roberts,

Resolved, That the committee to v^hom was referred

the resokition from the House of Representatives, di-

recting the publication of the law on domestic attach-

ments, be instructed to inquire into the causes v/hy the

Laws and Journals of the last session of the Legislature

were not delivered at the Prothonotary's office of the

respective counties, according as directed by law ; and
that the committee be authorised to send for persons

and papers.

Ordered to lie upon the table.

Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Brady and Mr. Vance, and by

special order,

The said resolution was again read, considered, and
adopted.

Adjourned till 11 o'clock to-morrow morning.

Thursday, December 10, 1807.

Mr. Mitchell presented the petition of William
Morehead, of Halifax township, in the county of
Dauphin, stating. That he now resides at, and is owner
of a ferry, heretofore occupied and known by the name
of " Lytle''s ferry ^^'' situate on the east side of the river

Susquehanna : That he has laid out a town at the same
place, called ^'- WiUiams'oiUe.'''' He therefore prays for

an act establishing the right of said ferry in him. And
the said petition was twice read, and referred to Mr.
Mitchell, Mr, Martin, and Mr. Laird, to consider and
report thereon.

Mr. Miller, from the committee to whom was re-

ferred on the fifth instant the petition of Catharine Karl,

on leave now given, reported the bill entitled, ^^An act

to authorize Jacob Rudizill and George Karl, adminis-

trators of the estate of George Karl, (kceased, to convey

a part of a tract of land therein described to William
r(?.v/7o-;"which was read the first time.

On motion of Mr. Mitchell and Mr. Roberts,
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Resoh-'ed, That the committee, who were yesterday

instructed to inquire into the causes of delay in printing

and distributing the Laws and Journals of the last ses-

sion of the Legislature, be further instructed to inquire

into the causes of delay in printing and distributing the

Militia Law, &c. under a resolution of the thirteenth

of April last ; and also into the manner and expences of

the distribution of the Laws and Journals of the General
Assembly.

Adjourned till 11 o'clock to-morrow morning.

Friday^ December 11, 1807-

Mr. Mitchell, from the commitee to whom was
yesterday referred the petition of William Morehead,
on leave now given, reported the bill entitled, '' An act

to estahlsh a public ferry on the cast side of the rher
Susquehanna in the county of Dauphin^ and to i}est the

right thereof in William Morehead, his heirs, and as-

signs ;'''' which was read the first time.

Mr. M'Arthur, from the committee to whom Vv^as

referred on the seventh instant, the petition of the sub-

scribers thereto, inhabitants of Crawford county, on leave

now given, reported the bill entitled, ''An act to declare

certain parts of Muddy creek in the county of Craivford, a
public higuway ;''"' which was read the first time.

Mr. Mitchell, from the committee appointed for that

purpose, reported the bill entitled, ^"An act for the re-

lief of Thomas Campbell, of the county of York;'''' which
was read the first time.

The resolution, respecting the procuring of certain

books, read on the ninth instant, was again read, con-

sidered, and adopted.

The resoluuion, moved by Mr. Roberts and Mr.
Vance, read on the third instant, was agam read, con-

sidered, and adopted, as follows, to ivit :

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire

and make report, if any, and v/hat alterations, may use-

fully and conveniently be made, by law, in the Land-
Oilice, the Departments of Accounts, and of the Trea-

sury ; and that the said committee be authorized to call
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upon the principals of said depaitments, for such inform-

ation relative to their respective offices, as they may find

necessary.

Ordered, That Mr. Roberts, Mr. Brady, Mr. Som-
mer, Mr. Mitchell, and Mr. Vance, be a committee
for the purposes expressed in the said resolution.

Moved by Mr. Roberts and Mr. Hart.

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire

if any, and what alteration may, with justice to indivi-

duals and to the community at large, be made in the

provisions of the act entitled, ''• An act to extend to

certain turnpike companies therein mentioned, the same
powers, rights, and primlcges, that are 7iow possessed

by the president, managers, and company of the Phila-

delphia and Lancaster turnpike road.''"'

Ordered to lie upon the table.

Adjourned till 11 o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Saturday^ December 12, 1807.

Mr. Mitchell presented the petition of the subscribers

thereto, inhabitants of Rye township, Cumberland
county, praying for an alteration in the place of holding

their elections : and the same was twice read, and re-

ferred to Mr. Mitchell, Mr. Martin, and Mr. Laird,

to consider and report thereon.

The bill entitled, '•'An act to encourage the growing of
wool;'''' was read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into a committee of the

whole (Mr. Brady in the chair) for the furdier consider-

ation thereof.

And, after some time spent therein,

The committee rose, reported progress, and asked,

leave to sit again ; v/hich was not granted.

Thereupon,
The said bill was referred to Mr. Dorsey, Mr.

Wayne, Mr. Mitchell, Mr. Lattimore, and Mr. Ran-
kin, to consider and report thereon.

The petition of Adam Hart, read on the ninth in-
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stant, was again read, and referred to Mr. Mayer, Mr.
Blocher, and Mr. Gress, to consider and report thereon.

Adjourned tiii Monday morning, 11 o'clock.

Monday, December 14, 1807.

Mr. Mitchell, from the committee to ^vhom was re-

ferred on the nindi instant, the resolution from the

House of Representatives authorizing and directing the

Secretary of the Commonwealth to procure to be print-

ed and distributed a certain number of copies of the bill

entitled, '"'An act to regulate the se'ueral laivs reiathe to

domestic attachments ;'''' and who were instructed, on the

ninth and tenth instant, to inquire into the causes of de-

lay in printing and distributing the Laws and Journals

of the last session of the General Assembly, made re-

port, in part, tovjit:

The resolution from the House of Representatives,

with sundry amendments ; which were read as reported.

Whereupon,
On motion, and by special order.

The said report was again read, considered, and
adopted.

Thereupon,
The question on adopting the resolution as amended,

being put, was determined in the afiirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Re-
presentatives Avith information, that Senate have passed

the said resolution with amendments, in which the con-

currence of that House is requested.

The amendments are

—

That the work l^e done " as soon as conijeniently may
he''''— '-' on good, paper''''—and '^distributed to the con-

stables of the respect'ive tonimships.^ and by them deposited

at the usualplace of hold'ing public meetings in their rcs-

pecti'ue townships^ for the use of the citizens thereof''^

The resolution relative to the library, was read the

second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the
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whole, (Mr. Hart in the chair) for the furdier consider-

ation thereof.

And, after some time,

The committee rose, reported progress, and had

leave to sit again on Monday the tvventy-first instant.

Adjourned till 11 o'clock to-morrow morning.

Tuesday, December 15, 1807.

Mr. Miller, from the committee to whom was referred

on the fifth instant, the petition of Alexander Robeson,

by his attorney James Orbison, made report, as follows,

to ivit :

That, after a very careful and attentive examination

of the subject, they find. That, agreeably to an act of

the General Assembly passed the eighteenth day of De-.

cember, one thousand seven hundered and eighty, Abra-
ham Dubois and William Goforth were appointed au-

ditors, to settle the depreciation of pay due to the troops

of this state, in the service of the United States ; and that,

on the twenty-ninth day of March, one thousand seven

hundred and eighty-one, the auditors aforesaid certified,

That the state of Pennsylvania was indebted to Michael
Ryan in the sum of five hundred and forty-five pounds,

twelve shillings and six-pence, specie, being the amount
of the depreciation of his pay from the first day of Jan-

uary, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-seven,

to the tM'clfth day of April, one thousand seven hundred
and seventy-nine. It therefore appears to the committee,

that, agreeably to the aforesaid act of the General As-
sembly, the agents were duly appointed ; and that the

services for \\ hich this certificate vvas given, were ren-

dered within the proper limits of the act by which they

were governed ; that they were the sole judges authorized

to examine into the vouchers to be produced as evidences

of claims whereon to issue such certificates ; and that

they did issue the above certificate is an indubitable fact.

It further appears, that this certificate was regularly con-

veyed to Alexander Robeson, and stands* cancelled in

the books of the Comptroller-General ; this being the
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case, a credit must haA^e passed in favor of this state, to

the full amount of the same, in their settlement \i illi the

United States. The petitioner, asking nothing further

of the Legislature than leave to bring suit ag. inst the

Commonwealth, is \\ illing to rest the issue oi his claim

in the decision of a court of law. This appearing so just

and reasonable a request, the committee cannot think it

would be fair to withhold their compliance therewith.

Therefore,

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in

a bill authorizing the petitioner to bring suit ior his claim

against this Commonwealth, and that the attorney-general

be instructed, on the part of tlie state, to appear in de-

fence thereof.

The bill entitled, ^'^An act to establish a public ferry

on the east side of the ri'uer Susquehanna in the county of
Dauphin^ and to 'uest the right thereof in William More-

head, his heirs and assigns
,'''' was read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Wayne in the chair) for the further con-

sideration thereof.

And, after some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill without

amendment.
Thereupon,

On motion of Pvlr. Mitchell and Mr. Martin, and by
special order.

The said bill ^A^as considered by section, and agreed

to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

The Clerk of the House of RepresentatiA'Cs returned

the bill entitled, '^An act to enable Ann Rambo, ex-

ecutrix, and Jacob Shainline, executor of the last will

and testament of Abraham Rambo, to execute a deed of
conveyancefor a lot ofground in Upper Merioti tovmship,

Montgomery county;^'' and informed, that the House of

Representatives had passed the same without amend-
ment.

He also informed, that the House of Representatives

have concurred the amendments by Senate, to the reso-

lution ''Authorizing and directing ihc Secretary of the
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Commomvealth to cause to be printed and distributed a

certain number of copies of the la%v relative to domestic

attachments. '

'

And he presented for concurrence,

The (3iU entitled, ''An act vesting a title to sixty acres

of land m Somerset toivnship^ Somerset county, in cer-

tain trustees and their successors, for the benefit of a

congregation coynposed of Presbyterians and Lutherans ;''^

and an Extract rrom the Journal of that House.

The bill presented for concurrence, was read the

first time.

The Extract from the Journal of the House of Repre-

sentatives was read, as follows, to wit :

" In the House of Representatives,

''December 15, 1807.
" Resolved, That the Legislature will adjourn on

Saturday the nineteenth instant, to meet again on Mon-
day the twenty-eighth instant."

Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Wayne and Mr, Dorsey, and by

special order,

The said resolution was again read ; and, after de-

bate, the Yeas and Nays on adopting the same, were
required by Mr. Vance and Mr. Roberts ; and, upon
the question being put, the Members voted as follow,

to wit:
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Ordered, That the Clerk acquaint the House of Re-
presentatives thereof.

Adjourned till 1 1 o'clock to-morrow morning.

Wednesday^ December 16, 1807.

The Speaker laid before the Senate a letter from
Thomas Jefferson, President of the United States, (di-

rected to the Speakers of the two Houses) with the

enclosure; which were severally read, as foliov/, to wit:

WASHINGTON, December 10, 1807.
Gentlemen,

I RECEIVED some time ago from the

Speakers of the Senate and House of Representatives of
Pennsylvania, an Address from the tvv-o Houses, to-

which, on public considerations, it was thought advis-

able that the answer should be deferred awhile. I now
ask permission to convey the answer through the same
channel ; and to tender you the assurances of my high

consideration and respect.

TH: JEFFERSON.
The Hon. Presley C. Lane, Speaker^

of the Senate ;
{

Sim.on Snyder, Speaker of J>

tJie House of Represen-
j

tathes ofPe?msyha7iia.j

TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF
PENNSYLVANIA.

I RECEIVED in due season the address of the

General Assembly of Pennsylvania under cover from the

Speakers of the two Houses, in which, with their appro-

bation of the general course of my administration, they

v/ere so good as to express their desire that I would con-

sent to be proposed again to the public voice, on the

expiration of m^y present term of office.... Entertaining,

as I do, for the General Assembly of Pennsylvania,

those sentiments of high respect which v/ould have

prompted an immediate answer, I was certain, never-
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theless, they would approve a delay which had for its

object to avoid a premature agitation of the public mind,

on a subject so interesting as the Election of a Chief

Magistrate.

That I should lay down my charge at a proper period,

is as much a duty as to have borne it faithfully. If some
termination to the services of the Chief Magistrate be not

fixed by the constitution, or supplied by practice, his

office, nominally for years, will in fact, become for life ;

and history shews how easily that degenerates into an
inheritance. Believing that a Representative Govern-
ment, responsible at short periods of election, is that

which produces the greatest sum of happiness to man-
kind, I feel it a duty to do no act vvhich shall essentially

impair that principle ; and I should unwillingly be the

person who, disregarding tlie sound precedent set by
an illustrious predecessor, should furnish the first ex-

ample of prolongation beyond the second term of office.

Truth also recjulres me to add, that I am sensible of

that dqcliiie which advancing years bring on ; and, feel-

ing their physical, I ought not to doubt their mental

effect. Happy if I am the first to perceive, and to obey
this admonition of Nature, and to solicit a retreat from
cares too great for the wearied faculties of age.

For the approbation which the General Assembly of

Pennsylvania has been pleased to express of the prin-

ciples and measures pursued in the management of their

afiliirs, I am sincerely thankful: And should I be so

fortunate as to carry into retirement the equal approba-

tion and goodwill of my fellov/ citizens generally, it

v.iil be the comfort of my iature days, and will close a

service of forty years with the only reward it ever wished.

TH: JEFFERSON.
December 10, 1807.

Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Hart and Mr. Roberts,

'Aareed, That the usual number of copies of tlie Pre-

sident's Answer to the Address of the last General As-
sembly, be printed for the use of the Members.

Mr. M'Arthur presented the petition of John Patter-

son, stating. That he v^as enlisted as a soldier in the

revolutionary war, hv Captain Rublev, and ser\-ed du-
* * *

9
'
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ring part of a }''ear ; that he received a wound through

the body, at the time the British army crossed the Cat-

anba river ; that he v.as previously, to that period, in

actual service of his country more than two years ; that

he has suffered very much in consequence of his wound

:

He further states, That he never received any ccmpen-
sation for his services ; and therefore prays relief. And
the said petition was twice read, and referred to Mr.
jVrArthur, Mr. Mciyer, and Mr. Slaymaker, to con-

sider and report thereon.

Mr. Mitchell presented the petition of John Ashton,

late a lieutenant in the Pennsylvania line, stating. That
he entered the service of his country at an early period,

and continued thei'ein till the derangement under the

resolution of Congress of June, one thousand seven

hundred and seveniy-eight ; upon which he settled in a

remote part of Virginia, and had not an opportunity of

applying for his pay before the act of limitation was
passed : He therefore prays the interposition of the

Legislature. And the said petition was twice read, and

referred <:o Mr. Mitchell, Mr. Dorsey, and IMr. Heister,

to consider and report thereon.

Mr. M'Arthur, from the committee to whom was
referred on the eighth instant, the petition of Thoniaa
Aikinson, made report, as follows, to voit : ^

That the committee have examined the claim of the

petitioner, and are of opinion it is founded on an equit-

able principle ; inasmuch as it appears, that the peti-

tioner was commissioned by the Governor, on the fifth

day of Marcli, one thousand eight hundred and seven,

to publish such laws as were of a general or public na-

ture ; and that the reriolution which limits the authonty

of the Qovernor, was passed the ninth of April, one

thousand eis-ht hundred and seven.

Mr. Mitchell, from the committee to Vv'hom vi-as

referred on the twelfth instant, the petition of the sub-

scribers thereto, inhabitants of Rye township, Cumber-
land county, on leave now given, reported the bill en-

titled, ^'J.n act altering the place of holding the elections

in Rye tovo7iship^ in Cumberland county;'''' which Vv'as

read the first time. «*

Mr. Mayer, from the committee to whom was .reS^||d
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on the twelfth instant, the petition of Adam Halt, Door-

keeper, made report, as follows, to %vit :

That they have taken the subject referred to them,

under consideration, and are of opinion, that the prayer

of the petitioner ought to be granted; they therefore

offer the following resolution to the ccnsideraticn of

Senate

:

Resolved, That Adam Flart be allowed extra pay for

having: v/ood carried into Senate chamber, and ashes

taken av/ay, which shall not exceed twenty-five cents

per day ; and of v/hich he shall keep a regular account.

The bill entitled, '''An act to establish a public ferry

on the easf^s'icle of the rher Susquehanna in the county of
Dauphin^ and to 'vest the right thereof hi JVilHam More-
head, his heirs a?2d assigns,^'' v/as read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, " Shall this bill pass?'''' being put,

was determined in the aSi'mative.

Ordered, That it be presented to the House of Re-

presentatives for concurrence.

The bill entitled, '•'An act to declare certain 'parts of
Muddy creek, in the county of Craivford, a public high-

ivay,'''' w^as read the second time, considered by sec-

tion, and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

The bill entitled, ''•An act for the relief of Thomas
Campbell, of the county of York^'' v/as read the second

time.
' Whereupon,

The Senate resolved itself into a committee of the

w4iole (Mr. Dorsey in tlie chair) for the further consider-

ation thereof.

And, after some time spent therein,

The committee rose, and reported the bill with

amendm.ents, which were read as reported.

The Clerk of the H|>use of Representatives presented

for" signature

:

1. "yf resolution for supplying certain Members, &c.

of the present Legislature, with Carey ^ Bioren''s edi-

tion of the Laws, together with BiorevJ's Continuation.'^''

2. "yf resolution authorizing and directing the Secre-

tary of the Commonwealth to cause to be printed and dis-



68 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE.

trihiited a certain number of copies of the laiv relathe to

domestic attachments.''^

Whereupon,
The Speaker signed the same.

Moved by Mr. Vance and Mr. Mitchell.

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire

whether any, and if any, what provision should be made,
by law, for the defence of the northern and western
frontier parts of this state.

Ordered to lie upon the table.

Adjourned till 11 o'clock to-monov/ morning.

Thursday, December 17? 1807.

The bill entitled, ^^An act to declare certain parts of
Muddy creek, in the county of Crawford^ a public high-

way,^'' was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, '^ Shall this bill pass ?^^ being put,

was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be presented to the House of Re-
presentatives for concurrence.

The bill entitled, ''•An act for the relief of Thotnas

Campbell, of the county of York^'''' as reported yesterday

by committee of the v» liole, vi/as considered by section.

The first and only section being under consideration,

After debate,

A motion was made by Mr. M'Arthur and Mr.
Vance, to postpone the further consideration of the bill,

till the fourth of January next ; which was agreed to.

The bill entitled, '''An act to authorize Jacob Rudizill

afid George Karl, administrators of the estate of George

Karl, deceased, to conijcy a part ofa tract ofland therein

described to IVilliam Young^^'' wq,s read the second time.

"Whereupon,
*'

The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Brady in tlie chair) for the further con-

sideration thereof.

And, after some time spent therein.

The committee rose, the chairman reported progress,
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and had leave to sit again on Tuesday the fifth of Jan-

uary next.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented

for coiicurrence, the bill entitled, ^^An act to extend an

act entitled, '''An act to authorize the Secretary of the

Land-Office to sign patentsfor land and land ivarrants;''^

and, foi signature,

The bill entitled, ''An act to enable Ann Ramboy ex-

ecutrix, and Jacob Shainline, executor of the last ivill

ajid testament of Abraham Rambo, to execute a deed of
conveyancefor a lot ofground in Upper Mcrion townships

Montgomery county.''''

Whereupon,
The Speaker signed the said bill.

The bill entitled, ''''An act to extend an act entitled,

''An act tv authorize the Secretary of the Land-Office to

sign patents for land and land ivarrants,^'' was read the

first time.

Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Mitchell and Mr. Wayne, and by

special order,

The said bill was read the second time, considered

by section, ar.d agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

Thereupon,
On motion of Mr. Brady and Mr. Wayne, and by

unanimous consent, the said bill was read the third

time. And,
On the question, " Shall this bill pass?'''' being put,

it was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Re-
presentatives, with information, that Senate have passed

the same without amendment.
Mr. Miller, from the committee appointed for that

purpose, made the following report, to vjit :

The committee appointed to join the committee of

the House of Representatives, to compare bills and pre-

sent them to the Governor for his approbation, report,

tjiat they have this day presented to the Governor for

his approbation, the bill and resolutions entitled as fol-

low, to ivit :

1. ^'An act to enable Ann Rambo, executrix, and



70 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE.

Jacob Shainline^ executor of the last 'will and testament

ofAbraham Rambo, to execute a deed of cGivocyance for
a lot of ground in Upper Merlon township, Montgomery
"county."'''

2. ''A resolution for supplying certain Members. &c.

of the present Legislature, imth Carey £s? Bioren''s edition

of the Laivs, together iinth Bioren''s Contmuation.

3. ''•A resolution directing the publication of '^An act

to alter and amend the several lavjs of tins Commcn-
'nDealth, rtlatroe to domestic attachments.''''

Adjourned till 11 o'clock to-morrow morning.

Friday
J
December 18, 1807.

Mr. Blocher presented the petition of Christian Shoe-
key, of Southampton township, Somerset county, stat-

ing, That he served his country during the revolutionary

war, in several companies in the Pennsylvania line;

that he was severely wounded, and is nov/ incapacitated,

by reason of his wound and advanced rge, to support

himself and a IarG:e family : lie therefore prays relief.

And the said petition was read, and,

Laid upon the table.

The Secretary of the Commonv/ealth presented two
several messages from the Governor, \ihich were read,

as follow, to wit :

^^To the Senate and House of Represcntati'Ges of the

Commonwealtli of Pennsyhania.
*' Gentlemen,

" I HAVE this day approved and signed

the follovv'ing Act and Resolutions of the General As-
sembly, and directed the Secretary to return the same
to the respective Houses in wiiich they originated.

1. "yiVz act to enable Ann Ra?nbo, executrix, and
Jacob Shainline, executor of the last will and testament

^f Axbraham Rambo, to execute a deed of conveyancefor
a lot ofground in Upper Merion to%vnship, Mojngome7y
county.''''

2. ''A Resolution requiring the Secretary of the Com-
monwealth to caiiSQ the act cmitledy '-^A.n act to alter and
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amend the several laws of this Commonwealth relative to

domest'c attac/iments to be printed, and to send a certain

nuuibcr of copies to tlie Protiionotaries of the several coun-

ties.''

3. '"'A Resolution requiring the Secretary of the Com'
monwealth to deliver one cof-y of the laws ofPennsylvania,
printed by Carey '<y Bioren, tiie seventh volume thereof

printed by said Bioren, to each Member of tlie present

Legislature, vojio has not /leretofore received the same,

"THOMAS M'KEAN.
^^ Lancaster, December IQ, 1807."

" To the Senate and House of Representatives of the

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

''Gentlemen,
*' THE Secretary will herewith lay before

the respective Houses, copies of a report of the Adju-
tant-General, relative to the detachment of the Penn-
sylvania Miiitia, which has been ordered for service,

agreeably to the requisitiou of the President of the.United
States; together with the General Orders of the Gov-
ernor aiid ccnimander in chief, thereto annexed.

'' TKOMx\S M'KEAN.
*' Lancaster Decmber 18, 1807."

Tnc documents accompanying the latter message were
severally rsad, and

Laid upon the table.

The Speaker iaLd beibrc the Senate, the report of tlic

Secretary of the Lund-OFfice, respecting the expenditure

of the extra appropriation for clerk-hire in that office,

under the act of the Legislature of the last session. Also
an account of the contingent expences in the said OiRcej

during the last year.

By the first report it appeal's, that the following distri-

bution Vi^as made by the Secretary of the Land-Office of
the extra appropriation, to wit

:

David Reyner, - g 400
Joseph Efiicott, - - 400
Ephraim Morton, - - 136
George Wori-ail, - - 64

-^—S 1,000
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The Secretary remarks, that, independently of the

increase of the usual business in the office, there will be

a considerable addition, in consequence of a recent appli-

cation from the North American Land company. That
the continuation of the additional alloAvance for cierk-hire

will be indispensably necessary.

The bill entitled, ''An act 'uesting a title to sixty acres

of land in Somerset toumship^ Somerset county^ in certain

trustees and their successors^ for the bcneft of a congrega-

tion composed of Presbyterians and Lutherans^'''' was read

the second time, considered by section, and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

On motion of Mr. Roberts and Mr. Hart.

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire

if any, and what further provision ought to be made, by
law, respecting the conflicting claims to land in tiie

Seventeen Townships in the county of Luzerne ; and
that the committee be authorized to report by bill or

otherwise.

Ordered, That Mr. Roberts, Mr. Brady, and Mr.
Mitchell, be a committee for that purpose.

The report of the committee on the petition of Adam
Hart, recid the sixteenth instant, was again read, consi-

dered, and the resolution attached thereto adopted, as

follows, to ivit :

Resolved, That Adam Hart be allowed extra pay for

having wood carried into Senate chamber, and ashes

taken away, which shall not exceed twenty-five cents

per day, and of which he shall keep a regular account.

The resolution oifered by Mr. Vance and Mr.
Tditchell, on the sixteenth instant, was again read, con-

sidered, and adopted, as follovv's, to ivit :

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire

and report ^\hether any, and, if any, what pro\'ision

should be made, by law, for the defence of the northern

and 'tvestern frontier parts of this state.

Ordered, That Mr. Vance, Mr. Wayne, and Mr.
M'Arthur, be a committee for that purpose.

On motion of Mr. Laird and Mr. Hiester.

Agreed, That the t\i elfth item of the report of the

committee on unfinished business, to wit:

Th e bill entitled, "^;/ act to authorize the GcTer?:or
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to subscribe on behalf of the Commonivealth^ for shares

in certain turnpike roads ^^'' postponed for the present on

the seventh instant, be referred to Mr. Laird, Mr.
Brady, and Mr. Vance, to consider and report thereon.

Adjourned till 11 o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Saturday^ December 19, 1807-

The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented

for signature,

The bill entitled, ^'An act to extend an act entitled

^

^'•Jn act to authorize the Secretary of the Land-Offce to

sign patents for land and land %\3arrants
:''"' and he also

prestrated an Extract from the Journal of that House.
Tlie Speaker signed the bill presented for signature.

The Extract from the Journal of the House of Repre-

sentatives was read, as follows, to ivit :

*' In the House of Representatiiies^

December 18, 1807.
*' Resolved, That a committee be appointed to join a

committee of the Senate, to report to their respective

Houses, an address to the general government, expressive

of assurances of our support and co-operation in such
measures as Congress may think expedient to adopt,

relative to the present circumstances in which vv^e stand

with the Government of Great Britain. And,
" Ordered, That Messrs. Lacock, Leib, and Boileau,

be a committee for that purpose."

The Speaker laid before the Senate, a letter from the

Secretary of the CommonvvTalth, which was read, as

follows, to ivit :

"Sir,
"BY the Governor's directions, I have this day

laid before the House of Representatives, returns of the

taxable inhabitants and slaves within the several counties
of this Commonwealth, except those for the counties of
Bucks, Butler, Franklin, Fayette, Huntingdon, Greene^
and Warren, which have not been received irom the

respective county commissioners.
** I am. Sir, very resDectfullVp

10 ' '
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" Your obedient servant,

" T. M. THOMPSON, Ser,

'^ Secretary''s-Office^ Lancaster^ Dec. 1807. ,

" Hon. Presley Car Lane^ Esq. Speaker'}

of the Senate of Pennsyhania.^'' 5

Mr. Hart, from the committee appointed for that

purpose, made report, That the committee, in conjunc-

tion with the committee of the House of Representa-

tives, have this day presented to the Governor for his

approbation, the bill entitled, ''An act to extend an act

entitled^ ''An act to authorize the Secretary of the Land-

Office to sign patents for land and land ivarrants.''''

Moved by Mr. Hart and Mr. Hiester.

That when Senate adjourn,, the adjournment be till

four o'clock in the afternoon of the day agreed upon
by botli Houses ; Vvhich was adopted.

Whereupon,
In pursuance of a joint resolution of the fifteenth in-

stant;,

Adjourned till 4 o'clock in the afternoon of Monday,
the twenty-eighth instant.

Monday^ December SS, 1807,

IN THE AFTERNOON.
The Speaker laid before the Senate, a letter from B.

Henry Latrobe, stating. That he is authorized and re-

quested by Messrs. Diedrichs and Co. of New^-York,

on behalf of Francis Dedrich, and sons, of Ramscheid,

ncai' Dusseldorf, in Germany, to propose to supply the

state of Pennsylvania with any quantity of arms, either

fire or side arms, and accoutrements for cavalry, which
may be required ; that the most ample security and satis-

faction can be given, for the faithful performance of any

contract which nia}^ be entered into for the delivery of

such arms, &c.

And the same was read, and.

Laid upon the table.

Adjourned till 11 o'clock, to-morrow morning.
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Tuesday, December 29, 1807o

Mr. M'Arthur presented the petition and memorial of

the subscribers thereto, inhabitants of the counties lying

north and west of the rivers Ohio, Allegheny, and Cone-
wango creek, stating, That many of the memorialists

have heretofore been in the habit of laying their griev-

ances before the Legislature, in expectation of having

complete justice done to them ; but it is w^ith extreme
regret that they find themselves constrained to bring to

the recollection of the Legislature, their sufferings, and
causes which have produced them. The memorialists

enter into a narrative of their conflict "with the great

landed companies, the hardships and expehces which
they have encountered, in resisting the repeated suits at

law in the courts of the United States, which those

companies have brought, to deprive them of their lands

held by a fair title from the state : They therefore pray
the interposition of the Legislature, so that the disputes

may be finally terminated. And the said petition v/as

read, and.

Laid upon the table.

On motion of Mr. Vance and Mr. Martin,

The following resolution was twice read, considered
and adopted, to ivit :

Resolved, That the Speaker draw his warrant on the

State Treasurer, in favor of William Greear, printer of
the Bills of the Senate, for the sum of two hundred dol-

lars, he to be aa^ountable for the same.

WhereuDori,
A warrant was accordingly so drawn.
The report of the committee on the petition of Tho-

mas Atkinson, read on the sixteenth instant, was again
read, as follows, to %vit :

That the committee have examined the claim of the
petitioner, and are of opinion it is founded on an equit-

able principle; inasmuch as it appears, that the peti-

tioner was commissioned by the Governor, on the fifth

day of March, one thousand eight hundred and seven,
to publish such laws as wctq of a general or public na-
ture

; and tliat the resolution which limits the authority
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of the Governor, was passed the ninth of April, one
thousand eight hundred and seven.

Whereupon,
It was moved by Mr. M'Arthur and Mr. Slaymaker,

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Represen-

tatives of the Commonv/ealth of Pennsylvania in Gen-
eral Assembly met. That the Governor be, and he is

hereby authorized and required to draw his warrant on
the State Treasurer, in favor of Thomas Atkinson,
editor of " The Crawford Weekly Messenger," for the

sum of one hundred and one dollars and fifty cents, to

be paid out of any unappropriated money in the State

Treasury.

Ordered to lie upon the table.

Adjourned till 11 o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Wednesday, December 30, 1807.

The Speaker laid before the Senate, a letter from
John Ross, president of the Easton and Wilkesbarre

turnpike road, enclosing an abstract of the accounts of

that company, transmitted in pursuance of the act of

incorporation.

The following particulars are collected therefrom,

to \mt

:

The \^^hole of the road has been completed, and the

company are in the receipt of tolls for the whole dis-

tance.

Total amount of receipts for shares, pen-

alties and interest on the temporary
investment of a part of the funds, - % 50,174 95

Amount of expences, exploring
and surveying, printing,

books, &c. treasurer's and
secretary's compensation, &:c.

S^c. . , jg 3,760 37

Carriedfoi-voardy
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Brought for'vjardy g 50,174 95

Broughtforward, 8 3,760 87
Paid at different times to the

contractor for making the

road, - - 45,245 ^^Qh

Balance in the hands of the trea-

surer and other officers of the

company, - - 1,168 7lA

g 50,174 95

The foregoing constitutes what may be called

the active capital of the company; to which

add the following not yet realized

:

Thirty shares sold, but not yet

paid, - - g 1,500
One hundred and twenty-one

do. paid in part, - 2,782 10

Two hundred do. unsubscribed, 10,000
14,282 10

64,457 5

Amount of toll collected between the second
of December, one thousand eight hundred
and six, and the fourth of December, one
thousand eight hundred and seven, jg 2,064 90

Deduct expences of erecting gates, toll-

keeper's salary, repairs, &:c. - 1,372 6

Balance of tolls unexpended, jg 692 84
Mr. Rahm presented the petition of John Burnheatter,

Emanuel Bollinger, and Valentine Weirich, soldiers in

the army of the late revolutionary war, stating, That
they served their country in the most critical times of

her struggle with Great Britain : they acknowledge the

receipt of their pay, but that the usual grant of donation

land was not extended to them. They therefore pray
relief. And the said petitions v/ere read, and

Laid upon the table.

Mr. Rahm also presented the petition of Wendel
Fortney, stating, That he served as a soldier in the late

revolutionary war, in Captain Kopenhaver's company

;
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that he was wounded at the battle of Trenton, by which,

and the infirmities incident to advanced age, he is ren-

dered unable to maintain himself; and therefore prays

rehef. And the said petition was read, and,

Laid upon the table.

Mr. Vance, from the committee appointed on the

eighteenth instant, for that purpose, made the following

report, toivk:

That they have given the subject every consideration

in their power, and the following is the result of the in-

quiry : That the northern line of the state of Pennsyl-

vania extends about fifty miles on lake Erie, which is a

perfect frontier. From said lake, on the western boun-

dary, as far as the Ohio river, about one hundred miles,

covered by detached infant settlements in the Ohio state.

From lake Erie, along the Nev/-York line, a distance

unknoM n, and nearly in the same condition. In order

to keep danger as far as possible from our own citizens,

it will be the interest of this state to aid the settlements

in the Ohio state, that join our western boundary. The
committee are therefore of opinion, that good
rifle guns, a quantity of gunpowder, lead, tomahawks,

knives and gun-flints, should be procured, under the

agency of a good judge of the quality of those articles
;

also, that a safe place of deposit should be procured, and
means provided for transportation to the place so pro-

vided, Vv'ith a proper person to take the charge of, and
be responsible for the safe and 'well keeping thereof:

That officers should be appointed to purchase, transport

and issue such provisions and military stores as may be

necessaiy; their pay to com.m-ence when their services

are needful : That volunteer companies should

be raised, officered, and ready at a moment's warning

;

That dollars should be appropriated for defraying

the expences that may accrue in carrying the above

principles into complete effect
; part to be deposited in

the branch bank at Pittsburg, or some other safe place,

to be drawn therefrom as necessity may require. The
committee therefore offer the follov/ing resolution :

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in

a bill conformable to the above principles.

The bill entitled, ''An act 'ucsthig a title to sixty acres
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of land in Somerset toiDJiship, Somerset county^ in certain

trustees and their successors, for the benefit of a congrega-

tion composed of Presbyterians and Lutherans, '
' was read

the third time.

Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Brady and Mr. Vance, and by

unanimous consent, the bill was amended, by inserting-

a provision to exempt the said congregation from the

payment of '•'purchase money ^'"^ as well as "
officefees.

""^

And,
"

Thereupon,
The question, ''Shall this bill pass P"* being put,

was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Re-
presentatives, with information, tliat Senate have passed

the said bill, with one amendment (as before stated) in

which the concurrence of that House is requested.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented

for concurrence, the bill entitled', ''An act to incorporate

the trustees of the second Baptist church and congregation

in Philadelphia;'''' v/hicli was read the first time.

The petition of the subscribers thereto, inhabitants

of the counties lying north and west of the rivers Ohio,
Allegheny, and Conev/ango creek, read yesterday, was
again read, and referred to Mr. M'Arthur, Mr. Harris,

Mr. Vance, Mr. Sommer, and Mr. Martin, to consi-

der and report thereon.

The Secretary of the Commonwealth presented a

message from the Governor, which was read, as fol-

lows, to wit :

'' To the Se?2ate a?id Hmise of Repres£ntaci'oes of the

Commonwealth of Pennsyhania.
" Gentlemen,

" I HAVE this day approved and signed

the bill entitled, ''An act to extend an act entitled, ''An

act to authorize the Secretary of the Land-Office to sign

patents for land and land vjarrants •,^'' and have directed

the Secretary to return it to the House of Representa-
tives, in which it originated.

^'THOMAS M'KEAN.
^'Lancaster, December 2-i, 1807."

Adjourned till 11 oxiockj to-morrow morning.
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Thursday, December 31, 1807.

Mr. Wayne presented the petition of the subscribers

thereto, inhabitants of the counties of Chester, Berks,

and Lancaster, stating the advantages that would result

to the state at large, but more particularly to the said

counties, if a turnpike road was made ; to commence at

or near the WaiTen tavern, on the Lancaster and Phila-

delphia turnpike ; thence by Jones' tavern to, or near to

the intersection of a road leading from Reading town,

with the road from Morgan town towards Philadelphia

:

They therefore pray for an act to incorporate a company
for that purpose. And the same was read, and

Laid upon the table.

Mr. Heston presented the petition of the subscribers

thereto, inhabitants of the Common^vealth, stating the

great importance of the road from Pocono mountain, to

the north line of the state (commonly called the north

and south road) which M'as opened in one thousand se-

ven hundred and eighty-seven and one thousand seven

hundred and eighty-eight; and soliciting the Legislature

to direct such measures to be adopted, as will realize to

the Commonwealth the advantages which the said road,

if put in proper order, may produce. And the said

petition was read, and
Laid upon the tabic.

Mr. Harris presented the petition of the subscribers

thereto, inhabitants of the township of Ferguson, in

the county of Centre
; praying, That the said township

may be erected into a separate election district; and that

the house now occupied by David Nicholson, may be
made the place of holding their elections. And the

said petition was twice read, and referred to Mr. Harris,

Mr. Rankin, and Mr. Lattimore, to consider and re-

port thereon.

Mr. Harris also presented the petition of the subscri-

bers thereto, inhabitants of the township of Potter, in

the county of Centre, praying, That the said township
(which hitherto was connected with Ferguson township)
may be erected into a separate election district ; and
thiit the house of John Benner may be fixed on as the^
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place of holding their elections. And the said petition

was twice read, and referred to the before-mentioned

committee to consider and report thereon.

Mr. Rahm presented the petition and representation

of the subscribers thereto, residents in Londonderry-
township, Dauphin county, stating, That they were in-

duced by the goodness of the soil and healthiness of situ-

ation, to purchase lots of land from William Pahlm and
others, upon which they have built and improved, until

their improvements have assumed the appearance and
name of a town, (Palilmstown) situate on the state road
from Lebanon to Harrisburg ; but, to their great disap-

pointment and inconvenience, they have hitherto been
unable to procure a sufficiency of v/ater, although much
expence and trouble have been incurred to procure it

:

They therefore pray the Legislature to grant them an
act to raise three thousand dollars, by way of lottery,

to enable them to accomplish their object. And the

said petition was read, and
Laid upon the table.

Mr. Roberts, from the committee appointed for that

purpose on the eighteenth instant, made report, in part,

io wit :

The bill entitled, ^^An act to suspe?id so much of an
act entitled^ ''A further supplement to an act entitled^

*An act for offering compensation to the Pennsyhania
claimants of lands in the Sei^enteen Townships, in the

county of Luzerne^ and for other purposes therein men-
tioned;'' as may be supposed to authorize the commissioners

under the aforesaid original act, to examine claims to

lajids in the said Se'venteen Townships^ which have ori-

ginated since the Decree of Trenton ;^'' which was read
the first time.

Mr. Vance, from the committee appointed to join
the committee of the House of Representatives, and
report an address from the General Assembly to the

General Government, reported the following

:

To THOMAS JEFFERSON, President of the

G United States.

THE General Assembly of Pennsylvania cannot
refrain, at a crisis so eventful, from mingling their sen.

11
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slbilities with those of their constituents, and conveying

to you, as the executive organ of the Government of

the United States, their sentiments and their sober deter-

mination.

Divested of all foreign partialities, having no country

but United America; feeling no attachments but for

the land of their nativity or their adoption ; and being

no partizans but of the principles of liberty, and the

rights of nations, they cannot, will not be accused of

feeling resentments but for wrongs, and of being re-

solved on reparation but for aggression and outrage.

They feel as Americans, and as Americans they pledge

themselves to act, whenever the constituted authorities

of their country demand their exertions.

The wrongs which the United States have sustained

from Great Britain are manifold and grievous ; but that

the cup of injury might be made to overflow^ the deg-

radation of the American flag, and the murder of Ame-
rican citizens, was the last sad expedient....National

honor and independence, dut}"-, interest and the sacred

principles of freemen demand reparation ; and through
you, Sir, do the General Assembly of Pennsylvania,

pledge themselves to the nation, to sustain the measures
of the General Government to effectuate this object, at

the hazard of every thing dear and valuable to man....

Resolved to die freemen rather than submit to become
the vassals of Great Britain, they are ready to offer up
their persons and their fortunes on tlie altar of their

countr}^

In the wisdom and patriotism of the General Govern-
ment they repose with confidence ; and to your sincere

and ardent exertions to preserve the peace of the nation,

so congenial with the maxims and principles of repub-

lican institutions, they offer their tribute of sincere

approbation.

Moved by Mr. Vance and Mr. Roberts,

That the second reading and further consideration of

the said address, be the order of the day for to-morrow.

Moved by Mr. Wayne and Mr. Heston,

That jN'Ionday next be assigned for the second read-

ing of said address.

Whereupon,
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Agreeably to the eighteenth rule of the Senate, the

question was first taken on the last motion, and deter-

mined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the usual number of copies of the

said address be printed, for the use of tlie Members.
Mr. Laird, from the committee to whom was referred

on the eighteenth instant, the twelfth item of the report

of unfinished business, to %vit

:

The bill entitled, "^/z act to authorize the Gcvernor

to subscribe on behalf of this Commo7iwealth^ for shares

in eertain turnpike companies^'''' reported the said bill

v/ithout amendment. And the same was read as re-

ported.

The report of the committee on the subject of the

defence of the northern and western frontiers of this

state, read yesterday, was again read, considered, and

the resolution attached thereto adopted.

Whereupon,
Ordered, That Mr. Vance, Mr. Wayne, Mr. M'Ar-

thur, Mr. Mitchell, Mr. Hiester, Mr. Brady, and Mr.
Sommer, be a committee for the purpose expressed in

the said resolution.

Adjourned till 11 o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Friday
J
January 1, 1808.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives informed,

that that House have concurred the amendment by the

Senate, on the bill entitled, '-'•An act "vesting a title to

sixty acres of land in Somerset to%vnship^ Somerset county^

iM certain trustees and their successors, for the benefit of a
congregation composed of Presbyterians and Lutherans.''''

And he presented for concurrence, two bills, entitled

as follow, to ivJt :

1. ^^An act grafiti?!g a tract of donation land to James
Norris.''''

2. '-'An act to raise by 'voay of lottery a sum of money,
for the purpose of completing a meeting-house^ in the

toivjiship of Shamoken, Northumberland county.
'"^

Which Vvcre severally read the first time.
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Mr. M'Arthur presented the petition of the subscri-

bers thereto, inhabitants of Pymatuning township, Mer-
cer county

;
praying. That the place of holding their

election may be held for the future at the house of God-
frey Karns. And the same was read, and

Laid upon the table.

The Speaker laid before the Senate, a letter from the

Register-General, stating, That, in pursuance of the act

of fourth of April, one thousand eight hundred and live,

he transmits an account of unfunded debt certificates,

issued during the last year, together with a list of those

redeemed within the same time. The Register also

communicates a detailed account of the disbursements
in his office, for the contingent expences of the yeai'

one thousand ei^ht hundred and seven ; and likewise a

statement of the expenditure of the monies appropriated

to the office of Register-General, for clerk-hire; b}'-

which last statement it appears.

That, on the first of January, one thousand
eight hundred and seven, a balance remained
miexpended, of, - - - jg 387 78

Which was to compensate clerks till the first

of April, then next following ; and of which
there has been paid,

To Richard M. Crane, - - S 200
George Weaver, - - 187

387
The permanent appropriation for clerk

-

hire to the Register-General's office,

is, . - - g866 66
Additional appropriationper act ofApril

13th last, - - 600
-1,466 66

Out of which has been paid.

To R. M. Crane, - - 549
G. Weaver, - - 549

Balance unexpended, and which is to

compensate clerks till the first of

April next, - - 363 m
1,466 66

Mr. Wayne, from the committee to whom was re-

ferred on the fiftli of last month, the petition of the
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subscribers thereto, inhabitants of Chester county, on
leave then given, reported the bill entitled, "^/z actfor
the better encouragement of the raising and improving the

breed of sheep ivithin the county of Chester ;'''' which was
read the first time.

Mr. Vance, from the committee to whom was refer-

red the sixth item of the report of the committee on the

Governor's address, made the following report, to ivit :

That they have given the subject due consideration,

and recommend the following resolution :

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives

of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in General As-
sembly met, That it shall be the duty of the joint com-
mittee of both Houses, who are, or hereafter may be
appointed to compare transcribed bills, to determine

what laws shall be deemed of a public or general nature,

and to signify the same in writing at the end of every

such law, and of every resolution of the same nature

;

and also to particularize, in writing upon said laws or

resolutions, the public papers wherein the same shall be
inserted. And it shall be, and is hereby made the duty
of the Secretary of tlie Commonwealth, to cause to be
published, at the public expence, the laws and resolu-

tions so designated, and in the papers so particularized,

and no other law or resolution.

The bill entitled, "yf/z act to incorporate the trustees

of the second Baptist churcJi and congregation in Phila-

delphia^'''^ was read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Sommer in the chair) for the further con-
sideration thereof.

And, after some time,

The committee rose, the chairman reported the bill

with one amendm.ent ; which was read as reported.

Thereupon,
On motion of Mr. Wayne and Mr. Hart, and by

special order,

The said bill was again read, considered by section,

and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

The petitions of John Burnheatter, Emanuel Boliui-
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ger, Valentine Weirich, and Wcndel Fortney, read on
the thirtieth of last month, were again read, and refer-

red to Mr. Ralim, Mr. Pennell, and Mr. Hart, to con-,

sider and report thereon.

The petition of the subscribers thereto, residents in

Londonderry township, Dauphin county, read yester-

day, ^vas again read, and referred to Mr. Rahm, Mr.
Gress, and Mr. Blocher, to consider and report thereon.

Adjourned till 11 o'clock, to-moiTOW morning.

Saturday^ January 2, 1808,

The bill entitled, "y^;z act to incorporate the trustees

of the Second Baptist church and congregation in Phila-

delphia^'^'' was read the third time.

Whereupon,
• The question, "-Shall this hill pass?'''* being put,

was determined in the affiiTnativc.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Re-

presentatives, with information, that Senate have passed

the said bill with one amendment, in ^vhich the concur-

rence of that House is requested ; which amendment is

as follows, to vjit :

In Section III. line 22, after the word " twenty ^^''

iriscrt the word " one.'^

The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented

for concurrence, the bill entitled, "^;? act to incorporate

the evangelical Lutheran congregation of Saint John''s

church in the city and vicinity of Philadelphia ;"* which
was read the first time.

The bill entitled, "An act to suspend so much of an

act entitled, 'A further supplement to the act entitled,

'An act offering compensation to the Pennsylvania claim-

ants of lands in the Seventeen Tov/nships in the county of

Luzerne, and for other pnrposes therein mentioned ;' as

may be supposed to authorize the commissioners inider

the aforesaid original act, to examine claims to lands in

the Seventeen Townships, which have originated since

the Decree of Trenton," was read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the
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whole, (Mr. Hart in the chair) for the further consider-

ation thereof.

And, after some time,

The committee rose, and the chairman reported the

bill without amendment.
Thereupon,

A motion was made by Mr. Roberts and Mr. M*Ar-
thur, to proceed to the second reading of the said bill

as reported by the committee of the whole; which was
not agreed to.

On motion of Mr. Mitchell and Mr. Roberts,

Mr. Pennell and Mr. Mayer were added to the com-
mittee, who were instructed to inquire into the causes

of delay in printing and distributing the Laws and Jour-

nals of the last session.

Adjourned till 11 o'clock, Monday morning.

Monday, January 4, 1808.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented

for concurrence, two bills, entitled as follow, to nuit :

1. *'y^/2 act to change the name of John Poijoel Hare,
to Jolin Hare Poivel.''''

2. ''An act to empower the corporation of the German
Reformed congregation in Germantown^ in the county of
Philadelphia, to sell and convey a certain messuage and
lot of ground therein mentioned.''''

And he presented for signature, the bill entitled, '•'An

act vesting a title to sixty acres of land 'in Somerset town-

ship, Somerset county, in certain trustees and their suc-

cessors, for the benefit ofa congregation composed ofPres-

hyterians and Lutherans. '

'

Whereupon,
The bills presented for concurrence, were severally

read the first time.

The petition of the subscribers thereto, inhabitants of

Chester, Berks, and Lancaster, respecting a turnpike,

read the thirty-first ultimo, was again read, and referred

to Mr. Wayne, Mr. Slaymaker, and Mr. Hiester, to

consider and report thereon.
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The bill entitled, "An act to suspend so much of an
act entitled, 'A further supplement to an act entitled,

*An act for offering compensation to the Pennsylvania

claimants of lands in the Seventeen Tovvnships in the

county of Luzerne, and for other purposes therein men-
tioned;' as may be supposed to authorize the commis-
sioners under the aforesaid original act, to examine
claims to lands in the said Seventeen Townships, Avhich

have originated since the Decree of Trenton," was read

the second time as reported by committee of the whole
on the second instant, considered by section, and agreed
to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for tlie third reading.

According to the order of the day, the Senate resumed
the consideration of the bill entitled, ''An act for the

relief of Thomas Campbell^ of the county of Tork,'''' post-

poned for the present on the seventeenth of December
last.

The first and only section being again under consider-

ation,

A motion was made by Mr. Mitchell and Mr. Hes-
ton, to fill the blank with the sum of " two hundred
dollars,''^ as a compensation to Mr. Campbell for the

loss sustained in defending his title ; which was agreed
to, and the section as amended, adopted.

The title of the bill being agreed to,

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

The address to the General Government, as reported

by joint committee, December thirty-first, was again

read.

Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Wayne and Mr. Sommer,

The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. M'Arthur in the chair) for the further con-

sideration thereof. And,
After some time,

The committee rose, and reported the address v^ith-

out amendment.
Thereupon,

On motion of Mr. Vance and ISlr. Roberts,

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of said

address, as reported by committee of the whole.
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Whereupon,
Moved by Mr. Sommer and Mr. Wayne,

That the further consideration thereof be postponed,

for the purpose of introducing the following as a sub-

stitute, to ivit :

To THOMAS JEFFERSON', President of the

c^„ United States.
OIR,

AS the the Chief Executive Magistrate of the Union,
the Legislature of Pennsylvania beg leave to address

you, to manifest to the General Government, their sen-

timents and determination at this momentous crisis.

The just policy of the Government ofthe United States

to preserve peace and cultivate a friendly intercourse

with all nations, instead of producing corresponding
dispositions, having in many instances led to restrictions

on our commerce unknown to the law of nations, to the

impressment of our seamen, progressing from aggression
to aggression until the attack on a national vessel, ex-
cited the public sensibility beyond forbearance, when
the people, with united voice, expressed their indigna-

.tion at the violence of an outrage, that, without repara-

tion, left no alternative but war or degradation.

At this crisis, the administration, pursuing the same
Vvise policy that had ahvays dictated a peaceable course,

preferring negotiation to the last resort of nations, and
thus affording an opportunity to avert the calamities of
war, and furnishing another evidence of the superiority

of a government, that has no interest to pursue separate

from the people, and no rights or honor to vindicate, in

which the nation does not participate.

With congenial sentiments, the Legislature of Penn-
sylvania take this early opportunity of testifying their

approbation of measures so wisely calculated to preserve

peace ; and of expressing their full confidence in the

wisdom and integrity of that body in whom the consti-

tution has placed the power of deciding on peace or war

;

trusting they will exercise it under the awful responsi-

bility and fullest conviction, that the honor, interest and
safety of the country admit of no other alternative than

war, or a surrender of national rights and a sacrifice of

national honor : Under this conviction they pledge them-
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selves to co-operate with the general government, within

their constitutional limits as a Member of the Union, in

all measures that may be deemed necessary to vindicate

their rights, secure their liberties and to preserve the in-

dependence of their country.

Mr. Heston and Mr. Hart called the Yeas and Nays
on the postponement,'to introduce the foregoing as a sub-

stitute ; and, on the question being put, the Members
voted as follow^ to xvlt

:
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the sum of four hundred dollars, he to be accountable

for the same.

Whereupon,
A Vvarrant was accordingly so drawn.

Adjourned till 11 o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Tuesday^ January 5, 1808.

The petition of Christian Shockey, read on the eight-

eenth of last month, was again read, and referred to Mr.
Blocher, Mr. Gress, and Mr. Slaymaker, to consider

and report thereon.

The Speaker laid before the Senate, a letter from
William Findlay, State-Treasurer, enclosing a detailed

statement ofthe contingent expences of that office, during

the past year. Mr. Findlay solicits a re-appointment to

the office of State-Treasurer, at the ensuing election.

And the said letter, Vv ith the enclosure, were severally

read, and
Laid upon the table.

The bill entitled, ''An act to suspend so jnuch of an

act entitled, ^J further supplement to an act entitled,

*'An act for offering compensation io the Pennsyhania
claimants of lands in the Scoenteen Towfiships, in the

county of Luzerne, and for other purposes therein men-
tioned ;'^ as may he supposed to authorize the commissioners

under the aforesaid original act, to examine claims to

lands in the said Sei^entcen To^conships, ivhich Jiai^e ori-

ginated since the Decree of Trenton^'''' was read the third

time.

Whereupon,
The Yeas and Nays on the passage of the bill, v^iere

required by Mr. Pennell and Mr. Hart; and, on the

question being put, the Members voted as follow, to ivit:

YEAS. YEAS.
1. Mr. Blocher, 6. Mr. Hiester,

2. Mr. Brady, 7. Mr. Laird,

3. Mr. Gress, 8. Mr. Martin,

4. Mr. Harris, 9. Mr. Mayer,
5. Mr. Hart, 10. Mr. M'Arthur,





94 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE.

The information from the House of Representatives,

respecting their non- concurrence of the amendment of

Senate, to the bill entitled, '^Jii act to incorporate the

trustees of the Second Baptist church and congregation in

Philadelphia,'" M^as again read.

Whereupon,
Resglved, That Senate recede from their said amend-

ment. And
Ordered, That th.e Clerk acquaint the House of Re-

presentatives accordingly.

On motion of Mr. Laird and Mr. Martin,

The committee to whom was referred on the fifth of

last month, the third item of the report of unfinished

business, to ivit

:

" The report of a committee on the petition of the

subscribers, inhabitants of Northumberland county,

respecting roads," were discharged from the further

consideration thereof.

Agreeably to the order of the day, the Senate resumed,

in committee of the whole, (Mr. Brady in the chair)

the consideration of the bill entitled, "An act to author-

ize Jacob Rudizell and George Karl, administrators of
the estate of George Karl, deceased, to coni}ey a part of
a tract of land therein described to William Toung.''''

And, after some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill with amend-
ments ; which vrere read as reported.

The bill entitled, '•'An act to raise by n.\)ay of lottery a
sum of money, for the purpose of completing a meeting-

house, in the toTcnship of Shamoken, Northumberland
county,'''^ was read the second time, considered by sec-

tion, and agreed to.

Whereupon,
The Yeas and Nays on the question, " Shcdl this bill

he prepared for the third reading?''^ were required by
Mr. Roberts and Pvlr. Hart ; and, on the question being

put, the Members voted as follow, to ivit :

YEAS. YEAS.
1. Mr. Brady, 5. Mr. Hart,

2. Mr. Campbell, 6. Mr. Hiester,

3. Mr. Gress, 7. Mr. Laird,

4. Mr. Harris, 8. Mr. Lattimore,
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gible for patenting under the aforesaid act and its sup-

plements ; with the amount of monies paid, and to be

paid by the Connecticut claimants for lands so to be

patented, and amount of fees that will accrue in patent-

ing said land, togetbicr with the surveying fees. And that

the Surveyor-General be directed to lay before Senate,

the quantity of lands in the Fifteen Townships, in Lu-
zerne county.

Proved by Mr. M'Arthur and Mr. Martin,

Resolved, That the committee to whom were referred

the petitions of the actual settlers in that part of this

state, situate north and v\esL of the rivers Ohio and Al-

legheny, and Conevrango creek, be, and they hereby

ai*e authorized and empowered to send for persons and
papers, and to examine any such person or persons as

to the authenticity of such papers, and ail matters and
things in relation thereto, as they shall deem necessary

concerning the investigation of the subject for which
they have been appointed.

Ordered to lie upon the table.

The resolution relative to the publication of the laws

of a public or general nature, in the newspapers, was
read the second time.

And, being under consideration,

A motion Vv'as made b}' Mr. Sommer and Mr. Slay-

maker, to amend the resolution, by striking out the

provision which authorizes the joint committee of the

two Houses to designate the newspapers in which the

laws shall be published, so that this pov/er may remain
in the executive department ; w liich was not agreed to.

The resolution Vvas adopted.

- Ordered, That it be presented to the House of Re-
presentatives for concurrence.

The bill entitled, "^/z act grant'mg a tract of donation

land to James Norris,''^ Vv'as read the second time, and
referred to Mr. Hart, Mr. Pennell, and Mr. Roberts,

to consider and report thereon.

Adjourned till 11 o'clock, to-morrow morning.
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Wednesday^ Jaiuiary 6, 1808.

Mr. Wayne presented the petition of the subscribers

thereto, inhabitants of the counties of Chester, Berks,

and Lancaster, of the same import with that presented

by him on the thirty- first ultimo. And the said petition

was twice read, and referred to the committee to whom
the former petition was referred.

Mr. Mitchell, from the committee to whom was re-

ferred on the twelfth of last month, the petition of John
Ashton, made report, as follows, to imt : That the com-
mittee have duly inquired into the justice and legality of

his claim, and are of opinion, that, although liis name
cannot be found on the records of the state-ofiices, yet

it may appear en those of the war department ; and as

documents have been laid before the committee, suffici-

ent to prove his rank and services, they therefore offer

the following resolution, to wk

:

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in

a bill, allowing John Ashton compensation for his ser-

vices during the late revolutionary war.

Mr. Brady, from the committee to w^hom was refer-

red the fourth item of the report of the committee on
the Governor's address, respecting schools, on leave now
given, reported the bill entided, ''A?i act for the estab-

lishment of schools throughout this Commonivealth ;''''

v/hich was read the first time.

The bill entided, '''An act to raise by %vay of lottery a
sian of money

^ for the purpose of completing a meeting-

house^ in the township of Shamoken^ Northumberland
county^'''' was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, " Shall this billpass 9''^ being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Re-
presentatives, Vv^ith information, that Senate have passed
the said bill vrithout amendment.
The bill entitled, ' 'An act to authorize Jacob Rudizell

and George Karl, administrators of the estate of George
Karl, deceased, to conijey apart of a tract of land therein

described to William Toung,'''' as reported by committee
of the whole yesterday, v/as taken up for consideration.

13
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Whereupon,
A motion was made by Mr. Wayne and Mr. Miller,

to recommit the bill to the committee of the whole

;

which was agreed to.

Thereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of tlie

whole, (Mr. Hart in the chair) for the further consider-

ation thereof.

And, after some time.

The committee rose, and the chairman reported the

bill v/ith further amendments ; which were read as re-

ported.

The bill entided, ' ^An act to change the name of John
Poxvel Hare, to John Hare Powel,'^'' v/as read the second
time, considered by section, and agi^eed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

Tlie " resolution enjoining certain cbities on the Mas-
ter of Rolls,'''' was read the second time.

V/hereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

vrhole, (Mr. Sommer in the chair) for the further con-

sideration thereof.

And, after some time.

The committee rose, and the chairman reported the

resolution with amendments ; which \^ere read as re-

ported.

Moved by Mr. M'Arthur and Mr. IMartin,

Resolved, That the Clerk of the Senate be, and he
hereby is authorized and directed to have a sufficient

number of copies of one of the petitions from the actual

settlers north and west of the rivers Ohio and Allegheny,
and Conewango creek, printed for the use of the Mem-
bers of both branches of the Legislature.

Ordered to lie upon the table.

The resolution offered by Mr. M'Arthur and Mr.
Martin yesterday, was again read, considered, and
adopted.

Adjourned till 11 o'clock, to-morrow morning.
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Thursday, January 7? 1808.

The Speaker laid before the Senate, a letter from the

Surveyor-General; which was read as follows, to wit:

c Surceyor-GmeraPs Office^ January 6, 1808.

AGREEABLY to a resolution of the honorable the

Senate of Pennsylvania, passed yesterday, I beg leave to

represent, that the only official document in my posses-

sion, from which any information can hje drawn on the

subject of the said resolution, is a general draft of the lots

within the Connecticut township of Newport; which,

from the said draft, appears to contain about fifteen

thousand five hundred acres, and the allowance of six

per cent, for roads. Sec.

I have taken the liberty of enclosing, for the informa-

tion of the Senate, an inofficial draft of the Fifteen Town-
ships in Luzerne county, with many others connected ;

by a comparison of Newport Vvith the other fourteen, a

tolerable judgment may be formed of the quantity of land

contained in the Vvhole.

I have been prevented by the great press of business

in the office, from taking a copy of the enclosed draft

;

I therefore' ask the favor of its return.

Accept, Sir, for yourself and the honorable Senate,

Assurances of my highest respect,

SAMUEL COCHRAN.
Presley C. Lane, esquire, 7

Speaker of the Senate. 5
The Speaker also laid before the Senate, the foUov.ing

i^cport from the Secretary of the Land-Office, to wit:

Land-Office of Pennsyhama-, January ^, 1808.'

To the Honorable the Sj^eaker and Members of the

Senate of Pennsylvania.

Gentlemen,
IN obedience to the resolution ofthe Senate,

dated the fifth instant, and just handed to m.e, relative

^

to the proceedings of the commissioners appointed under
the act of the fourth of April, one thousand seven hun-
dred and ninety-nine, and its several supplements; I have
the pleasure to lay before Senate the enclosed documents,
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made out by the commissioners and reported to his Ex-
cellency the Governor, who caused thera to be delivered

over to me. Those documents are voluminous, and,

coming fi'om those officers in an official way, contain

a partial statement of the material points required in the

resolution, and is all the report that has ever come to my
knowledge or possession.

The certificates made out by the commissioners for the

Connecticut claimants, v/hen issued, have been delivered

by them to those claimants, or those claiming under them,
except perhaps in a few instances ; and it is then in the

discretion of those persons to come forward and take out
patents, when it best suits their own convenience. The
consequence therefore is, that it is not within my power
to say, v/hat number of acres of land are embraced with-

in the certificates thus issued, eligible for patenting, not

knowing the number issued, and the number yet out,

I should be happy if I had documents, from which I

could give a full and explicit answer to the Senate on
this head.

With respect to the monies already paid by the Con-
necticut claimants to the state, on patents issued, and
the amount secured to be paid by mortgages, for the

reasons before stated, and the additional reason, that, as

the Receiver-General alone \^'ho receives the money, can
furnish this information, I am sorry to add, I possess

no documents in my office from which I can ascertain it.

The honorable Senate will also readily perceive, that

it is likewise not in my power to say, what " amount of
monies is to be paid by tJie Connecticut claimants for
land'''' yet to be patented. And as to the ^^ amount of
fees that imll accrue in patenting said land^ together tvith

the surijeying fees^'''* it is unfortunately not within my
power to acid any further information, than that v>hich

will be found exhibited in the enclosed statements.

It may not be improper however here to add, that, this

morning, in a conversation with the Receiver and Sur-

vcvor- Generals, on the subiect of the survcyinp- fees,

receivable as stated in one of the estimates herewith sent,

made out by the surveyor to the commissioners, wc
M-ere of opinion, that, when that subject was fonp.erly

]:)efore the board of property, they were considered as

being too high, or not accurately stated.
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There is also another observation, which I beg leave

respectfully to make for the information of Senate, with

respect to the fees which will accrue on patenting, which
is this ; that the fees receivable in my office on patents,

vary so very much, owing to the number of transfers to

be recited therein, that, if I even knew the number of

patents yet to be taken out, the precise amount could

not exactly be ascertained. And it will appear^ that the

commissioners have attempted a statement of the office

fees _ receivable on each patent; but they being unac-

quainted with the requisites on which one of those pat-

ents must be founded, have omitted eighty cents on
each, for the ivarrant of acceptance. The fee in my
office, on a patent founded on a warrant of acceptance

without any transfer recited thereon, is four dollars fifty-

three cents ; and for every transfer recited, the additional

sum of twenty cents is charged.

If the whole amount of acres of land, submitted by
the Connecticut settlers in the first instance, was accu-

rately known ; and if the whole amount of acres which
the commissioners have given to them under the law,

was also ascertained; and each claimant confined, aS

other land-holders under the state are, in taking out his

patent to four hundred acres and allowance, or less, a

satisfactory estimate could be made. But, as the Con-
necticut claimants are not, by the laiv, confined in tak-

ing out their patents to any number of tracts or quantity

of acres to be allowed in ont patent^ the amount of fees

due to the state, must remain for the present in a state

of uncertainty. Indeed the documents now exhibited,

are by no means whatever as full and perfect as I could

^vish they were, being confined to but a few of the Sev-

enteen Townships ; and v/hether certificates for the other

townships have or have not been made out, and esti-

mates made of the lands contained therein, is, I believe,

at present only known to the commissioners and their

officers.

All which I respectfully submit,

ANDREW ELLICOTT.
Secretary of the Land-Ofice.

The documents accompanying the said report, were
Laid UDon the table.
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The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented

for concurrence, the bill entitled, ^'•An act appointing

trustees for the county of Tioga ;'''' which was read the

first time.

Wliereupon,

On motion of Mr. Mitchell and Mi\ Wayne, and by
special order,

The said bill was again read, and referred to Mr.
Mitchell, Mr. Wayne, and Mr. Martin, to consider

and report thereon.

Tlie bill entitled, "^;z act to change the 7iame of John
Poxvel Hare, to John Hare Poivel,'''' was read the third

time.

Whereupon,
The question, " Shall this bill pass ?" being put,

was determined in the affirmative,

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Re-
presentatives, with information, that Senate have passed

the said bill without amendment.
The bill entitled, "y^;z act to authorize Jacob Rucli-

zell and George Karl, administrators of the estate of
George Karl, deceased, to coniaey a part of a tract of land

therein described to William Toung,^^ as reported by com-
mittee of the whole yesterday, was considered by sec-

tion, and asTced to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

The bill entitled, ''An act to empoiver the corporation

of the Gernicm Reformed congregation in Ge?-7na?2tow?i, in

the county of Ph iladelphia, to sell and coniney a certain

messuage and lot ofground therein mentioned,'''' was read

the second time.

Whereupon,
Tlie Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Wayne in the chair) for the further consid-

eration thereof.

And, after some time.

The committee rose, and reported the bill without

amendment.
The- report of the committee on the petition of John

Ashton, read yesterday, was again read. And, being

under consideration

;

After iiiibate.
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A motion was made by Mr. Brady and Mr. Roberts,

to postpone- the further consideration of the said report,

for the present ; which was agreed to.

The resohition authorizing the Governor to draw his

warrant on the State-Treasurer, in favor of Thomas
Atkinson, read on the twenty-ninth ultimo, wds again.

read. And, being under consideration
j

After debate,

A motion was made by Mr. M'Arthur and Mr.
Wayne, to recommit the said resohition to the com-
mittee who reported it, for the purpose of bringing in a
bill ; which was agreed to.

Adjourned till 11 o'clock, to-morrow morning.

'm/^ January 8, 1

The SpeaJvcr laid before the Senate, a letter from the

Secretary of the Commonwealth ; which was read, as

follows, to wit :

tc o ^^Secretary's Office, January 7, 1808.

" IN compliance with the resolution of Senate,

of the fifth instant, I have the honor to state, that no
report of their proceedings or other documents relative

thereto, have been deposited in this office, by the com-
missioners appointed under the act of the fourth of

April, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine, en-

titled, ' An act offering compensation to the Pennsyl-

vania claimants of lands in the Seventeen Townships,
in the county of Luzerne, &c. and its supplements:'

And that I have received no information respecting the

proceedings of said commissioners, since the date of

my last communication on that subject.
'-' I am, Sir, Avith great respect,

" Your obedient servant,

" T. M. THOMPSON, Sec.

" The Hon. the Speaker of Senate.''''

Mr. Dorsey presented the memorial of the subscrib-

ers thereto, manufacturers of tin and japanned wares,

resident in the city and county of Philadelphia; stating,
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That their trade is exposed to an interruption by what

are called "Itinerant dealers in tin-ware;" who make
and dispose of a very inferior quality of tin-ware, to the

great injury of the memorialists as well as the people

w^ho become the purchasers : That the abode of these

dealers being fugitive, and themselves unknown, the

most prevailing motives to the honest execution of

their work, and to just practices in exposing it to sale,

are taken away. The memorialists therefore pray the

attention of the Legislature to their case. And the said

memorial was twice read, and referred to Mr. Dorsey,

Mr. Halt, and Mr. Rahm, to consider and report

thereon.

Mr. Rahm, from the committee to v^hom was referred

on the thirty-first of last month, the petition of the sub-

scribers thereto, inhabitants of Londonderry tov/nship,

Dauphin county, made the followdng report, to imt:

That the committee have had the same under consi-

deration, and find, That the town of Palmyra, or Pahlms-
town, is handsomely situated in a populous part of the

country, and generally settled by tradesmen ; that tiie

inhabitants have heretofore endeavored, at considerable

expence, to obtain W'ater by digging, but have been
unsuccessful, and are now under the necessity of haul-

ing that article two miles by waggons, &c. The com-
mittee therefore offer the follow ing resolution :

Resolved That a committee be appointed to bring in

a bill agreeably to the praj^r of the petitioners.

Whereupon,
On motion, and by special order.

The said report was again read, considered, and the

resolution thereto attached, adopted.

Ordered That the committee v.ho brought in the re-

port, be a committee for the purpose expressed in the
resolution.

The bill entitled, '"'An act to authorize Jacob Riulizell

and George Karl, adrainhtraiors of the estate of George
Karl, deceased, to coimey a part of a tract of land therein

described to William Toung,'''' was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, ^'' Shall this billpass?''' being put, was

determined in the affirmative.
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Ordered, That it be presented to the House of Repre-

sentatives for concurrence.

The bill entitled, ^^Jn act to empower the corporation

of the German reformed congregation in Germantoivn, in

the county of Philadelphia^ to sell and convey a certain

messuage and lot of ground therein mentioned^^\ was read

the second time as reported by committee of the whole

yesterday, considered by section, and agreed to.

Ordered, That the said bill be prepared for the third

reading.

Moved by Mr. Roberts and Mr. Hart,

Resolved, That the Governor be requested to lay be-

fore Senate, any information in his possession, which
has not been heretofore communicated, respecting the

commissioners appointed under an act entitled, '-^An act

for offering compensation to the Pennsyhania claimants

of certain lands in the Seventeen Townships t i?i tlie county

of Luzerne^ and for other purposes therein meiitioned.'*'*

passed the fourdi day of April, one thousand seven hun-
dred and ninety-nine.

Ordered to lie upon the table.

Whereupon,
On motion, and by special order,

The said resolution was again read, considered, and
adopted.

Thereupon,
It was moved by Mr. Roberts and Mr. Hart,

That a committee be appointed to present the said reso-

lution to the Governor.

After debate,

A motion was made by Mr.. Heston and Mr. Som-
mer, to postpone the consideration of the motion to

appoint a committee, for the present ; which was agreed

to.

The Secretary of the Commonwealth presented a

message from the Governor; which, with the enclo-

sures, were severally read, as follow, to wit

:

" To the Senate and House of Representati'ues of the

Commonwealth of Pennsyhania,
"' Gentlemen,

*' AGREEABLY to a request of his

Excellency Israel Smith, esquire, Qovemor of the state

14
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of Vermont, I submit to the respective Houses, copies

of a resolution of the General Assembly of that state, on
the subject of a proposed Amendment to the Constitu-

tion of tlie United States, relative to the tenure of the

office of the Judges of the Courts of the United States ?

together with a copy of the Governor's letter.

" THOMAS M'KEAN.
'
' Lancaster^ January 7 ^ 1808."

STATE OF VERMONT.
In General Assembly, No'uember 4, 1807.

Whereas there is no provision made in the Constitu-

tion of the United States, for the removal from office of
any of the Judges of the Courts of the United States^

who are rendered incapable of discharging. their official

functions, for any other cause than such as may subject

them to be removed upon impeachment.
And Whereas it appears to this Legislature, that^

unless som.e alteration shall take place, cases may occur,

operating the suspension of public justice, and the sacri-

fice of the public good ; evils, which, in our opinion,

may be remedied in a manner equally securing all pro-

per independence to the judge, and the distribution of

justice to the citizen.

Resolved, therefore. That the Senators in Congress,
from this State, be, and tliey are hereby mstnicted ; and
our Representatives in Congress are also requested to use
their best endeavors to procure such an Amendment to

the Constitution of the United States, as will empower
the President of the United States, to remove from office

any ofthe judges of the courts of the United Sfates, upon
address to him made, for that purpose, by a majority of
the House of Representatives, and two-thirds of the

Senate in Cons'rcss assembled.

Resolved, also, That the Governor be, and he hereby
is requested to forvvard the foregoing resolution to each
of the Senators and Representatives, from this state, in

the Congress of the United States ; also, to the Execu-
tive of each state in the Union, that the same may be
laid before their several Legislatures, for their co-

operation in procuring said amendment.
Attest! MARTIN POST, Clerk.
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In Council, Noiiemher 6, 1807.

Read and Concurred^

Attest. R. C. MALLARY, Sec,

l^Atrue copy.) Attest. TH. LEVERETT,
I' Secretary of State,

RUTLAND, December 7, 1807.
Sir,

IN obedience to the request of the Legislature of
the state of Vermont, I have the honor to transmit to

you a copy of a resolution, instructing the Senators and
Representatives of this state, in Congress, to use their

best endeavors to procure an amendment to the Consti-

tution of the United States, in conformity with the said

resolution.

I have the honor to be, with respect,

Your most obedient servant,

ISRAEL SMITH.
His Excellency the Governor of Pcnnsyhanla.
The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented

for signature, the bill entitled, '''An act to incorporate

the trustees of the Secoiid Baptist congregation in Philct-

delphia.''''

Whereupon,
The Speaker signed the said bill.

Adjourned till 11 o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Saturday^ January 9, 1808,

The Speaker laid before the Senate, a letter from the

Comptroller-General and Register-General ; which was
read, as follows, to luit :

c^ Department of Accounts, January 8, 1808.

IN compliance with the resolution of the Senate of
the fifth instant, we present a simimaiy statement of the

payments and expenditures of the Luzerne commis-
sioners, and others in their employ, since tlie report

made to the Senate, dated January sixteenth; one thou-
sand eight hundi'ed and four.
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February, 1804, paid John Steel, commis-
sioner, ... - g236 50

April, 1804, paid Thomas Cooper, £2,000
April, 1805, ditto, 1,319 31

3,319 31

April, 1804, paid John M.Taylor, $ 964 32
June, ditto, 3,000
October, ditto, 2,000
April, 1805, ditto, 1,274 61
May, ditto, 780
March, 1806, ditto, 862 2
August, ditto, 227 8

9,108 3

March, 1807, George Haines, surveyor, 265

S 12,928 84
There has also been paid to Scott,

Wells and Taylor, commission-
ers, in advance, under act of April

9, 1807, for which they have not

vet accounted

:

In June, 1807, - - S 2,000
November, - - 1,000

3,000

The above, and the report of the sixteenth of January,

one thousand eiglit hundred and four, comprehend the

\\ hole money paid ; all of which has been accounted for,

and settled (except the last three thousand dollars.)

To attempt giving the account of expenditures in detail,

would be a work of much time and labor ; if, however,

the honorable Senate think the detail necessary, they

will please to signify their wish to their obedient

servants,

GEORGE DUFFIELD, Co???pt.

JOHN KEAN, Eeg.

A letter from Jacob Eberman, soliciting to be ap-

pointed to the office of State-Treasurer, v/as read, and

Laid upon the table.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented

an Extract from the Journal of that House j which m as

read, as follows, io wit

:
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*' Li the House of Representathes^
" January 9, 1808. .

*' Resolved, That this House proceed to appoint a

teller, to officiate on the part of this House, at the elec-

tion of State-Treasurer, to be held on Tuesday next.
" Ordered, That Mr. Weber be the teller for that

purpose."

Mr. Mitchell presented the petition of the subscribers

thereto, inhabitants of Cumberland county; praying for

the erection of a house for the employment and support

of the poor within the said county. And the same \yas

read, and
Laid upon the table.

Mr. Dorsey presented the petition of the subscribers

thereto, Directors of the Farmers' and Mechanics' Bank,
in the city of Philadelphia, on behalf of themselves and
the other stockholders in that bank ; soliciting a charter

for the same. The directors make the follov/ing ofiers,

to induce the Legislature to grant them a charter :

First. That the state shall be entitled to receive two
and an half per cent, on all the nett profits of the insti-

tution ; the same to be set apart for the use of the state,

and made liable to the drafts of the State-Treasurer,

previous to any dividends of profits to the stockholders.
- Second. That whenever the nett profits of the insti-

tution, shall exceed six per cent, per annum, on their

capital, the state shall be entitled to receive ten ner

cent, out of such excess.

Third. That the company will pay to the state, the

sum of fifty thousand dollars, and ngree to loan to the

state, whenever, in the opinion of the Legislature, the

public exigencies m.ay require it, fifty thousand dollars,

for \!t\\ years, at the rate of five per cent, per annum.
Fourth. That the compan}^ vvill subscribe to the

amount of one hundred thousand dollars, in the stock

of a company to be authorized to make a turnpike road
from Harrisburg to Pittsburg, by what is usually called

the northern route, through Levv^istown, forty thousand
dollars of the said stock, to be the property of the state;

and the other sixty thousand dollars to belong to the

company.
Fifth. That the company will subscribe, in the stock
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of the said road compaii}-, to the amount of one-third

of the whole sum, which may be necessary to complete

the said turnpike. Proi}ided, That the same shall not

exceed the sum of two hundred thousand dollars, for

their said proportion ; and that they shall not be liable to

pay the same, but by such instalments as other sub-

scribers, and only in such proportions as have been
actually paid at the time of the requisition.

In case the Legislature should adopt either this or the

preceding proposition, it is understood, that the com-
pany shall not be bound thereby, unless the whole
number of shares, in the stock of the said road com-
pany, shall be subscribed, within nine months after an
act shall be passed, granting a charter to the applicants

;

but the General Assembly may decide, by law, which
of the other proposals they will accept, which decision

shall be binding on the company. And further^, if the

said subscription shall be completed, the company shall

be entitled to choose a number of directors, or managers,

of the said road company, in proportion to the stock own-
ed by them. The stock held by the company shall be
transferable, they being guarantees for the completion

of the pa3"ments thereon.

Should either of the foregoing proposals be adopted

by the Legislature, it is to be understood, that the com-
pany shall be incorporated for the term of tu'enty years,

and shall be at liberty to increase their capital to two
millions of dollars, whenever they shall judge the same
advantageous, and in case of such increase of capital,

the company shall pay to the commonwealth, at the rate

of two dollars and one lialf, for every hundred dollars

of such additional capital.

Sixth. That the state subscribe for one hundred and
fifty thousand dollars, of the capital stock, to be paid

as follows : fifty tliousand dollars, as a gratuitous pay-

ment to be made by the bank. The bank ^vill take the

amount of six per cent, deferred, and three per cent,

stocks, the property of the state, the two former at pai',

and the last at sixt3^-five per cent, these, it is supposed,

will amount to about twenty-five thousand dollars. The
remainder to be lent to the state by the bank, at five per

cent, interest per amium. The bank to retain the divi-
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dends on the stock, subscribed by the state, tog;ether

with the whole capital, until the loan be extinguished.

The Legislature to choose four directors, in addition to

the number now chosen by the stockholders. The
bank to be entitled to extend their capital to any amount,

not more than one million two hundred thousand dollars,

without paying the state for such addition, as specified

in the former proposals.

Seventh. If the Legislature should grant a charter ac-

cording to any of the foregoing propositions, the com-
pany agree to set apart one tenth of their capital, which

may remain after complying with such proposition, for

loan, at a longer period than usual, to the Farmers of

the State, on such security as may be satisfactory to the

directors for the time being.

And the said petition was read, and

Laid upon the table.

Mr. Blocher, from the committee to whom was re-

ferred on the fifth instant, tlie petition of Christian

Shockey, made the following report, to %vit : That, by
an examination of the documents accompanying the

petition, they find, that the petitioner entered the army
as a corporal in the eleventh Pennsylvania regiment, at

an early period of the revolutionaiy war, and was after-

wai'ds appointed orderly serjeant. They also find, that

he was wounded in the left arm, at the siege of York-
town, in Virginia ; in consequence of which, he is not

able to obtain a livelihood for himself and family by
manual labor. The committee are of opinion, that his

case merits legislative attention', and therefore submit
the following resolution, to wit :

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in

a bill, directing, that Christian Shockey be allov*^ed an

annuity of forty dollars ; to be paid half-yearly, out of

the Treasury of the Commonwealth, on warrants to be
drawn by the Governor, as in other cases.

Mr. Mitchell, from the committee to whom was re-

ferred on the seventh instant, the bill entided, '^jdn act

to appoint trusteesfor the county of Tioga ^''^ reported the

said bill with amendments ; which were read as reported.

The bill entitled, '"''An act to empower the corporation

of the German Reformed congregation in Germa?itow?t, in
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the county of Philadelphia^ to sell and convey a certain

messuage and lot ofs^oiind therein mentioned.,'''* was read

the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, '* Shall this hillpass?''"' being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be retiu'ned to the House of Re-
presentatives, with information, that Senate have passed
the said bill without amendment.

On motion of Mr. Roberts and Mr. Hart,

The Senate resumed the consideration of the motion
to appoint a committee, to present the resolution (res-

pecting the Luzerne commissioners) to the Governor,
postponed for the present, yesterday ; and.

After debate, ap-reed thereto.

Ordered, That Mr. Roberts and Mr. Sommer be the

committee for that purpose.

On motion of Mr. Hart and Mr. Penneil,

Resolved, That a Member of Senate be appointed
teller, to officiate at the election of State-Treasurer, to

be held on Tuesday next ; and, that a minute thereof

be transmitted to the House of Representatives.

Ordered, That Mr. Hart be the teller.

The resolution moved by Mr. M'Arthur and Mr.
Martin, and read on the sixth instant, respecting the

printing of the petition of '
' the actual settlers north and

%vest of Ohio,"'^ &c. was again read.

Whereupon, after debate,

Mr. M'Arthur witlidrew the said resolution.

Adjourned till 11 o'clock, Monday morning.

Monday, January II5 1808.

Mr. Roberts, from the committee appointed to present

the resolution,- respecting the Luzerne commissioners,

to the Governor, reported. That the committee had
performed that service; and tliat the Governor informed
the committee, that he would attend to the request of

the Senate.

On motion of Mr. Sommer and Mr. Penneil,
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The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill en-

titled, '''An act to incorporate the eiiangelical Lutheran

congreEat'ion of St. Johi's church in the city andmcinity.

of Philadelphia."'

The consideration of section 11. recurring

;

The question on agreeing thereto being put, was de-

termined in the affirmative.

Sections III. to XIV. inclusively, were severalljf

adopted.

Section XV. beins; under consideration

;

Jr- •A motion v/as made by Mr. Roberts and Mr. Martin,

to amend the section, by striking from the lines 8 and

9, the follov/ing :
" exceptfrom misconduct^ or some good

and sufficient cause ;''"' referring to the power of remov-
ing the pastor or minister.

Whereupon, after debate,

A motion was made by Mr. Vance and Mr. Sommer,
to postpone the further consideration of the motion, to

amend said bill for the present ; which was agreed to.

The petition of the subscribers thereto, inhabitants of

Cumberland county, respecting a poor-house, read on
the ninth instant, Vv^as again read, and together with the

eighth item of the report of unfinished business, to wit

:

The bill entitled, "^/z act to pro'uide for the erection

of a housefor the employment and support of the poor ^ in

the county of Cumberland ;'''' referred to Mr. Mitchell,

Mr. Martin, and Mr. Laird, to consider and report

thereon.

The bill entitled, ''^An act to appoint trustees for the

county of Tioga
j''"' was read the second time, as reported

by special committee on the ninth instant.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Hart in the chair) for the further consid-

eration thereof.

And, after some time.

The committee rose, and the chairman reported tlie

bill with amendments ; which were read as reported.

The message from the Governor, communicating the

resolution from the state of Vermont, respecting an
Amendment to the Constitution ofthe United States, read

on the eighth instant, was again read, and, with the said

15
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resolution, referred to Mr. Roberts, Mr. Brady,- and
Mr. Mitchell, to consider and report thereon.

Adjourned till 11 o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Tuesday, January 12, 1808.

The Speaker laid before the Senate, the following letter

from the Governor, to wit:
*' To the Senate of Pennsyhania^

^'^Gentlemen,
" IN answer to your written request of

the seventh instant, presented to me this morning, I am
to inform you. That I have received no report * respect-

ing the proceedings of the commissioners appointed Under
''An act for offering compensation to the Pcnnsyhania
claimants of certain lands within the Sei^enteen Townships,

in the county of Luzerney and for other purposes therein

mentioned;^ which has not been heretofore communi-
cated.

" THOMAS M'KEAN.
"Lancaster, January 11, 1808."

The Speaker also laid before the Senate, a letter from
William Graydon, author of the '''Justices'* and Con-
stables'*^ Assistant ;''"' containing numerous precedents

and forms of practice, deduced from the Acts of As-
sembly of this state, since its first establishment as a

province. A work of this nature, put into the hands of
the justices of the peace, he conceives, would tend to

produce regularity and uniformity of decision in their

proceedings : He therefore solicits the Legislature to

authorize the purchase of a certain number of copies,

which he promises to furnish at two hundred and fifty

cents per copy. And the same, was read, and
Laid upon the table.

The bill entitled, '•''An act to appoint trustees for the

county of Tioga,'''' was read the second time, as reported

by committee of the vrhole yesterday, considered by
section, and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the tliird reading.

A committee of the House of Representatives in-
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formed the Senate, That the chamber of the House of
Representatives was ready to receive the Speaker and
Members of the Senate, for the purpose of proceeding

to the election of State-Treasurer, agreeably to law»

Whereupon,
Adjoui'ned till 11 o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Wednesday^ January 13, 1808.

Mf. Rahm, from the committee appointed for that

purpose on the eighth instant, reported the bill entitled,

''An actfor the relief of the i?ihabitants of the 'village of
Palmyra, in the tow7iship of Londonderry, Dauphin
county ;" which was read the first time.

JMr. Hart, teller on the part of the Senate, at the elec-

tion of State-Treasurer, held yesterday in the chamber
•of the House of Representatives, made the following-

report, to wit.:

That William Findlay had 86 votes,

Jacob Eberman, 24 votes.

And that, thereupon,

William Findlay was declared to be duly elected

Treasurer of the Commonwealth, for the ensuing year.

Thefollowing is the state of the poll

:

Messrs. Lane, Speaker, Blocher, Campbell, Dorsey,

Gress, Hart, Heston, Hiester, Laird, Lattimorc, Martin,

M'Arthur, Mitchell, Fennell, Rahm, Rankin, Roberts,

and Vance, of the Senate

;

Messrs. Acker, Appel, Banks, Barnet, Beach, Biddle,

Boileau,.-Brobst, Brown, Buchcr, Cope, Darlington,

Davis, Dysart, Eichelberger, Engle, Espy, Gemmil,
Gettys, Griffin, Gross, Hare, Heyser, Jennings, Kelton,

Kerr, Lacock, Leib, Lobengier, Lowrey, Maclay,

M'Clellan, M'Clure, M'Comb, M^Farland, M'Kinney,
M' Sherry, Mechling, Miner, Moore, Murray, Ogle,

Orr, Parke^ Pepfer, Rankin, Rinker, Rupert, Savitz,

Sergeant, Shearer, Sheetz, Sherman, Shewell, Shulze,

J. Smith, R. Smith, W. Smith, Starne, Starrett, Stev-

enson, Tarr, Thompson, Wallace, Weber, Worthing-
ton, Wright, and Snyder, Speaker, of the House of

Representatives, voted for William Findlay.
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Messrs. Brady, Mayer, Miller, Slaymaker, Sommer,"
Wayne, of the Senate ; and

Messrs. Bethel, Clavt^ges, Evans, Gisch, Hulme,
Ingham, Joder, Kepner, Kimmel, Martin, Maxwell,
Pennock, Porter, Ramsey, Rose, ShaefFer, C. Smith,

and Trimbk, of the House of Representatives, voted

for Jacob Eberman.
The bill entitled, *

'/i7i act to appoint trustees for the

county of Tioga,'''' was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, ^^ Shall this billpass?'''' being put, was

determined in tlie affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Re-
presentatives, with information, that Senate have passed
the said bill with amendments, in which the concurrence
of that House is requested.

V\^hich amendments are as follow, to wit :

Add three additional sections, to ivit :

Section HI. A?id be itfurther enacted, h.c. That the

citizens, inhabitaijts of the said county of Tioga, who
are, or shall be qualified to elect Members of the Legis-

lature, agi*eeably to the constitution and lav/s of this

Commonwealth, shall, at the ensuing general election

to be held on the second Tuesday of October next, at

the usual election districts in said count}^, elect three

county commissioners ; who, when duly elected and
qualified to enter on the duties of their offices, shall have
and enjoy all and singular, such authorities and privi-

leges, with respect to their county, and shall receive

such comi)ensation, as commissioners elected in and for

any other county have b}' law ; and the duration of the

offices of said commissioners, respectively, sliall be de-

termined in like manner, and their places supplied as is

directed by law, on the erection of a new county. And,
on the election of the said commissioners, the powers
of the commissioners of Lycoming county, shall cease

xmd determine in the said county of Tioga.

Section IV. u^nd be it further enacted, &c. That it

shall and may be lavvful for the commissioners aforesaid,

or their successors, to call on the commissioners of the

county of Lycoming, for the purpose of examining,

liquidating, and receiving such balances as shall be
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found due to the said couftty of Tioga, and received to

the use of the same, by the Act of the General Assem-
bly of this Commonwealth, passed the third day of

February, in the year of our Lord, one thousand eight

^hundred and six.

Section V. And be it further enacted, &c. That so

much of any Act or Acts of the General Assembly as is

altered or supplied by this act, be, and the same is

hereby repealed.

Strike out the preamble.

Amend the title so as to read thus, ^^An act supple-

mentary to an act entitled, ''An act for establishing the

seat of justice in the county of Tioga.''''

The Clerk of the House of Representatives presGrlted

for signature, the bills entitled as folIoAv, to wit :

1. ^'An act to raise by ivay of lottery a sum of money,

for the purpose of completing a meeting-house, in the

toivnship of Shamoken, Northumberland county.'''*

2. ''An act to change the name of John Pcwel Hare,
to John Hare Powel.''''

3. ^^An act to establish a public ferry on the east side

of the river Susquehanna, in the county of Dauphin,
and to vest t/ie right thereof in JViUiam Morehead, his

heirs and assigns. "

He presented for concurrence, the bill entitled, ''An

act granting a tract of donation land to William M}Cor-
mick.'" And he returned

The bill entitled, ''An act to declcire certain parts of
Muddy-creek, in the county of Crawford, a public higli-

way.^'' And informed,

That the House of Representatives liad passed the

said bill with one amendment, in which the concurrence

of Senate is requested ; v/hich amendment is as follows,

to wit: ^

Section n. line 6, strike out the words ^^ shall be pro-

hibited.^^

The Speaker signed the bills presented for signature.

The bill presented for concurrence, was read the first

time.

On motion of Mr. Roberts and Mr. Hart,

The following resolution was twice read, considered,
and adopted, to wit:
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Resolved, That the Clerk be hereby directed to in-

form the Comptroller and Register Generals, that their

report of the 9th instant is not satisfactory ; and that they

are hereby required to lay before Senate, a statement, in

detail, of the manner in which the sums drawn out of

the Treasurv'^, and which have not hitherto been reported

to Senate, as accounted for by the commissioners, under
-an act of the fourth of April, one thousand seven hun-
dred and ninety- nine, and the supplements thereto, has

been by them applied and accounted for.

The letter from William Graydon, read yesterday,

Was again read.

Whereupon,
The Yeas and Na}'s, on the question, ^'- Shall it be

referred to a select committeeV'' were required by Mr.
Roberts and Mr. Pennell ; and, on the question being

put, the Members voted as follow, to wit:
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Whereupon,
The question, '^ Shall the resolution be nam read ths

second iimeV'' being put,, was determined in the negative.

And,
Thereupon y

Mr. Roberts gave notice, that he would eall again for

the second reading of said resolution to-morrow.

The amendment by the House of Representatives on
the bill entitled, '''An act to declare certain parts of
Muddy-creek^ in. the county of Craijoford., a public high-

ivay^^'' was again read, considered, and concurred in.

Ordered, That the Clerk acquaint the House of Re-
presentatives thereof.

On motion, and by special order,

The bill entitled, ^'An act granting a tract of donation
land to William M.''Corrmck^-'* was read the second time,

and referred to Mr. Pennell. Mr. Mitchell, and Mr,
Hart, to consider and report thereon.

Adjourned till 1 1 o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Thursday^ January 14, 1808.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented

for signature, the bill entitled, ''An act to ernponuer the

corporation of the German Reformed congregation in Ger~

manto%v7i, in the county ofPhiladelphia ^ to selland con'uey

a certain messuage and lot ofground therein mentioned.'''*

He informed. That the House of Representatives have

adopted the ''Address to the Genej-al GoDernment^'''* re-

ported by a jomt committee of the two Houses, without

amendment.
And he presented an Extract from the Journal of that-

House, which was read as follows, to wzV /

" In the House of RepresentatmeSy
" January 14, 1808.

" Resolved, That the Address to the President of the

United States be signed by the Speaker of the respective

Houses, and that they transmit it to the President of

the United States."

The Spe(\ker signed the bill presented for signature.



120 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE,

On motion of Mr. Vance and Mr. Martin, and by
special order,

The resolution from the House of Representatives,

respecting tlie transmission of the Address to the General

Government, was read the second time, considered, and
adopted.

Ordered, That the Clerk acquaint the House of re-

presentatives thereof.

The Speaker laid before the Senate, a letter from
Zachariah Poulson, of the city of Philadelphia ; stating.

That he is in possession of a kw copies of the Minutes
of the Convention, which formed the present constitu-

tion, which he offers to the Senate at a stated price.

And the said letter was read, and
Laid upon the table.

Agreeably to the intimation given yesterday, Mr.
Roberts called for the second reading of the resolution,

respecting powers granted to turnpike companies.

Whereupon,
The said resolution was again read, as follows, to wit

:

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire

if any, and what alteration m.ay, Avith justice to indivi-

duals and the community at large, be made in the pro-

visions of the act entitled, *'^/z act to exte?id to cei-tain

turnpike companies therein vientioned^ the same powers^

rights and priiiileges that are iioiv possessed hy the presi-

dent, 7nanagers^ and company, of the Philadelphia and
Lancaster turnpike road.''''

On motion of Mr. Wayne and Mr. Slaymaker,

The resolution was amended, by inserting between
the words '''justice to,^^ the foilov/ing: " to certain incor-

porated turnpike companies. '

Moved by Mr. Roberts and Mr. Hiester,

That the resolution be further amended, by inserting

at the end tliereof, the following-, to ivit : ^'And the com-

mittee shall ha'oe power to sendfor persons tmdpapers ;'''*

which was not agreed to.

Thereupon,
A motion was made by Mr. Sommer and Mr. Ro-

berts, to post}X)ne the further consideration of the said

resolution, for the present ; which v»a3 agreed to.

Adjourned till 11 o'clock, to-morrcv/ morning.
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Friday y January 15, 1808.

Mr. Dorsey presented the memorial of the subscrib-

ers thereto, commissioners appointed by the act of the

fourth of April last, to make sale of the powder maga-
zine and buildings belonging thereto, in the city of

Philadelphia, with the lot or square on which they are

erected ; and, with the proceeds of such sales, to pur-

chase lots, and erect other buildings in lieu thereof;

stating, That, in pursuance of the directions of the said

act, the commissioners sold the said magazine and
buildings, with the lot belonging thereto, and purchased

a lot in a more suitable situation; that considerable

progress had been made in erecting a suitable building

thereon, when they were prevented from completing the

same, by the frost setting in unusually early, which also

injured the arches of the buildings ; and that, to finish

the powder-house agreeably to the intent of the Legisla-

ture, in their act of the fourth of April, one thousand

eight hundred and seven, a m^uch larger sum will be
required than the old property sold for : The commis-
sioners therefore pray the attention of the Legislature.

And the said petition was read, and
Laid upon the table.

Mr. Vance, from the committee of accounts, made
report, in part, as follows, to %vit : That the committee
have examined the account of George Bryan, Clerk of

the Senate, for preparing and furnishing Indexes to the

Journal of the Senate, from the commencement of the

present constitution, to, and including the last session

of the Legislature, agreeably to a resolution of the Senate

of the seventeenth of December, one thousand eight

hundred and six, to ivit:

Seventeen sessions, at fifty dollars per session,

each session forming a distinct Index, - S 850
Deduct paid the Clerk by a warrant on the State-

Treasurer, March 26, 1806, - - 500

Balance due the Clerk, - - JS 350
(Five of which Indexes were prepared within the years

to which they respectively belong, and furnished to the

16
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Senate during their last session ; and the remainder pre-

pared between the adjournment of the last, and the
meeting of the present Legislature.

)

The committee therefore offer the following resolu-

tion, to ivk :

Resolved, That the Speaker draw his warrant on the

St:»':e-Treasurer, in favor of George Biyan, Clerk of the

Senate, for the above balance of three hundred and fifty

dollars.

Mr. Laird, from the committee to whom was referred

on the thirteenth instant, the letter of William Gra^'don^

made the following report, to wit :

That they have given the subject referred to them, a
due and candid consideration ; and are of opinion, that,

by furnishing justices of the peace with every informanon
on subjects relative to the official concerns of their

office, is at all times the duty of a wise and liberal Le-
gislature, and more particularly so, at a time when their

jurisdiction has been extended, so as to embrace almost
every kind of controversy which ordinarily occurs among
the citizens. Experience has amply demonstrated, that

the present mode of obtaining redress, for injuries done
us in our persons and property, and recovering of debtSy

can be done with a facility hitherto unknown. The com-
mittee are fully convinced, that, by furnishing those

officers, whose duty it is to administer the law, with
every information within the sphere of the Legislature

;

that they will tliereby hasten that desirable period, in

which justice will be done the citizen " nvithout sale^ de-

nial or delay ^'''' agreeably to a wholesome constitutional

injunction. Anxious that the administration of justice

may be progressed in, and the science thereof made easy

to those whose province it is to administer the sam.e, the

committee ofier the followins; resolution :o
Resolved, That the Secretary of tlie Commonwealth

be, and he is hereby required to purchase from William
Graydon, esquire, copies of " Graydon''s Justice,'''

provided he can obtain them for two dollars and fifty

cents per copy, and have them deposited in his office, to

be distributed amongst the justices of the peace, in such
manner as the Legislature may direct.

On motion of Mr. Sommer and Mr. Dorscy,
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Senate resumed the consideration of the l^ill entitled,

«' An act to incorporate the e'Dangelical Lutheran con-

p-egat'ion of St. Johi's church in the city and vicinity of

Philadelphia.'^

The consideration of the motion to amend the fifteenth

section recurring, to wit: To strike out *^for miscon-

duct in ojjce^ cr some good and sufficient cause;'''* refer-

ring to the removal of the pastor or pastors of said

-church.

The question, on agreeing thereto, being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

The section as amended, w^as adopted.

Section XVI. was agreed to.

Section XVII. being under consideration

;

A motion was made by Mr. Roberts and Mr.
M'Arthur, to amend the section, by striking the word
^'- three, ^^ from line 5, and inserting in place thereof,

the word *'?=iy<3," respecting the amount of income
arising from real estate, which the said congregation may
hold ; which was not agreed to.

The section v/as adopted.

The remaining sections, with the title, being agreed
to

:

Ordered, That the said bill be prepared for the third

reading.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented

for concurrence, the bills entitled as follow, to wit :

1. ''^Jn act to alter an act entitled., ''A?i act to erect

the town of Harrisburghy in the county of Dauphin., into

a borough.''''

2. '-'-An act granting Samuel KoocJiooyaei a tract of
donation land.''''

'^Vhich were severally read the first time. And,
On motion, and by special order.

The last mentioned bill was read the second time, and
referred to Mr. Hart, IMr. Pennell, and Mr, Sommer,
to consider and report thereon.

Mr. JMiller, from the committee appointed for that

purpose, reported, Th.at the committee in conjunction
A^'ith the committee of the House of Representatives,

this day presented to the Governor, for his approbation,

tlie bills entitled as follow, to wit

:
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1. *^An act to establish a public ferry on the cast side

of the 7'i'Der Susquehanna^ in tlie county of Dauphin^
and to 'vest the right thereof in William Morehcad, his

heirs and assigns.^''

2. ''An act to incorporate the trustees of the Second

Baptist church and congregation in Philadelphia.''''

3. ''An act vesting a title to sixty acres of land in

Somerset toiimshipy Somerset county, in certain trustees

and their successors , for the benefit of a con^resaiion com-

posed of Presbyterians and Lutherans^
4. ''A.n act to enipoiver the corporation of the German

Reformed congregation in Germantoivn, in the county of
Philadelphia^ to sell and coimey a certain messuage and
lot ofground therein r.icntioncd.''''

5. ''Am act to raise by ijjay of lottery a sum of money,

for the purpose of completing a meeting-house, in die

township of Shamoken, Northumberland county.''''

6. '''An act to change the imme of John P'oivel Hare,
to John Hare PovjcL''^

Adjourned till 11 o'clock, to-morrow mcrnir.g.

Saturday^ January 16, 1808.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented

for concurrence, the resolution for the distribution of cer-

tain laws of the United States ; and he informed, That
the House of Representatives have concurred in the

amendments by the Senate, on the bill entitled, ''An

act to appoint trustees for the county of Tioga,'''' with

amendments thereto ; v*'hich were read, as follow, to wit :

Section IH. After the v/crd " Tioga,'''' where it is

last printed, insert these words : ''And the court of quar-

ter sessions of Lyeorning county shall hai^e poller, and
are hereby required, from time to time, to appoint auditors

to settle the accounts of the officers of the county of Tioga,

in like manner, and njoith the like authorities as they muiy

by^ a-iv appoint auditors in the county of Lycoming.''''

Strike from the manuscript amendment, the words
" ofprosecutions,'" also the word " suits ;'''* and insert in

lieu of the latter, '' criminalprosecutions.''^
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Add to the said amendments these words, *' and all

such incidmtal costs and expences shall be apportioned be-

tmeen the said counties^ in proportion to their rcspecti'uc

ratios of taxation.''"'

Add to the IVth section, these words, '^Jnd if on

examination it be found, that a balance is due from the

county of Tioga to the county of Lycoming, then it shall

be the duty ofthe conitnissio7iers of Lycoming, to call upon

the commissioners of Tioga county, and recei'ue such bd"

lance.''''

Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Hart and Mr. Wayne,

The said amendments were again read, considered,

and concurred in.

Ordered, That the Clerk acquaint the House of Re-
presentatives thereof.

The resolution for the distribution of certain laws of
the United States, was read the first time.

Mr. Vance presented the memorial of the subscribers

thereto, inhabitants of Washington county, stating the

pernicious effects of horse-racing ; that the existing laws

are inadequate to the suppression of this vice, and pray-

ing the attention of the Legislature ; which was twice

read, and referred to Mr.Vance, Mr. Campbell, and Mr.
IMiiler, to consider and report thereon.

Mr. Dorsey presented the petition of the subscribers

thereto, inhabitants of the city and coui'^y of Philadelphia,

stating the injuries which have arisen and continue to

exist, from the great number of dogs which are kept in

the said city and count}^ ; that a considerable number are

supported in families, who are not able to maintain them-
selves, and pa}' their taxes. The petitioners therefore

pray, that an act may be passed laying a tax on dogs.

And the said petition was read, and
Laid upon the table.

The Speaker laid before the Senate, the memorial of

Gideon Olmstead ; stating. That he was engaged in the

service of his country during the late revolutionary con-

test with Great Britain, encountered great perils and
hardships, and sustained considerable injuries in the

hands of the enemy, from whose captivity he effected

lois escape, by seizing upon a British sloop ; which, with
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her cargo, he, with three others, brought into the United

States ; that the vessel and cargo were condemned, and
the vahie thereof deposited in the Treasury of this Com-
monwealth ; that he has never obtained his just and law-

ful property, though he has resorted to every means
"which could be devised by him : He therefore prays the

attention of the Legislature to his case. And the said

inemorial was read, and
Laid upon the table.

Tlie Speaker also laid before the Senate, a letter from.

the Receiver-General, containing an account of the con-

tingent expences of that office, during the last year ; also

a report of the expenditure of the extra appropriation for

clerk-hire ; by which it appears, that the whole sum
allovv^ed, has been '' exdushdy appropriated in bringing

forward the back business.'''* The receiver also states,
*-' that the booh formerly in arrear^ xmll be completely

brought lip during the presentyear ;" but that a consider-

able accession of current business has arisen under an
act of the last session, and by the late application for

patents from the North American Land-company. And
the said letter and enclosure were severally read, and

Laid upon the table.

Mr. Hai't, from the committee to whom was referred

on the fifth instant, the bill entitled, " An act granting

a tract of donation land to James Norris,''^ reported the

said bill v/ithout amendment.
Whereupon,

On motion of Mr. Hart and Mr. Pennell, and by
special order,

The said bill was read the second time, considered

by section, and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

The bill entitled, '^An act to incorporate the E'vangeli-

cal Lutheran congregation of St. Johri^s church in the

city and ^vicinity of Philadelphia,'''' M^as read the third

time.

Whereupon,
The question, *' Shall this billpass ?^'' being put, was

detemined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Repre-
sentatives, Vvith information, that Senate have -nassed
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the said bill with one amendment, in which the concur*

rence of that House is requested.

(For the amendment see journal of yesterday.

)

The letter from Zachai'iah Poulson, read yesterday

,

was again read, and referred to Mr. Vance, Mr. Dorsey,

and Mr. Campbell, to consider and report thereon.

Adjourned till 11 o'clock, Monday morning.

Monday, January 18, 1808.

Mr. Dorsey presented the petition of the minister,

church-wardens, and vestry-men of the Episcopal church

of St. Paul's, in the city of Philadelphia ; stating, That
the late Mr. John Keble, by will, devised to the said

church, a messuage and lot ofground for the use of such

aged widows, communicants of said church, as the cor-

poration thereof should, from time to time, deem pro-

per to admit. The petitioners state, that the said build-

ing is too distant from the church, to permit such females

as ^vould occupy it, from attending public worship in the

said church : They therefore pray to be enabled to sell

the said premises, for the purpose of procuring a house
and lot more contiguous to the church. And the said

petition was read, and

Laid upon the table.

Mr. Hart, from the committee to whom was referred

on the fifteenth instant, the bill entitled, ' 'An act granting

to Samuel Koockooyaei a tract ofdonation landj^^ reported

the said bill without ameiidmerit.

The report of the committee on the petition of Chris-

tian Shockey, read the ninth instant, was again read,

considered, and the resolution attached thereto, adopted,

to wit :

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in

a bill, directing that Christian Shockey be allowed an
annuity of forty dollars, to be paid half-yearly out of the

Treasury of the Commonwealth, on warrants to be drawn
by the Governor, as in other cases.

Ordered, That the committee v.'ho made the report,

be the conxmittee for that purpose.
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The Secretary of the Commonwealth presented a
message from the Governor, which was read, as follows,

to ivit:

*' To .the Senate and House of Representathes of the

Commonv:ealth of Pennsyhania.

"Gentlemen,
" I HAVE this day approved and

signed the following Acts of the General Assembly,
and directed the Secretary to return the same to the res-

pective Houses in which they originated, 'ic'iz.

1. "An act to incorporate the trustees of the Second
Baptist church and congregation in Philadelphia."

2. "An act vesting a title to sixty acres of land in

Somerset township, Somerset county, in certain trus-

tees and their successors, for the benefit of a congrega-

tion composed of Presbyterians and Lutlierans."

3. "An act to empower the corporation of the German
reformed congregation in Germantown, in the county

of Philadelphia, to sell and convey a certain messuage
and lot of ground therein mentioned."

4. "An act to raise by way of lottery a sum of mo-
ney, for the purpose of completing a meeting-house in

the township of Shamoken, Northumberland county."

5. "An act to establish a public ferry on the east side

of the river Susquehanna, in the county of Dauphin,
and to vest the right thereof in William Morehead, his

heirs and assigns."

6. "An act to change the name of John Powel Hare,

to John Hare Powel."
" THOMAS M'KEAN.

''Lancaster^ January \Z^ 1808."

The Speaker laid before the Senate, a letter from the

Comptroller-General and Register-General ; which was
fead, as follows, to ivit :

Sir,

IN obedience to the requisition of the Senate, in

their resolution of the thirteenth instant, we have pre-

pared, and herewith furnish copies of the accounts (in

detail, as settled and passed) of the expenditures by the

Luzerne commissioners, under acts of fourth April,

one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine, and fif-

teenth March, one thousand eight hundred. The ac-
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counts are marked A, B, C, D, E. F, G, H, I, J, K,
L, M, N, O, which we have also accompanied with a

recapitulatory \'iew of the said accounts ; shewing, that

they account for the amount of the monies drawn from
the Treasury, as reported to Senate on the sixteenth

January, one thousand eight hundred and four, and
ninth January, one thousand eight hundred and eight.

The receipts and vouchers referred to in the accounts,

are on file, amounting to many hundreds; had we at-

tempted to give copies of them, the report could not

have been made during the present session.

To, the new commission under act of ninth April,

one thousand eight hundred and seven, there has been
advanced, as stated in our report of the ninth instant,

three thousand dollars ; which has not been, nor could

not yet be accounted for, as the commissioners are now
in Luzerne county, in performance of their duties under
said act.

We have the honor to be, very respectfully,

Your obedient Servants,

GEORGE DUFFIELD,
JOHN KEAN.

Department of Accounts, January 1^, 1808.

Hon. Speaker of Senate.

The papers accompanying the letter, were
Laid upon the table.

The bill entided, ^^An act granting James Norris a
tract of donation land,'''* was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, '-'Shall this bill pass ?^^ being put,

was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Re-
presentatives, with information, that Senate have passed

the samxC without amendment.
The bill entitled, ^^An act. to alter an act entitled

y

'''An act to erect the town of Harrisburgh, in the county

ofDauphin, into a borough,^^ was read the second time,

and considered by section.

Sections L and H. were severally adopted.

Section HL being under consideration

;

A motion was made by Mr. Rahm and Mr. Hiester,

to amend the same, by insertmg the words, ^^ and Fri-^

17
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J^," after the word, " Thursday ^'^'^
in lines 24 and 25;

so that there may be two days of fair in June, and the

same in October, of each year ; which was agreed to,

and the section, as amended, adopted.

The remaining sections, with the preamble and title,

being agreed to :

Ordered, That the said bill be prepared for the third

reading.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives informed,
That that House have concurred in the amendments by
Senate, on the bill entitled, ''''An act to incorporate the

El)angelical Lutheran congregation of St. John^s churchy

in the city ajid 'uicinity of Philadelphia.''''

And he presented for concurrence, the bills entitled

as follow, to ivit :

1. " An act for the relief of Nathan Coulter.'*

2. " An act declaring part of Lackawaxen creek, in

Wayne county, a public highway."
3. ** An act granting a tract of donation land to John

Morris."

4. " An act granting Joseph Gwyne the depreciation

of his pay as a soldier."

5. " An act to confirm to certain persons holding an
island in the river Delaware, their title to the same."
Which were severally read the first time. And,

On motion, and by special order,

The last mentioned bill was read the second time,

and referred to Mr. Sommer, Mr. Wayne, and Mr.
Roberts, to consider and report thereon.

The Speaker also laid before the Senate, a letter from
the Secretary of the Commonwealth ; which was read,

as follows, to nvit :

" Secretary's Office^ January 18, 1808.

"Sir,
'

' BY the Governor's directions, I have laid be-

fore the House of Representatives, returns of the tax-

able inhabitants and slaves within the counties of Bucks,
Butler, Franklin, Fayette, Huntingdon, and Greene

;

together with those of the townships of East Buffaloe

and Upper Mahony, in the county of Northumberland;
that of West Salem township, in Mercer county; those

cf the townships of Bridgevvater, Wysox, Salem, Nes-
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copeck, Canton, and Huntingdon, in Luzerne county;

that of the to^vnship of Newton, in Cumberland county ;

that of the township of Beaver, in Crawford county

;

and that of Shenango township, in the county of Bea-

ver : which, together with those transmitted on the

eighteenth ultimo, with the exception of that of War-
ren county, (not yet received) I believe form a complete

return of all the taxable inhabitants and slaves within

the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
*' I have the honor to be. Sir,

" With much respect,

" Your obedient Servant,

''T. M. THOMPSON, Sec.

" The Hon. Presley Car Lane, esquire, ^
Speaker of Senate.'''' 5
Moved by Mr. Roberts and Mr. Hart,

That Senate resume the consideration of the resolu-

tion, " respecting the pcwers ijested in certain turnpike

compafiies ;''^ which was not agreed to.

Adjourned till 11 o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Tuesday
J
January 19, 1808«

Mr. Sommer, from the committee to whom was re-

ferred the bill entitled, ^^An act to confirm to certain per-

sons holding an island in the river Delaware, their title

to the same,'''' reported the bill v/ithout amendment.
Mr. Vance, from the committee to whom was refer-

red on die sixteenth instant, the letter from Zachariah

Poulson, made the following report, to ivit : That they

are of opinion, the Minutes of the Convention which

framed the present Constitution, are valuable records

;

and, as there is but one copy in possession of the Le-
gislature, it would be proper the number of copies

offered by Z. Poulson, should be procured for the use

of, and to be at the disposal of the Legislature. They
therefore offer the following resolution :

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, That the

Clerk of the Senate and the Clerk of the House of Re-
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presentativcs be, and they are hereby directed, to pro-

cure the thirty-nine copies of the Minutes of the Con-
vention that framed the present Constitution, as offered

by Z. Poulson; and that they be disposed of as follows,

to vj'it : Two copies for the table of the House of Repre-

sentatives, one copy for the table of the Senate, and one
copy to be by the Secretary of the Commonwealih trans-

mitted to each county organized; to be sent forwai'd

with the Laws and Journals of the present session, and
to be deposited in the commissioners' office of each

county, to be at all times open to the inspection of the

citizens of the counties respectively.

Mr. Blocher, from the committee appointed for that

purpose yesterday, reported the bill entitled, ''An act

for the relief of Christian Shockey ;'''' which was read

the first time.

The Speaker laid before the Senate, a report of the

president, managers and company of the Germantown
and Perkiomen turnpike road, communicated by the

president of the company, in pursuance of the act of

incorporation. The following is an abstract of their

accounts, to %vit :

Capital stock divided into shares of S 100, S 285,000
The revenue of tolls for one year,

ending November 2, 1807,
amounts to, - - S 26,470 47

Of which paid

:

For repairs, salaries to

gate-keepers, secre-

tary and superinten-

dent, ground-rents,

printing, stationary,

&c. - - S 11,955 85
To stockholders for di-

vidend for 6 months,

declai'ed the first

Monday in May,
1807, at jS2 SO per

share, - - 7,125

19,080 85
Carriedforiuard.
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BroHfori^ard, S 19,080 85

To do. for do. declared

the 1st Monday in

November, 1807, at

ditto, - - 7,125

S 26,205 ^S

I^eaving a balance from
revenue of tolls, of % 264 62

26,470 47
The bill entitled, ''•An act to alter an act entitlcdy

''An act to erect the toiv?i of Harrisburghy in the county

of Dauphin, into a horoughy^'' was read the third time.

Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Pennell and Mr. RLilim, and by

unanimous consent,

The bill was further amended, by inserting the word
" succeeding^'''' in lines 24 and 25 of the third section,

immediately before the amendment made yesterday,

relative to ihe fairs.

Whereupon,
The question, ''Shall this bill passP"* being put,

was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Re-
presentatives with information, that Senate have passed
the said bill with amendments, in which the concur-
rence of that House is requested.

(The amendments provide, that there shall be an ad-

ditional day of fair, in the months of June and October,
annually, to wit : On the Friday succeeding the second
Tuesdays in these months.)
The bill entitled, ^'An act granting to Sa?nuel Koock-

ooyaei a tract of donation land,'''' was read the second
time as reported by select committee, considered by
section, and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

Moved by Mr. Roberts and Mr. IM 'Arthur,
Whereas the Governor, in his address to the Legisla-

ture, dated December 6th, one thousand eight hundred
and four, has stated, "the commission which issued
under the authority of an act of the General Assembly, to

settle claims of property and commutation within the Se-
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venteen townships ofLuzerne coiinty,will soon be brought
to a fair, a satisfiictory, and a salutary conclusion ;"

and, in that of the subsequent year, dated December
fifth, one thousand eight liundred and five, he has stated,
*' that the commissioners, employed in settling the busi-

ness of the Seventeen Townships of the county of Lu-
zerne, have perlbrmed their trust with impartiality and
decision ;" and, in the letter addressed to the Senate by
the Governor on the eleventh instant, it is stated, " that

he has received no report from said commissioners, but
v/hat has been heretofore communicated ; " (the last of

which communications, in possession of the Senate, is

dated Wilksbarre, November eighteenth, one thousand
eight hundred and three. ) And whereas the ninth sec-

tion of the act under which said commissioners were
appointed, requires them to deposit a book of record of

their transactions, in the office of the Secretary of the

Land-Office ; and a draught of all surveys made by their

direction, in the oHice of Surveyor-General. And where-

as it appears, from the letter addressed to the Senate by
the Secretary of the Land- Office, on the sixth instant,

that " no report has come to his knowledge or posses-

sion," of the proceedings of said commissioners, but
in six out of fificen townships ; and, that no book con-

trdning their proceedings, has been deposited in his

office, at any time. And whereas it appears, from the

letter addressed to Senate, by the Surveyor-General,

on the sixth instant, no return of surveys, made by
direction of said commissioners, has been made to his

office, by ^vhich he can determine die quantity of land

in said townships. And whereas, after the Governor
informed the Legislature, that said commissioners "had
performed their trust Vvith impartiality and decision,"

(for the subject was not noticed in the Governor's ad-

dress in one thousand eight hundred and six) consider-

able sums have been drawn from the Treasur}^, by said

commissioners, from March, one thousand eight hun-

dred and six, to March, one thousand eight hundred
and seven ; when it docs not appear they had any duties

to perform, and when the duties under the act of last

April did not, nor could not be expected to exist. It

becomes just and proper that it should be kno^vn, in
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trhat situation the business of said commissioners, at

this time, rests ; and why the provisions of the law,

under which they acted, directing the records of their

proceedings, and the draughts of surveys by their order

made, to be deposited in the Land-Offices, have not,

on their part, been complied with ?

Therefore,

Resolved, That the Governor be hereby requested,

to require the aforementioned commissioners to make a

report to him, embrachig the following points ; and that

he cause said report to be communicated to Senate,

to wit

:

What quantity of acres of land is contained in the

Fifteen Townships in Luzerne county, and what quan-

tity is there in each township ?

What number of acres has been therein certified to

Connecticut claimants, as eligible to be patented ?

What is the amount of money to which the lands so

certified, have been valued to said claimants ; and what
is the average price per acre ?

What is the amount of money awarded to Pennsyl-

vania claimants, for lands released by them to the Com-
monwealth, in said townships ?

What quantity of land has been certified to Connec-
ticut claimants, before the ninth of April last, not re-

leased by Pennsylvania claimants ?

Why were not the records of the proceedings of said

commissioners, and the draughts of surveys made by
their direction, deposited in the offices, as directed by
law?
What have been the proceedings of said commis'

sioners, under the act of ninth of April last ?

Ordered to lie upon the table.

Agreeably to the order of the day, the bill entitled,

^^Afi act to establish schools throughout this Common-
laealth^'''' was read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Hart in the chair) and.

After some time,

The committee rose, reported progress, and ha^^,

leave to sit again on Monday- next, the twenty- fif >

instant.
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Moved by Mr. Roberts and Mr. M'Arthur,
That Senate resume the consideration of the resolu-

tion, respecting an examination into the powers granted

to certain turnpike road companies. And,
After debate,

The Yeas and Nays on the question, '^ Will Senate

now resume the conslderatmi of the said resolution .^"

were required by Mr. Roberts and Mr. Pennell ; and,

the question being put, the Members voted as follow,

to IV it

:



JOURNAL OF THE SENATE. 137

• 5. Mr. Gress, 11. Mr. Miller,

6. Mr. Harris, 12. Mr. Rahm,
7. Mr. Heston, 13. Mr. Slaymaker,

8. Mr. Laird, 14. Mr. Sommer,
9. Mr. Lattimore, 15. Mr. Wayne,

10. Mr. Mayer, 16. Mr. Lane, Speaker.

Nine Yeas and sixteen Nays ; by which it appeared,

the question was determined in the negative.

The bill entitled, ^'An act granting a tract of donation

land to John Morris y^"* was read the second time, and

referred to Mr. Pennell, Mr. Wayne, and Mr. Vance,

to consider and report thereon.

The bill entitled, ^'An act for the relief of Nathan
Coidter,^^ was read the second time, and referred to the

same committee.

The bill entitled, ^^An act gra?iting Joseph Gwyne
the depreciation of his pay as a soldier^'''* was read the

second time, and referred to the same committee.

The report, in part, of the committee of accounts,

read on tlie fifteenth instant, was again read, considered,

and the resolution attached thereto, adopted, to wit:

Resolved, That the Speaker draw his warrant on the

State-Treasurer, in favor of George Biyan, Clerk of

the Senate, for three hundred and fifty dollars, a balance

due him for making Indexes to the Journal of the Se-

nate.

Whereupon,
A warrant was accordingly so drawn.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented

for signature, two bills, entitled as follow, to wit :

1. "yf/2 act to incorporate the Evangelical Lutheran

congregation of St. fohn^s church in the city and liicinity

of Philadelphia.'^''

2. ''An act supplementary to an act etititled^ '^An act

for establishing the seat ofjustice in the county of TiogOy

andfor other purposes.''^ And for concurrence,

The bill entitled, '"''An act to enable the trustees of the

German Lutheran congregation of the townshipjs of Al-

bany and Linn, in Berks arid Northampton counties^ to

coniiey to the trustees of the German Reformed congrega-

tion an equal right to a church and tract of land therein

described;''^ which was read the first time.

18
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The Speaker signed the bills presented for concur-

rence.

Adjourned till 11 o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Wednesday
J January 20, 1808.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives informed
the Senate, That that House have concurred in the

amendments by the Senate, on tlie bill entitled, ^'An

act to alter an act entitled^ ''•An act to erect the toixin of
Harr'ishurg^ in the county of Dauphin, into a borough,''''

And he presented for concurrence.

The bill entitled, *'An act establishing an academy in

the borough of Uniontovjn, in the county of Fayette
;''''

which was read the first time.

The bill entitled, ^'A?! act granting Samuel Koockoo-

yaei a tract of donation land,'''' was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, ^'- Shall this billpass P"^ being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Repre-

sentatives, with information, that Senate have passed

the said bill without amendment.
The bill entitled, '''An act to confirm to certain persons

holding an island 'in the ringer Delaivare, their title to the

same,'''' was read the second time as reported by special

committee, considered by section, and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

The bill entitled, '''An act declaring part of Lacka-
"ojaxen creek^ in Wayne county , a public highway,'^ was
read the second time, considered by section, and agreed

to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

The resolution "/or the distribut'ion of certain la%vs of
the United States,'''' was read the second time. And,

Being under consideration

;

A motion was made by Mr. Sommer and Mr. Pcn-
nell, to amend the same, by correcting an error in the

date of an act therein referred to ; which was agreed to,

and the resolution as amended, adopted.
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Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Repre-

sentatives with information, that Senate have passed the

said resokition with one amendment, (as before recited)

in which the concurrence of that House is requested.

The report of the committee on the petition of Alex-

ander Robeson, read on the fifteenth December, was
again read ; and, the resolution attached thereto, being

under consideration, to %mt :

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in

a bill, authorizing the petitioner to bring suit for his

claim against this Commonwealth ; and that the attor-

ney-general be instructed on the part of the state, to

appear in defence thereof.

After debate,

A motion was made by Mr. Mitchell and Mr. Martin,

to postpone the further consideration thereof, for the pre-

sent ; which was agreed to.

The report of the committee on the petition of John
Ashton, postponed for the present, on the seventh in-

stant ; was again read, considered, and, the resolution

attached thereto, adopted; as follows, to wit:

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in

a bill, allowing John Ashton compensation for his ser-

vices during the late revolutionary war.

Ordered, That the committee who made the report,

be a committee for the purpose expressed in the resolu-

tion.

The resolution directing the Cleric of the Senate and
the Clerk of the House of Representatives, to procure
a certain number of copies of the Minutes of the Conven-
tion which framed the present Constitution, was read

the second time, considered, and adopted.

Ordered, That it be presented to the House of Re-
presentatives for concurrence.

Adjourned till 11 o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Thursday, January 21 , 1808.

Mr. Mitchell, from the committee appointed to in-

quire into the causes of delay in printing and distributing
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the Laws and Journals of the last session, and also the

Militia Law, made final report, as follows, to ivit

:

In order to obtain information, the committee ad-

dressed a letter to the Secretary of the Commonwealth,
requesting him to answer a series of questions, which

they therewith submitted to him ; m hich questions and

answers, tliey now lay before the Senate, together with

a letter from the Secretary. The Secretary further laid

before the committee, sundry letters which had passed

between himself, the Master of Rolls, and the prin-

ter of the laws, during the time the latter v/as engaged

in that service : from which it satisfactorily appears to

the committee, that the Secretary has shewn a com-
niendable anxiety, to have the laws promulgated in the

time prescribed by the acts of the Legislature for that

purpose provided. Letters were also addressed by
the committee to the Master of Rolls, the printer of the

laws, and the printers of the journals in the English and
German languages ; which are lierewith submitted,

numbered from I. to V. From Vk'hich it appears, some
delay in printing the laws, arose from a want of copy
from the Rolls'-Office ; to prevent which hereafter, a

resolution is now before Senate. The printers of the

journals assign as a cause of delay, the scarcity of pa-

per. But the committee are of opinion, it ought to be

received as a very limited justification for so great a

public inconvenience ; as it appears impossible for the

scarcity to have been so great, but that a supply might
have been had from the city at any time.

The printers of the journals gi^e security for the due
performance of their engagements ; and if such reasons

are admitted to justify a failure, the object of the Legis-

lature is defeated, in making them liable to a penalty

:

and, instead of producing suitable applications for the

printing, men will come forvrard and obtain the work,

who will do it only as it suits their convenience, under

the idea th.at die penalty is merely nomxinal ; and the ci-

tizens be thereby deprived of that information, ^hich
would enable them to judge of the conduct of the Legis-

lature. In the opinion of the committee, the penalty

ought to be enforced, whenever the contractors fail to

make good their contracts ; if they are aggrieved, by
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making application to the Legislature, they may have

redress. Unless the law is enforced, there seems little

probability (to judge from the past) that the journals

will be distributed as the public good requires.' It is

but justice to remark, that, as the printer of the journal

in the German language, has to translate and print from
the English letter-press, so that his work cannot he
completed until after the journal in the English language

has been finished.

Such questions were submitted to the Secretary of

the Commonwealth, as, in the opinion of the committee,

were proper, in order to obtain the information wanted,

respecting the distribution of the militia law, &c.

which questions, together with his answers ; a further

letter from him on the subject, a letter from the printer,

and a letter from Mr. James Steel, paper-maker, marked
6, 7, and 8, are herewith submitted to Senate. By
recurring to the resolution which directs the printing of

the militia law, the committee find it contains three con-

ditions :

1. That the Secretary, under the direction of the

Governor, was authorized to receive proposals for print-

ing, and directed to cause to be printed and bound a

sufficient number of copies, &c.
2. That the Adjutant-General should, on or before

the third Monday in June last, cause said law to be dis-

tributed, &c.

3. That the expence of printing, binding, and dis-

tributing the same, should be allowed the Secretary in

the settlement of his accounts, &c.

From these premises it appears, that the Secretary

was not trammelled in the transaction of this business

b}^ the resolution ; he was neither confined to any sum,
nor to any person ; and that he could not but have been

aware of the great interest the state had, in a punctual

compliance with the provisions of the resolution, as the

elections were to be held under die act. The resolution

is dated April thirteenth, one thousand eight hundred
and seven ; and, in the opinion of the committee, a suf-

ficient time was allowed to have distributed the law be-

tween that date and the third Monday in June, and that

the interests of the state have suffered by a failure

thereof.
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Ordered to lie upon the table.

The bill entitled, '•''An act to confirm to certain persons

holding an island in the riner Delaivare, their title to the

same^''^ vv'as read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, '' Shall this hillpass ?'''' being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Repre-

sentati\'es with information, that Senate have passed the

said bill without amendment.
The bill entitled, ''•An act declaring part of Lacka-

•waxen creeky in Wayne county^ a public highivay^^ was
read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, " Shall this billpass f^"* being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Repre-

sentatives with information, that Senate have passed the

same without amendment.
On motion of Mr. Roberts and Mr. Dorsey,

The resolution requesting the Governor to call on the

Luzerne commissioners for certain information, was
read the second time.

Whereupon, after debate,

A motion was made by Mr. Sommer and Mr. Hes-
ton, to postpone the further consideration thereof, for

the present.

On which motion, Mr. Heston and Mr. Pennell called

for the Yeas and Nays ; and, on the question being put,

the Members voted as follow, to "wit

:
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11. Mr. Rankin, 13. Mr. Vance,
12. Mr. Roberts, 14. Mr. Lane, Speaker,

Ten Yeas and fourteen Nays ; by which it appeared,

the question was determined in the negative.

Whereupon,
The Yeas and Nays on adopting the resokition, were

required by Mr. Roberts and Mr. Pennell; and, on
the question being put, the Members voted as follow,

to ivit :

YEAS.
1. Mr. Blocher,

2. Mr. Dorsey,

3. Mr. Hart,

4. Mr. Hiester,

5. Mr. Laird,

6. Mr. Lattimore,

7. Mr. Martin,

8. Mr. Kl'Arthur,

9. Mr. Miller,

NAYS.
1. Mr. Brady,
2. Mr. Campbell,
3. ifr. Gress,

4. Mr. Heston,

Seventeen Yeas and seven Nays; by which it ap-

peared, the question was determined in the affiiTnative.

Ordered, that Mr, Roberts and Mr. Wayne be a

comjnittee to present tlie said resolution to the Gover-
nor.

On motion of Mr. Pennell and Mr. M'Arthur,
Resolved, That the choice of directors, on the part

of the Senate, for the banks of Pennsylvania and Phila-

delphia, be the order of the day for Wednesday next.

On motion of Mr. Miller and Mr. Wayne,
The Senate resumed the consideration of the report

of the committee on the petition of Alexander Robeson.
And the consideration of the resolution recurring,

to ivit :

That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill,

authorizing the petitioner to bring suit for his claim

against this Commonwealth; and that the attorney-

general be instructed on the part of the state, to appear
in defence thereof.
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The Yeas and Nays on agreeing thereto, were re-

quired by Mr. Wayne and Mr. Miller.

After debate,

A motion was made by Mr. Sommer and Mr. jBrady,

to amend the resolution, so as to enable the committee
to report a bill, directing the payment of the said claim

out of the State-Treasury ; which was not agreed to.

Thereupon,
The question, " Will Senate agree to the said resolu-

tion .^" being put, the Members voted as follow, to wit :

YEAS. YEAS.
1. Mr. Brady, 5. Mr. Slaymaker,

2. Mr. Campbell, 6. Mr. Sommer,
3. Mr. Dorsey, 7. Mr. Wayne.'
4. Mr. Miller,

NAYS. NAYS.
1. Mr. Blocher, 10. Mr. M'Arthur,
2. Mr. Gress, 11. Mr. Mitchell,

3. Mr. Hart, 12. Mr. Pennell,

4. Mr. Heston, 13. Mr. Ralim,

5. Mr. Hiester, 14. Mr. Rankin,
6. Mr. Laird, 15. Mr. Roberts,

7. Mr. Lattimore, 16. Mr. Vance,
8. Mr. Martin, 17. Mr. Lane, Speaker.

9. Mr. Mayer,
Seven Yeas and seventeen Nays ; by which it ap-

peared, the question was determined in the negative.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives informed
the Senate, that the House of Representatives have con-

curred in the amendments by Senate, on the resolution

for the distribution of certain laws of the United States.

He presented for concurrence, the bills entitled as

follow, to wit :

1. " An act to raise by way of lotter}% a sum not ex-

ceeding six thousand dollars, for purchasing a lot or lots

of ground, building a school-house and a house for di-

vine worship thereon, in the borough of Bedford."

2. " An act to raise by way of lottery, a sum of mo-
ney for the purpose of erecting a school-house in Ship-

pensburg, in the county of Cumberland."
3. " An act authorizing the court of quarter sessions

of Indiana county, to direct a review of that part of the
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state road leading from Blair's Gap to the western boun-
dary line Ox^the state, which lies between the town of
Indiana and the seventh mile-tree westward."

And he presented for signature,

The bills entitled, as follow, to \mt :

1

.

" An act granting a tract of donation land to James
Norris."

2. " An act to alter an act entitled, '* An act to erect

the town of Harrisburg, in the county of Dauphin, into

a borough."
Whereupon,

The Speaker signed the said bills.

The bills presented for concurrence, were severally

read the first time.

Adjourned till 11 o'clock, to-mon'ow morning.

Friday^ January 22, 1808.

Mr. M 'Arthur presented the memorial of the subscri-

bers thereto, inhabitants of the county of CraM'ford;

stating, That considerable embarrassments arise under
the act incorporating an academy in the town of Mead-
ville, owing to a provision in the said act, which renders

it necessary for fifteen of the trustees to be present in

conducting the business of the academy ; that, although

every exertion has been made to effect the meeting of

that number, it has proved ineffectual. The memorial-

ists therefore pray, that the number necessary to form a

quorum may be reduced to nine. And the said memo-
rial was twice read, and referred to Mr. M 'Arthur,

Mr. Sommer, and Mr. Mitchell, to consider and re-

port thereon.

Mr. Mitchell, from the committee appointed for that

purpose on the twentieth instant, reported the bill en-

titled, ^'An actfor the relief of John Ashton;'''' which
was read the first time.

Mr. M'Arthur, from the committee to whom was
referred on the twelfth of last month, the petition of John
Patterson; on leave now given, reported the bill en-

19
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titled,^^An actfor the relief ofJohn Patterson ;
'
' '^vhich

was read the first time.

Mr. Pennell, from the committee to whom was re-

ferred on the thirteenth instant, the bill entided, ""An act

granting a tract ofdonation land to William M'Cormick^^'*

reported the said bill without amendment.
Mr. Roberts, from the committee appointed to pre-

sent the resolution respecting the Luzerne Commission-
ers, to the Governor, reported ; That the committee had
performed that service, and, that the Governor informed
the committee, he would attend to the subject thereof.

The bill entitled, ''''An actfor the better encouragement

of the raishig of the breed of sheep imthin the county of
Chester^'''' was read the second time.

Wliereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

v/hole, (Mr. Pennell in the chair) for the further consi-

deration thereof. And,
After some time.

The committee rose, and reported the bill with

amendments ; Vv'hich were read as reported.

On motion of Mr. Wayne and Mr. Pennell,

The said bill was considered by section.

Section L being under consideration

;

A motion was made by Mr. Dorsey and Mr. Martin,
to amend the same, by embracing the county of Phila-

delphia within its provisions; which was agreed to:

And, the section as amended, adopted.

Sections IL and IIL were severally adopted.

Section IV. being under consideration
;

A motion was made by Mr. Som^mer and Mr. Dorsey,
to amend the section, by inserting between the words
" citizens %vhich^^'' inline 11, the following :

*' to be ap-

pointed by the nearest justice of the peace, ^^ referring to

the persons who are to estimate the value of the sheep
destroyed \ whicli was not agreed to.

The section was adopted.

The remaining sections were severally sgreed to.

On motion of Mr. Sommer and Mr. Laird,
I'he Senate agre ed to reconsider tlie question on

adopting the fourth section.

Wiiereupon,
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The said section being again under consideration

;

After debate,

A motion Avas made by Mr. Vance and Mr. Sommer,

to postpone the further consideration of the bill, for the

present ; which was agreed to.

The Cierk of the House of Representatives presented

for concurrence the bill entitled, " An act to raise by-

way of lottery, a sum of money for the purpose of

finishing the meeting-house in Wilkesbarre, and for

protecting the bank of the river, opposite the borough,

from the encroachments of the river;" which was read

the first time.

Adjourned till 11 o'clock, to-morrov/ morning.

Saturday y January 23, 1808.

Mr. Martin presented the memorial of George Ste-

venson ; stating, That he is possessed of a tract of dona-

tion land in the fifth district, which does not contain the

quantity mentioned in the patent ; he therefore prays

relief. And the said memorial was twice read, and re-

ferred to Mr. Martin, Mr.. Laird and Mr. Heston, to

consider and report thereon.

Mr. M'Arthur presented the petition of the subscri-

bers thereto, inhabitants of the counties of Mercer and

Crawford, stating certain inconveniencies which have

arisen, and to v/hich they are yet subject, in conse-

quence of the act erecting the said counties, directing

that the division line should be run at right angles with

the line which is the western l^oundary of the state

;

they therefore pray, that certain alterations may be made
therein agreeably to the limits mentioned in the petition.

And the same was twice read, and referred to Mr.
M'Arthur, Mr. Harris and Mr. Mitchell, to consider

and report thereon.

Mr. Vance, from the committee to whom was re-

ferred on the sixteenth instant, the petition of the sub-

scribers thereto, inhabitants of Washington county ; on
leave now given, reported the bill entitled, '''An act to

present the eml practice of horse-racing ;''^ W"hich was
read the first time.
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The bill entitled, ^^An act estahlishmg an academy in

the borough of Unicntoi:cn^ in the county cf Fayette y''' was

read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Roberts in the chair) for the further con-

sideration thereof. And,
After some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill with

amendments ; w^hich w'ere read as reported.

Tile Secretary of the Commonwealth presented a mes-

sage from the Governor; which was read as foUow^s,

to vjit

:

" To the Senate of Pennsyhania.
" Gentlemen,

" YOUR resolution of the nineteenth

instant, -was presented to me this day; since which I

have recei\'ed from the commissioners employed in

settling the business of the Seventeen Townships of

Luzerne county, a report on that subject ; Vs^hich the

Secretary v/ill herevvith lay before you, and which I

request may be returned.
" I have directed a copy of your resolution to be

transmitted to the commissioners at Wilkesbarre, to-

gether v/ith a request, that answers may be promptly
returned to the various questions it proposes.

" THOMAS MCKEAN.
"Lancaster, January 22,. 1808."

The papers accompanying the message w^re severally

read, as follow, to %vit

:

JVilkesbatTc, Luzerne Coimty, Jan. 18, 1808.

Sir,
ENCLOSED is our report, wdiich would not have

been made before oui' present sitting closed, but from

an apprehension, that many of the Legislature are under

impressions not the most correct of what we are doing.

It w^as our intention, when we had finished the business

before us, to have detailed it in a report more at large

than ^\^e now are able to do. But, for the above reason,

we considered it as a duty to forward such an one as we
have enclosed.
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We are your Excellency's most obedient

Ai^d humble servants,

JOHN M. TAYLOR,
ROSEWELL WELLES,
ALEXANDER SCOTT.

To his Excellency Thomas M'-Kean, esquire,
)

Governor of the Commonweallh ofi
Pennsyhania. j

The undersigned commissioners, under the act of the

fourth of April, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-

nine, entitled, " An act for offering compensation to the

Pennsylvania claimants of certain lands within the Seven-
teen Townships in the county of Luzerne, and for other

purposes therein mentioned," and th€ several supple-

ments thereto, beg leave to report ; That, in virtue of
their several commissions they repaired to this county,

and commenced the duties of office, vt^hich had been,

assigned them. Their first object was to ascertain,

as near as they could, what the quantity of land was
within the Fifteen Townships, which might posi>ibly

fall under their notice. In pursuing this inquiry from
the papers and documents, as far as they were put into

their hands, together with such other information as they

could c btain, it appeared that the whole of the kind not
certified to the Connecticut claimants in the Fifteen

Townships by their predecessors, did not exceed fifty

thousand acres.

For some part of this land, they were informed, ap-

plications had been made out by the settlers and trans-

mitted to the Land-Oflice, with a view of laying their

several claims before the late commissioners;- but, by
some means the applications failing to reach the Land-
OSice in due time, or miscarrying altogether, copies

thereof were never returned so that they could be acted

upon.

For another part of it, applications w^ere duly forward-

ed, but the settlers not being able to prove occupancy
upon their respective rights or lots prior to the Decree
of Trenton, the former board could not recognize their

claims.

For another part of this land, no applications by the

settlers were ever made; but tliis was owing to the
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influence of several persons in the county, who were at

that time hostile to the provisions of the act, as well as

every other principle of compromise.
The land out of the aforesaid quantity, for which

titles haA'c been submitted to the present board by the

settlers, is something less than thirty-five thousand

acres. Whether to all this titles will be made out,

remains to be known. It is hardly probable that titles

will be made good for all the land so claimed. Many
claims of the settlers, if good once, are difficult to estab-

lish now. In the year one thousand seven hundred and
seventy-eight, when the enem}^ attacked this part of the

state, the public records fell into their hands ; and, when
regained, they were in such a condition as to furnish little

or no evidence of title to many individuals whose claims

have been submitted. Hence, recourse has been had,

from necessity, to oral testimony ; which has very much
protracted the inquiries of the board in the examination

of the claims. Much public good, in the apprehension

of the board, has resulted from the doings of the former

commissioners. It is very obvious, that, as the settlers

in the Fifteen Townships have been quieted in their

claims, those living out, have had less confidence in their

claims of pretended title, and sought that claim which
has been derived from the state. Im.pressed with this

truth, the present board deemed it a duty to give the

most ample opportunity to every Connecticut settler in

said .townships, to make out his title if he could. Very
much of the land to v/hich claims are submitted, has

been released by the claimants under the state, and who
either have or will receive the money for it as valued.

To let the settlers have this land, if to it they could

establish titles as the law directs, as also that to which
perhaps there existed no particular claim under the

Commonwealth, was deemed to be a measure of policy,

as well as that of duty. In all tlieir deliberations the

board have endeavored to keep steadily in view, the act

and the several supplements under which they have been

appointed. No claims but for lands within the said

Fifteen Tovvuships, have been entered upon their books ;

nor any claims allowed, but those which had been ac-

quired by settlers before the Decree of Trenton.
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The board are now deciding on the claims of indivi-

duals as received. A number of the settlers, in virtue

of their submission sent to the Land-Office, have applied

to be heard ; but the board having received no copies of

their submissions, could not, in their apprehension, take

cognizance of their claims, though from documents in

possession, of a general nature, some of them seemed
to be well founded. What of business therefore is

before us, we hope to be through with in two weeks from
this date.

All which is humbly submitted by
Your Excellency's most obedient

And very humble servants,

JOHN M. TAYLOR,
ROSEWELL WELLES,
ALEXANDER SCOTT.

TFilkesbarre^ January 18, 1808.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented

for concurrence, the bill entitled, '•'Ari actfor the relief

of Charles Thompson,'^'' And, he presented for signature.

The bill entitled, '''An act granting Samuel Koockoo-

yaei a tract of donation land i^"* and
" A resolution for the distribution of certain laws of

the United States.'''*

Whereupon,
The Speaker signed the same.

The bill presented for concurrence, was read the first

time.

The bill entitled, ^'An actfor the relief of Christian

Shockey,"^ was read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (M. Vance in the chair) for the further consi-

deration thereof. And,
After some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill with

amendments ; which were read as reported.

On motion of Mr. Wayne and Mr. Roberts,

Agreed, That Senate will meet at 10 o'clock in the

morning, for the future.

On leave given,

Mr. Sommer read a bill in his place ; and, by permis-
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sion, presented the same to the chair, entitled, ^'^Afurther
supplement to an act entitled^ ^''An act to raise and collect

county rates and k'uies ;''"' which was read the first

time.

Adjourned till 10 o'clock, Monday morning.

Monday, January 25, 1808.

Mr. Wayne presented the petition of the subscribers

thereto, citizens of Chester county ; praying, That a

law rr.ay be passed authorizing the making of a turnpike

road, from the Lancaster turnpike road, (between the

fourteenth and fifteenth mile-stones) by the nearest and
best route, through parts of TredyiTrin, Charles, and
Pikeland townships, by the Yellow Springs ; from thence

to form a junction with a meditated artificial road leading

from Reading-tov.ii towards Philadelphia. And the said

petition was read, and
Laid upon the table.

Mr. Rahm, from the committee to whom was referred

on the first instant, the petitions of John Burnheatter,

Emmanuel Bollinger, Valentine Weirich and Wendel
Fortncy, on leave now given, made report, in part,

to wit : the bill entitled, " An actfor the reliefof Wendel
Fortncy ;" which was read the first tim^e.

The bill entitled, '•'•An actfor establishing an academy
in the borough of Uniontoivfi, in the county of Fayette,^"*

was read the second time, as reported by committee of

the \^'hole on the twenty-third instant, and considered by
section.

Sections I. to VL inclusive, were severally agreed

to.

Section VIL being vmder consideration, (appropri-

atmg two thousand dollars to the academy,

)

The question on agreeing thereto, being put, was
determined in the negative.

The title of the bill being agreed to :

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

The bill entitled, ^'An act for the relief of Christian

Shockey,^^ was read the second time, as reported by
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committee of the whole on the twenty-third instant,

considered by section, and agreed to.

The title being under consideration :

On motion of Mr. Wayne and Mr. Blocher, the same
was amended so as to read, '"'An actgranting an annuity

to Christian Shockey.''^

Whereupon,
Ordered, That said bill be prepared for the third

reading.

The bill entitled, ^'An actfor the relief of the inhabi-

tants of the liillage of Palmyra^ in the tozvnship of Lon-
donderry^ Dauphin county ^'''^ was read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Hart in the chair) for the further consider-

ation thereof. And,
After some time,

The committee rose, reported progress, and had leave

to sit again to-morrow.

The bill entitled, ''''An act to raise by ivay of lottery

a sum of moneyfor the purpose of erecting a school-house

in Shippensburgy in the county of Cumberland^^'' was read

the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Wayne in the chair) for the further consi-

deration thereof. And,
After some time,

The committee rose, reported progress, andliad leave

to sit again on the second Monday in next munth.
The bill entitled, ''''An act autliorizing the court of

common pleas of Indiana county y to direct a rcjiew of
that part of the state road leading from Blair''s Gap to

the ivestern boundary line of the state^ ivhich lies between

the town of Indiana and the se'^enth mile tree westward^''''

v/as read the second time, and considered by section.

Section I. being under consideration :

After debate,

A motion was made by Mr. Roberts and Mr. Hait,

to postpone the further consideration pf said bill for the

present; w^hich Vv^as agreed to.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented

20
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for concurrence the bill entitled, ^^An act for the relief

of Thomas Cox.''''

And he presented for signature, the bills entitled as

follow, to wit :

1. " An act to declare certain parts of Muddy creek,

in the county of Crawford, a public highway,"
2. " An act declaring part of Lackawaxen creek, in

Wayne county, a public highway."
3. " An act to confirm to certain persons holding an

island in the river Delaware, their title to the same."
Whereupon,

The Speaker signed the said bills.

^The bill presented for concurrence, was read the first

time.

The bill entitled, *^Jn act for the further relief of
Charles Thomson^'''' was read the second time ; and re-

ferred to Mr. Roberts, Mr. Harris, and Mr. Hart, to

consider and report thereon.

On motion of Mr. Wayne and Mr. Pennell,

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill en-

titled, ''''An actfor the better encoiiragenient of the raising

and improinng the breed of sheep ivithin the county of
Chester.''''

The consideration of section IV. recurrinq;

:

The question on agreeing thereto being put, was de-

termined in the afnrniaiive.

The title having been amended so as to read, ''An act

for the better encouragement of the raising and improving

the breed of sheep imthin the counties of Philadelphia

and Chester^'''' and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

On motion of Mr. Wayne and Mr. Sommer,
The Senate resumed, in committee of the whole, (Mr.

Hart in the chair) the consideration of the " resolution

relatrce to the library of the General Assembly.''' And,
After some time.

The committee rose, and reported the same with

amendments ; which were read as reported.

On motion of Mr. Hart and Mr. Pennell, and by
special order,

The bill entitled, -'An act Jar the relief of Thomas
CoXj'''' was read the second time; and referred to
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Mr. Hart, Mr. Pennell, and Mr. Gress, to conbider and

report thereon.

On motion,

The further consideration, in committee of the whole,

of the bill entitled, '^An act to establish schools through-

out this Commonwealth^'^'' (order for this day) was post-

poned for the present.

Adjourned till 10 o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Tuesday, January 26, 1808.

Mr. Wajaie presented the petition of the subscribers

thereto, inhabitants of the counties of Chester, Berks
and Lancaster, of the same import with that presented

by Mr. Wayne, on the thirty-first ultimo ; w^hich was
tv/lce read, and referred to the committee to whom the

said petition was referred.

The bill entitled, '''An act estahlishlng an academy in

tfie borough of Uniontovjn, in the county of Fayette^''''

was taken up for the third reading.

Whereupon,
A motion was made by Mr. Mitchell and Mr. Ro-

berts, to commit the bill to a special committee ; which
was agreed to.

Ordered, That Mr. Mitchell, Mr. Brady and Mr.
Vance, be a committee to consider and report tiiereon.

The bill entitled, ''An act granting an annuity to

Christian Shockey,'''' was read the third time.

Whei^eupon,

The question, '-'- Shall this billpass P"* being put, was
determined in the aiiirmative.

Ordered, That it be presented to the House of Repre-

sentatives for concurrence.

The bill entitled, ''An act for the better encourage-

ment of the raising and impro'-mng the breed of sheep

imihin the counties of Philacldphia and Chestery"* was
read the third dme.

Whereupon,
The question, ''• Shall this billpassP"* being put, was

determined in the aiiirmative.
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Ordered, That it be presented to the House of Re-
presentatives for concurrence.

The bill entitled, "^/z act to raise by luay of lottery^

a sum not exceeding six thousand dollars^ for purchasing

a lot of ground^ building a school-house and house for
diijine voorship thereon^ in the borough of Eedfordy'^^ Vv'as

read the Eeccnd tiine.

"Whereupon,

The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

ivhole, (Mr. Sommer in the chair) for the further con-

sideration thereof. And,
After some time,

The comniittee rose, reported progress, and had leave

to sit again on Monday next.

The bill entitled, ''An act to raise by xoay of lottery^

a sum of Tiioney for the purpose of finishing the meeting-

house in Jp ilkesbarre, andfor protecting the bank of the

river, opposite to the borough, from encroachments of the

rivey,^'' was read the second time.

Wliereupon,

The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. M'Arthur in the chair) for the furthei-

consideration thereof. And,
After some time.

The committee rose, reported progress, and had leave

to sit again on Monday next.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented

fjr concurrence the bill entitled, "v^?/ actfor establishing

and building a bridge across the ri'ver Sc/mylkill, at or

near the falls thereof ;'''' which v/as read the first time.

The bill entitled, ''An actfor the reliefof John Ash-
toUy'''' v/as read the second time.

WhereuDon,
The Senate resolved itself into . committee of the

whole, (Mr. Hart in the chair) for the further consider-

ation of tl:e same. And,
After some time.

The committee rose, and reported the bill with the

first section negatived.

On motion,

The further consideration, in committee of the whole,

(order of this day) of the bill entitled, ''An act for the

relief of the inhabitants of the milage ofPalmyra^ in the
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tow?iship of Londonderry f Dauphin county,'''' was post-

poned for the present.

Mr. Miller, from the committee appointed for tliat

purpose, rnade report ; That the committee, in con-

junction with the committee of the House of Represen-

tatives, this''"' day presented to the Governor, for his

approbation, the bills, and resolution, entitled as follow,

to ivii :

1. *' An act to incorporate the Evangelical Lutheran
congregation of St. Jolm's church, in the cJ.y and
vicinity of Philadelphia.

"

2. " An act supplementary to an act entided, " An
act for establishing the seat of justice in the CQunty of

Tioga, and for other purposes."

3. *' An act granting a tract of donation land to James
Norris."

4. " An act to alter an act entitled, " An act to erect

the tov/n of Hai^risburg, in the county of Dauphin, into

a boroue'h."

5. " An act granting Samuel Koockooyaei a ti'act of

donation land."

6. " An act to declare certain parts of Muddy creek,

in the county of Crawford, a public highway."
7. " iVn act declaring part of Lackawaxen creek, in

Wayne county, a public high'vvay."

8. *' An act to confirm to certain persons holding an

island in the river Delaware, their title to the same."

9. "A resolution for the distribution of certain Laws
of the United States."

Adjourned till 10 o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Jf^ednesday , January 27? 1808.

Mr. Dorsey presented a report of the president, ma-
nagers and company of the Philadelphia and Lancaster

•turnpike road. The following is an abstract of the

accounts of said company, since the last report, to wit

:

Account of toll received by the treasurer of the com-
pany, from the different collectors, after their having

deducted for some triSing sums expended by them, and
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their salaries, amounting to three thousand seven hun^
drcd dollars per annum.
Dec. 27, 1802, to Dec. 25, 1803,

toil received, - - S 24,913 21
Deduct paid for this

year's repair ofroad,

bridges, he. S 15,101 13
Do. for incidental ex-

pences, - - 1,934 43

17,035 56

^ 7,877 65
Dec. 26, 1803, to Dec. 23, 1804,

toll received, - . jS 20,144 90
Deduct paid for this

year's repair ofroad.
Sec. and rebuilding

West - Brandywine
bridge,

^
- S 17,156 30

Do. for incidental ex-

pences, . 2,233 20
19,389 50

755 40
Dec. 24, 1804, to Dec. 22, 1805,

toll received, - - S 23,032 19
Deduct paid for this

year's repair ofroad,
bridges, &c. S 10,024 96

Do. for incidental ex-

pences, . 1,610 34
11,635 50

11,396 89

Balance for three ycms, - S 20,029 94
Dec. 23, 1805, to Dec. 21, 1806,

toll received, - - g 22,930 77
Deduct paid for this

year's repair ofroad,

bridges, &c. g 6,942 89
Do. for incidental ex-

pences this 3'ear, 1,196 12

8,139 1

-_ 14,791 76
Carriedforx'card.
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Broughtforward, S 34,821 70
Dec. 22, 1806, to Dec. 20, 1807,

toll received, - - g 30,258 40
Deduct paid for this

year's repair ofroad,

&c. - - g 11,514 76

Do. for incidental ex-

pences this year, 2,477 32
13,992 8

16,266 32

Balance for five years, - g 51,088 2

Mr. Dorsey also presented the accounts of the Penn-

sylvania Hospital, agreeably to the request of the ma-

nagers of that institution; which were laid upon the

table,

Mr. Wayne, from the committee to whom was re-

ferred on the fourth instant, the petitions of the sub-

scribers thereto, inhabitants of Chester, Lancaster and

Berks, on leave now given, reported the bill entitled,

'^*An act to enable the Governor of this Common'wealth to

incorporate a company^ for the purpose of making an artu

fcial road,from the Philadelphia and Lancaster turnpike

road, near Ratidal Marlifi^s store to Jones'* tavern in Berks

eounty ;" ^vhich was read the first time.

Mr. Roberts, from the committee to whom was re-

ferred on the twenty-fifth instant, the bill entitled, ^'An

actfor thefurther relvf of Charles Thomson,'''' reported

the said bill without amendment.
Agreeably to the order of the day, the Senate pro-

ceeded to the election of directors of the bank cf Pcim-

sylvania and the Philadelphia bank, (the Clerks being

first appointed tellers) ; and, upon counting the votes,

it appeared^ that Thomas Lieper had 25 votes ; John
Harrison, 13 ; Hugh Ferguson, 13 ; John Conrad, 13 ;

and William Duane, 11 votes. That the first named
person only was chosen. Tliat three of the other per-

sons having a majority, but being equal in vote, no
further choice was made.

The following is a state of the poll

:

Messrs. Lane, Speaker, Blocher, Dorsey, Hiester,

Mai-tin, M'Arthur, Mitchell, Pennell, Rahm, Rankin,
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and iRoberts, voted for Thomas Leiper, William Diiane^

and Jo!ill Harrison.

^Messrs. Brady, Campbell, Gress, Harris, Hart, Hes-

ton, Lattimore, Mayer, Miller, Slaymaker, Sommer,
and Vv'ayne, ^-oted for Thomas Leipcr, Hugh Ferguson^

and John Conrad.

Mr. L:iird voted for Thomas Le'ipsr, John Harrison,

and Johi Conrad.

Mr. Vance -voted for Thomas Leiper, John Harrison,

and Hugh Ferguson,

Whereupon,
The Senate proceeded to the choice of the remaining

two directors of the bank of Pennsylvania; and, on
counting the votes, it appeared, that Hugh Ferguson
had 14 ; John Conrad, 13 ; John Hamson, 12 ; and
"William Duane, 11 votes. The two former were de-

clared to have a m.ajority.

The foliovvinj? is a state of the poll

:

rviessrs. Lane, Speaker, Blochcr, Dorsey, Hiester,

Martin, M'Arthur, Mitchell, Pennell, Rahm, Rankin,

and Roberts, voted for JFilliam Duane and John Har-
rison.

Messrs. Brady, Campbell, Gress, Harris, Hart, Hes-
ton. Laird, Lattimore, Mayer, Miller, Slaymaker,
Sommer, and Wayne, voted for Hugh Ferguson and
John Conrad.

Mr. Vance voted for John Harrison and Hugh Fer-
guson.

Thereupon,
The Speaker declared, that Thomas Leiper, Hugh

Ferguson and John Conrad, vrere duly elected directors

of the bank of Pennsylvania, on the part of the Senate,

for the ensuing year.

The Senate then proceeded to the choice of directors

of the Philadelphia bank ; and, on counting the votes,

it appeared, that Henry Orth had 25 ; Robert Harris,

junior, 21 ; Theophilus Harris, 14; Pvliclv.-el Leib, 11;

James M'Glathery, 2 ; and Samuel Meeker, 2 votes.

Whereupon,
The Speaker dcckrcd that Henry Orth, Robert

Hairis, jun. and Theophilus Harris, ^vere duly elected
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directors of the Philadelphia bank, on the part of the

Senate, for the ensuing year.

The following is a state of the poll

:

Messrs. Lane, Speaker^ Blocher, Hiester, Martin,

M'Arthur, Mitchell, Pennell, Rahm, Rankin, and Ro-
berts, voted for Henry Orth^ Michael Leib and Robert

Harris^ junior.

Messrs. Brady, Campbell, Gress, Harris, Heston,

Lattimore, Mayer, Miller, Slaymaker, Sommer, and
Wayne, voted for Henry Orth^ Robert Harris, junior^

and Theophilus Harris.

Messrs. Hart, and Laird, voted for Henry Orth, Theo-

philus Harris and James M'-Glathery.

Mr. Dorsey voted for Henry Ortb, Michael Leib and
Samuel Meeker.

Mr. Vance voted for Henry Orth, Theophilus Harris
and Samuel Meeker.

The bill entitled, 'M« act granting a tract of donation
land to William M'Cormick,^'' was read the second time,

as reported by special committee.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Hart in the chair) for the further consi-

deration thereof. And,
After some time.

The committee rose, and reported the bill without

amendment.
The bill entided, ^'A?i actfor the relief of John Pat-

terson,''^ was read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Pennell in the cliair) for the farther consi-

deration thereof. And,
After some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill with

amendments ; which were read as reported.

On motion of Mr. Brady and Mr. Roberts,

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill

entitled, '^An act authorizing the courts of quarter ses-

sions of Indiana county, to direct a re'view of that part of
the state road leading from Blair''s Gap to the western

21
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boundary line of the state^ which lies between the town

of Indiana and the sei^enth 7nile tree westward,''''

The consideration of the first and only section re-

curring
;

The question, on agreeing thereto, being put, was
determined in the affirmative.

The title being agreed to :

Ordered, That the said bill be prepared for the third

reading.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented

for concurrence, five bills, entitled as follovi^, to wit :

1. " An act to raise by way of lottery, a sum of

money for the purpose of erecting a school-house, for

the use of the joint Lutheran and Reformed congrega-

tions at the Union church in Whitehall township, in the

county of Northampton, and to defray the expences of

said church."

2. " An act to enable Joseph Marshall and William
Marshall to sell and convey the real estate of Andrew
Marshall, late of Hamilton township, Franklin county,

deceased."

3. " An act declaring part of Wallenpaupack creek,

in Wayne comity, a public highway."
4. "An act to raise by way of lottery, a sum of

money not exceeding two thousand dollars, for building

a house for divine worship in Limerick township, Mont-
gomery county."

5. " An act to raise by way of lottery, a sum of

money for the purpose of purchasing a burial ground
for the society ofUniversalists, in the city of Philadelphia,

and to pay a debt by them contracted in the building

a house for public worship and the finishing the same."
Which were severally read the first time.

On motion of Mr. Roberts and Mr. Pennell,

The Senate resumed, in committee of the whole,

(Mr. Hart in die chair) the further consideration of the

bill entitled, "^« act for the establishment of schools

throughout this Commonwealth^'''' postponed for the pre-

sent on the twenty.fifth instant. And,
After some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill with

amendments ; which were read as reported.

Adjounied till 10 o'clock, to-morrow morning.
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Thursday, January 28, 1808.

Mr. Slaymaker presented the petition of Jacob Mayer,
praying for a divorce from the banns of matrimony with

his wife Catharine Mayer, late Diller. And the same was
twice read, and referred Mr. Slaymaker, Mr. Dorsey,

and Mr. Mitchell, to consider and report thereon.

Mr. Roberts, from the committee to whom was re-

ferred on the eleventh instant, the message from the

Governor, containing the resolutions of the state of

Vermont, contemplating certain amendments to the

Constitution of the United States, made the following

report, to wit

:

That, after investigating the subject with care, your
committee are of opinion, that defects do exist in Arti-

cle III. Section 1. of the Constitution of the United
States. The government of the United States is as new
in its principles, as the opportunity was happy (as it

related to the manners and municipal laws of the people

establishing it) at which it took rise. The fundamental
principle on which the Constitution is established, is to

delegate none but necessary power, and to prevent an
undue accumulation of it in a few hands. In the letter

of the President of the United States' Convention, to

the President of Congress, enclosing the draught of the

Constitution, it is said, " That it has long been desired,

that the power to regulate the general interests of the

United States, should be vested in the general govern-
ment thereof; but the impropriety of delegating so
extensive a power to one body of men, is evident."

This reasoning holds good, wherever power is dele-

gated ; and that which is delegated for the longest term,

becomes dangerous ; as it removes the possessor from
that responsibility that ought always to be felt to the

people. In providing for the independence of the

Judges, by going to the extreme, a worse evil, if pos-
sible, has arisen : When the disadvantage of their con-

duct is felt, they cannot be removed ; and the harmony
of the Union is thereby endangered. *' In ail our
deliberations," observes the Convention, '* we have
kept steadily in view the consolidation of our Union.
This important consideration, seriously and deeply
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impressed on our minds, led each State to be less rigid

on points of inferior magnitude ; and thus the Constitu-

tion, which we now present, is the result of amity and

mutual concession. That it will meet the full and entire

approbation of every State, is not perhaps to be ex-

pected»"

We find, then, that difficulties arose in the Conven-
tion, inseparable from an attempt to reconcile the

interests of many sovereign States ; and that the Con-
stitution ofiered for acceptance, was taken only as it was
better than none ; and because it contained within itself

the principle of amendment. Immediately after the

establishment of the government, the subject of amend-
ment was taken up, on the ground, that a number
of the States, at the time of adopting the Constitution,

expressed a desire, that, to prevent misconstruction and
abuse, declaratory and restrictive clauses should be
added. On which occasion it was observed, " That
confidence in government, best insures the beneficent

ends of its establishment." Ten additional articles

were added, which contain some of the most valuable

provisions of the Constitution. Later amendments have

been introduced, when experience had pointed out in-

convenience therein. This principle of amendment has

been, and must continue to be the most estimable feature

in that instrument, and the one which most insures

confidence. The committee therefore think, that,

W'henever imperfections are discovered, the States should

promptly call for a remedy ; for all experience testifies,

that the longer evils remain, the more incurable they

become. The tenure by which the Judges hold their

offices, is during good beha>dor ; and the only means
by which they can now be removed, is by impeachment
and conviction of treason, briber}^, or other high crimes

and misdemeanors. Of the inadequacy of these provi-

sions to secure impartial and capable Judges, a virtuous

and efficient administration of justice, the committee
have no doubt. The provisions of the Constitution, as

they respect the office of Judges, have been practically

tested for a space of twenty years; in that time, one
Judge has been convicted on impeachment, and one has

been acquitted. Li the first case, all the forms and



JOURNAL OF THE SENATE. 165

expences of. trial for high crimes and misdemeanors,

were constitutionaliy enjoined and acted upon to remove a

man, that either by misfortune or intemperance, had

become insane : And in the latter, a Judge who had
trampled down the sacred right of a citizen, on a trial

for his life, was acquitted. It was contended on the

trial of the latter Judge, that, to establish his guilt, it

was not enough to prove the Judge had so acted ; but

that the action was committed contrary to his own sense

of right ; and it appears, that it was on this principle

only, that he could have been acquitted. When such

difficulties occur in making a Judge accountable by
impeachment, the causes why it has seldom been at-

tempted, become apparent. The expence attendant

on the attempt, and the danger of sanctioning principles

hostile to liberty in the extreme, by acquitting the

violators of right, secures in future an impunity for

error and for crime, highly alarming. From the tenure

of good behavior, and. tlie single chance of removal by
impeachment and conviction of high crimes and misde-

meanors, we must be subjected to all the evils which
flow from unfitriess, from mental imbecility, to which
all men are liable, from bodily infu'mity and the weak-
ness incident to age, in the Judges ; which, as our
government advances in duration, will be more liable

to ensue ; and to remedy vvhich, diere is no adequate

provision. The sections of the Constitution of the

United States, under consideration, in their present

state, seem to contemplate an exemption of the Judges
from the common casualties incident to the nature of

man ; and also to suppose no man can be appointed a

Judge, who is unfit : both v/hlch conclusions, we know
by experience to be palpably false. The said sections

admit at the same time, that he may commit heinous

crimes; and provide, though in the opinion of the

committee, ineffectually, for their punishment. They
are therefore clearly of opinion, that experience has

pronounced the provisions of that section of the Con-
stitution, which defines the tenure by which Judges
hold their office, defective.

The resolution of the General Assembly of the State

of Vermont, referred to the committee, w^hile it admits
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the premises already laid dov.Ti, proposes, as a remed}',

to empower the President to remove a Judge when
addressed for that purpose, " by a majority of the House
of Representatives and two-thirds of the Senate, in

Congress assembled. '
' That such an amendment would

improve the Constitution, we have no doubt : But
when imperfections are felt in that instrument, it would
be but wise, in recommending alterations, not merely
to propose palliatives ; but to endeavor to bring into

view, principles, that would radically cure the defect.

The seiitiments of the General Assembly of our sister

State are important, as they must be taken as an evi-

dence that the Constitution of the United States is

defective ; the committee are of opinion, however, that

the proposed amendment would be ineffectual. They
could have no difficulty in recommending a co-operation

therewith, if their resolve was so modified, that a ma-
jority of the Members present of the Senate and House
of Representatives might address, and that it should be
made the duty of the President to remove, without dis-

cretion, as fiu' as such amxendm.ent Avould reach. In

support of this principle, the committee wish to observe ;

that it may justly be asked, if a majority of the Senate

and House of Representatives, w^ith the consent of the

President, can declare war, define crimes and punish-

ments, tax the property of the whole community, dis-

pose of the public revenue, and prescribe rules generally

for the government of the citizens ; Vv-hy must two^
thirds of the Senate agree, and the President consent,

before even a v/orthless Judge can be removed ? To
support such a principle as the Constitution at present

contains, the specious doctrine of checks and balances

must be applied with address. The Judges are held to

have a controlling power o^^er Legislati^'e Acts. To
acknowledge Judges to have this monstrous and unne-

cessary power, introduced another evil ; it would have

been derogatory to make men thus clothed, remo\'able

by an inferior pov/er—it \vould h^xc been to confess the

principle wrong. But experience has demonstrated,

they do not possess this power ; the question has been
decided in the repeal of the celebrated judiciary law of

1801. The Legislature did their duty, and these as-
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sumptions vanished. It was demonstrated, that Legis-

lation was the highest delegated power. It became
manifest, that a majority of both Houses of Congress,

the President consenting, could remove Judges by-

abolishing a law. The committee therefore presume,

that it will not be denied, that bodies of men, who can

now constitutionally sweep a whole bench of Judges

from office, would be an improper tribunal to try the

fitness of a single Judge. They are disposed to view
the administration of justice as an important part of

government, and one which ought to be touched v/ith

great deliberation ; but they think that a disposition has

prevailed, to c:lothe them with a mantle of power, and
affix to them a sacredness of character, neither warrant-

able nor wise. When the rights and duties of juries

are justly considered, the consequence and power of the

Judges are not so great as is imagined, or as they

generally assume, 'i'he tremendous power of deciding

on the life of a citizen, is vested in the citizens as

jurors. Jury trial is a constitutional right in all suits at

common law, where the sum in controversy exceeds
twenty dollars; and by the common law, juries are

judges of law and of fact, in all cases. Whenever a
law is passed, a power must exist somewhere, to judge
of its constitutionality ; this power is either delegated or

reserved. If delegated, it must rest between the Legis-

lature and the Judges. That it does not rest with the

Judges, the committee believe, as before noticed, has

beeij decided in the repeal of the judiciary law of 1801.

If it had been in the power of the Judges to declare the

repeal was nugatory, they would have used it ; as some
of them brought a suit to recover their salaries, though
the law under which they were appointed, had been
repealed. The principle was so palpably absurd, that

it could not be sustained. A Judge must be more than

men commonly are, if he would not be inclined to annul

ev^ry lav/ that might go to lessen his powers, or do
away his salary.

It may be asked, if the Legislature violate the Con-
stitution, how is the evil to be remedied? It ought also

to be asked, how may it be remedied, if the Judges
agree to sanction such violation? It is then for the
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citizens, in their elective capacity as jurors, to deter-

mine. The people ought to be the ultimate, as they
are the only legitimate judges of the constitutionality of
the Acts of the Legislature, they only are competent to

apply the remedy ; and no other ought to be, or can be
had. The committee therefore believe, that no e'ood

reason can be given why a majority of the Senate and
House of Representatives may not remove a Judge,
whom they believe disqualified for the trust ; when they

can decide the most important national questions, the

President consenting ; or why one Member more than,

a third of the Senate, should control the whole House of

Representatives, and a majority of that body ; or why,
the Senate and House of Representatives addressing the

President, he should have the power to retain a Judge ?

An opposite doctrine may be convenient to those who
are, or those w^ho may become Judges ; but, to the

people, such doctrine must appear monstrous and
absurd. They therefore believe the public good would
be promoted by making the Judges removable by a vote

of the majority of the Members present, of the Senate

and FIousc of Representatives; but the committee believe

they would be v/anting in their duty, if they did not

bring into the view of the Senate a further amendment

;

which, in their opinion, would secure the substantial

ends of justice, and would remove, in a great measure,
the necessity of impeachments, and removals by address.

That the judicial tribunals should have the confidence of
the citizens, is so obviously necessary, that to secure

it, ought to be the sole aim in proposing amendments
to the Constitution. If a Judo^e once loses that confi-

dence, even though he may have done no wrong, he can

no longer render that service, which he could before

have done ; and some means ought to exist, by which
a Judsre in this situation mi<jht be dismissed, without

subjecting him to the criminations inseparable from a

removal by address. This the committee believe could

be obtained, by subjecting Judges, like other officers.^

to hold their ofiices for a term of years. That very

great evils have already been felt from the want of

responsibility in the Judges, will not be denied. Their

extravagant independence must always favor an en-
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croachment, by them, on the rights of juries. These
encroachments have already assumed an alarming aspect

;

and ought to warn us of the danger there is, in a total

subversion of the inestimable trial by jury. The ex-

istence of jury trial is, perhaps, the most indubitable

evidence of the necessity there is for a people to retain a

principal part of the administration of justice in their

own hands. How dangerous must it be, in such a
country as the United States, for six men, who hold
their offices during good behavior, or for life, to have
the power to meet outjustice as their passions or interests

may incline them ? To oppose the introduction of a
principle so abhorrent to freedom, it is constitutionally

declared, that justice shall be administered by a portion

of the citizens, who being suddenly assembled with due
regard to disinterestedness, who can have no bias, but
to judge as they would wish to be judged. Whenever
a disposition appears in a Judge to invade the rights of
juries, the proper department ought to be able to remove
him ; and no removal will be so effectual, or so eligible*

as a periodical termination of his office. Another dis-

advantage arising from the present tenure of his office,

is, that all other men, however more fit, are excluded,
during the life of the incumbent, from any chance of
being serviceable in that department. It therefore ap-

pears to the committee, that that confidence, which the

citizens should at all times feel in the adequacy of our
judicial tribunals, to secure the great and substantial

ends of justice, can never be had until the Constitution

g^f the United States is so amended, as that the office of

a Judge may be held for a term of years.

They therefore recommend the following resolution,

to %mt

:

Resolved, By the Senate and House of Representa-

tives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in General

Assembly met. That the Senators representing this

State in the Congress of the United States, be hereby
instructed ; and that the Representatives from this State

in the Congress aforesaid, be hereby requested to endea-

vor to have the Constitution of the United States so

amended, as that the Judges of the Courts thereof shall

hold their offices for a term of }^ears ; that they shall

22
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be removed by the President of the United States, ort

an address of the majority of the Members present of

the Senate and House of Representatives of the United

States, in Congress assembled ; and that, on all trials of

impeachment for high crimes and misdemeanors, a

majority of the Senate shall be competent to conviction.

Ordered, That the usual number of copies of said

report be printed.

Mr. Mitchell, from the committee to whom was re-

ferred the bill entitled, ''An act estaU'ishing an academy

in the borough of Uniontoimi, in the county of Fayette^''''

reported the bill with one amendment ; w hich was read

as reported.

Mr. Hai't, from the committee to whom was referred

on the tvrenty-fiFth instant, the bill entitled, '•'An actjor

the relief of Thomas CoXy^'' reported the bill without

am.endment.

Mr. Mitchell, from the committee to v*'hom was
referred on the eleventh instant, the eighth item of the

report of unfinished business, to ivit : The bill entitled,

*'An act to provide for the erection of a house for the

cwployraent and support of the poor in the county of Cu??:-

herland ;'''' and the petitions of the subscribers thereto,

inhabitants of Cumberland county, on the same subject

;

reported the said bill with one amendment ; v.hich was
read as reported.

The bill entitled, ''An act authorizing the court of
quarter sessioiis of Indiana county, to direct a remew of
that part of the state road leading from Blair''s Gap td

the ^aiestern boundary line of the state, which lies betvjeen

the town of Indiana and the se'venth mile-tree wesfwardy^'*

was read the third tim.e.

Whereupon,
Tlie question, ^'^ Shall this billpass ?''"' being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Repre-
sentatives, Vvith information, that Senate have passed the

said bill v/ithout amendment.
The bill entitled, "yf/z act granting a tract of donation

land to J'ViUiam M'-Cormick,^^ as reported by committee
of the whole yesterdaj^, was taken up fcr iiirther consi-

deration.
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Whereupon,
A motion was made by Mr. Waj^ne and Mr. Sommer,

to re-commit the said bill to a select committee ; v/hich

was agreed to.

Ordered, That Mr. Wayne, Mr. Sommer, and

Mr. Roberts, be the committee.

The bill entitled, ''An act to establish schools through-

out this Commonivealth,''^ as reported by committee of

the whole yesterday, was taken up for further consi-

deration.

Whereupon,
A motion was made by Mr. Robci s and Mr. Dorsey,

to re-commit the said bill to the committee who reported

it ; which was agreed to.

The bill entitled, "-An act for the further relief of
Charles Thomson,'*'' was read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Wayne in the chair) for the fuither consi-

deration thereof. And,
After some time.

The committee rose, reported progress, and had leave

to sit again to-morrow.

The report of the committee of the whole, (negativing

the first section) on the bill entitled, *^An act for the

relief of John Ashton,^'' was read the second time.

Whereupon, after debate,

A motion was made by Mr. Mitchell and Mr. Som-
mer, to postpone the further consideration thereof, for

the present ; which was agreed to.

The bill entitled, *'-An act for the relief of Thomas
Cox^''"' as reported by special committee yesterday, was
read the second time, considered by section, and agreed

to.

The preamble, after being verbally amended, was
agreed to.

The title having been agreed to :

Ordered, That the said bill be prepared for the third

readms".

On leave given, Mr. Mitchell read a bill in his place

;

and, by permission, presented the same to the chair,

entitled, '''An actfor the relief of John Muton;'''' which
was read the first time.
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On motion of Mr. Mitchell and Mr. Roberts,

Agreed, That Senate will meet at eleven o'clock in

tlie morning of each day.

Whereupon,
Adjourned till 11 o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Friday
J
January 29, 1808.

The Speaker laid before the Senate, a letter from the

Secretary of the Commonwealth ; which was read as

follows, to wit :

^' Secretary''s Office, January 29, 1808.

^'SlR,
" AGREEABLY to the directions of an Act

of the General Assembly, entitled, " An act directing

the mode of taking testimony in cases of complaint

against justices of the peace," I have laid before the

House of Representatives, sundry depositions, interro-

gatories and cross-examinations, taken in the case of
William Clark, esquire, one of the justices of the peace
in and for the county of Beaver, before David Drennan,
esquire, one of the associate judges of the said county

;

which were received last evening per mail,

"lam, sir, respectfully,

" Your obedient servant,

" T. M. THOMPSON, Sec,
^' Hon. Presley Car Lane, esquire, ^

Speaker of Senate.'^'' 5
Mr. Wayne presented the petition and remonstrance

of the subscribers thereto, inhabitants of Chester county

;

stating, That they understand it is proposed to lay out
a turnpike road, from Morgantown in Berks county,

througli the neighborliood of Warv»'ick furnace, and
lands of Michael Kunkle, thence to form a junction

with the Philadelphia and Lancaster turnpike, at or near

the Warren tavern ; but, that witliin a few days past,

the petitioners learn, another route is contemplated,

which, besides its being parallel v/ith the Philadelphia

and Lancaster turnpike, would increase the distance of
the road, and greatly injure the farms of a number of
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the petitioners : they therefore remonstrate against the

second route proposed, and pray, that the first may be
adopted. And the same was read, and

Laid upon the table.

Mr. Miller presented the petition of the surviving

•administratrix of the estate of Thomas Dill, deceased

;

the guardians of the minor children of said deceased

;

the widow of Caleb Dill, deceased, and others interested

in the estate of the said Thomas Dill ; stating. That
difficulties have arisen in consequence of the death of

said Caleb, during the valuation of two small tracts of

land, under a decree of the orphan's court ; and praying

relief. And the said petition was twice read, and re-

ferred to Mr. Miller, Mr. Campbell, and Mr. Wayne,
to consider and report thereon.

Mr. Campbell presented the memorial of John Morris,

doctor of medicine, residing in the borough of York

;

stating. That he entered the service of the United States,

at an early period of the revolution, as surgeon's mate
in General Armang's legion, and was soon afterwards ap-

pointed and commissioned surgeon ; that he served in

those situations during the war, and at the end thereof

was honorably discharged ; that he never received any

donation land from the State of Pennsylvania ; that,

being advanced in age, and having a large family to

support, he therefore prays a grant of donation land.

And the said petition v»^as tv^^ice read, and referred to

Mr. Campbell, Mr. Lattimore, and Mr. Heston, to

consider and report thereon.

Mr. Martin, from the committee to whom was re-

ferred on the twenty-third instant, the memorial of

George Stevenson, on leave now given, reported the

bill entitled, ^^Jn actfor the reliefofGeorge Stevenson;''''

which was read the first time.

Mr. Brady, from the committee appointed for that

purpose on the third of last month, made the foilov/ing

report

:

The committee appointed to examine and report

what laws will expire previous to the meeting of the

next General Assembly, report, in part

:

1. ^''An act regulating and continuing the distribution

of donation lands, ^'' will expire April first, one thousand
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eight hundred and eight.—See vol. VII. State Laws,
page 118; and Laws of last session, see page 187.

2. *'yf;z act to extend the timefor patenting lands ^ and
for other purposes^'''' will expire the fourth ot" April, one

thousand eight hundred and eight. And so M'ill the

provisions in favor of purchasers of lands within this

Commonwealth, who are in debt for the purchase mo-
ney.—See vol. V. State Laws, page 24, and vol. VII.
page 268.

3

.

''•An act to providefor the more effectual education of
the poor gratis^'''' W'iil expire at the end of the present

session of the Legislature.—See vol. VI. State Laws,
page 298. ^

4. ''''An act to provide for the inspection of ground
black oak bark intendedfor exportation^'''^ will expire at

the end of the present session of the Legislature.—See
vol. VI. State Laws, page 499.

5. '"''An act to regulate the payment of costs on indict-

ments ^''^ will expire at the end of the present session of

the Legislature.—See vol. VII. State Laws, page 3.

The bill entitled, ''An act for the relief of Thomas
CoXy^'' was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, " Shall this billpass P"* being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Repre-
sentatives, v/ith information, that Senate have passed

the said bill v/ith one amendment, in which the concur-

rence of that House is requested. (The amendment is

merely verbal.)

The bill entitled, ''•An act establishing an academy in

the borough of Uniontoxmi, in the county of Fayette^-''

as reported by select committee yesterday, was con-

sidered by section, and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented

for concurrence, the " resolution irlati've to instructing

the Senatorsfrom this State in the Congress of the United

States, and requesting the Members of the House of
Representatives to use their iufuence to obtain an amend-
ment in the Constitution of the United States, for the total
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prohibition of the iJiiportation ofslaves ;" which was read

the first time.

The bill entitled, ''An act to enable the trustees of the

German Lutheran congregation ofthe tovinships ofAlbany

and Linn, in Berks and Northampton counties, to convey

to the trustees of the Ger'inan Reformed congregation an
equalright to a church and tract ofland therein described^'''*

was read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. M'Arthur in the chair.) And,
After some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill with one
amendment ; which was read as reported.

Whereupon,
On motion, and by special order,

The said bill was considered by section, and agreed
to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

Agreeably to order, the Senate resumed, in com-
mittee of the whole, (Mr. Wayne in the chair) the
consideration of the bill entitled, ''An actfor thefurther
relief of Charles Thomson . '

' And

,

After some time.

The committee rose, and reported the bill without
amendment.

Thereupon,
A motion was made by Mr. Roberts and Mr, Hart,

to proceed to the further consideration of the said bill

;

which was not agreed to.

The bill entitled, '^An act to raise by ivay of lottery

^

a sum of money for the purpose of purchasing a burial

ground for the society cf Uni^aersalists, in the city of
Philadelphia, and to pay a debt by them contracted in the

building a housefor public ijoorship and theflushing the

same,'''' was read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

Vv'hole, (Mr. Wayne in the chair) for the further con*
sideration of the same. And,

After som.e time.

The committee rose, and reported the bill with amend--
mcnts ; which were read as reported.
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Thereupon,
On motion of Mr. Heston and Mr. Sommer,

The said bill was considered by section.

Section I. being under consideration

;

The Yeas and Nays on adopting the same, were
required by Mr. Roberts and Mr. Hart ; and, on the

question being put, the Members voted as follow,

to wit :

YEAS. YEAS.
1. Mr. Blocher, 10. Mr. Mayer,
2. Mr. Brady, 11. Mr. M 'Arthur,

3. Mr. Campbell, 12. Mr. Miller,

4. Mr. Dorsey, 13. Mr. Rahm,
5. Mr. Gress, 14. Mr. Slaymaker,
6. M.. Harris, 15. Mr. Sommer,
7. Mr. Heston, 16. Mr. Wayne,
8. Mr. Laird, 17. Mr. Lane, Speaker.

9. Mr. Lattimore,

NAYS. NAYS.
1. Mr. Hart, 4. Mr. Mitchell,

2. Mr. Hiester, 5. Mr. Pennell,

3. Mr. Martin, 6. Mr. Roberts.

Seventeen Yeas and six Nays ; by which it appeared,

the question was determined in the affirmative.

The remaining sections, with the title, being agreed

to:

Ordered, That the said bill be prepared for the third

readinp'.O
Adjourned till 11 o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Saturday^ January 30, 1808,

Mr. Dorsey presented the petition of the subscribers

thereto, the president and managers of the United States

insurance company, praying for an act of incorporation.

And the same \i'as read, and
Laid upon the table.

The bill entitled, '-'An act to raise by ivay of lottery

t

a sum of money for the purpose of purehasmg a burial

ground, for the society of Uni^vcrsaUsts, in the city of
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Philadelphia^ and topay a debt by them contracted in tJie

building a housefor public worship and the finishing the

same^^' was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, '^ Shall this billpass P'' being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Repre-
sentatives, with information, that Senate have passed
the said bill with amendments, in which the concurrence
of that House is requested.

'I'he amendments are

:

.1. To confine the appropriation of the money raised

by tlie lottery, to the purchase of a burial ground and
the payment of the debts already contracted in building

a house of worship and to finish the same.

2. That not only the commissioners, but no other

person shall be allowed compemation for performing the

duties of commissioners of said lottery.

The bill entitled, "^tz act establishing an academy in

the borough of Unio7itovon, in the county of Fayette^'^^

was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, " Shall this billpass?'''' being put, w\asr

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Repre-
sentatives, with information, that Senate have passed
the same with amendments, in which the concurrence

of that House is requested.

The amendments are

:

Introduce the names of " Maurice Truema?!, Jesse
Pennell^'''' as trustees of said academy. Also several

verbal amendments.
The bill entitled, ''An act to enable the trustees of the

German Lutheran congregation of the to%vnships ofAlbany
and Linn^ in Berks and Northampton counties^ to con^vey

to the trustees of the German Reformed congregation an
equal right to a church and tract of land therein described^''''

was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, " Shall this billpass V^ being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Repre-
23



178 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE.

sentatives, with information, that Senate have passed

the said bill with one amendment, in which the concur-

rence of that House is requested. (The amendment is

merely verbal.

)

The bill entitled, "y^;z act for the further relief of
Charles Thomson^'''' was read the second time, as reported

by committee of the v/hole, and considered by section.

The first and only section being under consideration ;

A motion v/as made by Mr. Sommer and Mr. Brady,

to strike from line seven, '"'three thousand one hundred

and ninety -fi'oe'''' dollars, and insert in place thereof,
''' /1V0 thousand three hundred and tivcnty'''' dollars (the sum
contemplated as a reimbursement to Mr. Thomson)

;

which was not agreed to.

A motion was then m^ade by Mr. Sommer and
Mr. Miller, to insert a provision to embrace the case of

the heirs of John Fromberger (who were stated to be
similarly situated with Mr. Thomson) ; which was not

ap-reed to.

Whereupon,
The Yeas and Nays on adopting the section, were

required by Mr. Pennell and Mr. Mayer; and, on
the question being put, the Members voted as follow,

to wit

:
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pailpack creek, in JVayne county, a public higlivjay,^^

was read the second time, considered by section, and
agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

On motion of Mr. Mitchell and Mr. Martin,

The Senate resumed the consideration of the report

of the committee of the whole, (negativing the first

section) on the bill entitled, ^'An act for the reliefof
John Ashton.'' And,

After debate.

The question on agreeing to the report of the com-
mittee of the whole, being put, was determined in the

negative.

Whereupon,
The said section beins; affain under consideration

;

A motion was made by Mr. Mitchell and Mr. Martin,

to re-commit the said bill to a select committee ; which
was agreed to.

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee by
whom it was reported.

Adjourned till 11 o'clock, Monday morning.

Monday^ February 1, 1808.

Mr. Miller, from the committee to whom was referred

on the twenty-ninth of last month, the petition of the

surviving administratrix of the estate of Thomas Dill,

deceased, on leave now given, reported the bill entitled,

'^Ati act te authorize and empoiMcr Priscilla Dill, widoiv

of Thomas Dill, deceased ; William Wireman, senior,

and William Wireman, junior, guardians of the minor

children of Thomas Dill, and administrators of the estate

of Caleb Dill, deceased, to sell and co?ii)ey tvjo se'veral

tracts of land in Manahan township, in the county of
Tork ;'''' which was read the first time.

Mr. Harris, from the committee to whom was referred

on the thirt}'-first of December, the petitions of the

subscribers thereto, ihhabitants of the townships of

Potter and Ferguson, Centre county, on leave now
given, reported the bill entitled, "yf/z act altering the
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place of holding the general electiomfor the townships of
Ferguson and Potter^ in Centre county;'''' which was read

the first time.

Mr. Pennell, from the committee to whom were

referred on the nineteenth of last month, the bills, entitled

as follow, to wit.'

1. *^jin actfor the relief of Nathan Coulter.''''

2. ^'-An act granting Joseph Givyne the depreciation

of his pay as a soldier.''''

Reported the said bills without amendment.
Mr. Hart, from the committee to whom w^as referred

on the fifth of December, the seventh item of the report

of the committee on the Governor's Address, to wit

:

*' General regulations as to election districts, fisheries,

water- courses, &c." made the followinj^ report, 'viz.

That the committee have duly considered the subject

referred to them, and find in a former communication

of the Governor, to which an allusion is made in his

last address to the Legislature, that it is recommended
to refer the regulations of election districts, fisheries,

water-courses and mill-dams, to the court of common
pleas or tlie county commissioners. The committee

object to this plan, for the follov/ing reasons :

By the Constitution of this Commonwealth, legisla-

tive and judiciary powers are designed to be kept distinct.

The regulations proposed to be referred to the courts

and commissioners, have been considered, and the

committee l^elieve correctly, as proper subjects of legis-

lation ; and they doubt the propriety of transferring the

exercise of legislative powers to courts of justice. The
right of suffrage is one of the most important rights of

freemen, and ought to be so guarded as not to be sub-

jected to any judicial control, that might affect the free

and convenient exercise of that privilege. The judges,

not appointed by tlie people, nor, except very remotely,

responsible to them for their conduct, might so arrange

the election districts as to materially afiect, at least, the

convenient exercise of the riglit of suffrage, and might
make that arrangement so as to answer particular pur-

poses. The people, feeling such inconveniencies, would
have no redress, except by appealing to the Legislature.

Hence, instead of saAing" the time of the Leirislature,

it might ultimately consume more than at present. The
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same objection would apply, were the power of erecting

election districts vested in the county commissioners

;

they are chosen for a different purpose, and might be
under the same inducements, to promote some favorite

object.

With respect to mill-dams or navigable waters ; that

also has long been considered as a proper object of legis-

lation. Were the courts authorized to regulate them,
it would be an act of legislation, and perhaps appeals

might be made to the same authority who made the law
relative to the breaches of that law ; and, in that case,

the makers of the law would become the expounders of
the same ; which would contradict, in practice, the long

received opinion, diat the Legislature have the power to

make laws, but the judges to explain them ; and should

a collision of opinion exist between the people and the

judges, an appeal must then be made to the Legislature,

and, en that ground, no time would be saved. Besides,

it not unfrequently happens, that navigable streams of
water pass through several counties, and the judges of

one of those counties, might authorize the erection

of mill-dams, that would materially affect the interest of
other counties ; and, in that case, application must be
made to the Legislature to remedy either real or sup-

posed injuries. Similar objections might arise, as it

respects declaring of streams of water public highv/ays,

and removing natural or artificial obstructions and re-

gulating of fisheries. The committee forbear to adduce
any more reasons against the transfer of legislative

powers into the hands of judges or commissioners

;

presuming, that they have offered sufficient upon which
to found tlie follov/ing resolution, 'diz.

Resolved, That it is inexpedient for the Legislature

to transfer the power of regulating election districts,

mill-dams, fisheries or water-courses.

The Secretary of the Commonvvcalth presented a

message from the Governor ; wliich was read as follows,

to wit :

^
" To the Senate and House of Representathes of the

Commonwealt/i of Pennsyhania.
'' Gentlemen,

''• I HAVE this day approved and
signed the foilov/ing Acts and Resolution of the General
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Assembly, and directed the Secretary to return the same
to the respective Houses in which they originated :

1. " An act supplementary to an act entitled, "An
act for establishing the seat of justice in the county of

Tioga, and for other purposes."

2. " An act to declare certain parts of jVIuddy creek,

in the county of Crawford, a public highway."
3. " An act declaring part of Lackawaxen creek, in

Wayne county, a public highway."
4. " An act granting Samuel Koockooyaei a tract of

donation land."

5. " An act to confirm to certain persons holding an

island in the river Delaware, their title to the same."
6. " An act to alter an act entitled, *' An act to erect

the town of Harrisburg, in the county of Dauphin, iiito

a borough."
7. " An act to incorporate the Evangelical Lutheran

congregation of St. John's church in the city and vicinity

of Philadelphia."

8. " An act srrantinsr a tract of donation land to James
VT •Norris."

9. "A resolution directing the distribution of the

copies of the Laws, passed in die first session of the

ninth Congress."
^' THOMAS MCKEAN.

'''Lancaster, February \, 1808."

The bill entitled, '^An act for the further relief of
Charles Thomson^''' was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, " Shall this hillpass?"' being put, was

determined in the afiirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Repre-

sentatives, with information, that Senate have passed

the said bill without am^endment.

The bill entitled, ''An act declaring part of Wallen-

paupack creek y in JVayne county, a public highway, ^^

was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, "• Shall this billpass P^^ being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Repre-
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sentatives, with information, that Senate have passed

the said bill without amendment.

The bill entitled, '-'A further supplement to the act

entitled^ '•'An act for raising county rates and levies,''''

was read tlie second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Miller in the chair) for the further consi-

deration thereof. And,
After some time,

The committee rose, reported progress, and^ asked

leave to sit again ; which was not granted.

Thereupon,
A motion was made by Mr. Pennell and Mr. Roberts,

to refer the said bill to a select committee ; which was
agreed to.

Ordered, That Mr. Sommer, Mr. Heston, Mr. Pen-
nell, Mr. Vance, Mr. Roberts, Mr. Mitchell, and
Mr. Rankin, be the committee.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented

for concurrence, the bills, entitled as follow, to wit:

1. " An act to enable the Governor to incorporate a

company to make an artificial road, by the best and
nearest route, from the town of Hanover, in the county
of York, to the Maryland line, at or near the place

the turnpike from Baltimore to the state line towards

Hanover, will strike the same."
2. " An act making an appropriation to complete the

pov/der magazine of the state, in the county of Phila-

delphia."

And he informed. That the House of Representatives

h.ave concurred in the amendments by Senate, to the

bills entitled as follow, to wit :

1. " An act for the relief of Thomas Cox."
2. *' An act establishing an academy in the borough

of Uniontown, in the county of Fayette."

.3. " An act to enable the trustees of the German
Lutheran congregation of the townships of Albany and
Linn, in Berks and Northampton counties, to convey
to the trustees of the German Reformed congregation

an equal right to a church and tract of land therein

described."
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4. ^' An act to raise by way of lottery, a sum of

money for the purpose of purchasing a burial ground
for the society of Universalists in the city of Philadelphia,

and to pay a debt by them contracted in the building a

house for public worship and the finishing the same."
The bills presented for concurrence, were severally

read the first time.

The bill entitled, ''An actfor establishing and building

a bridge over the river Schuylkill^ at or near the falls;

thereof'''^ was read the secojid time, and considered by
section.

Section I. being under consideration ;

After some debate,

A motion was made by Mr. Sommer and Mr. Pen-
neil, to refer the said bill to a select committee ; which
ivas agreed to.

Ordered, That Mr. Sommer, Mr. Heston, and Mr.
Pennell, be the committee.

The bill entitled, ".iVz act to raise by way of lottery^

a sum of money for the purpose of erecting a school-

housefor the use of the joint Lutheran and Reformed
congregations at the Union church in Whitehall townships

in the county ofNorthampton^ and to defray the expences

of said church,'''' was read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into com.mittee of the

whole, (Mr. Brady in the chair) for the further consi-

deration thereof. And,
After some time.

The committee rose, and reported the bill without
amendment.

Agreeably to the order of the day, the Senate resumed,
in committee of the whole, (Mr. Sommer in the chair)

the consideration of the bill entitled, ''^Aii act to raise by

voay of lottery^ a sum not exceeding six thousand dollars^

for purchasing a lot or lots of ground^ building a school-

house and housefor divine ^worship thereon^ i?i the borough

of Bedford.'' And,
After some time.

The committee rose, and reported the bill with

amendments ; which were read as reported.

Agreeably to the order of the day, the Senate resumed,
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in committee of the whole, (Mr. M'Arthur in the chair)

the further consideration of the bill entitled, "^/z act to

raise by ivay of lottery, a sum of moneyfor the purpose

offinishing the meeting-house in Wilkesbarre, andfor
protecting the hank of the river, opposite the borough,

from encroachments of the ri'uer.^^ And,
After some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill with one
amendment ; which was read as reported.

Agreeably to the order of the day, the bill entitled,

^^.An act to raise by way of lottery, a sum not exceeding

two thousand dollars, for building a house for dimne
^worship, in Limerick tovjnship, Montgomery county,'''

was read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Pennell in the chair) for the further consi-

deration thereof. And,
After some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill with one
amendment ; which was read as reported.

Adjourned till 11 o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Tuesday, February 2, 1808.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented

for signature, two bills, entitled as follow, to wit :

1. " An act declaring part of Wallenpaupack creek,

in Wayne county, a public highway."
2. '* An act for the further relief of Charles Thom-

son."

And he presented for concurrence, two bills, entitled

as follow, to ivit :

1. '' An act to allow further time for completing the

Frankford and Bristol turnpike road, and erecting a

bridge over Neshamany creek."

2. " An act for the relief of Dillaplain Ridgway."
Which were read the first time.

The bills presented for signature, were signed by the

Speaker.

24
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Mr. M'Artliur presented the petition of the sub-

scribers thereto, inhabitants residing north and west of

the rivers Ohio, Allegheny, and Concvvango creek, of

same import with that presented by him on the twenty-

ninth December last. And the same was twice read,

and referred to the committee to whom the said petitit)n

was referred.

Mr. Rahm, from the committee to whom was re-

ferred on the first of last month, the petitions of John
Burnheatter, Emamiel Bollinger, Valentine Weirich, and
Vendel Fortney ; made further report, in part, as fol-

lows, to IV it :

That, since the petitioner (John Burnheatter) has

furnished no other documents but his petition, the com-
mittee have carefully examined the books at the office of

the Comptroller-General, as also at the office of the

Secretary of the Land-Office ; and the petitioner's name
not appearing in said books, to grant the prayer of the

petitioner would, in the opinion of the committee, be
establishing a precedent, which the circumstances of the

case or the duties incumbent on the Legislature, would
not warrant. They therefore oiTer the following resolu-

tion, to wit :

Resolved, That the petitioner have leave to withdraw
his petition.

Whereupon,
On motion, and by special order.

The said report vvas ae^ain read, considered, and
adopted.

The bill entitled, ^^Jn act to raise by ivay of lottery^

a sum of money for the purpose of erecting a school-

house^ for the use of the joint Lutheran and Reformed
congregations at the Union churchy in Whitehall toivn-

ship, in the county of Northampton^ and to defray the

expences of said church,^'' was read the second time, as

reported by committee of the v/hole yesterday, and
considered by section.

Sections L and 11. were severally agreed to.

Section IIL being under consideration :

A motion was made by Mr. Roberts and Mr. Pennell,

to amend the same, by inserting tlie following at the

end thereof, to ivit :

Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be
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taken to allow said lottery eommissioners an}' compen-
sation, for the performance of the duties enjoined on
them by this act, nor any other person for the perform-

ance of said services.

On \^•hich motion,

Mr. Roberts and Mr. Sommer required the Yeas and
Nays ; and, on the question being put, the Members
voted as follow, to wit :

YEAS. YEAS.
1. Mr. Blocher, 9. Mr. Mitchell,

2. ISIr. Gress, 10. Mr. Pennell,

Mr. Rahm.
Mr. Rankin,

Mr. Roberts,

Mr. Vance,

Mr. Lane, Spcakci

3. Mr. Heston, 11

4. Mr. Hiester, 12

5. Mr. Laird, 13

6. Mr. Martin, 14

7. Mr. Mayer, 15

8. Mr. M'Arthur,
NAYS. NAYS.

1. Mr. Brady, t. Mr. Lattimore,

2. Mr. Campbell, 7. Mr. Miller,

3. Mr. Dorsey, 8. Mr. Slaymaker,
4. M.. Harris, 9. Mr. Sommer,
5. Mr. Hart, 10. ]Mr. Wayne.

Fifteen Yeas and ten Nays ; by which it appeared,

that the question Vv^as determined in the afiirmative.

The section, as amended, was adopted.

The remaining section, with the title of the bill,

having been agreed to.:

Ordered, That the said bill be prepared for the third

reading.

The bill entitled, ''An act to raise by ivay of lottery,

a sum not exceeding six thousand dollars, for purchasing

a lot or lots of ground, building a school-house and house

for dimne vjorship thereon, in the boroug/i of Bedford,''' as

reported by committee of the whole yesterday, was con-

sidered by section, and agreed to.

The title of the bill having been amended, so as to

conform with amendments made in the bill, and agreed
to:

Ordered, That the said bill be prepared for the third

reading.

The bill entitled,, ^^An act to raise by way of lottery^
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a sum of inoney for the purpose offinishing the meeting-

house in IFilkesbarre, andjor protecting the bank of the

river, opposite the borough^ from the encroachme?its of
the river,'^ was read the second time, as reported by
committee of the whole yesterday, considered by section,

and agreed to.

Ordered, That tlie said bill be prepared for the third

reading.

The bill entided, ^'An act to raise by way of lottery,

a sum not exceeding tvjo thousand dollars, for buildiiig a
housefor divi?ie ivorship in Li?nerick township, Mont-
gomery county,'''' as reported by committee of the whole

}'esterday, was considered by section, and agreed to.

The title of the bill being amended, so as to corres-

pond v/ith amendments made in the bill, and agreed to :

Ordered, That the said bill be prepared for the thi|*d

reading.

The bill entitled, '^An act for the relief of Nathan
Coulter ^^"^ was read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself intp committee of the

whole, (Mr. Roberts in the chair) for the further consi-

deration thereof. And,
After some time.

The committee rose, reported progress, and had leave

to sit again to-morrovr.

The bill entitled, '''An actgranting Joseph Gwyne the

depreciation of /lis pay as a soldier, ^^ was read the second

time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

•whole, (Mr. Dorsey in the chair) for the further consi-

deration thereof. And,
After some time.

The committee rose, and reported the bill "vvith one

amendment ; v/hich v.'as read as reported.

On motion of Mr. Pennell and Mr. Miller,

The committee appointed on the third of December
last, to join a committee of the House of Representatives,

to form a system of rules for conducting business be-

tween the two Houses, was discharged from the further

consideration thereof.
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On motion of Mr. Laird and Mr. Mitchell,

Mr. Lattimore and Mr. Martin, were added to the

committee to whom was referred, on the fifth of Decem-
ber last, the fourth item of the report of the committee
on unfinished business, to wii:
" The report of a committee on the petition of the

trustees of the Northumberland academy."
The report of the committee appointed to inquire into

the causes of delay in printing and distributing the Laws
and Journals of the last session, and the Militia Law,
read on the twenty-first of last month, was again read.

Whereupon,
It was moved by Mr. Roberts and Mr. Pennell,

Resolv^ed, That while it appears the Secretary of the

Commonwealth used commendable exertions to procure

the Laws of the last session of the Legislature, to be
printed in the time prescribed by law, but which was
prevented by the Master of Rolls not furnishing the

printer with copy ; yet it appears, the Secretary impeded
the printing of the Journal of the House of Representa-

ti\^es, by putting the Articles of War to be printed by
the printer of that Journal ; and, that the delay in dis-

tributing the Militia Law, and the ill execution of that

wx)rk, are not justified by the reasons assigned for it by
the Secretary.

Thereupon,
It was moved by Mr. Brady and Mr. Sommer,

To postpone the further consideration of the said

report, together with the resolution proposed to be at-

tached thereto, for the present ; which v/as agreed to.

The bill entitled, "y^/z act making an appropriation to

complete the powder magazine of the state^ in the county

of Philadelphia^'^'' was read the second time ; and re-

ferred to Mr. Roberts, Mr. Vance, and Mr. Dorsey,

to consider and report thereon.

On motion, and by special order.

The bill entitled, '-'•An act to allow further time for
completing the Frankford and Bristol turnpike road^ and
erecting a bridge vver Neshamany creek^'''' was read the

second time ; and referred to Mr. Sommer, Mr. Wayne,
and Mr. Hart, to consider and report thereon.

The " resolution enjoining certain duties on the Master
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of Rolls j^'' was read the second time, as reported by,

Gornmittee of the whole on the sixth of last month.

Whereupon,
A motion was made by Mr. Vance and Mr. M'Arthur,

to re-commit the said resolution to the committee of the

whole ; which was agreed to.

Thereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of tlic

whole, (Mr. Pennell in the chair) for the further coii-

sideration thereof. And,
After some time,

The committee rose, and reported tlic resolution with

amendments, (which restored it to the state in which it

was received from the House of Representatives) ; which
were read as reported.

On motion, and by special order.

The said resolution was further considered, and
adopted as reported by committee of the M^ioie.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Repre-
sentatives, with information, that Senate have passed the

said resolution.

Moved by Mr. Sommer and IMr. Gress,

Whereas tlie custom of calling the roll in Senate, ap-

pears not only useless, as the reason vvhich introduced it

no longer exists, but is at variance with one ofthe standing

rules, \'\'hich declares, that, " aftei- the Speaker takes the

chair, he shall call to order, and on the appearance of a
quorum being presenty shall cause the Journal of the

preceding day to he read.''"' Therefore,

Resolved, That Senate henceforth discontinue the

custom of calling the roll.

Ordered to be laid unon the table.

On motion of Mr. Sommer and Mr. Wayne,
The said resolution was again read ; and the Yeas and

Nays on adopting the same, were required by Mr. Ro-
befts and Mr. Dorsey ; and, on the question being put,

the Members voted as follov/, to wit:
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Anderson on Commerce.
Burgh's Political and Philosophical V/orks.

Hume's do.

Caddick's Hebrew made Easy.

American Annual Register.

Barton's Botany.

M'Kenzie's Reports on Ossian.

Dallas' Reports, fourth volume.

Proud's History of Pennsylvania.

Tathem's Scale of Truth.

Ordered to lie upon the table.

Adjourned till 11 o'clock, to-morrow morning.

, February 3, 18G8.

Mr. Gress asked and obtained leave of absence for

six days.

Mr. Mitchell, from the committee to v/hom was
re-committed, on the thirtieth of last month, the bill

entitled, ^'-Ari act for the relief of John Ashton^'''' re-

ported the said bill with one amendment; which was
read as reported.

Mr. Sommer, from the committee to whom was
yesterday referred the bill entitled, '^An act to allo'vj

further time for completing tlie Franhford and Bristol

turnpike road^ and erecting a bridge o'ver Neshamany
creek,'''* reported the said bill without amendment.
The bill entitled, ''An act to raise by %vay of lottery,

a sum of moneyfor the purpose offinishing the meeting-

house in Wilkesharrc^ and protecting the bank of the river,

opposite the borough, from the encroacbments of the

river,'' ^ was read tiie third time.

Whereupon,
The Yeas and Nays on the passage of the bill, were

required by Mr. Vance and Mr. R-oberts ; and, on the

question, ^' Shall this bill pass '?^^ being put, the Mem-
bers voted as follow, to %vit:

YEAS. YEAS.
1. Mr. Blocher, 3. Mr. Campbell,

2. Illr. Brady, 4. Mr. Gress,
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Ordered, That the said bill be returned to the House

of Representatives, with information, that Senate have

passed the same with amendments, in which the con-

currence of that House is requested.

Which amendments are, to introduce a provision

with rerard to the commissioners, similar to that in the

two foregoing bills ; to reduce the sum contemplated

to be raised, from " six^^ to '•'four'''' thousand dollars ;

with some verbal amendments.

The bill entitled, '"'•An act to raise by 'way of lottery,

a sum not exceed'ing two thousand dollars, for building a

a housefor dhine worship, in Limerick to'a)nship, Mont-

gomery county,''^ w^as read the third time.

Whereupon,
The Yeas and Nays on the passage of the said bill,

Avere required by Mr. Vance and Mr. Mitchell; and,

on the question, '-^ Shall this bill pass?''"' being put, the

Members voted as follow, to %vit :

YEAS. YEAS.
1. Mr. Blocher, 10. Mr. Mayer,
2. Mr. Brady, 11. Mr. M'Arthur,

3. Mr. Campbell, 12. Mr. Miller,

4. Mr. Gress, 13. Mr. Rahm,
5. Mr. Harris, 14. Mr. Slaymaker,

6. Mr. Hart, 15. Mr. Sommer,
7. Mr. Hiester, 16. Mr. V/ayne.

8. Mr. Laird, 17. Mr. Lane, Speaker.

9. Mr. Lattimore,

NAYS. NAYS.
i. Mr. Dorsey, 5. Mr. Pennell,

2. Mr. Heston, 6. Mr. Rankin,

3. Mr. Martm, 7. Mr. Roberts,

4. Mr. Mitchell, 8. Mr. Vance.

Seventeen Yeas and eight Nays ; by which it appeared,

that the question was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the said bill be returned to the House
of Representatives, with information, that Senate have

passed the same with amendments, in which the con-

currence of that House is requested ; which amendments
are similar to that made in the Whitehall church lottery,

with a few verbal amendments.
The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented

for signature, five bills, entitled as follow, to %vit:
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1. " An act establishing an academy in the borough
of Uniontown, in the county of Fayette."

2. " An act to enable the trustees of the German
Lutheran congregation of the townships of Albany and
Linn, in Berks and Northampton counties, to convey to

the trustees of the German Reformed congregation

an equal right to a church and tract of land therein

described- '

'

3. " An act authorizing the court of quarter sessions

of Indiana county, to direct a review of that part of

the state road leading from Blair's Gap to the western

boundary line of the state, which lies between the town
of Indiana and the seventh mile-tree westward."

4. " An act for the relief of Thomas Cox."
5. " An act to raise by way of lottery, a sum of

money for the purpose of purchasing a burial ground for

the society of Universalists in the city of Philadelphia,

and to pay a debt by them contracted in the building a

house for public worship and the finishing the same."
And he presented for concurrence, two bills, entitled

as follo'v, to IV it :

1, " An act to raise by way of lottery, a sum of

money for the purpose of building a house for public

worship in the borough of Chambersburg, Franklin

county."

2. " An act to declare masquerades and masqued balls

to be common nuisances, and to punish those who pro-

mote and encourage them."
Which were severally read the first time.

The Speaker signed the bills presented for signature.

The bill entitled, "^;z act granting Joseph G'ivyiie the

depreciation of his pay as a soldier^'''' was read the second
time, as reported by committee of the M'hole yesterday^

considered by section, and agreed to.

Ordered, That the said bill be prepared for the third

reading.

The bill entitled, '''An act to enable Joseph Marshall
and ll'ilUam Marshall to sell and cowoey the real estate of
Andrew Marshall, late of Hamilton tovonship^ Franklin

county^ deceased,'''' was read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the
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whole, (Mr. Pennell in the chair) fop the further consi-

deration thereof. And,
After some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill without

amendment. >
The bill entitled, ''An act for the relief of Vendcl

Fortiiey^^'' was read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Wayne in the chair) for the further consi-

deration thereof. And,
After some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill without

amendment.
On motion of Mr. Vance and Mr. Martin,

Agreed, That the further consideration, in committee
of the whole, of the bill entitled, '-'An act for the relief

of Nathan Coulter ^'^'' (order of this day) be postponed

for the present.

The bill entitled, ''An act to restrain the eml practice

of horse-racing^'''* was read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

w^hole, (Mr. Brady in the chair) for the further consi-

deration thereof. And,
After some time,

The committee rose, reported progress, and asked
leave to sit again ; which was not agreed to.

Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Wayne and Mr. Sommer,

Resolved, That said bill be re -committed to a select

committee. And,
Ordered, That Mr. Wayne, Mr. Vance, Mr. Rankin,

Mr. Dorsey, and Mr. Hiester, be the committee.

Mr. Miller, from the committee appointed for that

purpose, made the following report, to wit :

That, in conjunction with the committee of the House
of Representatives, they this day presented to the Go-
vernor, for his approbation, the bills, entitled as follow,

to wit :

1. " An act declaring part of Wallenpaupack creek,

in Wayne county, a public highway."



198 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE.

2. *' An act to raise by way of lottery, a sum of

money for the purpose of purchasing a burial ground
for the society of Universalists in the city of Philadel-

phia, and to pay a debt by them contracted in the

building a house for public worship and the finishing

the same."
3. " An act for the relief of Thomas Cox."
4. " An act for the further relief of Charles Thom-

son."
5. " An act to enable the trustees of the German

Lutheran congregation, in the townships of Albany and
Linn, in Berks and Northampton counties, to convey

to the trustees of the German Reformed congregation

an equal right to a church and tract of land therein

described."

6. " An act to establish an academy in the borough
of Uniontown, in the county of Fayette."

7. " An act authorizing the court of quarter sessions

of Indiana county, to direct a review of that part of

the state road leading from Blair's Gap to the western

boundary line of the state, which lies between the town
of Indiana and the seventh mile-tree westward."

On motion of Mr. Brady and Mr. Miller,

The Senate resumed the consideration of the report

of the committee respecting the delay in printing and

distributing the Laws and Journals of the last session,

together with the resolution, postponed for the present

yesterday.

The consideration of die said resolution recurring

:

After debate,

A motion was made by Mr. Brady and Mr. Wayne,
to postpone the further consideration of the subject for

the present ; and, that the documents upon A\hich the

said report is founded be inserted on the Journal.

Mr. Hart called for a division of the motion, so that

a question may be first taken on the postponement of

the report and resolution for the present ; \\'hich was
agreed to.

Whereupon,
The question on the motion to postpone being put,

was determined in the affirmative. And,
Thereupon,
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A motion was made by Mr. Roberts and Mr. Hart,

that Senate adjourn ; which was agreed to.

Whereupon,
Adjourned till 11 o'clock, to-morrow morning.

r^^vjW

Thursday, February 4, 1808.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented,

for concurrence, the bill entitled, " An act to enable

commissioners to convey lots of ground, in the town of

Fanetsburg, in the county of Franklin."

And he informed, that the House of Representatives

have concurred the amendments by Senate, to the bills,

entitled as follow, mz.
1. '' An act to raise by way of lottery, a sum of

money for the purpose of erecting a school-house, for

the use of the joint Lutheran and Reformed congrega-

tions, at the Union church in Whitehall township, in

the county of Northampton, and to defray the expences
of said church."

2. " An act to raise by way of lottery, a sum of
money for the purpose of finishing the meeting-house in

Wilkesbarre, and for protecting the bank of the river,

opposite the borough, from the encroachments of the

river."

3. *' An act to raise by way of lottery, a sum not

exceeding six thousand dollars, for purchasing a lot or

lots of ground, building a school-house and house for

divine worship thereon, in the borough of Bedford."
4. " An act to raise by way of lottery, a sum of

money not exceeding two thousand dollars, for building

a house for divine worship in Limerick township,

Montgomery county."

The bill presented for concurrence, was read the first

time.

The Speaker laid before the Senate, the memorial and
representation of the officers of the first division of
Pennsylvania militia ; stating certain defects in the militia

system, referring to former memorials on the same
subject, and calling the attention of the Legislature
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thereto. And the same was twice read, and referred to

the committee appointed on the militia system.

Mr. M'Arthur, from the com-mittee to whom was
re-committed, the *' resolution authorizing the Governor
to dnnv his ivarrant on the State-Treasurer, in favor of
Thomas Atki?ison,^'' for the purpose of bringing in a bill

for the same object, reported the bill entitled, ''An act

for the relief of Thomas Atkinson;'''' which was read the

first time.

Mr. Sommer, from the committee to whom was re-

ferred on the first instant, the bill entitled, ''An act

for establishing and building a bridge across the river

Schuylkill, at or near thefalls thereof ^^ reported the bill

viith. amendments ; which were read as reported.

Mr. Roberts, from the committee to whom was re-

ferred on the second instant, the bill entitled, ''An act

making an appropriation to complete the povcdcr magazine
of the state, in the county of Philadelphia,^^ reported
the said bill, recommending a disagreement thereto.

Mr. Laird, from the committee to whom was re-

ferred on tlie fifth of December last, the fourth item of

unfinished business, to wit : The report of a committee
on the petition of the trustees of the Northumberland
academy ; on leave now given, reported the bill entitled,

"A?i act for the relief of tlie trustees of the Northum-
berland academy;'''' v»4iich v.^as read the first time.

Mr. Campbell, from the committee to whom was
referred on the tvv'enty-ninth of last month, the petition

of John Morris, of the borough of York, doctor of
medicine ; made the follov/ing report

:

That they have considered the ciahn of liie petitionee';

and find, that he entered early into the service of his

country, as surgeon's mate, in General Armang's legion,

and was soon afterwards appointed and commissioned
surgeon in said legion ; that he served to the end of the

wai', and was honorably discharged ; that although the

corps to which he was attached, did not belong to tlie^

line or troops of any particular state, yet the services

they rendered are fully evidenced by the grants given in

land by this state, to some of the oificers of said legion

;

and, as it appears from the certificate of GeneralArmang,
that he had attended faithfully to his duty on the most
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frying occasions, and that he stood high in that officer's

esteem : the committee therefore conceive, that, in

the distribution of justice, the petitioner is equally-

entitled to that retribution which he asks, and which his

services appear justly to entitle him to receive. They
therefore offer the following resolution, to wit

:

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to bring
in a bill, granting the petitioner a tract of donation land,

agreeably to the prayer of the petitioner.

Whereupon,
On motion, and by special order,

The said report was agam read, considered, and the

resolution attached thereto adopted.

Ordered, That the committee who brought in the

report, be a committee for that purpose.

The Secretary of the Commonwealth presented a
message from the Governor; ^vhich was read, as follows,

io wit :

' * To the Senate and House of Representatives of the

Commonwealth of Pennsyhania,
" Gentlemen,

*' I HAVE this day approved and
signed the following Acts of the General Assembly, and
directed the Secretary to return the same to the House
of Representatives, in which they originated, to wit:

1. '* An act declaring part of Wallenpaupack creek,

in Wayne county, a public highway."
2. " An act to enable the trustees of the German

Lutheran congregation, of the townships of Albany and
Linn, in Berks and Northampton counties, to convey
to the trustees of the German Reformed congregation

an equal right to a church and tract of land therein

described."

3. *' An act for the further relief of Charles Thom-
son."

4. " An act for the relief of Thomas Cox."
5. "An act to raise by way of lottery, a sum of

money for the pui"pose of purchasing a burial ground
for the society of Universalists in the city of Philadel-

phia, and to pay a debt by them contracted in the

building a house for public worship and the finishing

the same."
26
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6. " An act establishing aii academy in the borough
of Uniontown, in the county of Fayette."

7. " An act authorizing the court of quarter sessions

of Indiana county, to chrect a review of that part of

the state road leading from Blair's Gap to the western

boundary line of the state, which lies between the town
of Indiana and the seventh mile-tree westward."

'^THOMAS M'KEAN.
^'Lancaster, February^, 1808."

The bill entitled, ''An actgranting Joseph Gwyne tlie

depreciation of his pay as a soldiery'^ was read the third

time.

Whereupon,
The question, " Shall this billpass?"' being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Repre-
sentatives, with information, that Senate have passed the

said bill with amendments, in which the concurrence of
that House is requested. (The amendments are merely
verbal.)

The bill entided, ''An act to enable Joseph Marshall
and I'VilUam Marshall to sell and corivey the real estate of
Andrei\) Marshall^ late of Hamilton toiimshipy Franklin

county, deceased^'' as reported by committee of the whole
yesterday, was considered by section, and agreed to.

Ordered, That the said bill be prepared for the third

reading.

The bill entitled, ''An act for the relief of Vendel
Fortney^'^'' as reported by committee of the whole yes-

terday, was considered by section.

The first and only section being under consideration

;

A motion was made by Mr. \Vayne and Mr. Laird,
to amend the section, by inserting at the end thereof, a
provision, That if the annuity granted by the act should
be transferred, the same should be forfeited to the

Commonwealth.
On which motion,

The Yeas and Nays were required by Mr. Heston and
Mr. Laird; and, on the question being put, the Mem-
bers voted as follow, to wit

'

YEAS. YEAS.
1. Mr. Blocher, 3. Mr. Campbell,

% Mr. Brady, 4. Mr. Harris,
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from this state, in the Congress of the United States,

and requesting the members of the House of Represen-

tatives to use their influence in obtaining an amendment
in the Constitution of the United States, for the total

prohibition of the importation of slaves," was read the

second time. And, being under consideration,

A motion was made by Mr. Roberts and Mr. Mit-
chell, to strike out the following :

" // is howe'ver matter

of regret^ that se'ueral of our sister states /iai}e not adopted

a policy at once so just and humane ;'''' which was agreed

to, and the resolution, (with some verbal amendments)
as amended, was adopted.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Repre-

sentatives, with information, that Senate have passed

the same with amendments, (as above) in which the

concurrence of that House is requested.

The bill entitled, '•''An actfor the relief of Dillaplain
Ridgivay^'^'' was read the second time, considered by
section, and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

The bill entitled, ''An act to declare masquerades and
masqued balls to be common nuisances^ and to punish those

IVho promote or encourage them^^'' was read the second

time, and considered by section.

Section I. being under consideration :

A motion was made by Mr. Roberts and Mr. Hart,

to amend the section, by inserting a provision author-

izing the mayor's court to add to the punishment of

persons convicted under the act, three months imprison-

ment, besides the line ; which was agreed to.

A motion was then made by Mr. Roberts and
Mr. Hart, further to amend the section, so that the fine

shall not be less than fifty dollars ; which was agreed to,

and the section as amended, was adopted.

The remaining section, with the title, being agreed

to:

Ordered, That the said bill be prepared for the third

reading.

On motion of Mr. FLu't and Mr. Pennell, and by
special order,

The said bill was read the third time.

Whereupon,
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The Yeas and Nays on the passage of the said bill,

were required by Mr. Hart and Mr. Pennell ; and, on
the question, *' Shall this bill pass?''^ being put, the
Members voted as follow, to wit :

YEAS. YEAS.
1. Mr. Blocher, 13. Mr. Miller,

2. Mr. Brady, 14. Mr. Mitchell,

3. Mr. Campbell, 15. Mr. Pennell,

4. Mr. Dorsey, 16. Mr. Rahm,
5. Mr. Harris, 17. Mr. Rankin,
6. Mr. Hart, 18. Mr. Roberts,

7. Mr. Hiester, 19. Mr. Slaymaker,
8. Mr. Laird, 20. Mr. Sommer,
9. Mr. Lattimore, 21. Mr. Vance,

10. Mr. Martin, 22. Mr. Wayne,
11. Mr. Mayer, 23. Mr. Lane, Spealier.

12. Mr. M'Arthur,
NAY. Mr. Heston.

Twenty-three Yeas and one Nay ; by which it ap-

peared, that the question was determined in the affirma-

tive.

Ordered, That the said bill be returned to the House
of Representatives, with information, that Senate have
passed the same with amendments, (as before mentioned)
in which the concurrence of that House is requested.

Mr. Heston then gave notice, that he would, to-

morrow, present the reasons for his vote on the said bill,

in writing, to be entered on the Journal.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented

for signature, four bills, entitled as follow, to wit :

1. " An act to raise by way of lottery, a sum of

money for the purpose of finishing the meeting-house in

Wilkesbarre, and for protecting the bank of the river,

opposite the borough, from the encroachments of the

river."

2. " An act to raise by way of lottery, a sum of

money for the purpose of erecting a school-house, for

the use of the joint Lutheran and Reformed congrega-

tions, at the Union church in Whitehall township, in

the county of Northampton, and to defray the expences
of said church."

3. *' An act to raise by way of lottery, a sum not
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exceeding four thousand dollars, for purchasing a lot or

lots of ground, building a school-house and house for

religious worship thereon, in the borough of Bedford."
4. " An act to raise by way of lottery, a sum of

money not exceeding two thousand dollars, for building

a house for religious worship in Limerick township,

Montgomery county."

Whereupon,
The Speaker signed the said bills.

On motion of Mr. Roberts and Mr. Brady,
The Senate resumed the consideration of the report

of the committee on the causes of delay in printing and
distributing the Laws and Journals of the last session,

postponed for the present yesterday.

Thereupon,
The motion of Mr. Brady and ^1. Wayne recurring,

to ivit : That the documents upon which the report is

founded, be entered on the Journal.

A motion ^vas then made by Mr. Vance and Mr.
Roberts, to postpone the further consideration of the

foregoing, in order to introduce the following :

Resolved, That the Clerk be hereby directed to fur-

nish the Secretary of the Commonwealth with certified

copies of such of the papers, accompanying the report

of a committee authorized to inquire into the causes of

delay in printing and distributing the Laws and Journals

of the last session of the Legislature, the Militia Law,
&c. as he may require.

After debate,

A motion was made by Mr. Dorsey and Mr. Hiester,

that Senate adjourn ; which \^'as not agreed to.

Whereupon,
The Yeas and Nays on the motion to postpone, were

Inquired by Mr. Brady and Mr. Penneil ; and, on the

question being put, the ISIcmbers voted as foliovv^,

to ivit :

YEAS.
1. Mt. Blocher,

2. Mr. Hart,

3. Mv. Hiester,

4. My. Laird,

5. Mi\ Martin,

6. Mi\ M'x\rthur,
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NAYS. NAYS.
1. Mv. Brady, 8. Mx. MiUer,

2. Mx, Campbell, 9. My. Rahm,
3. M\\ Dorsey, 10. Mv. Slaymker,

4. Mv. Harris, 11. Mv. Sommer,
5. Mv. Heston, 12. Mv. Wayne,
6. Mv. Lattimore, 13. Mv. Lane, Speaker.

7. Mv. Mayer,
Eleven Yeas and thirteen Nays ; by which it appeared,

that the question was determined in the negative.

Whereupon,
The motion of Mr. Brady and Mr. Wayne re-

curring ;

A motion was made by Mr. Pennell and Mr. Hart,

to adjourn ; which was agreed to.

Adjourned till 1 1 o'clock, to-morrov/ morning.

Friday^ February 5^ 1808.

Agreeably to the notice given yesterday, Mr. Heston
offered the reasons for his vote against the bill entitled,

" An act to declare masquerades and masqued balls to

be common nuisances, and to punish those who promote

or encourage them;" and, by consent of the Senate, the

same were received, and entered on the Journal, as

follow, to wit:

Reasons of the vote of Edward Heston.

1. It is declared by the Constitution, which he had

taken his solemn affirmation to support, tha. excessive

fines should not be imposed, nor cruel punishments

inflicted.

2. That such excessive fines and cmel punishments

will subject the young and inconsiderate to hardships,

which neither the enormity of the crime nor the sup-

pression of vice demands.

3. Because excessive penalties have a tendency to

defeat their object by rendering it difficult to execute

laws, in which no proportion is observed between crimes

and their punishments,

EDWARD HESTON,
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Mr. Harris presented the memorial of the subscribers

thereto, electors of Potter and Ferguson townships, in

the county of Centre ; stating, That considerable diffi-

culties will arise, should the said townships be divided

into separate election districts (as prayed for by a number
of the inhabitants of those townships). They therefore

remonstrate against the same. And the said memorial

>was read, and

Laid upon the table.

Mr. Sommer, from the committee to whom was re-

ferred on the first instant, the bill entitled, ^''Afurther

supplement to the act entitled^ '-'An actfor raising county

rates and le'Dies^'''* reported the said bill with amend-
ments ; which were read as reported.

Mr. Brady, from the committee to whom was re-

committed the bill entitled, ''•An act for the establish-

ment of schools throughout this Conmiotruoealth,'''' reported

the said bill with amendments; which were read as

reported.

On leave given, Mr. Sommer read a bill in his place ;

and, by permission of the Senate, presented the same to

the chair, entitled, ^^An act to providefor the education

of children under a certain age ;^^ which was read the

third time.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented

for signature, " the resolution enjoining certain duties on

the Master of Rolls.'"'

Whereupon,
Tlie Speaker signed the same.

The bill entitled, ''An act to enable Joseph Marshall

and William Marshall to sell and convey the real estate of
Andre-w Marshall^ late of Hamilton townsliip^ Franklin

county^ deceased^'''' was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, '-' Shall this bill pass?''' being put, was

determined in the affirmntive.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Repre-

sentatives, with information, that Senate have passed the

said bill vvithout amendment.
The bill entitled, ''An actfor the relief of Billaplain

Eidgway,"" was read tlie third time.

Whereupon,
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The question, " Shall this billpass?'' being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Reprc-

sentati\'es, with information, that Senate have passed

the said bill without amendment.

The bill entitled, "An act to allow further time for

completing the Frankford and Bristol turnpike road, and

erecting a bridge ouer NesJiamany creek ^'^ was read the

third time.

Whereupon,
The question, " Shall this billpass ?" being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Repre-

sentatives, with information, that Senate have passed

the said bill with one amendment, in which the concur^,

rence of that House is requested. The amendment is,

to allow " te7i'' instead of *' twenty'' years for completing

the said road.

The bill entitled, ''An act for the relief of Vendel

Fortney," was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, *' Shall this billpass?" being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be presented to the House of Repre-

sentatives for concurrence.

The bill entitled, ''An actfor establishing and budding

a bridge across the rrcer Schuylkill, at or near the falls

thereof" was read the second time, as reported by select

committee yesterday.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Penneli in the chair.) And,

After some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill with ouq

amendment ; which was read as reported.

On motion of Mr. Vance and Mr. Martin,

• The Senate resumed, in committee of the whole,

(Mr. Roberts in the chair) the consideration of the bill

entitled ,
'

'An actfor the reliefofNathan Coulter,

'

' And,

After some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill with amend-

meats; which were read as reported.

27
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Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Hart and Mr. Rahm, and by special

order,

The said bill was considered by section, and agreed
to.

The title having been amended, so as to read, ^'An
actfor the relief of Nathaniel Coulter,'' and agreed to :

Ordered, That the said bill be prepared for the third
reading.

On leave given, Mr. Miller read a bill in his place ;

and, by permission of the Senate, presented the same to
the chair, entitled, ''An act repealing the first section of
an act entitled, ''An act suppleinentary to an act entitled^

^'An act that no public house or inn within this province
be kept without licence;'' which was read the first time.

On motion of Mr. Rahm and Mr. Hiestcr,
The Senate resumed, in committee of the whole,

(Mr. Hart in the chair) the further consideration of the
bill entitled, "An actfor the relief of the inhabitants of
the 'oillage of Palmyra, in the township of Londonderry^
Dauphin county." And,

After some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill with
amendments ; ^vhich were read as reported.

On motion of Mr. Hart and Mr. Rahm, and by special
order.

The said bill vvas considered JDy section and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.
Adjourned till 11 o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Saturday^ February 6, 1808.
The bill entided, "An act for the relief of Nathan

Coultery" was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, " Shall this billpass?" being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered^ That the said bill be returned to the House
of Representatives, with information, that Senate have
passed the said bill with amendments, in wlxich the con-
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currence of that House is requested ; which amendments
are merely verbal, except that the name throughout the

bill and title, be made to read " NathanieP'' Coulter.

The bill entitled, *''An act for the relief of the inha-

bitants of the milage of Palmyra^ in the toivjisbip of
Loridonderry ^ Dauphin county^'''' was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, " Shall this billpass?'' ^ being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be presented to the House of Repre-

sentatives for concurrence.

The bill entitled, ^^Anfor act establishing and building

a bridge across the river Schuylkill^ at or near the falls

thereof^^^ was read the second time, as reported by-

committee of the whole yesterday, and considered by
section.

Section 1. beins; under consideration

:

A motion was made by Mr. Sommer and Mr. Roberts,

to amend the same, by inserting the following proviso

in line 49 : "That no tolls shall be taken from any
person or persons attending funerals or walking in

military procession, or from persons belonging to the

militia in going to, or returning from muster, on days
of training ; and, that the toils shall be so regulated,

that the nett profits arising from said bridge, shall never

exceed fifteen per centum per annum on the money
expended in erecting the same, and keeping'it in repair.

And provided further.^'

A motion was then made by Mr. M'Arthur and Mn
Blocher, to amend the amendment, by striking out

''fifteen'''' and inserting " iiine'''' in lieu thereof, so as to

limit the profits of the company to nine per centum;
which was not agreed to.

Whereupon,
The question on 'the original motion being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

The remaining sections, with the preamble, being-

agreed to

:

Ordered, That the said bill be prepared for the third

reading.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented

for concurrence, the bill entitled, " An act to raise by
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way oF lottery, a sum not exceeding two tliousand five

hundred dollars for finishing a church in the toAvn of

Hanover, in the county of York."
And he informed,

That the House of Representatives have concurred in

the amendments, by Senate, to the bills, entitled as

follow

:

1. " An act to declare masquerades and masqued
balls to be common nuisances, and to punish those who
promote or encourage them."

2. " An act granting Joseph Gwyne the depreciation

of his pay as a soldier."

3. '* An act to allow further time for completing the

Frankford and Bristol turnpike road, and erecting a

bridge over Neshamany creek." And
*' The resolution relative to the total prohibition of

the importation of slaves."

The bill presented for concurrence, was read the first

time.

The bill entitled, ^^An act to raise by way of lottery

y

a sum of money for the purpose of building a meeting-

house in the borough of Chambersburg, Franklin county ^'^^

was read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr, Sommer in the chair) for the further consi-

deration thereof. And,
After some time.

The committee rose, and reported the bill without

amendment.
The resolution authorizing the Clerk to procure cer-

tain books, read on the second instant, was again read,

i:onsidered', and adopted.

Adjourned till 11 o'clock, Monday morning.

Monday, February 8, 1808.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented

for concurrence, the bill entitled, " An act to enable the

elders, wardens, and members of the Lutheran and
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Presbyterian congregations in Robinson fownship, Berks
county, to raise by way of lottery, a sum of money for

the purpose of building a meeting-house and school-

house in the said township;" which was read the first

time.

Mr. Pennell presented the petition of the subscribers

thereto, inhabitants of the borough of Connelsville, in

the county of Fayette
;
praying. That an act may be

passed to prevent the running at large of hogs within

the said borough. And the said petition was twice

read, and referred to Mr. Pennell, Mr. Sommer, and

Mr. Rankin, to consider and report thereon.

The bill entitled, *'-An actfor establishing and building

a bridge across the river Schuylkill^ at or near the falls

thereof''^ was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, " Shall this billpassP'' being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Repre-

sentatives, with information, that Senate have passed the

said bill Avith amendments, in which the concurrence of

that House is requested.

The amendments are merely verbal, except the pro-

viso inserted in the first section : For which see Journal

of yesterday.

The bill entided, ^'An act to raise by way of lottery^ a
sum of moneyfor the purpose of building a meeting-house

in the borough of Chambersburg^ Franklin county^'''* was
read the second time, as reported by committee of the

whole on the sixth instant, considered by section, and
agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

Agreeably to order, the Senate resumed, in com-
mittee of the whole, (Mr. Sommer in the chair) the

consideration of the bill entitled, '''An act to raise by

'k^ay of lottery^ a sum of money for the purpose of erecting

a school- house in Shippensburg^ in the county of Cumber

-

land.'''' And,
After some time.

The committee rose, and reported the bill with the

first section negatived.

The bill entitled, ''''An act to enable the Governor to
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incorporate a company to make an artificial road, by the
best and nearest route^ from the town of Hamper, in the
county of York, to the Maryland line, at or near theplace
the turnpike from Baltimore to the state line, towards
Hanover, will strike the same,'' was read the second
time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Hart in the chair) for the further consi-
deration thereof. And,

After some time,

The committee rose, rcported progress, and had leave
to sit again on Monday the fifteenth instant.

Mr. Dorscy asked and obtained leave of absence for
a few days.

Mr. Sommer asked and obtained leave of absence for
Mr. Wayne, for a few daj s.

The bill entitled, ''An act for the relief of John
Huton,'" was read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Harris in the chair) for the further consi-
deration thereof. And,

After some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill with
amendments; which A\-ere read as reported.
On motion of Mr. Mitchell and Mr. Hart, and by

special order.

The said bill was considered by section, and ao-reed
to.

^

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third readino-.
On leave given, Mr. Roberts read a bill in his place

;

and, by permission of the Senate, presented the same
to the chair, entitled, ''An act to prevent the clerks in
the Land-Offices from acting as agerits to a?iy person or
persons, in transacting business in those offices

;'' which
was read the first time.

The report of the committee, to whom was referred
the letter from William Graydon, read on the fifteenth
of last month, was again read.

Whereupon, after debate,
A motion was made by Mr. Mitchell and Mr. Martin,
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to postpone the further consideration of the same for

the present ; which was agreed to.

On motion of Mr. M 'Arthur and Mr. Pennell,

Senate resumed the consideration of the report of the

committee on the causes of delay in printing the Journals

and Laws of the last session.

The motion for inserting the documents, on which

the report is founded, on the Journal, recurring

:

A motion was made by Mr. IM'Arthur and Mr.

Pennell, to %vit :

Whereas, since the report of the committee relating

to the causes of delay in printing and distributing the

Laws, Journals and Militia Law, &c. has been made

to Senate, further evidence to substantiate the principle

on which said report was founded, can be obtained.

And whereas, at the very threshold of the discussion

of the merits and grounds of said report, and the reso-

lution attached thereto, a motion has been made to

postpone the same for the present; and, that the docu-

ments on which said report is founded, be inserted on

the Journal of the Senate. And whereas it is proper,

should the motion for inserting the documents on the

Journal be adopted, that all the proofs, in anywise

applicable to that part of the report, which implicates

the conduct of the Secretary of the Commonwealth,

should be brought into view.

Therefore,

Resolved, That the report, together with the resolu-

tion proposed to be attached thereto, and the motion to

insert the documents on the Journal of the Senate, be

re-committed to the committee who made the said,

report, M-ith power to send for persons and papers.

Ordered to lie upon the table.

Whereupon,
A motion was made by Mr. Roberts and Mr. M'Ar-

thur, that the said resolution be again read ; which was

agreed to. And,
After debate,

The question on adopting the said resolution being

put, was determined in the affirmative.

Adjourned till U o'clock, to-morrow morning*
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Tuesday^ February 9, 1808.

Mr. Martin presented the petition of Andrew Crook-
shank, of Butler county ; stating, That he took an

cariy and an active part in the late revolutionary war, as

a sergeant in Captain Clook's company, in the eighth

Pennsylvania regiment; that he w^as paid in a depreciated

currency ; and, that he received no other compensation
for his services from the United States, or from this

state ; he therefore prays relief. And the said petition

was twice read, and referred to Mr. Martin, Mr. Mit-
chell, and INIr. Wayne, to consider and report thereon.

Mr. Campbell presented the petition of Edward
Cavanoch ; stating, That he enlisted in the service of
the United States, in Captain INIatthew Smith's com-
pany, and marched to Quebeck under the command of

General Arnold, a march well recollected to have been
attended with peculiar hardships ; that he lost his health,

and is now laboring under all the disadvantages incident

thereto ; and, as he has a family to support, he therefore

prays relief. And the said petition was twice read, and
referred to Mr. Campbell, Mr. Vance, and Mr. Miller,

to consider and report thereon.

Mr. Ralim presented the petition of the inhabitants of

Myerstown, and the vicinity, in the county of Dauphin ;

praying to be enabled to raise by way of lottery, the

sum of three thousand dollars to defray the expences of

erecting a school-house in the said town. And the said

petition was twice read, and referred to Mr. Rahm,
Mr. Hiester, and Mr. Blocher, to consider and report

thereon.

Mr. Vance, from the committee appointed for that

purpose on the thirty-first December, reported the bill

entitled, ''An act making proi^islon for the defence of the

northern and vcesternfrontiers of thus state;'''' which was
read the first time.

The bill entitled, ^^An act to raise by ivay of lottery

^

a sum of money for the purpose of building a meeting-

house in the borough of Chambersburg, Franklin county ^^^

T^-as read the third time.

Whereupon,
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The question, ''Shall this billpass ?'''' being put, was
determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Repre-
sentatives, with information, that Senate have passed the

said bill without amendment.
The bill entitled, "^77 act for the relief of John

Hut071.,''^ was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, ''' Shall this hillpassV* being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be presented to the House of Repre-
sentatives for concurrence.

The bill entitled, ''An act for the relief of George
Ste'venso?!^''^ was read the second time, considered by
section, and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

The bill entitled, "'An act to raise by ivay of lottery,

a sutn not exceeding i%vo thousandf'oe hundred dollarsfor
finishing a church in the town of Hanon)er, in the county

of Tork,'''' was read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Hart in the chair) for the further consi-

deration thereof. And,
After some time.

The committee rose, and reported the bill without
amendment.
The Clerk of the House of Representatives informed

the Senate, that the House of Representatives have con-
curred in the amendments by Senate, to the bill entitled,
" An act for the relief of Nathaniel Coulter."

And he presented for signature, the bills, entitled as

follow, to %mt

:

1. " An act to enable Joseph Marshall and William
Marshall to sell and convey the real estate of Andrew
Marshall, late of Hamilton township, Franklin county,

deceased."

2. " An act granting Joseph Gwyne the depreciation
of his pay as a soldier."

3. ** An act to allow further time for completing the
Frankford and Bristol turnpike road, and for erecting a
bridge over Neshamany creek."

28
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4. " An act for the relief of Dillaplain Ridgway."
5. '' An act to declare masquerades and masqued

balls to be common nuisances, and to punish those who
promote or encourage them."

6. " An act for the relief of Nathaniel Coulter."
And,

7. '
' The resolution relative to an amendment to the

constitution of the United States, respecting the total

prohibition of the importation of slaves."

AVhtreupon,
The Speaker signed the said bills, and resolution.
Mr. Mitchell called for the second reading of the

report of the committee on the subject of the amend-
ment of the Constitution of the United States, proposed
by the State of Vermont.

Moved by Mr. Heston and Mr. Sommer,
That the second reading and further consideration of

the said report, be the order of the day for Friday next.
Mr. Wayne and Mr. Miller mentioned Monday next.
Mr. Mitchell and Mr. Martin mentioned to-morrow.
Whereupon, after debate.

The question ^vas taken on the most distant day, and
determined in the negative.

The question was then taken on the motion for Friday,
and also disagreed to.

Thereupon,
The question on the motion for to-miorrow, was de-

termined in the affirmative.

Moved by Mr. Mitchell and Mr. Martin,
That when Senate adjourn, the adjournment be to 10

o'clock, to-morrow morning; which was not agreed to.

A motion was then made by Mr. Roberts and Mr.
Hiester, that the adjournment be till half past 10 o'clock,
to-morrow morning ; which was also disagreed to. '

Whereupon,
The Senate adjourned till 11 o'clock, to-morrow

morning.
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Wechieulay, February 10, 1808.

Mr. Harris presented the petition of the subscribers

thereto, inhabitants of the counties of Lycoming and

Centre ; stating, That the post road from Williamsport

to Alexandria, passes the Baid Eagle creek, near the

boundary Unes of the said counties, and is one of the

principal roads, which connects the eastern and western

counties ; that there is considerable difficulty and danger

at particular seasons of the year, in crossing the said

creek. Thcv therefore pray a grant of two thousand

five hundred dollars to enable them to erect a bridge

over the said creek. And the petition was tv/ice read,

and referred to Mr. Harris, Mr. Hiester, and Mr. Rahm,

to consider and report thereon.

The bill entitled, ''An act for the relief of George

Ste'Denson,''^ was read the third time.

Whereupon,
A motion \vas made by Mr. Roberts and Mr. Pcnnell,

that the said bill be re-committed to the committee vvho

reported it ; which was agreed to. •

The bill entitled, ''An act to raise by iday of lottery,

a sum not exceeding tvjo t/wusandf-ve himdred dollarsJor

fimshing a church in the town of Hano'ver, in the county

of Tork^^'' was read the second time, as reported by

committee of the whole yesterday, considered by section,

and agreed to.

Ordered, That the said bill be prepared for the third

reading.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives returned

the bill entided, " An act for the relief of the inhabitants

of the village of Palmyra, in the township of London-.

derry, Dauphin county." And informed, that the

House of Representatives have passed the said bill with

amendments, ]p. which the concurrence of Senate is

requested.

And he presented for concurrence, three bills, entitled

as follow, to %vii :

1. "An act to raise by way of lottery, a sum of

money to defray the expences incurred by the trustees

of the German Prtsbvterian, and German Lutheran
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congregations, in the borough of Carlisle and its vicinity,

in the county of Cumberland."
2. "A further supplement to an act entitled, " An

act to provide for the erection of a house for the em-
ployment and support of the poor in the county of

Dauphin."
3. " An act for the relief of Samuel Ashton."

V/liich were severally read the first time.

The amendments by the House of Representatives

to the bill entitled, " An act for the relief of the inha-

bitants of the village of Palmyra, in the township of

Londonderry, Dauphin county," were also read the

first time.

(These amendments are merely verbal, except that
*' three'''' commissioners instead of " /'ti'c," are required

to attend at the drawing of the lottery in the said act

authorized.)

A motion was made by Mr. Roberts and Mr. Pennell,

that the two first orders of the day be postponed, for

the purpose of proceeding to the second reading of the

report of the committee on the subject of the amend-
ment of the Constitution of the United States, proposed

by the State of Vermont.
After debate,

The question on the motion being put, was deter-

mined in the affirmative.

Whereupon,
Tlie said resolution was again read ; and, being under

consideration, to %mt :

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in General

Assembly met, That the Senators representing this State

in the Conri:rcss of the United States, be herebv in-

structed ; and, that the Representatives from this State in

the Congress aforesaid, be hereby requested to endeavor

to have the Constitution of the United States so amended,
as that the judges of the courts thereof shall hold their

oifices for a term of years ; that they shall be removed
by the President of the United States, on an address of

the majority of the jMembers present of the Senate and
House of Representatives of the United States, in

Congress assembled ; and, that on all trials of impeach-
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mcnt for high crimes and misdemeanors, a majority of

the Senate shall be competent to conviction.

Mr. Harris and Mr. Brady expressed their doubts of

the correctness of the committee, on the point of order,

in reporting the said resohuion, conceiving the resolu-

tion from the state of Vermont to be a specific proposi-

tion ; and, that consequently the committee should have

drawn a simple affirmative or negative result : but sub-

mitted the question of order to the Speaker:

The Speaker declared, that, in his opinion, although

the resolution reported by the committee was of more

extensive purport, yet it embraced the principles con-

tained in the resolution from Vermont; and, that it

would be more decorous to avoid a direct negative on

the proposition from that state : and moreover, that, as

Senate had received the report of the committee with

the resolution attached thereto, the question on the point

of order did not now apply.

Thereupon,
On motion of Mr. Roberts and Mr. Hart,

The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Pennell in the chair) for the further consi-

deration thereof. And,

After some time,
^ , ^

The committee rose, and reported the resolution witn-

out amendment.
Moved by Mr. Roberts and Mr. Mitchell,

^

That Senate proceed to the further consideration of

the said resolution.

A motion was then made by Mr. Sommer and Mr.

Hcston, to adjourn ; which was not agreed to.

Another motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Sommer

and Mr. Wayne ; which was also disagreed to.

Whereupon, .

The Yeas and Nays on the motion to proceed in the

consideration of the resolution, as reported by committee

of the whole, ^vere required by Mr. Wayne and Mr.

Sommer ; and, on the question being put, the Members

voted as follow, to wit:

YEAS. YEAS.
1. Mr. Blocher, 3. Mr. Hiester,

2. Mr. Hart, 4. Mr. Laird,
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Y£^AS. YEAS.
5. Mr. Martin, 10. Mr. Rankin,
6. Mr. M'Arthiir, n. Mr. Roberts,
7. Mr. Mitchell, 12. Mr. ^^1nce
8. Mr. Pennell, 13. Mr. Lane, ^Speaker.
9. Mr. Rahm, ^

NAYS. NAYS.
1. Mr. Brady, 7. Mr. Mayer
2. Mr. Campbell, 8. Mr. Miller,'
5. Mr. Gress, 9. Mr. Slavmaker
4. Mr. Harris, 10. Mr. Sommer,

'

5. Mr. Heston, H. Mr. Wayne.
6. Mr. Lattimore,

Thirteen Yeas and eleven Nays ; by which it appeared
that the question was determined in the affirmative'
And the said resolution was accordingly read the second
time.

Whereupon,
A motion was made by Mr. Sommer and Mr. Heston

to amend the resolution so as to read as follows, to -wk :
*' That the Senators representing this State in the Co"'

gress of the United States, be hereby instructed
; and

that the Representatives from this state in the Cono-ress
aforesaid, be hereby requested to endeavor to have the
Constitution of the United States so amended as that the
jiKlges of the courts thereof shall be removable from
oftce by the President, on the address of two-thirds of
each branch of the Legislature."
A motion v/as then made by Mr. Brady and Mr

Sommer, to postpone the consideration of the resolution
and motion to amend, for the present; which was rot
agreed to.

Thereupon,
The Yeas and Nays en the motion to amend, were

required by ?vlr. Brady and Mr. Miller; and, on the
question being put, the Members voted as follow
to "GJit

:

'

YEAS. YEAS '

L Mr. Brady, 5. 7!^-. Hc^ion,
2.. Ar. Campbell, 6. il/r. Lattimore,
5. M. Gress, 7. Jfr. Mayer,
4. 'i/r. Harris, 8. A'l'. JMiikr,
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YEAS.
9. Mr. Slaymker,

10. Mi\ Sommer,
NAYS.

1. Mr. Blocker,

2. Mr. Hart,

3. Mr. Hiester,

4. Mr. Laird,

5. Mr. Martin,

6. Mr, M'Arthur
7. Mr. Mitchell,

11.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

YEAS.
Mr. Wayne.

NAYS.
Mr. Pennell,

Mr. Rahm,
3fr. Rankin,

Mr. Roberts,

Mr. Vance.

3Ir. Lane, Speaker.

Eleven Yeas and thirteen Nays ; by which it appeared,

that the question was determined in the negative.

A motion was then made by Mr. Harris and Mr.

Brady, to amend the said resolution so as to read as

follows, to wit

:

. 1 r^
" That the Senators representing this state in the Con-

gress of the United States, be hereby instructed ;
and,

that the Representatives from this state in the Congress

aforesaid, be hereby requested to endeavor to have the

Constitution of the United States so amended, as will

empower the President of the United States to remove

from office any of the judges of the courts of the United

States, upon address to him made for that purpose, by a

majority of the House of Representatives and two-thirds

of the Senate, in Congress assembled."

On which motion,

Mr. Harris and Mr. Miller required the Yeas and

Nays ; and, on the question being put, the members

voted as follow, to wit :

YEAS.
1. Mr. Brady,

2. Mr. Campbell,

3. Mr. Gress,

4. Mr. Harris,

5. Mr. Heston,

6. Mr. LattimorCj

NAYS.
1. Mr. Blocher,

2. Mr. Hart,

3. Mr. Hiester,

4. Mr. Laird,

YEAS.
7. 3Ir. Mayer,

8. 3Ir. Miller,

9. 3Ir. Slaymakefj

10. Mr. Sommer,
11. Mr. Wayne,

B.

6.

7.

8,

NAYS.
Mr. Martin,

Mr. M'Arthur^

3Ir. Mitchell^

Mr, Pennell,
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NAYS. NAYS.
9. Mv. Rahm, 12. My. Vance,

10. Mr. Rankin, 13. M\\ Lane, Speaker,

11. Mr. Roberts,

Eleven Yeas and thirteen Nays ; by v/hich it appeared,

that the question was determined in the negative.

Thereupon,
The Yeas and Nays on adopting the resokition, as

reported by committee of the Vvhole, ^vere required by
Mr. Wayne and Mr. Sommer ; and, on the question

being put, the Members voted as follow, to ivit

.



JOURNAL OF THE SENATE. 225

from or near the Warren tavern (on the Pliiladelphia and
Lancaster turnpike) to intersect a road leading from
Reading-town ; that other petitions pray, that the said

route may commence at or near the fourteen mile stone,

on the Philadelphia and Lancaster turnpike, to the

Yellow Springs, then to intersect the road aforesaid.

The petitioners state, that the said road , if permitted to

be made, will for several miles be parallel to the Phila-

delphia and Lancaster turnpike ; consequently will not

much promote the convenience of the people in the

neighborhood, but will tend to injure the stock of the

present turnpike roads in the said county. And the said

petition was read, and

Laid upon the table.

Mr. Vance, from the committee of accounts, made
further report, in part; which was read as follows,

io wit :

That they have examined the accounts of George
Bryan, Clerk of the Senate (since last settlement, sixth

April last) and the vouchers for the disbursements of

the monies intrusted to him, and find, that he has ex-

pended the sum of fifty-two dollars and ninety-seven

cents, more than he received from the Senate.

The following is an abstract of the accounts of the

Clerk

:

Account of Printing.

Paid William Greear balance of his

account for printing bills, - 66
Paid J. Bumside balance of his ac-

count for printing the Journal in the

English language, - - 307 70
Paid H. Grimier balance of his ac-

count for Journal in German, 226 25
Paid for examining the printing work

of Senate, agreeably to an order of

December 9, 1806, - 10
Paid for examining the translation of

the Journal into German, 5
Paid W. Dickson for printing the

Index to Journal of last session, 87 50

Carriedforward, % 702 45
29
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Broughtforviard, % 702 45
Paid W. C. Smyth for printing the

Indexes to Journals of Senate from
the commencement of present con-

stitution to and incUidins^ the ses-

sion of 1800, 1801, (say eleven

sessions) - - 152
Paid for printing the Governor's ad-

dress to the present Legislature, 10

Account of Contingencies.

Balance due the Clerk, per settlement

of his accounts, April 6, 1807, S 3 92
Paid for stationary, - 131 67A
Wood and sawing, - - 77 60
Cellar rent for wood, - - 30
Binding and lettering books, - 42 1

Paid Adam Hart, per order of com-
mittee ofaccounts, cleaning Senate

chamber, &c. - - - 19 50
G. Heckart for transcribing bills last

session after his account had been
settled bv committee,

\\ hitewashing Senate chamber, com-
mittee room, &c.

Cleaning stove pipes,

Samuel White for sand,

Henry Keppele for painting,

Anthony Hook for a wheelbarrow,
Michael Heisley for smith work,
John Wilson for desks, &c.
Johii F. Steinman for sundries,

Conrad & Co. for Virginia Laws,
Sundry small accounts.

11
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Broughtforivard

J

Michael Kleine,

John Getz, junior,

Christopher Mayer,
Matthias Zahm,
Adam Hart, - - -

Richard Folwell, . . -

E. Pentland,

S. H. Smith,

Wilson & Halsey,

William Duane, . ^ .

John Wyeth,
James Cheetham, - -

George Kleine,

William M'Korkle,
William Dickson,
E. Bronson, ...
C. J. Huetter,

Allen & Springer,

Dr. Moore for postage on newspapers,

for postage on letters,

G. Heckart transcribing,

Total expenditures by the Clerk,

From which deduct the following,

to wit :

1807.

April 9. A warrant issued to the

Clerk, (see Journal, page

523) for - 81,000
Ditto, (page 524) for 319
Ditto, (page 552) for

Received of A. Hart for

an old stove belonging

to Senate, sold by him.
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The following is an abstract of the

printers' accounts, as settled by the

Clerk, to ivit :

Amount of W. Greear's account for

printing bills, - - - $266
Payments made, viz.

1806.

Dec. 19. By the Clerk, - g 100
1807.

Feb. 26. By ditto, - - 100
April 6. By Senate on warrant, 100
May 4. By the Clerk, - 66

366
Amount of John Burnside's account

for printing the Journal, - 21,207 70
Payments made.

1806.

Dec. 18. By Senate warrant, SSOO
1807.

March 9. By the Clerk, - 300
April 6. By Senate warrant 300
June 8. By the Clerk, - 80

19. By ditto, - - 200
Nov. 9. By ditto, - - 27 70

1,207 70
Henry Grimler's account for printing

the Journal in the German language, S 466 25
Payments made, to vj'it

:

1807.

April 3. By the Clerk, - 2 240
Aug. 24. By ditto, - - 190
Sept. 19. By ditto, - - 36 25

466 25
The committee of accounts report further : That it

appears by the certificates of Zachariah Poulson, junior,

of the city of Philadelphia, printer, and William Dick-
son, of the borough of Lancaster, printer, and of James
Steele, paper-maker, that the Clerk has performed his

duty, as prescribed in the resolution of the ninth De-
cember, one thousand eight hundred and six, to wit:
*' That the Clerk of the Senate, as soon as the printing

of tlie Journals and bills of this session are finished,

'
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shall employ a person skilled in printing to examine the

same, and report to him whether they have been done
agreeably to the resolution of one thousand eight hun-
dred and two." They therefore offer the following

resolution, to wit:

Resolved, That the Speaker draw his warrant on the

State-Treasurer, in favor of the Clerk, for the said

balance of fifty-two dollars and ninety-seven cents.

Ordered to lie upon the table.

Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Vance and Mr. Hart,

The said report was again read, considered, and the

resolution attached thereto adopted. And a warrant was
accordingly so drawn.

The bill entitled, ^'An act to raise by luay of lottery
y

a sum of money not exceeding two thousandfve hundred
dollarsforfinishing a church in the town ofHanover^ in

the county of Torky"* was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The Yeas and Nays on the passage of said bill, were

required by Mr. Vance and Mr. Miller ; and, on the

question, ^^ Shall this bill pass?''' being put, the Mem-
bers voted as follow, to wis

:
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The Secretary of the Commonwealth presented a

message from the Governor ; which was read as follows,

to imt:
" To the Senate and House of Representatives of the

Common\\)ealth of Pennsyhania.
" Gentlemen,

*' THE Secretar)- will lay before the

House of Representatives, two several reports, with the

accompanying drafts made to me by the commissioners

appointed under an act entitled, " An act for exploring

and making a road from the point where the Coshecton

and Great-Bend turnpike passes through Moosic moun-
tain, in a western direction, to the west line of the

state./' I request, tliat, when the two Houses shall have

done with them, the drafts and reports may be returned

to the Secretary's office.

^' THOMAS M'KEAN.
*' Lancaster, February II, 1808."

The bill entitled, "^/; act to enable the Go'vernor of
this Commonwealth to incorporate a companyfor the pur^

pose of making an artificial road, from the Philadelphia

and Lancaster turnpike road, near Randal Malin'^s store

^

to Jones'* tavern in Berks county,'''' was read the second

time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. M'Arthur in the chair) for the further con-

sideration thereof. And,
After some time.

The committee rose, and reported the bill with

amendments ; which were read as reported.

The bill entitled, "^/z act to enable commissioners to

conuey lots of ground in the toivn of Fanetsburg, in the

county of Franklin,^' was read the second time, consi-

dered by section, and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

On motion of Mr. Vance and Mr. Heston,

The following resolution Vvas twice read, considered,

and adopted, iJ ivit :

Resolved, That the Speaker draw his warrant on the

State-Treasurer, in favor of George Bryan, Clerk of

the Senate, for five hundred dollars, to enable him to
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defray the contingent expences thereof; he to be ac-

countable therefor.

Whereupon,
A warrant was accordingly so drawn.

Adjourned till 1 1 o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Friday^ February 12, 1808.

The Speaker laid before the Senate a letter from the

Secretary of the Commonwealth ; which was read, as

follows, to wit:
'-^ Secretary^s-Office, Lancaster^ Feb. 12, 1808.

*'SlR,
" AGREEABLY to the directions of an Act of

^he General Assembly entitled, " An act directing the

mode of taking testimony in cases of complaint against

justices of the peace," I have this day laid before the

House of Representatives sundry depositions, cross-

examinations, and interrogatories, taken in the case of

Jacob Adams, esquire, one of the justices of the peace

in and for the county of Adams, before William Gilli-

land, esquire, one of the associate judges of the said

county ; which were received last evening.
" I am, Sir, respectfully,

" Your obedient servant,

"T. M. THOMPSON, Sec.

" The Hon, the Speaker of Senate.''^

Mr. M'Arthur presented the memorial of the citizens

composing the sixteenth division of the militia of Penn-

sylvania, stating the defenceless situation of the western

and northern frontiers of the state ; that in case of a war
between the United States and England, the people on
those frontiers will be exposed to all the horrors and
murderous warfare of a savage enemy ; that the infor-

mation of the memorialists lead them to believe, that in

the neighborhood of Detroit a body of more than two
thousand Indians are ready to commence their attacks,

as soon as war may take place between the two countries^

The memorialists then state, at considerable lengthy

their opinion of the best mode of defence, and pray the
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attention of the Legislature thereto. And the said

memorial was twice read, and referred to the committee
of the whole, when the bill respecting the defence of

the northern and western frontiers shall be under the

consideration of that committee.

Mr. Campbell presented the petition of John Cava-

nough ; stating, That he served his country in various

situations during the late revolutionary war; that he was
wounded, by the effects of which, and advanced age,

he is rendered unable to support himself; he therefore

prays relief. And the said petition was twice read, and
referred to Mr. Campbell, Mr. Miller, and Mr. Mit-

chell, to consider and report thereon.

Mr. Mayer presented the petition of the subscribers

thereto, inhabitants of the borough of Lancaster ; stating,

That the pov/ers under the act of incorporation are too

vague and feeble to answer the objects thereof ; they

therefore pray, that a law may be passed, placing them
upon a footing with other boroughs in this Common-
wealth. And the said petition was twice read, and
referred to Mr. Mayer, Mr. Slaymaker, and Mr. Blocher,

to consider and report thereon.

Mr. Wayne, from the committee to whom was re-

committed, on the twenty-eighth of last month, the bill

entitled, '•'An act granting a tract of donation land to

fVUliam M''Cormick,'^'' reported the said bill with one
amendment; which was read as reported.

The bill entitled, ^^An act to enable commissioners to

convey lots ofground in the tovsn of Fanetsburg^ in the

county of Franklin^'''' was read the third time.

Whereupon
J

The question, " Shall this billpass ?'''' being put, was
determhied in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Repre-

sentatives, with information, that Senate have passed

the same without amendment.
The Clerk of the House of Representatives returned

the '* resolution proposing an amendment in the Con-
stitution of the United States, relative to the judiciary

thereof;" and informed the Senate, that the House of

Representatives had passed the same without amend-
ment.
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He also informed.

That the House of Representatives have concurred iti

the amendment by Senate to the bill entitled, '
' An act

for establishing and building a bridge across the river

Schuylkill, at or near the falls thereof."

The bill entitled, ''^An act to authorize and anpower
Priscilla Dill, ividow of 77/0mas Dill, deceased; William

IVireman, senior, and JVilUam Wireman, junior, guar-

dia?is of the minor children of Thomas Dill, and admin-

istrators of the estate of Caleb Dill, deceased; to sell and
con-Dey two se'veral tracts of land in Manalian township,

in the county of York,'''' was read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. M'Arthur in the chair) for the further con-

sideration thereof. And,
After some time.

The committee rose, and reported the said biil with

amendments ; which were read as reported.

The bill entitled, "-An act for the relief of Thomas
Atkinson,'^'' was read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Pennell in the chair) for the further consi-

deration thereof. And;
After some time.

The committee rose, reported progress, and had leave

to sit again on Monday next.
" Moved by Mr. Roberts and Mr. Hart,

Resolved, That the resolution for instructing the

Senators, and requesting the Representatives from this

State, in the Congress of the United States, to use their

endeavors to procure an amendment to the Constitution

of the United States, respecting the offices of the judges
of the Federal Courts, and trials on impeachment, be
signed by the Speaker of the Senate ; and, that one copy
thereof be transmitted by him to the Members of the
Senate, and one copy to the Members of the House of
Representatives from this State, m the Congress of the
United States.

Ordered to lie upon the table.

A motion was then made by Mr. Roberts and Mr,
30
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Pennell, to proceed to the second reading and further

consideration of the said resolution.

Whereupon, after debate,

The Yeas and Nays on the question, ^'- Shall this

resolution be read the second time?'''' were required by
Mr. Laird and Mr. Wayne ; and, on the question being

put, the Members voted as follow, to wit :

YEAS. YEAS.
1. Mr. Bloclier, 7. Mr. Mitchell,

2. Mr. Hart, 8. Mr. Pennell,

3. Mr. Hiester, 9. Mr. Rahm,
4. Mr. Laird, 10. Mr. Rankin,

5. Mr. Martin, 11. Mr. Roberts,

6. Mr. M'xYrthur, 12. Mr. Lane, Speaker.

NAYS. NAYS.
1. Mr. Brady, 7. Mr. Mayer,
2. Mr. Campbell, S. Mr. Miller,

3. Mr. Gress, 9. Mr. Slaymaker,

4. Mr. Harris, 10. Mr. Sommer,
5. Mr. Heston, 11. Mr. Wayne.
6. Mr. Lattimore,

Twelve Yeas and elexen Nass ; by which it appeared^

that the question was determined in the affirmative.

Thereupon,
The said resolution was read the second time ; and,

being under consideration :

After debate,

A motion was made by jMr. Harris and IMr. Sommer,
to postpone the further consideration of the same for

the present ; which was not agreed to.

Whereupon,
The Y'eas and Nays on adopting the said resolution,

vxcre required by Mr. Wayne and Mr. Heston ; and,

on the question being put, the Members voted as followj

to wii

:
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terda}'^ referred the petition of the subscribers thereto,

inhabitants of the borough of Lancaster ; on leave now
given, reported the bill entitled, "^/2 acr to alter an act

to re-establish the ancient corporation of the burgesses and
inhabitants of the borough of Lancaster^ in the county

of Lancaster ;'''' which was read the first time.

Mr. Pennell, from the committee to whom was re-

ferred, on the nineteenth of last month, the bill entitled,

'^An act granting a tract of donation land to John
Morris^''"' reported the said bill with one amendment;
which was read as reported.

The bill entitled, '"''An act to authorize and empower
Friscilla Dill, widow of Thomas Dill, deceased; William
Wiremati^ senior , and William Wireman^ junior, guar-

dians of the minor children of Tlwmas Ddl ; and admin-

istrators of the estate of Caleb Dill, deceased; to sell and
cowuey one-fourth part of two se'ueral tracts of land i?t

Manahan township, in the county of Tork,'''' was read

the second time, as reported by committee of the whole

yesterday, considered by section, and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

The bill entitled, '^An actgranting a tract of donation

land to William M'-Corinick,^'' was read the second time,

as reported by select committee yesterday, considered

by section, and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

The bill entitled, "yl;z act to enable the elders, war-

dens and members of the Lutheran and Presbyterian

congregations in Robinson township, Berks county, to raise

by way of lottery, a sum of money for the purpose of
building a meeting-house and school-bouse in the said

township,'''^ was read the second time, considered by
section, and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

Moved by Mr. Roberts and Mr. Hart,

Resolved, That the resolution instructing the Se-

nators, and requesting the Representatives from this

State, in the Congress of the United States, to endeavor

to procure an amendment to the Constitution of the

United States, to prevent the importation of slaves into

the said states or territories thereof, be signed by the

Speaker of the Senate ; and, that one cop}^ thereof be
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by him transmitted to the Senators from this State, and
one copy to the Representatives therefrom, in the Con-
gress of the United States.

Ordered to he upon the table.

A motion was then made by Mr. Mitchell and Mr.
Pennell, that the said resolution be again read ; which
was agreed to.

Whereupon,
The said resolution was read the second time, con-

sidered, and adopted.

On leave given, Mr. M'Arthur read a bill in his

place ; and, by permission, presented the same to the

chair, entitled, "^ supplement to the act entitled^ '"'•An

actfor raising by %vay of lottery the sum of six thousand

dollars
.^
for defraying the expences of making an aqueduct

to conduct water into the toivn of Meadville ;''^ which was
read the first time.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented

for concurrence, two bills, entitled as follow, to %uit:

1. " An act to validate and confirm the proceedings

of certain justices of the peace, in the county of Adams,
in cases therein mentioned."

2. " An act to enable certain persons therein named,
to sell and convey a messuage and lot ofground, devised

by the late John Keble to the corporation of St. Paul's

church, in the city of Philadelphia, for the use of aged
widows, communicants of the said church."

And he presented for signature.

The bill entitled, " An act to raise by way of lot-

tery, a sum of money for the purpose of building a

meeting-house in the borough of Chambersburg, Frank-

lin county."

Whereupon,
The Speaker signed the same.

The bills presented for concurrence, , were severally

read the first time.

• The report of the committee to whom ^^'as referred

the seventh item of the report of the committee on the

Governor's address, respecting general regulations as to

election districts, fisheries, water-courses, &c. read on
the first instant, was again read, considered) and the

resolution attached thereto adopted, to wit :

Resolved, That it is inexpedient for the Legislature
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to transfer the power of regulating election districts,

mill-darns, fisheries, or water-courses.

The report of the committee of the whole, (negativing

the first section) on the bill entitled, ''An aet to raise by

miay of lottery^ a sum of money for the purpose of erecting

a school-house in Shippenshurg^ in the county of Cumber-
land^'''' read on the eighth instant, was again read.

Whereupon,
The Yeas and Nays on adopting the said report, were

required by Mr. Roberts and Mr. Pennell ; and, on
the question being put, the Members voted as follo^v,

to %\)it:

YEAS. YEAS.
1. Mr. Campbell, 5. Mr. Miller,

2. Mr. Harris, 6. Mr. Mitchell,

3. Mr. Heston, 7. Mr. Pennell,

4. Mr. Martin, 8. Mr. Roberts.

NAYS. NAYS.
1. Mr. Blocher, 8. Mr. M 'Arthur,

2. Mr. Brady, 9. Mr. Rahm,
3. Mr. Gress, 10. Mr. Slaymaker,

4. Mr. Hart, 11. Mr. Sommer,
5. Mr. Hiester, 12. Mr. Vance,

6. Mr. Laird, 13. Mr. Wayne,
7. Mr. Mayer, 14. Mr. Lane, Speaker,

Eight Yeas and fourteen Nays ; by which it appeared,

that the question was determined in the negative.

Thereupon,
Section I. recurrino;

:

The question on agreeing thereto being put, was
determined in the affirmative.

The remaining sections, "with the title, being agreed

to:

Ordered, That the said bill be prepared for the third

reading.

The amendments by the House of Representatives on
the bill entitled, ''An actfor the relief of the inhabitants

of the milage of Palmyra, in t/ie township oj London-

derry, Dauphin county,^'' read on the tenth instant, were
again read, considered, and concurred in.

Ordered, I'hat the Cierk acquaint the House of

Representatives thereof.
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On motion of Mr. Laird and Mr. Mitchell,

The Senate resumed the consideration of the report

of the committee on the subject of *' Graydon's Justice^^

postponed for the present on the eighth instant.

And the resohition attached thereto, being under con=

sideration, to ivk

:

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Commonwealth
be, and is liereby required to purchase from William
Graydon, esquire, copies of " Graydon^s Justice^^^

(provided he can obtain them for tv/o dollars and fifty

cents per copy) and have them deposited in his office,

to be distributed amongst the justices of the peace, in

such manner as the Legislature may direct.

A motion was made by Mr. Wayne and Mr. Laird,

to postpone the said resolution for the purpose of in-

serting one, which Mr, Wayne read in his place ; which
was agreed to.

Whereupon,
The substitute was read, as follows, to ivit

:

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in General
Assembly met, That the Secretary of the Common-
wealth be, and he is hereby directed to purchase from
W^illiam Graydon, esquire, copies of ' * Graydon^s

Justice^'''' (provided he can obtain them for two dollars

and fifty cents per copy) and have them deposited in his

office, to be distributed am.ongst the justices of the

peace, in such manner and under such conditions as the

Legislature may hereafter direct.

And, being under consideration

:

After debate,

A motion was made by Mr. Vance and Mr. M'Ar-
thur, to postpone the further consideration thereof for

the present ; vvhich '^vas agreed to.

Mr. Miller, from the comm/ittce appointed for that

purpose, made report. That the committee, in con-

junction with the committee of the House of Represen-
tatives, this day presented to the Governor, for his

approbation, the bills, and resolution, entitled as follow,

to wit

:

1. *' An act to raise by way of lottery, a sum of
money for the purpose of erecting a scliool-house, for
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the use of the joint Lutheran and Reformed congrega-

tions, at the Union church in Whitehall township, in

the county of Northampton, and to defray the expences

of said church."

2. '' An act to declare masquerades and masqued
balls to be comm.on nuisances, and to punish those who
promote or encourage them."

3. " An act to raise by WTiy of lottery, a sum not

exceeding four tliousand dollars, for purchasing a lot or

lots of ground, building a school-house and house of

religious worship thereon, in the borough of Bedford."
4. " An act to raise by way of lotter}', a sum of

money for the purpose of finishing the meeting-house

in Wilkesbarre, and for protecting the bank of the river,

opposite the borough, from the encroachments of the

river."

5. " An act to allow further time for completing the

Frankford and Bristol turnpike road, and erecting a

bridge over Neshamany creek."

6. " An act for the relief of Nathaniel Coulter."

7. '' An act to raise by way of lottery, a sum not

exceeding two thousand dollars, for building a house of

religious Vvorship in Limerick township, Montgomery
county."

8. " An act for the relief of Dillaplain Ridgway."
9. '^ An act granting Joseph Gvvyne the depreciation

of his pay as a soldier."

10. " An act to enable Joseph Marshall and William
Marshall to sell and convey the real estate of Andre^v
Marshall, late of Hamilton township, Franklin county,

deceased."

IL " A resolution directing the ?vlaster of Rolls to

furnish copies of the laws to the Secretary of the Com-
monwealth."

Adjourned till 11 o'clock, Monday morning.

Mojiday, February 15, 1808,

Mr. Martin, from the committee to "^vhom was re-

ferred on the ninth instant, the petition of Andrew
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Crookshank, on leave now given, reported the bill en-

titled, ^'An act for the relief of Andrevj Crooksha7ik;''^

which was read the first time.

The bill entitled, "7^77 act to authorize and eijipower

Priscilla Dill^ %viclo\v of Thomas Dill^ deceased; William

Wireman^ senior, and William Wircman^ junior^ guar-

dians of the minor children of Thomas Dill ; and admin-

istrators of the estate of Caleb Dilly deceased ; to sell and
conrcey one-fourth part of tivo se'ueral tracts of land in

Manahan towns/iip, in the county of Tork^'''' was read

the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, '-'- Shall this billpass ?'''' being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be presented to the House of Repre-

sentatives for concurrence.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented

for concurrence, the bill entitled, " An act authorizing:

the sale of real estate, late the property of Adam Imbody,
of Berks county, deceased;" which was read the first

time.

The bill entitled, '•^An act to enable the elders, war-
dens and inembers of the Lutheran and Presbyterian

congregations in Robinson to%vnship, Berks county ^ to raise

by ixsay of lottery, a sum of money for the purpose of
building a meeting-house and school-house in the said

toivnship^^'' was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, ''• Shall thh billpassV'' being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Repre-
sentatives, with information, that Senate have passed the

said bill without amendment.
The Secretary of the Commonwealth presented a

message from the Governor ; which was read as follows,

to wit:
^' To the Senate and House of Representatiues of the

Commo7iwealth of Pennsyhania.
*^' Gentlemen,

'* I HAVE this day approved and
signed the following Acts and Resolutio?i of the General
Assemblv, and directed the Sccrctarv to return the

31
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same to the House of Representatives, in which they

originated.

1. '* An act for the rehef of Nathaniel Coulter."

2. " An act to allow further time for completing the

Frankford and Bristol turnpike road, and erecting a

bridge o\'er Neshamany creek."

3. "An act to raise by way of lottery, a sum not

exceeding two thousand dollars, for building a house of

religious worship in Limerick township, Montgomery
county."

4. *' An act for the relief of Dillaplain Ridgwny."
5. " An act to raise by way of lottery, a sum of

money for the purpose of finishing the meeting-house
in ^Vilkesbarre, and for protecting the bank of the river,

opposite the borough, from tlie encroachments of the

river."

6. " An 'act to enable Joseph Marshall and William
Marshall to sell and convey the real estate of Andrew
Marsliall, late of Hamilton township, Franklin county,

deceased."

7. ^' An act to declare masquerades and masqued
balls to be common nuisances, and to punish those who
promote or encourage them."

8. " An act to raise by way of lottery, a sum of

money for the purpose of erecting a school-house, for

4he use of the joint Lutheran and Reformed congrega-

tions, at the Union church in Whitehall township, in

the county of Northampton, and to defray the expences
of said church."

9. " An act granting Joseph Gwyne the depreciation

of his pay as a soldier."

10. " An act to raise by way of lottery, a sum not

exceeding four thousand dollars, for purchasing a lot or

lots of ground, building a school-house and houF:€ of

religious worship thereon, in the borough of Bedford."

11. "A resolution enjoining a certain duty on the

Master of Rolls."
'' THOMAS M'XEAN.

" Lancaster, February 15, 1808."

The bill entitled, ''Jji act to raise by ivoy of lottery

^

a Slim of moiiey for the purpose of erecting a schoolJiousc

in the county of Cumberland^'''' A'\"as read the third time.
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Whereupon,
The question, " Shall this billpass ?" behig put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Repre-

sentatives, with information, that Senate have passed

the said bill without amendment.
The bill entitled, ''An act g7~anting a tract of donation

land to William M'Cormick,^'' was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, *' Shall this billpass ?''^ being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Repre-

sentatives, with information, that Senate have passed the

said bill with one amendment, in which the concurrence

of that House is requested ; which amendment is, that

the Land-Officers shall insert a clause in the patent to be

issued to William JVPCormick, to render the land in-

alienable during his life-time.

The bill entitled, ''An act granting a tract ofdonation
land to John Morris^'''' was read the second time, as

reported by select committee, considered by section,

and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

Agreeably to order, the Senate resumed in committee
of the whole, (Mr. Hart in the chair) the consideration

of the bill entitled, '•'•An act to enable the Go'uenior to

incorporate a company to make an artificial road, by the

best ajid nearest route, from the town of Hanoijer, in tlie

county of York, to the Maryland line, at or near the place

the turnpike from Baltimore to the state line, towards

Hanon^er, ivill strike the same,'*'' And,
After some time.

The committee rose, and reported the bill with one

amendment ; which was read as reported.

On motion of Mr, Wayne and Mr. Sommer,
The committee of the v/hole v/as discharged from the

further consideration of the bill entitled, ^'An act for
the relief of Thomas Atkinson.''^

Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Wayne and Mr, Pennell, '

The said bill was considered by section.

The first and only section being under consideration :
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After debate,

The Yeas and Nays on agreeing thereto, were required

by Mr. M'Arthur and Mr. Hiester; and, on the ques-

tion being put, the Members voted as follow, to %mt

:
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a bill, granting dollars, to be applied in

building a bridge over Bald- Eagle creek, ^ where the

post-road from Williamsport, in Lycoming county, to

Alexandria, crosses the same.

The bill entitled, "An actgrant'mg a tract of donation

land to John Morris,'" was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, '' Shall this bill pass?'' being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Repre-

sentatives, with information, that Senate have passed the

same with one amendment, in which the concurrence of

that House is requested.

The amendment is, that a clause be inserted in the

patent to render the said land inalienable during the life-

time of the said John Morris.

The bill entitled, "J/z act to enable the Governor to

incorporate a company, to make an artificial road, by the

best and nearest route, from the town of Hanover, l. the

county of Tork, to the Marylaml line, at or near ti,.e

place the turnpikefrom Baltimore to the state line, towards

Hanover, will strike the same,'''' was read the second

time, as reported by committee of the whole yesterday,

and considered by section.

Sections L and H. were severally adopted.

Section HL being under consideration :

A motion was made by Mr. Roberts and Mr. Hart,

to amend the section, by inserting a provision, declaring,

that persons voting by proxy shall authorize their agent,

,*' by power of attorney lawfully executedy'"' only.

On which motion,

Mr. Roberts and Mr. Wayne required the Yeas and

Nays ; and, on the question being put, the Members

voted as follow, to wit :

YEAS. YEAS.
1. Mr. Hart, 5. Mr. Pennell,

• 2. Mr, Hiester, 6. Mr. Roberts,

3. Mr. Martin, 7. Mr. Vance,

4. Mr. M' Arthur, 8. Mr. Lane, Speaker.

NAYS. NAYS.
1. Mr. Blocher, 3. Mr. Campbell,

2. Mr. Brady, 4. Mr. Gress,
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sum ofmoney to defray the expences incurred by the trustees

of the German Presbyterian and German Lutheran con-

gregations in the borough of Carlisle and its vicinity, in

the county of Cumberland;^ M^as read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Pennell in the chair) for the furtl^er consi-

deration thereof. And,
After some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill without

amendment.
The bill entitled, "^ further supplement to the act

entitled, '^An act to provide for the erection of a house

for the employment and support of the poor in the county

ofDauphin,'' was read the second time, considered by-

section, and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

The bill entitled, "-An act to ^oalidate and confirm the

proceedings of certain justices of the peace in the county

of Adams, in cases therein mentioned,"" was read the

second time, considered by section, and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

Mr. Laird asked and obtained leave of absence for

Mr. Lattimore, and Mr. Rankin, for a few days.

The resolution relative to the library of the General

Assembly, as reported by committee of the whole on

the twenty-fifth of last month, was read the second

time.

Whereupon,
A motion was made by Mr. Wayne and Mr. Pennell,

to postpone the further consideration of the said resolu-

tion, and recommend it to the attention of the Senate at

their next session ; which was agreed to.

Adjourned till 11 o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Wednesday, February 17? 1808.

Mr. Brady presented the petition of Archibald

^'PGuire, late second lieutenant, appointed by General

John Armstrong ; stating, That he served in the revo-
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lutionur}^ war in that capacity, in an independent corps;

that he did not receive the depreciation of his pay, nor,

dojiation land ; he therefore prays, that such provision

may be made as will place him on a footing with those

similarly situated, and who have been allowed both

depreciation and donation land. And the said petition

was twice read, and referred to Mr. Brady, Mr. Miller,

and Mr. Campbell, to consider and report thereon.

Mr. Campbell, from the committee to whom was
referred on the twenty-ninth of last month, the memorial
of John Morris, doctor of medicine, residing in the

borough of York ; on leave now given, reported the bill

entitled, '•'An actfor the relief ofJohn Morris ;'^'' which
was read the first time.

The bill entitled, ''An act to enable the Goiierfior to

incorporate a company to make an artficial road^ by the

best and nearest route
^ from the to\mi of Hano'ver, in the

county of York, to the Maryland I'mey at or near theplace

ivhere the turnpike from Baltimore to the state line

towards Hanoiser, ivill strike the same^-'' was read the

third time.

Whereupon,
The question, " Shall this bill pass ?''^ being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Repre-

sentatives, with information, that Senate have passed

the said bill with one (verbal) amendment, in which
the concurrence of that House is requested.

The bill entitled, 'Win act to 'nalidate and confirm the

proceedings of certain justices of the peace in tJie county

of Adams ^ in cases therein fnentioned^''^ was read the third

time.

Whereupon,
The question, " Shall this bill pass?'''' being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Repre-

sentatives, with iiiformation, that Senate have passed

the said bill without amendment.
The bill entitled, ''A further supplement to the act

entitled^ ''An act to proroidefor the erection of a hoiisefor

the employment and support of the poor in the county of
Dauphin,'''' was read the diird time.
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Whereupon,
The question, '^ Shall this billpass ?'''' being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Repre-

sentatives, with information
J

that Senate have passed

the same without amendment.
The bill entitled, ''An act to ?-aise by ivay of lottery, a

Slim ofmoney to defray the expences incurred by the trustees

of the German Presbyterian and German LutheraJi con-

gregations i?i the borough of Carlisle and its vicinity^ in

the county of Cumberland^'''' was read the second time
as reported by committee of the whole yesterday, con-

sidered by section, and agreed to.

Ordered, Tliat it be prepared for the third reading.

The bill entitled, ''An act to enable the Go'uernor of
this Commonwealth to incorporate a companyfor the pur-
pose of making an artificial road^ from the Philadelphia

and Lancaster turnpike road near Randal Malin^s store,

to Jones'' taijern in Berks comity,'''' was read the second
time as reported by committee of the whole on the

eleventh instant, and considered by section.

Section I. being under consideration :

A motion was made by Mr. Robejts and Mr. Vance,
to amend the section, by inseiting a provision, obliging

every person who should subscribe in the name of ano-

ther person, " to produce a power of attorney duly exe-

cuted ;'''' which was not agreed to.

The section was adopted.

Section H. was also agreed to.

Section HI. being under consideration :

A motion was made by jVIr. Roberts and Mr. Hart,

to amend the section, by inserting a provision of similar

purport with the foregoing, as it respects the right of

voting ; which was not agreed to.

The section was :idopted.

Sections IV. V. VI. VIL were severally adopted.

Section VIII. being under consideration :

A motion was made by Mr. Roberts and Mr. M'Ar-
thur, to amend the section, by inserting a provision
*^ obliging the company to obtain the consent of th?

owner of any land through which the said turnpike may
32
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pass, before they enter the same for the purpose of

opening the road ;" which was not agreed to.

The section was adopted.

Sections IX. to XV. inclusive, were severally agreed

to.

Section XVI. being under consideration :

A motion Was made by Mr. Roberts and Mr Hiester,

to amend the section, by striking out that part which
permits the company to raise the toll, if at the end of

two years the clear yearly profits shall not amount to six

per cent, per annum ; which was not agreed to.

The section was adopted.

The remaining sections, with the title, being agreed
to:

Ordered, That the said bill be prepared for the third

reading.

The bill entitled, '^Jln act repealing the first section of
the act entitledy ^'Afi act supplementary to an act entitled,

^''An act that no public house or hvi imthin this province

be kept "without licence
,'''' was read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Brady in the chair) for the further consi-

deration thereof. And,
After some time.

The committee rose, and reported the bill with
amendments ; which were read as reported.

The bill entitled, ^'An act for the relief of Samuel
Ashton^'^'' was read the second time, considered by sec-

tion, and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

Adjourned till 11 o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Thursday, February 18, 1808.

The bill entitled, ^'An act to raise by "way of lottery
.^

a sum ofmoney to defray the expences incurred by the trus-

tees of the German Presbyterian and Ger?nan Lutheran
congregations in the borough of Carlisle and its ijicinity,

in the county of Cumberland,^'' was read the third time.
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Whereupon,
The Yeas and Nays on the passage of said bill, were

required by Mr. Vance and Mr. Roberts ; and, on the

question, ^^ Shall this billpass ?^^ being put, the Mem-
bers voted as follow, to wit

:



252 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE.

for concurrence, the bill entitled, '^ An act to afford im-

mediate relief to James Waters, a soldier during the

revolutionary war, and to grant him an annuity."

And for signature, the bills entitled as follow, to luh :

1. " An act to raise by way of lottery, a sum of

money for the purpose of erecting a school-house in

Shippensburg, in the county of Cumberland."
2. *' An act for establishing and building a bridge

across the river Schuylkill, at or near the falls thereof."

3. " An act to enable commissioners to convey lots

of ground in the town of Fanetsburg,, in the county of

Franklin."

And he informed, That the House of Representatives

have concurred in the amendments by Senate to the bill

entitled, "^7z act granting a tract of donation land to

William M' Cormick. '

'

The bill presented for concurrence, was read the first

time.

The Speaker signed the bills presented for signature.

The bill entitled, '-'•An act to promdefor the education

of children under a certain age^^^ was read the second

time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Pennell in the chair) for the further consi-

deration thereof. And,
After some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill with

amendments ; which were read as reported.

The bill entitled, ^^An act to prei^ent the Clerks in the

Land-Offices^ from acting as agents for persons having

business in those offices
^^'' was read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Miller in the chair) for the further consi-

deration thereof. And,
After some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill with

amendments ; which were read as reported.

The bill entitled, ''An act to restrain the evilpractice

of horse-racing^'''^ was read the second time as reported

by select committee on the sixteenth instant, considered

by section, and agreed to.
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The title having been amended so as to read, ^^An

act more effectually to restrain the evil practice of horse-

racingy'" and agreed to :

Ordered, That the said bill be prepared for the third

reading.

Adjourned till 11 o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Friday
J
February 19, 1808.

Mr. Slaymaker, from the committee to whom was

referred on the twenty-eighth of last month, the petition

of Jacob Mayer, on leave now given, reported the bill

entitled, ""An act to dissolve the marriage of Jacob

Mayer and Catharine his vjife ;'^ which was read the

first time.

Mr. Rahm, from the committee to whom was refer-

red on the first of last month, the petitions of Wendel
Fortney, Emanuel Bollinger, Valentine Weirich, and

John Burnheatter ; on leave now given, reported the bill

entitled, '^An act for the relief of Etnanuel Bollinger

and Valentine Weirich ;" which was read the first time.

The bill entitled, ''''An act to enable the Governor of
this Commonwealth to incorporate; a company for the pur-

pose of making an artificial road, from the Philadelphia

and Lancaster turnpike road near Randal Malin^s storey

to Jones' tavern, in Berks county,''' was read the third

time.

Whereupon,
The Yeas and Nays on the passage of the said bill,

were required by Mr. Vance and Mr. Wayne ; and, on

the question, ^^ Shall this bill pass?'' being put, the

Members voted as follow, to wit :

YEAS. YEAS.
Mr. Mayer,
Mr. Miller,

Mr. Mitchell,

Mr. Rahm,
Mr. Slaymaker,

Mr. Wayne,
15. Mr. Lane, Speaker,

1.
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NAYS. NAYS.
1. Mr. Hiester, 4. Mr. Pennell,

2. Mr. Martin, 5. Mr. Roberts,

3. Mr. M'Arthur, 6. Mr. Vance.

Fifteen Yeas and six Nays ; by which it appeared,

that the question was deteniiined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the said bill be presented to the House
of Representatives for concurrence.

The bill entitled, '''An act to pro'didefor the education

of children under a certain age,^^ was read the second

time as reported by committee of the whole, and consi-

dered by section.

Section I. being under consideration :

A motion was made by Mr. Wayne and Mr. Hart,

to amend the section, by inserting a provision " for

procuring the approbation of the assistant- assessors to

the list of children whose parents are unable to pay for

their schooling, before the commissioners proceed to

levy a tax therefor;" which was agreed to.

A motion was then made by Mr. Roberts and Mr.
Hart, further to amend the section, by adding to the

end thereof the following :
*' Provided, that no child

shall be taught at the public expence for a longer time

than four years, in consequence of tliis act;" which was
agreed to.

The section as amended was adopted.

The remaining sections, with the title, having been
agreed to

:

Ordered, That the said bill be prepared for the third

reading.

The bill entitled, "u^/z act to pre'uent the Clerks in the

Land-Officesfrom acting as agents to any person or per-

sons in transacting business in those offices,'''' was read

the second time as reported by committee of the whole
yesterday, considered by section, and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

The bill entitled, "An act to enable certain persons

therein named, to sell and convey a messuage and lot of
ground demised by the late John Keble to the corporation

of St. PauVs church, in t/ie city of Philadelphia, for
the use of aged ividows, communicants of said church,^''

was read the second time.
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Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Wayne in the chair) for the further consi-

deration thereof. And,
After some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill with one
amendment ; which was read as reported.

The bill entitled, ^^An act to afford imtnediate relief

to James JVaterSy a soldier during the revolutionary nvar,

and to grant him an annuity i*"* was read the second

time, and referred to Mr. Wayne, Mr. Roberts, and
Mr. Hart, to consider and report thereon.

The bill entitled, ''An act granting Andrew Crook-

shank the depreciation of his pay as a sergeant^ in the

late rewlutionary ivdr,^^ was read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Laird in the chair) for the further consi-

deration thereof. And,
After some time.

The committee rose, and reported the bill with
amendments ; which were read as reported.

The bill entitled, *' An act for the relief of John
Ashton^'''* was read the second time as reported by select

committee the third instant, to whom it had been re-

committed.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. M*Arthur in the chair) for the further

consideration thereof. And,
After some time.

The committee rose, reported progress, and had leave

to sit again on Monday next.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented

for concurrence, three bills, entitled as follow, to wit:
1. " An act to change the name of Christian Febiger

Carson, to Christian Carson Febiger."
2. "An act declaring Big Mahoning creek, in Arm-

strong and Indiana counties, a public highway."
3. "An act enjoining certain duties upon the Trea-

surer of this Commonwealth."
And he presented for signature, the bills entitled as

follow, to %vit

:
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1. *' An act to raise by way of lottery a sum not ex-

ceeding two thousand five hundred dollars, for finishing

a church in the town of Hanover, in the county of

York."
2. *' An act to enable the elders, wardens, and mem-

bers of the Lutheran and Presbyterian congregations in

Robinson township, Berks county, to raise by way of

lottery a sum of money, for the purpose of building a

meeting-house and school-house in the said township."

And informed. That the House of Representatives

had concurred in the amendments by Senate to the bills

entitled as follow

:

1. " An act granting a tract of donation land to John

Morris."
2. "An act to enable the Governor to incorporate a

company to make an artificial road, by the best and

nearest route, from the town of Hanover, in the county

of York, to the Maryland line, at or near the place the

turnpike from Baltimore to the state line towards Han-
over, will strike the same."

The bills presented for concurrence, were severally

read the first time.

The Speaker signed the bills presented for signature.

On motion of Mr. Wayne and Mr. Pemiell,

The bill entitled, "An act to change the name of

Christian Febiger Carson, to Christirin Carson Febiger,"

was read the second time, considered by section, and
agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Wayne and Mr. Pennell, and by

unanimous consent, the said bill was read the third time.

Thereupon,
' The question, '* Shall this hillpass i'^'' being put, was
determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Repre-

sentatives, with information. That Senate ha^e passed

the said bill without amendment.
On motion of Mr. Hart and ?vlr. Brady,

The Senate resumed the consideration of the thirteenth

item of the report of unfinished business, postponed for

the present on the seventh of December last, to %v'n

:
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The bill entitled, ^^An act allowing tlw Philadelphia

hank to establish branches.'^''

Whereupon,
The said item was referred to Mr, Hart, Mr. Pennell,

and Mr. Roberts, to consider and report thereon.

Adjourned till 11 o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Saturday, February 20^ 1808.

Mr. Rahm, from the committee to whom was refer-

red on the ninth instant, the petition of the inhabitants

of Myerstown, in the county of Dauphin, on leave

now given, reported the bill entitled, ''^Aii act to raise

by way of lottery, a sum of money for the purpose of erect-

ing a school-house in Myerstonion, in tfie county of Dau-
phin;'''^ which was read the first time.

The bill entitled, '•'An act to promdefor the education

of children under a certain age,^^ was read the third time.

Whereupon,
On the question, " Shall this billpass P^' being put, a

motion was made by Mr. Heston and Mr. Laird, to

postpone the further consideration of that question for

the present.

On which motion,

The Yeas and Nays were required by Mr. Laird and

Mr. Heston; and, on the question of postponement

bein^ put, the Members voted as follow, to ivit :

YEAS. YEAS.
1. Mr. Bradv, 7. Mr. Miller,

2. Mr. Camjpbell, 8. Mr. Mitchell,

3. Mr. Heston, 9. Mr. Pennell,

' 4. Mr. Laird, 10. Mr. Rahm,

5. Mr. Martin, 11. Mr. Vance,

6. Mr. M'Arthur, 12. Mr. Lane, Speaker,

NAYS. NAYS.
1. Mr. Blocher, 6. Mr. Hiester,

2. Mr. Dorsey, 7. Mr. Mayer,

3. Mr. Gress, 8. Mr. Roberts,

4. Mr. Harris, 9. Mr. Slaymaker,

5. Mr. Hart, 10. Mr. Wayne.
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Twelve Yeas and ten Nays; by which it appeared,

that the question was determined in the affirmative.

The bill entitled, "y/« act to prei^etit the Clerks in the

Land-OJfices, from acting as agents to any person or

persons in transacting business in those offices,''* was read

the third time.

Whereupon,
The Yeas and Nays on the^ passage of the said bill,

were required by Mr. Heston and Mr. Hart ; and, on
the question, ^^ Shall this bill pass P"* being put, the

Blembers voted as follow, to wit

:

YEAS. YEAS.
1. Mr. Blocher, 8. Mr. Mitchell,

2. Mr. Dorsey,. 9. Mr. Pennell,

3. Mr. Hart, 10. Mr. Rahm,
4. Mr. Hiester, 11. Mr. Roberts,

5. Mr. Laird, 12. Mr. Vance,
6. Mr. Martin, 13. Mr. Lane, Speaker.

7. Mr. M'Arthur,
NAYS. NAYS.

1. Mr. Brady, 6. Mr. Mayer,
2. Mr. Campbell, 7. Mr. Miller,

3. Mr. Gress, 8. Mr. Slaymaker,

4. Mr. Harris, 9. Mr. Wayne.
5. Mr. Heston,

Thirteen Yeas and nine Nays; by which it appeared,

diat the question was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the said bill be presented to the House
of Representatives for concurrence.

The bill entitled, '^An act more effectually to restrain

the evil practice of horse-racing,'''' was read the third

time. Whereupon,
The question, ^^S/iall this billpass ?'''' being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be presented to the House of Repre-

sentatives for concurrence.

The Secretary ofthe Commonwealth presented a message
from the Governor; v/hich was read as follow^s, to wit:

'
' 7o the Senate and House of Representatrccs of the

Commonwealth of Pennsyhania.
'* Gentlemen,

"Agreeably to a request of his Excel-

lency George Truitt, esquire, Governor of the State of
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Delaware, I submit to the respective Houses, copies of

a resolution of the General Assembly of that state, oh
the subject of a proposed amendment to the Constitu-

tion of the United States, relative to the tenure of the

office of the Judges of the Courts of the United States,

together with a copy of the Governor's letter.

" THOMAS M'KEANo
*^ Lancaster, February 20, 1808."

The documents accompanying the message were se-

verally read, as follow, to %vh :

[Circular.]
DOVER, February 15, 1808,

Sir,

I have the honor to transmit you herewith, a reso=

lution of the General Assembly of the State of Dela-

ware, disapproving the amendment proposed by the

General Assembly of the State of Vermont to the Con-
stitution of the United States, so as *'to empower the

President of the United States to remove from office any

of the Judges of the Courts of the United States, upon
address to him made for that purpose, by a majority of

the House of Representatives and two-thirds of the Se-

nate, in Congress assembled;" and, in obedience to

the said resolution, to request you to oppose the pro-

posed amendment.
I am, very respectfully,

Your obedient servant,

GEORGE TRUITT,
His Excellency the Governor of the')

Commonwealth of Pennsyhanla. 3

*
' In the House of Representathes,

*' January 26, 1808.
*' Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives of the State of Delaware, in General Assembly
met. That the alteration proposed to the Constitution of

the United States, by a resolution of the General As-
sembly of the State of Vermont, on the sixth day of

November, one thousfind eight hundred and seven, so

as "to empower the President of the United States to

remove from office any of the Judges of the Courts of

the United States, upon address to him made for that
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purpose, by a majority of the House of Representatives

and two-thirds of the Senate, in Congress assembled ;"

be, and the same is hereby disapproved by the Legisla-

ture of this State : and, that the Senators and Represen-^

tative in the Congress of the United States, from this

State, be, and they are heret>y requested to oppose the

said alteration ; and the Governor of this State is hereb}'-

requested to transmit to each Senator and the Represen-

tative in Congress from this State, and to the Execu-
tive of each State, a copy of this resolution, that the

same may be laid before the Legislatures of the sev-

eral States, with a request to oppose the said altera-

tion.

" Extract from the Journal.
" JOHN FISHER, C. H. R.

"' Sent for concurrence.
" IN THE SENATE,

" February 2, 1808.
" Read and concurred in.

" G. W. SYKES, C. S.
" A true copy.

'^Attest. Thomas Clayton, Sec.''^

The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented

for signature, the bills entitled as follow, to wit :

1. " An act granting a tract of donation land to Wil-
liam M'Cormick."

2. "An act to enable the Governor to incorporate a
company to make an artificial road, by the best and
nearest route, from the town of Hanover, in the county
of York, to the Maryland line, at or near the place the

turnpike from Baltimore to the state line towards Han-
over, will strike the same."

3. " A further supplement to an act entitled, "An
act to provide for the erection of a house for the em-
ployment and support of the poor in the county of
Dauphin."

4. '' An act granting a tract of donation land to John
Morris."

5. " An act to validate and confirm the proceedings

of certain justices of the peace in the county of Adams,
in cases therein mentioned."

6. " An act for the relief of the inhabitants of the vil-
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lage of Palmyra, in the township of Londonderrj',

Dauphin county."

And he returned,

The bill entitled, " An act to enable Priscilla Dill,

widow of Thomas Dill, deceased ; William Wireman,
senior, and William W^ireman, junior, guardians of

the minor children of Thomas Dill, and administrators

of the estate of Caleb Dill, deceased, to sell and con-

vey one-fourth part of two se-s^eral tracts of land in

Monahan township, in the county of York."
And informed, That the House of Representatives

have passed the same without amendment.

The Speaker signed the bills presented for signature.

Mr. Wayne asked, and obtained leave of absencfi

for Mr. Sommer, for a few days.

The bill entitled, .''v^/z act to enable ccrta'm persons

therein named^ to sell and con'Dey a messuage and lot of
ground demised by the late John Keble to the corporation

of St. PauVs church., in the city of Philadelphia
^ for

the use of aged widows, communicants of said church,'^'*

was read the second time as reported by committee of
the whole yesterday, considered by section, and agrfeed

to.

Ordered, That the said bill be prepared for the third

reading.

The bill entitled, '^An act granting Andrew Crook-

shank the depreciation of his pay as a sergeant, in the

late revolutionary war,^^ was read the second time as

reported by committee of the whole yesterday, and
considered by section.

Section I. being under consideration :

The question on agreeing thereto being put, was
determined in the negative.

And so the bill was lost.

Agreeably to order, the Senate resumed, in commit-
tee of the whole

j
(Mr, Hart in the chair) the further

consideration of

. The bill entitled, ^^A?i act making provision for the

defence of the northern and western frontiers of this

state.'' And,
After some time.

The committee rose, and reported the bill with
amendments ; which were read as reported.
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On motion of Mr. Vance and Mr. Hart,

The following resolution was twice read, considered,

and adopted, to wit :

Resolved, That the Speaker draw his warrant on the

State-Treasurer, in favor of Henry Grimier, printer of
the Journal of the Senate, in the German language, for

two hundred dollars ; he to account for the same on the

settlement of his accounts.

Whereupon,
A warrant was accordingly so drawn.
The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented

for signature, four bills, entitled as follow, to wit:
1. *' An act to raise by way of lottery, a sum of

money to defray the expences incurred by the trustees

of the German Presbyterian and German Lutheran con-
gregations in the borough of Carlisle and its vicinity,

in the county of Cumberland."
2. " An act to change the name of Christian Febiger

Carson, to Christian Carson Febiger."

3. " An act to authorize and empower Priscilla Dill,

widow of Thomas Dill, deceased ; William Wireman,
senior, and William Wireman, junior, guardians of the

minor children of Thomas Dill, and administrators of
the estate of Caleb Dill, deceased, to sell and convey
one-fourth part of two several tracts of land in Monahan
township, in the county of York."

4. " An act for the relief of Samuel Ashton."
Whereupon,

The Speaker signed the said bills.

Mr. Miller, from the committee appointed for that

purpose, made report, That the committee, in conjunc-

tion w'ith the committee of the House of Representatives,

this day presented to the Governor, for his approbation,

the bills entided as follow, to wit :

1. ^'ji?i act to enable the Go^vernor to mcorporate a
company^ to make an artjicial road^ by the best and near-

est route
^ from the town of Hano'uer^ in the county of

Tork, to the Maryland line^ at or near the place the

turnpike from Bcdtmore to the state line, towards Han-
oi]er, will strike the same.''''

2. ''An actfor the relief of the inhabitants of the mi-

lage of Palmyra y in the township of Londonderry ^ Dau-
phin county.''''
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S. ''Afurther supplement to the act entitled^ ^^An act

to pro'oide for the erection of a house for the employment

and support of the poor in the county of Dauphin.''''

4. *''An act to authorize and empoiver Priscilla Dilly

ividoiu of Thomas Dill, deceased; JVilliaiii Wiremany
senior y and William Wireman^ junior

,
guardians of the

minor children of Thomas Dill, and administrators of
Caleb Dilly deceased, to sell a?id conn^ey one-fourth part

of two several tracts of land in Moncihan township, in

the comity of Tork.''''

5. '"'•A?! act granting a tract of donatio?! land to

William M' Cormick, '

'

6. ''An act to raise by way of lottery, a sum ofmoney

to defray the expences incurred by the trustees of the Ger-

man Presbyterian and German Lutheran congregations

in the borough of Carlisle and its vicinity, in the county

of Cumberland.''''

7. *''An act to change the name of Christian Febiger

Carson, to Christian Carson Febiger.''^

8. "^/z act to enable the elders, wardens, and mem-
bers of the Lutheran and Presbyterian congregations in

Robinson township, Berks county, to raise by way of lot-

tery, a sum of moneyfor the purpose of building a meet-

ing-house a7id school-house in the said township.''^

9. ^''An act gra?iting a tract of donation land to John
Morris.'''

10. ^'An act to raise by way of lottery, a sum not

exceeding two thousandfive hundred dollars forfinishing
a church in the town of Hanover, in the county of Tork.''''

11. '"'•An act to raise by way of lottery, a sum ofmo^
ney for the purpose of erecting a school-house in S/iip-

pensburs, in the county of Cumberland.''''

12. ^'Afi act to validate and confirm theproceedings of
certain justices of the peace in the county of Adams, in

cases therein mentioned.''''

13. '''An actfor the relief of Samuel Aishton.''^

14. '^An act to enable comm'issioners to convey lots of
ground in the town of Fanetsburg, in the coufity of
Franklin.''''

15. ''•An act for establishing arid building a bridge

across the river Schuylkill, at or near the falls thereof ^^

Adjourned till II o'cloclc, Monday monaing.
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Monday^ February 22, 1808.

Mr. Hart, from the committee to whom was referred

on the nineteenth instant, the thirteenth item of the re-

port of unfinished business, to ivit : The bill entitled,

'''' A?i act alloiving the Philadelphia bank to establish

branches^'''' reported the bill with one amendment ;

which ^vas read as reported.

I'he Secretary of the Commonwealth presented a

message from the Governor; which w^as read as follows,

to ivit :

"^ To the Senate and House of Refyfesentati'Des of the

Commonwealth of Pennsyhania.
" Gentlemen,

" I HAVE this day approved and
signed the following Acts of the General Assembly,
and directed the Secretary to return the same to the

respective Houses in v/hich they originated

:

1. "An act to enable the Governor to incorporate a

company to make an artificial road by the best and
nearest route, from the town of Hanover in the county

of York, to the Maryland line, at or near the place the

turnpike from Baltimore to the state line towards Han -

over, will strike the same."
2. "An act for the relief of the inhabitants of the vil-

lage of Palmyra, in the township of Londonderry,
Dauphin county."

3. "A further supplement to the act entitled, ^^ Kw
act to provide for the erection of a house for the em-
ployment and support of the poor in the county of

Dauphin."
4. " An act to authorize and empower Priscilla Dill,

ividov/ of Thomas Dill, deceased ; William Wireman,
senior, and William Wireman, junior, guardians of

the minor children of Thomas Dill, and administrators

of the estate of Calel) Dill, deceased, to sell one-fourth

part of two several ti'acts of land in Monahan town-

ship, in the county of York."
5. "An act s:rantinG: a tract of donation land to Wil-

liam M'Cormick."
6. "An act to raise by way of lottery, a sum of
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money to defray the expences incurred by the trustees

of the German Presbyterian and German Lutheran con-
gregations in the borough of Carlisle and its vicinity,

in the county of Cumberland."
7. " An act to change the name of Christian Febiger

Carson, to Christian Carson Febiger."

8. " An act to enable the elders, wardens, and mem-
bers of the Lutheran and Presbyterian congregations in

Robinson township, Berks county, to raise by way of
lottery a sum of money, for the purpose of building a
meeting-house and school-house in the said township."

9. '* An act granting a tract of donation land to John
Morris."

10. "An act to raise by way of lottery, a sum not ex-
ceeding two thousand five hundred dollars, for finishing

a church in the town of Hanover, in the county of
York."

11. "An act to raise by way of lottery, a sum of
money for the purpose of erecting a school-house in

Shippensburg, in the county of Cumberland."
12. "An act to validate and confirm the proceedings

of certain justices of the peace in the county of Adams,
in certain cases therein mentioned."

13. "An act for the relief of Samuel Ashton."
14. " An act to enable commissioners to convey lots

of ground in the town of Fanetsburg, in the county of
Franklin."

15. *' An act for establishing and building a bridge

across the river Schuylkill, at or near the falls thereof."

"THOMAS M'KEAN.
''• Lancaster^ February ^2^ 1808."

The bill entitled, "-^/z act making promsion for the

defence of the northern and ivestern frontiers ef this

state^^'' was read the second time as reported by com-
mittee of the whole on the twentieth instant, and con-

sidered by section.

Section I. being under consideration

:

A motion was made by Mr. Wayne and Mr. Heston,
to amend the section, by striking out the commis-
sioners named therein, and inserting a provision to

authorize the Governor to appoint commissioners^.

On which motion,



266 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE.

The Yeas and Nays were required by Mr. Wayne
and Mr. Pennell.

Whereupon, after debate,

On the question being put, the Members voted as

follow, to ivit

:

YEAS.
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NAYS. NAYS.
9. Mr. Mitchell, 12. Mr. Roberts,

10. Mr. Pennell, 13. Mr. Vance,

11. Mr. Rahm, 14. Mr. Lane, Speaker.

Seven Yeas and fourteen Nays ; by which it appeared,

that the question was determined in the negative, and
Jhe amendment disagreed to.

A motion was made by Mr. Pennell and Mr. Roberts,

to amend the section, by reducing the number of rifle

guns (proposed to be procured) from '* two thousandi'''

to " one thousand.''''

A division of the motion was called for, and a ques-

tion first taken on striking out ; which was agreed to,

A motion was then made by Mr. Wayne and Mr.
Vance, to fill the blank with ^^Jijteen hundred;'''' which
was agreed to.

On motion of Mr. Brady and Mr. Martin,

Agreed, That the section be further amended, by
reducing the quantity of gunpowder from ''-four thou-

sand^'''' Xofifteen hundredpounds'''' weight.

A motion was then made by Mr. Pennell and Mr.
Vance, to amend the section, by striking out " eight

thousand ^OMW&s^''' the quantity of lead to be procured,

for the purpose of inserting a less quantity ; which was
agreed to.

Whereupon,
A m-otion was made by Mr. Brady and Mr. Vance^

to insert '•^ three ifhousand ;'''' which was agreed to.

On motion of Mr. Pennell and Mr. Heston,

Agreed, That the section be further amended, by
striking out '•'• twehe thousand^'''' (the number of gun

-

flints) and inserting in place thereof, '•' eight thousand.''''

A motion was then made by Mr. Vance and Mr.
Martin, to reduce the number of tomahawks from *' ?-7uo

thousand,'^ to '-'fifteen hundred;^'' which was agreed to.

On motion of Mr. Plart and Mr. Vance,
The section was further amended, by reducing the

number of hunters' knives, from " two thousandj^' to
* 'fifteen hundred. '

'

A motion was then made by Mr. Hart and Mr,
Vance, to strike out the '•''pouches, powder-horns," and
*' knapsacks ;'' which was agreed to, and the section as

amended, adopted.
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Sections III. IV. V. VI. and VII. were severally

adopted.

Section VIII. was disagreed to.

The title of the bill having been agreed to :

Orda*ed, That the said bill be prepared for the third

reading.

The bill entitled, ^^Jn appj-opriation to complete the

poivder magazine of the state, in the county of Phila-

delphia,'''' was read the second time as reported by se-

lect committee on the fourth instant.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Brady in the chair) for the further consi-

deration thereof. And,
After some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill with one

amendment ; which was read as reported.

Thereupon,
On motion of Mr. Dorsey and Mr. Roberts, and by

special order,

The said bill was considered by section, and agreed

to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.-

Adjourned till 11 o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Tuesday y February 23, 1808.

Mr. Roberts presented the remonstrance of the sub-

scribers thereto, inhabitants of the borough of Lancas-
ter ; stating, That the bill now before the Senate, (to

alter the act of incorporation of the said borough) if

passed into a law, will be intolerably burthensome and
expensive, particularly on the middling and poorer

classes of the inhabitants, and have a tendency to es-

tablish an arbitrary power : they therefore pray, that the

said bill, may not be passed. And the same was twice

read, and referred to the committee of the whole, when
that committee shall have the said bill under consider-

ation.

Mr. Roberts, from the committee appointed on the
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eleventh of December last, to inquire and make report,

if any, and what alterations may usefully and conve-

niently be made by law, in the Land-Office, the De-
partment of Accounts, and of the Treasury, made re-

port, in part, as follows, toivit:

The duties arising out of the sale and confirmation of

titles to land, are now performed in five offices, to wit:

In the three Land-Offices, the Rolls'-Office, and the

Office of State. The great object which ought to di-

rect and govern the operations in the Land Department,
is, to insure justice to the applicants for title, and pro-

tection to the property of the state from injury, and from
an improper application to private use. The second

object is to secure these with the least expence to the

state, and the least trouble to the citizen. No guard is

so effectual to prevent abuses, as simplicity and plain-

ness of operation.

The Land- Offices being established by the proprie-

tary, for the disposal of his estate and the security of

his property, accounts for its multiplied offices, and for

its being separated from the other concerns of the state.

The long establishment of three offices in the depart-

ment, has so multiplied and diversified its operations

and records, as to render them very difficult of explica-

tion. The great variety of ways by which title has

been acquired under the proprietary and the Common-
wealth, and the many statutes out of which they have

originated, have greatly tended to increase the embar-
rassment.

During the administration of Governor Miffiin, an

unusual quantity of business occurred in the Land-
Offices ; and a neglect to keep up the business, pro-

duced a disorder in the Offices, that was greatly in-

creased by the removal of the government to Lancaster.

Considerable sums have been, from time to time, ap-

propriated to bring up the back business. The report

of the Receiver-General to the Governor, of November
21, 1807, states. That " he confidently expects the

back business will be brought up in his office during
the ensumg summer." The Surveyor-General, in an-

swer to the inquiries of the committee, as to the state

of the records in his office, says, " He has the plea-
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sure to state, they are in a better situation than at any
former period." From tlie report of the Secretary, it

appears, tliere is a considerable portion of back busi-

ness in his office ; which, perhaps it would be the in-

terest of the state, should be brought up.

The committee are of opinion, that a very consider-

able expence may be saved, and conv^enience to the

applicants obtained, by making some alterations that

will neither hazard the order or regularity of the pro-

ceedings of the department.

The duties of the Receiver-General's office, from
their nature, belong to the office of the Secretary of the

Land-Office, and to the Treasurer. By placing the

books of the Receiver in the latter office, the calculations

of purchase-money and interest could be done with

little trouble, at the time the conditions of sale, and the

date when interest accrues, are certified as at present,

to which the fees accruing in patenting might be added

;

and the trouble and duty of paying and receiving them
in small items, would be saved to the citizen and the

clerk.

By assigning the duties of the Receiver-General to

the Secretary, it would not increase the business of his

office much, when so many items of the present busi-

ness would be sujx^rseded ; and the duties it enjoins on
the State-Treasurer would be still less.

The Rolls'-Office is now a considerable expence to

the state, and producti\'e of inconveniencies both to the

citizens and to the operations of governmeni. As the

duty of collating and publishing the laws is now as-

signed to the Secretary of the Commonwealth, the pub-

lic convenience would be promoted, if they were en-

rolled under his direction, and the fees of enrolment in

a great measure saved. The enrolling of patents, of

right, belongs to the Land-Office ; and but little more
time would be necessary to do this duty, than is at pre-

sent occupied in carrying the patent to the Rolls'-OfHce.

The enrolling of patents would aiford considerably more
fees, than would employ a clerk to do it ; but as no ad-

ditional clerk-hire would be necessary, if this arrange-

ment was to take place, it would neat a considerable

revenue. In that case, the Receiver's Office and the
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Rolls'-Office might be abolished ; and the duties in the

board of property might be transferred to the Secretary

of the Commonwealth, and an officer to be especially

appointed for that purpose.

Though, from the inquiries of the committee, they

are of opinion, that the whole of the land business might
be done in one office, and under the care of one princi-

pal ; yet they apprehend, that the present insecure state

of the offices might make the risk of accident too great,

if all the original papers were to be deposited in one
office. But that the Land-offices may, and ought to

be reduced to two, they hesitate not to declare. The
quantity of original business is now small, and can ne-

ver increase. Only two hundred and twenty warrants

issued during the last year, and about eight hundred
patents. For six years the receipts in the Receiver's

office, have been about fifty thousand dollars annually.

The expence of the Land Department, for the last year,

has been about fourteen thousand dollars. Whether
such an expenditure is warranted on such service, is an
inquiry of deep interest to the state. There are, it must
be allowed, from eight to ten thousand dollars yearly of
fees paid into these offices ; but it does not appear

necessary to retain this expensive establishment merely
to receive the fees. The committee, in recommending
alterations, do not propose they should be lessened;

indeed justice demands they should not. Much of
the business of each office, now consists in receiving of

fees; and if, instead of4his, the patenting fees were
thrown into one item, much labor would be saved to

the clerks, and trouble to applicants, as before ob-

served.

From the report of the Secretary of the Land-Office,
made by request of the committee, they find, that for

-the last six years, there have been recorded nearly one
hundred and fifty cases on the minutes of the board of
property yearly. In that time there have been but four

appeals -j three of which, report says, have been con-

firmed ; the fourth remains undecided. When the de-

fects of the administration of justice in our courts of
lav/ are considered, and the expence that must necessa-

rily be incurred, in sending the original papers from the
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Land-OfFice into the remote counties of the state, in

trials therein, the value of this equitable tribunal wjiich

has access to the orisjinal evidences of title, and which
decides untrammelled by the absurd forms of judicial

process, may be well estimated. The committee find,

that while the judges of other courts, where jury trial

forms the most conspicuous principle, are rendered in-

dependent even of the people, the board of property, as

now constituted, ^'v ho sit as a court of equity without a

jury, hold their offices at the will of the Governor. A
proper responsibility to the people or their immediate

representatives, should always be felt b}' judges ; but

they should never be responsible to a single magistrate^

Would any judge dare to incur the enmity of the Gov-
ernor, by giving an opinion disagreeable to him, when
his family may be turned out of doors in consequence

of it ? This influence is the more dangerous, as it may
be exercised without reasons being assigned, or being

apparent. To avert the effects of a principle so ad-

verse to justice, becomes an indispensable duty on the

Legislature. As in this case, as great evils may arise

for want of a proper independence, as in other cases

from a too great irresponsibility; the committee here

wish to be understood, as making no retrospective allu-

sions. From these considerations, the committee sub-

mit, for the approbation of Senate, the following reso-

lution, to "Wit :

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to bring

in a bill, directing,

First, That the books of the Receiver-General be

put into the office of the Secretary of the Land-Office.

The calculations of the purchase-money due on lands,

with the interest and the amount of fees as now paid on

the different operations in acquiring a patent, which may
be unpaid, to be stated in that office, and certified to the

Treasurer, who, on receipt of the money, shall give a

duplicate receipt therefor to the person so paying ; one

cf which receipts such person sliall deposit with the

Secretary of the Land-Office, to be filed in his office,

thereupon the patent to issue in due course.

Second, The patent books of the Roils'-Office and

records relating thereto, to be put into the office of the
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Secretary of the Land- Office, and the patents to be re-

corded under his direction.

Third, The law books of the Rolls'-Office and records

relative thereto, to be put into the office of the Secretary

of the Commonwealth, and the enrolling of the la^^^s to

be done under his direction.

Fourth, The Secretary of the Land- Office to exhibit

monthly to the Register-General, the amount in detail of

the monies, ceriilied to the Treasurer as due to the state,

as well as an account of search-fees, fees for caveats,

citations, and office-copies ; and the Surveyor-General,

in like manner, to account for search-fees and fees for

office-copies, which may be received in his office, both

offices to account on oath.

Fifth, The Secretary of the Land- Office and Sur-

veyor-General to pay the search and office copy fees,

&c. to the Treasurer weekly.

Sixth, The allowance for clerks to be so arranged as

to suit the business of the Land-Offices, and the clerks

to be under oath.

Seventh, The Secretary of the Land- Office and Sur-

veyor-General to remain as they now are, members of

the board of property, to be appointed by the Governor
for three years ; to be removed on address of a majority

of the Senate and House of Representatives.

Eighth, The Secretary of the Commonwealth to be a

member of the board of property, in his present tenure

of office. A fourth member to be appointed and re-

moved in the same manner as the Secretary and Sur-

^eyor, and have a yearly allowance for his services.

The bill entitled, '^An act making promsion for the

defence of the northern and western frontiers of this

state,'' ' was read the third time.

Whereupon,
(After some verbal amendments, by unanimous con-

sent, in the bill, and the title amended so as to read,

^^An act authorizing the procurement of certain articles

for the better defence of the northern and western fron-
tiers of this state, and for other purposes therein men-
tioned.'''')

The Yeas and Nays on the passage of the said bill,

were required by Mr. Hart and Mr. Pennell ; and, on
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the question being put, the Members voted as follow,

to ivit :

1.

3,

YEAS.
Mr. Blocher,

Mr. Brady,

Mr. Campbell,

4. Mr. Dorsey,

5. Mr. Gress,

6. Mr. Hart,

7. Mr. Hiester,

NAYS.
1. Mr. Harris,

2. Mr. Hcston,

YEAS.
8. Mr. Laird,

9. Mr. Martin,

10. Mr. M'Arthur,
11. Mr. Roberts,

12. Mr. Vance,
13. Mr. Wayne,
14. Mr. lu^c^Qy Speaker.

NAYS.
4. Mr. Mayer,
5. Mr. Pennell,

6. Mr. Slaymaker.
by which it appeared,

3. Mr. Lattimore,

Fourteen Yeas and six Nays

;

that the question was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the said bill be presented to the House
oi' Representatives for concurrence.

The bill entitled, '''Jin act making an appropriation to

complete tJie powder viagazine of the state, in the county

of Philadelphia,^'' was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The Yeas and Nays on the passage of the said bilU

were required by Mr. Laird and Mr. Martin. And,
On the question being put, the Members voted as

follow, to luit

:
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Ordered, That tlie said bill be returned to the House
of Representatives, with information, That Senate have
passed the same with one amendment, in which the

concurrence of that House is requested.

(Which amendment is to reduce the sum appropri-

ated towards building the magazine, from " se'ue?i thou-

sand two hundred and one dollars, four cents, '^'' to ^^
fi'ue

thousand '
' dollars

.

)

On motion of Mr. Wayne and Mr. Miller,

The committee to whom was referred, on the fifth of
December last, the second item of the report of the

committee on the Governor's address, to wit: *' The
judiciary system, and mode of selecting jurors,^'' was dis-

charged from the further consideration thereof.

On motion of Mr. Laird and Mr. Hcston,

The committee to whom was re-committed on the

tenth instant, the bill entitled, ^^An act for the relief of
George Stevenson,^^ was discharged from the further,

consideration thereof.

Whereupon,
The said bill recurring, (and section I. being under

consideration) v/as, on motion, postponed for the pre-

sent.

A motion was made by Mr. Wayne and Mr. Hart, to

dispense (during the remainder of the session) with that

part of the tv\'entieth rule of Senate, which directs the

calling over committees weekly ; which was not agreed

to.

The bill entitled, ^^A supplement to an act entitled,

^'•An act for raising hy way of lottery, the sum of six

thousand dollarsfor defraying the expences of making an
aqueduct to conduct water into the town of Meadmllc,''''

was read the second time, considered by section, and
agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

The bill entitled, '''An act declaring Big Mahoning
creek, in Armstrong and Indiana counties, a public

highway,^'' was read the second time, considered by
sectior^, and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prejmred for the third reading.

On motion of Mr. Wayne and Mr. Martin,

The Senate resumed the consideration of the tentli

item of the report of the unfinished business, to wit:
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The hill entitled, "y/zz act for the relief of Francis

Johnsto?!.''''

Whereupon, >

The said bill was referred to Mr.Wayne, Mr. Hiestcr,

and ISIr. Dorsey, to consider and report thereon.

The bill entitled, ''An act authorizing the sale of real

estate, late the property of Ada?n Imbody, of Berks
county y deceased, ^^ was read the second time.

Whereupon,
Tiie Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Roberts in the chair) for the further con-

sideration thereof. And,
After some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill with the

first section negatived.

The bin entitled, ''An act e?ijoini?ig certaifi duties upon
the Treasurer of this Conwionwe^lth,'*'' was read the se-

cond time, considered by section, and agi*eed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

Thereupon,
On motion of Mr. Roberts and Mr. Pennell,

The said bill was read the third time. And,
On the question, " Shall this bill pass?^'' being put,

was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Re-
presentatives, with information, That Senate have passed

the same without amendment.
The bill entitled, ''An act for the relief of John

Morris,'''' was read the second time.

Wliereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Pennell in the chair) for the further con-

sideration thereof. And,
After some time.

The committee rose, and reported the bill with

amendments ; \Aiiich were read as reported.

The bill entitled, ''An act repealing the first section

of an act entitled, '''An act supplementary to an act en-

titled^ ''An act that no public house or ifin ivithin this

pro'vince be kept ivithout licence,^'' was read the second
time as reported by committee of the whole on the sev-

enteenth instant, consideredj by section, and agreed to.
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Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

Adjourned till 11 o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Wednesday^ February 24, 1808.

Mr. Rahm presented the petition of the subscribers

thereto, inhabitants of Harrisburg and its vicinity, in

the county of Dauphin ; stating, That great advantages

would arise to the commimity at large, from the erec-

tion of merchant-mills, forges, and other water-works,

at the borough of Harrisburg, by means of a canal to

be cut from or near Hunter's falls to the said borough :

the petitioners therefore pray for an act of incorporation.

And the said petition was twice read, and referred to

Mr. Rahm, Mr. Dorsey, and Mr. Hiester, to consider

and report thereon.

Mr. Campbell, from the committee to whom was re-

ferred on the twelfth instant, the petition of John Ca-
vanaugh, on leave now given, reported the bill entitled,

^^A?i act for the relief of John Ctmanaugh^'^'' was read

the first time.

The bill entitled, " A supplement to an act entitled^

''An act for raising by ivay of lottery^ the sum of six

thousand dollars for defraying the expences of making an
aqueduct to conduct ivater into the town of Meadmlle^'^''

was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, ''- Shall this billpass ?'''' being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be presented to the House of Re-
presentatives for concurrence.

The bill entitled, ''An act repealing the first section

oj an act entitled, ''An act supplementary to an act enti-

tled^ "An act that no public house or inn within this pro

-

mince be kept without licence
j'^'' was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, "Shall this bill pass?''"' being put,

was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be presented to the House of Re-
presentatives for concurrence.
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The bill entitled, ^'Jn act declari?tg Big Mahoning
creek

J
in ArmstroTig and Indiana counties, a public hish-

-imyy^'' was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, '^ Shall this hill pass P'' being put,

was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Repre-

sentatives, with information. That Senate have passed

tlie said bill without amendment.
The bill entitled, '''An act to promde for the erection

of a house for the employment and support of the poor in

the county of Cumberland^'''' was read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Hcirt in the chair) for the further consid-

eration thereof. And,
After some time,

The committee rose, reported progress, and had

leave to sit again to-morrow.

The Clerk of tlie House of Representatives informed

Senate, That that House have concurred in the amend-
ments by Senate, on the bill entitled, "^;z act makint^

an appropriation to complete the powder 7nagazi?ie of the

state ^ in the county of Philadelphia.''''

And he presented for signature, two bills, entided as

follow, to ivit :

1. *^An act making an appropriation to complete the

powder magazine of the state, in the county of Phila-

delphia."

2. ^' An act enjoining certain duties upon the Trea-

surer of this Commonwealth."
Whereupon,

The Speaker signed the said bills.

The bill entitled, ^'A?i act to alter an act entitled^

''An act to re-establish the ancient corporation of the

burgesses and inhabitants of the borough of Lancaster,

in the county of Lancaster^^^ was read the second time,

and referred to Mr. Wayne, Mr. Mayer, Mr. Roberts,

Mr. M'Arthur, and Mr. Hiester, to consider and re-

port thereon.

The bill entitled, ^'An act for the relief of Emanuel
Bollinger and Valentine JVeirich,^^ was read the second

time.
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Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Wayne in the chair) for the further con-

sideration thereof. And,
After some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill with one

amendment ; which was read as reported.

On motion of Mr. Roberts and Mr. Wayne,
The Senate resumed, in committee of the whole,

(Mr. M'Arthur in the chair) the consideration of the

bill entitled, ^^An act for the relief of John Ashton.''''

And,
After some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill with the

first section disagreed to.

Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Vance and Mr. Roberts,

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the re-

port of the committee of the whole. And,
Thereupon,

The Yeas and Nays on adopting the said report, were
required by Mr. Roberts and Mr. Hart. And,
On the question being put, the Members voted as

follow, to wit:

YEAS. YEAS.
1. Mr. Blocher, 6. Mr. Mayer,
2. Mr. Gress, 7. Mr. Miller,

3. Mr. Harris, 8. Mr. Pennell,

4. Mr. Heston, 9. Mr. Slaymaker,

5. Mr. Hiester, 10. Mr. Lane, Speaker*

NAYS. NAYS.
1. Mr. Brady, 8. Mr. M'Arthur,
2. Mr. Campbell, 9. Mr. Mitchell,

3. Mr. Dorsey, 10. Mr. Rahm,
4. Mr. Hart, 11. Mr. Roberts,

. 5. Mr. Laird, 12, Mr. Vance,
6. Mr. Lattimore, ' 13. Mr. Wayne,

• 7. Mr. Martin,

Ten Yeas and thirteen Nays ; by which it appeared,
ihat the question was determined in tlie negative.

Whereupon,
The consideration of thf said bill recurring,
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Section I. being under consideration

:

Was agreed to.

The title being agreed to :

Ordered, That the said bill be prepared for the third

reading.

Moved by Mr. Laird and Mr. Brady,

Resolved, That the Legislature will adjourn on Mon-
day the twenty-first day of March next, without day.

Ordered, to lie upon the table.

On motion of Mr. Vance and Mr. Mitchell,

The following resolution was twice read, considered,

and adopted, to iv'it

:

Resolved, That the Speaker draw his "W'arrant on the

State-Treasurer, in favor of W. C. Smyth, printer of

the Journal of the Senate, in the English language, for

four hundred dollars ; he to account for the same.

Whereupon,
A warrant was accordingly so drawn.

Mr. Miller, from the committee appointed for that

purpose, made report, That the committee, in conjunc-

tion with the committee of the House of Representa-

tives, this day presented to the Governor for his appro-

bation, the bills entitled as follow, to ivit

:

1. "An act to raise by way of lottery, a sum of mo-
ney for the purpose of building a meeting-house in the

borough of Chambersburg, Franklin county."

2. " An act making an appropriation to complete the

powder magazine of the state, in the county of Phila-

delphia."

3. " An act enjoining certain duties upon the Trea-

surer of this Commonwealth."
Adjourned till 11 o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Thursday^ February 25, 1808.

The Speaker laid before the Senate, the report of the

president and managers of the Cheltenham and Willow-

Grove turnpike company, transmitted in conformity

with the eighteenth section of the act authorizing the

incorporation of said company, stating :
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That the amount of capital ex-

pended in making the road, is, - B 80,800
Amount of tolls received during

tlie year, from November, one

thousand eight hundred and six,

to November, one thousand

eight hundred and seven, S5,791 23

Amount of .payments for salaries,

repairs, road and other contin-

gent expences for said time, 1,392 65

Balance beingthe amount ofprofits, S 4,398 63 equal to

five dollars and forty-four cents per cent, per annum,

on the said capital stock.

Mr. Brady, from the committee to whom was referred

on the thirteenth instant, the petition of John Brandon,

and others, on leave then given, reported the bill enti-

tled, '^jin act for the relief of the heirs of Christopher

Walthour, senior, deceased;''^ which was read the first

time.

The bill entitled, ^^An act for the relief of Emanuel
Zollinger and Valentine Weirich,'''' was read the second

time as reported by committee of the whole yesterday,

considered by section, and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prej^ared for the tliard reading.

The bill entitled, '•''An act allowing the Philadelphia

bank to establish branches,'''^ was read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Hart in the chair) for the further con-

sideration thereof. And,
After some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill with one

amendment ; which was read as reported.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented

for concurrence, two bills, entitled as follow, to ivit :

1. "An act to enable Israel Roberts, John Ogden,
and William Levis, junior, guardians of die minor chiL

dren of Seth Pancoast, deceased, to sell and convey
certain real estate therein mentioned."

2. " An act authorizing the valuation gf certain lots
^"36
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in the city of Philadelphia, for the benefit of William
Mitchell, of Bucks county."

Which were severally read the first time.

The Secretary of the Commonwealth presented a

message from the Governor ; which was read as follows^

to wit :

*' To the Senate and House of Representathes of the

Commonwealth of PennsyHan'ia.
" Gentlemen,

'* I ILWE this day approved and
signed the following Acts of the General Assembly,
and directed the Secretary to return them to the

House of Representatives, in which they originated :

1. "An act enjoining certain duties upon the Trea-
surer of this Commonwealth."

2. " An act making an appropriation to complete the

powder magazine of the state, in the county of Phila-

delphia."

3. "An act to raise by way of lottery, a sum of mo-
ney for the purpose of building a meeting-house in the

borough of Chambersburg, Franklin county."
" THOMAS M'KEAN,

*' Lancaster, February 25, 1808."

On motion of Mr. Wayne and Mr. Hart,

The following resolution was twice read, considered,

and adopted, to wit :

Resolved, That the Clerk of Senate be, and he is

liercby directed to subscribe on behalf of Senate, for

one copy of Arrowsmith's Map of the World, about to

be published by Thomas L. Plowman.
Agreeably to order, the Senate resumed, in commit-

tee of the whole, (Mr. Hart in the chair) the consid-

eration of

The bill entitled, "^/z act to pro'vide for the erection

of a Iwuse for the employment and support of the poor in

the county of Cumberland.''^ And,
After some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill with
anicndnients ; which were read as reported.

On motion of Mr. Hart and Mr. Roberts, and by
special order,

Tlie bill entitled, ^^An act authorizing the 'valuation



JOURNAL OF THE SENATE. 283

of certain lots in the city of Philadelphia^ for the benefit

of William Mitchell^ of Bucks county^'''' was read the

second time, and referred to Mr. Pennell, Mr. Hart,

and Mr. Roberts, to consider and report thereon.

Adjourned till 11 o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Friday^ February 26, 1808.

Mr. Hart presented the petition of the subscribers

thereto, inhabitants of the township of Bensalem, in the

county of Bucks ; praying, That the said township may
be erected into a separate election district. And the

said petition was twice read, and referred to Mr. Hart,

Mr. Sommer, and Mr. Wayne, to consider and report

thereon.

Mr. M'Arthur, from the committee to whom was re-

ferred on the twenty-second of last month, the memorial
of the subscribers thereto, inhabitants of the county of
Crawford, on leave now given, reported

The bill entitled, 'M supplement to an act entitled^

^''An act to incorporate trustees for the Meachille aca-

demy^ and to establish the same;'''' which was read the

first time.

The bill entitled, '-'An act fr tlie relief of Emanuel
Bollinger and Valentine JVeirich^'''' was read the third

time.

Whereupon,
The question, ^^ Shall tJiis bill pass?'''' being put,

Avas determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be presented to the House of Re-
presentatives for concurrence.

The bill entitled, ^''An act to enable certain persons

therein named^ to sell and convey a messuage and lot of
ground devised by the late John Keble to the corporation

of St. Faults churchy in the city of Philadelphia, for
the use of aged widows, commu?iicants of said church, ^^

was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, ''Shall this billpass F'^ being put, was

determined in the affirmative.
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Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Re-
presentatives, with information, That Senate have passed

the said bill with amendments, in which the concur-

rence of that House is requested.

The amendments are

:

To confine the corporation in vesting the monies
arising from the sale of said estate, to real property—
the other merely verbal.

The bill entitled, ^'An act allovjing the Philadelphia

bank to establish branches^'''' was read the second time

as reported by committee of the whole, and considered

by section.

The first and only section being under consideration

:

A motion was made by Mr. Wayne and Mr. Mayer,
to amend tlie section, by inserting a provision, except-

ing the boroughs of Lancaster and Pittsburg.

On which motion,

The Yeas and Nays were required b}'- Mr. Wa}^ne
and Mr. Pennell ; and, on the question being put, the

Members voted as follow, to wit

:
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Mitchell, further to amend the section, by sti-iking out that

part which declares, that the notes issued at either of

the branch banks, shall be paj^able at the Philadelphia

bank, or any of its branches ; which was not agreed to.

On motion of Mr. Sommer and Mr. Wayne,
The section was amended by modifying the provision

which directs, that the notes issued by the Philadelphia

bank, or any of its branc^hes, shall be payable at the

said bank, or cither of its branches ; so as to be payable

at the branch issuing the same, or at the Philadelphia

bank.

A motion was then made by Mr. M'Arthur and Mr.
Roberts, further to amend the section, by confining the

powers of the Philadelphia bank in establishing branch

banks, to the borough of Brownsville, in tiie county of

Fayette ; which was not agreed to.

Whereupon,
The Yeas and Nays on adopting the section, were

required by Mr. Dorsey and Mr. Hart. And,
On the question being
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1. "An act to enable the administrators of Peter An-
keny, late of the county of Somerset, deceased, to con-

vey certain lots of ground in the borough of Somerset^

to the purchasers thereof."

2. "A supplement to an act entitled, "An act direct-

ing the mode of settling accounts in the Land- Office,

and to prevent frauds in obtaining waiTants for land."

3. "An act to alter the time of holdino: fairs in the

borough of Carlisle, in the county of Cumberland."
Which were severally read the first time.

The bill entitled, "-^;2 aci to proinclefor the erection

of a housefor the employment and support of the poor in

the county of Cumberland^'''' Avas read the second time as

reported by committee of the whole, and considered by
section.

Section I. beino; under consideration :

A motion was made by Mr. Brady and Mr. Harris, to

amend the section, by striking out from the word "f'/z^z;,"

in line 4, to the end of the section, and inserting in lieu

thereof, the following, to ivit :

"A house for the employment and support of the

poor, shall be erected in the county of Cumberland, in

the manner and under the conditions hereinafter pre-

scribed and enacted;" which was agreed to, and the

section as amended, adopted.

Section H. being under consideration :

A motion was made by Mr. Roberts and Mr. Laird,

to amend the section, by striking from the word " citi-

zetis^^^ in line 2, to the word ^'' Co?mno?2wealth,^^ in line

5, inclusive, and to insert in lieu thereof, the following,

to wit

:

" Sheriff of Cumberland county, in his proclamation

giving notice of the next general election to be held in

said county, shall give notice to the electors at the elec-

tion aforesaid, under the same regulations as b}^ law said

general elections are directed to be held, to" which ^^^as

agreed to, and the section as amended, adopted.

Sections HL and IV. were severally adopted.

Section V. being under consideration :

A motion was made by Mr. Roberts and Mr. Wayne,
to amend the section, Ij}' inserting the following at the

end thereof, to wit

:
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"And provided further, That the said directors shall an-

nually after the estimate made aforesaid, make an estimate

of the sum necessary for the support of the poor of the

said county for the year ensuing, and shall forward the

same to the county commissioners, who shall provide

by tax or otherwise the sum required by such estimate,

and pay the same over to the treasurer of the said cor-

poration as aforesaid;" wliich was agreed to, and the

section as amended, adopted.

The remaining sections, with the title, having been
agreed to

:

Ordered, That the said bill be prepared for the third

reading.

The bill entitled, ''An act to dissohe the marriage of
Jacob Mayer and Catharine his %v2fey^^ was read the

second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Harris in the chair) for the further consid-

eration thereof. And,
After some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill with
one amendment ; which was read as reported.

The resolution relative to the adjournment of the Le-
gislature, read on the twenty-fourth instant, was again

read, considered, and adopted, as follows, to ivit :

Resolved, That the Legislature will adjourn on Mon-
day the twenty-first day of March next, without day.

Ordered, That an Extract of the Journal containing

the said resolution, be presented to the House of Re-
presentatives.

On leave given,

Mr. Pennell read a bill in his place ; and, by permis-

sion, presented the same to the chair, entitled, ''•Afur-
ther supplement to the act entitled, ''An act to proijidefor
the erection of a house for the employment and support of
the poor in the county of Delavjare ;''^ which was read

the first time.

The bill entitled, ''An act altering the places of hold-

ing the general elections for tJie townships of Ferguson
and Potter^ in Centre county^'''' was read the second time,

considered by section, and ap^rced to.
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Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

Adjourned till 11 o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Saturday J
February 27, 1808.

Mr. Hart presented the petition of the subscribers

thereto, inhabitants of the Commonwealth, stating the

importance of the road from Pocone mountain to the

north line of the state, (commonly called the north and
south road) which was opened in one thousand seven

hundred and eighty-seven, and one thousand seven

hundred and eighty-eight ; and soliciting the Legisla-

ture to direct such measures to be adopted, as will real-

ize to the Commonwealth the advantages wliich the said

road, if put in proper order, may produce. And the

said petition was twice read, and

Laid upon the table.

Mr. M'Arthur, from the committee to whom was
referred on the twenty-third of last month, the petition

of the subscribers thereto, inhabitants of the counties of

Mercer and Crawford ; on leave now given, reported

The bilkentitled, "y/« act to alter a certain part of
the line^ 'which droicles the counties of Mercer and Cravo-

ford ;'''' which was read the first time.

Mr. Pennell, from the committee to whom was re-

ferred on the twenty-fifth instant.

The bill entitled, ''An act authorizing the lialiiation

of certain lots in the city of Philadelphia^ for the hcneft

of William Mitchell, of Bucks county ^''^ reported the

said bill without amendment.
Mr. Campbell, from the committee to whom was re-

ferred on the ninth instant j the petition of Edward
Cavanaugh, on leave now given, reported

The bill entitled, ''An act for the relief of John
Cavanaugh ;'''* which was read the first time.

Mr. Campbell asked, and obtained leave of absence

for Mr. Miller, for a few days. *

The bill entitled, "^;2 act alloivi?ig the Philadelphia

hank to establish branches,'^'' was read the third time.

Whereupon,
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The question, '^ Shall this bill pass?''"' being put,

was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be presented to the House of Re-
presentatives for concurrence.

The bill entitled, '"'An act to prff^cidefor the erection

of a housefor the employment and support of the poor in

the county of Ciimberkvid^^^ was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The Yeas and Nays, on the passage of the said bill,

were required by Mr. Mitchell and Mr. Heston. And,
On the question being put, the Members voted a'j

follow, to wit:
YEAS. YEAS.

1. Mr. Brady, 8. Mr. Pennell,

2. Mr. Campbell, 9. Mr. Rahm,
3. Mr, Dorsey, 10. Mr. Roberts,

4. Mr. H;aTis, 11. Mr. Slaymaker,
5. Mr. Hart, 12. Mr. Sommer,
6. Mr. Martin,, 13. Mr. Wayne.
7. Mr. Mayer, 14. Mr. Lane, Speaker.

NAYS. NAYS.
1. Mr. Blocher, 6. Mr. Lattimore,

2. Mr. Grcss, 7. Mr. M'Arthur,
3. Mr. Heston, 8, Mr. Mitchell,

4. Mr. Hicster, 9. Mr. Rankin,
5. Mr. Laird, 10. Mr. Vance.

Fourteen Yeas and ten Nays ; by which it appeared,

that the question was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the said bill be presented to the House
of Representatives for concurrence.

The bill entitled, '^An act altering the places of hold-

ing the general elections for the townships of Ferguson

and Potter, in Centre countyy^^ was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, ^^ Shall this bill pass P^^ being put,

was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be presented to the House of Re-
presentatives for concurrence.

The bill entitled, ^^An act to dissolve the ?narriage of
Jacob Mayer and Catharine his wife,'''' v/as read the

second time as reported by committee of th.e whole yes-

terday, and considered bv section,
'37
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The first and only section being under consideration

:

After debate,

The Yeas and Nays on agreeing thereto, "were re-

quired by Mr. Vance and Mr. Rahm. And,
On the question being put, the Members voted as

follow, to wit

:
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for the use of aged widows, communicants of the said

church."
And he presented for signature, two bills, entitled us

follow, to wit:

1. "An act to enable certain persons therein named
to sell and convey a messuage and lot of ground devised

by the late John Keble, to the coi^oration of St. Paul's

church, in the city of Philadelphia, for the use of aged
widows, communicants of the said church."

2. " An act declaring Big Mahoning creek, in Arm-
strong and Indiana counties, a public highway."

Whereupon,
The Speaker signed the said bills.

The bill presented for concurrence, was read the first

time-

The amendments by the House of Representatives

to the bill entitled, "An act to authorize Jacob RudizeM
aad "George Karl, administrators of the estate of George
Karl, deceased, to convey a part of a tract of land therein

described to William Young," were read, as follow^

io ivit :

Section I. line 5, between the words " deceased,'''*

" shall^^'' insert " or the surnjhor of them:'*'' at the end
of the same line, and beginning of line 6, strike out
the words '''and required.'''' Line 17, make the same
amendment as in line 5, after the word " administra-

tors.''''

Preamble, line 1, strike out the words " to the Le-
gislature.^'' Line 8, strike out thQ word ^' although ^^2

and insert in place thereof, the word " but.''^ Line 10,

strike out the words '^to the Legislature.''^ Line 11, af-

ter the word " made,''^ introduce " and that all tlie par-
ties interested^ are desirous that the said contract shoidd

take effect.''''

Title, after the word ^^ deceased^^^ insert ^^ or the sur-

'viwr of them.''''

l^he bill entitled, ''An act to eiiabie Israel Roberts,

John OgdeHj and William Leuis, junior, guardia?is of
the [minor children of Set/i Pqncoasty deceased, to sell

and conijey real estate therein mentioned^''^ was read the

second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the
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whole, (Mr. Sommer in the chair) for the further con-

sideration thereof. And,
After some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill with the

first section negatived.

The bill entitled, '-'An actfor the relief of the trustees

of Northumherlana academy^'''' was read the second
time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Pennell in the chair) for the further con-

sideration thereof. And,
After some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill with
amendments ; which were read as reported.

A motion was made by Mr. Wayne and Mr. Brady,
tliat the bill entitled, "^4 supplement to an act entitled^

^''An act directing the mode of settling accounts in the

Land-Office, and to pre'^entfrauds in obtaining ivarrants

for land^''^ be now read the second time.

On which motion,

Mr. Roberts and Mr. Pennell required the Yeas and
Nays.

Whereupon, after debate.

On the question, " S/iall the bill be now read the se-

cond time P'' being put, the Members voted as follow,

to %vit :
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Thereupon,

The said bill was read the second time.

Whereupon,
A motion was made by Mr. Roberts and Mr. Pennell,

to refer the bill to a special committee.

The question on the motion being put, was deter-

mined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That Mr. Roberts, Mr.Wayne, Mr. Som-
mer, Mr. Brady, and Mr. Vance, be the committee.

Adjourned till 11 o'clock, Monday morning.

Monday^ February 29, 1808.

Mr. Wayne presented the petition of the minister,

church-wardens, and vestry-men of Trinity church, in

Pittsburg, praying for an act authorizing them to raise

by way of lottery, the sum of four thousand dollars, to

enable them to finish their church and pay the debts

contracted in building the same. And the said petition

was twice read, and referred to Mr. Wayne, Mr.
Martin, and Mr. Sommcr, to consider and report

thereon, by bill or otherwise.

The bill entitled, ''An act to d'lssohe tlie marriage of
Jacob Mayer and Catharine his w//^," was read the

third time.

Whereupon,
The question, ^'^ Shall this hill pass ?'*'* being put,

was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be presented to the House of Re-

presentatives for concurrence.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented

an Extract from the Journal of that House \ which was
read, as follows, to %vit:

" In the House of Representatives,

'' February 27, 1808.

•
" Resolved, That the Clerk be directed to infoi«ai the

Senate, that the House of Representatives have nega-

tived the first section of the bill entitled, ' An act to fix

the number of Senators, form the state into districts,

and determine the portion to be allotted to each ; also
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to fix the number of Representatives for the city, and

the several counties of the Commonwealtli, in pursu-

ance of the provisions of the constitution :
' and also,

to transmit to Senate the returns of the taxable inhabit-

ants, in possession of this house."

The bill entitled, ^^A?i act for the relief of the trus-

tees of Northiimherhmd academy^'''* was read the second

time as reported by committee of the whole, on the

twenty-seventh instant, and considered by section.

The first and only section being under consideration :

A motion was made by Mr. Roberts and Mr.
Pennell, to amend the section, by adding the following

thereto, mz.
" And that the said trustees faithfully account and

settle with the Comptroller and Register-Generals, for

all monies they have received under the said act of Jan-

uary twentieth, one thousand eight hundred and four 5

the amount of Avhich monies shall be deducted out of

the two thousand dollars hereby gi-anted, and the re-

mainder be paid as aforesaid;" which was not agreed

to.

Whereupon,
The Yeas and Nays on adopting the section, were

required by Mr. Roberts and Mr. Pennell. And,
On the question being put, the Members voted as

follow, to wit

:
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The preamble and title being agreed to :

Ordei'ed, That the said bill be prepared for the third

reading.

The bill entitled, "Jn aci for the relief of John
Ca'vanatigh,''^ was read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (ivir. Wayne in the chair) for the further con-

sideration tliereof. And,
After some time.

The committee rose, and reported the bill with

amendments ; \vhieh were read as reported.

On motion of Mr. Vance and Mr. Pennell,

The information communicated this day from the

House of Representatives, respecting the new represen-

tation of the people in General Assembly, was again

read ; and, together with the documents therein men-
tioned, referred to Mr. Vance, Mr. Sommer, Mr.
Harris, Mr. Rankin, and Mr. Roberts, to consider and
report thereon, by bill or otherwise.

The bill entitled, ''A further supplement to the act

entitled^ ^*'An act for raising county rates and levies,''^

was read the second time as reported by select commit-
tee (to whom it had been re-committed) on the fifth in-

stant.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Pennell in the chair) for the further consid-

eration thereof. And,
After some time.

The committee rose, and reported the bill with

amendments ; which were read as reported.

Thereupon,
On motion of Mr. Roberts and Mr. Pennell, and by

special order,

The said bill was considered by section, and agreed
to.

Ordered, That it be prejiared for the third reading.

On motion of Mr, Sommer and Mr. Wayne,
The Senate resumed the consideration of the ques-

tion on the passage of the bill entitled, ''Jn jct for the

education of children under a certain age^''"' postponed
foj- the present on the twentieth instant.
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Wliereupon,
The question, ''• Shall this hillpass ?^'' recurring, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be presented to the House of Re-
presentatives for concun'encc.

Adjourned till 11 o'clock, to-morrow mofning.

Tuesday^ March 1, 1808.

The Speaker laid before the Senate, a letter from
Daniel Brodhead, (formerly Surveyor-General) ; which
was read as follows, to wit :

Lancaster, February 29, 1808.
Sir,

I have seen with regret, certain land for which I

have a mortgage and judgment, advertised for sale by
the state-commissioners on the tenth day of next month,
"Wherefore, it has to me appeared proper, that I should
inform the honorable the Legislature, that my claim to

the premises will be asserted ; and that in such case,

the land so offered for sale will produce but a mere
trifle, either to the state or to the individual. It is

therefore humblv sua:s:ested, that an amicable suit

should be instituted between the claimants, and the title

tried by a jury of the vicinage.

The land is valuable ; and if the clashing clairr 5

were finally determined, would produce a considerable

sum.
I have the honor to be,

With perfect respect,

Your most obedient humble servant,

DANIEL BRODHEAD.
Mr. Blocher presented the petition of Abraham Faith,

a soldier in the revolutionary war; stating, That he
enlisted in the year one thousand seven hundred and
seventy-six, for three years, in the eighth Pennsylvania

regiment ; that he served faithfully, and was honorably

discharged ; that he sensed in the most perilous times,

and suffered a full share of the hardships and fatigues

incident to his situation ; that he was paid in a dcpreci-
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ated currency, and being now old and infirm, and hav-
ing a large family, be prays relief. And the said peti-

tion was read, and

Laid upon the table.

Mr. Wayne, from the committee to whom was y^S'
terday referred the petition of the minister, church-
wardens, and vestry-men of Trinity church, in Pitts-

burg, on leave then given, reported the bill entitled,

''^jdJi act to raise by "oday of lottery^ a sum not exceeding
^four thousand dollars for finishing a church in the bo-

' rough of Pittsburg, in the cou?ity ofAllegheny ;^'> which
was read the first time.

Mr. Vance, from the committee appointed for that

purpose yesterday, reported the bill entitled, *^An act

tofix the number ofSenators^ form the state into districts^

and determine the portion to be allotted to each-; also tofix
the number of Representati'oes for the city, and the se'v-

eral counties of the Common\vealth, in pursuance of the

provisions of -the constitution ;''"' which was read the first

time.

. Mr. Roberts, from the committee to w horn was re-

ferred on the twenty-seventh of last month, the bill

entitled, *'^ supplement to an act entitled, '-'An act di-

recting the mode of settling accounts in the Land-Ofiice,
and to prevent frauds in obtaining "coarrants for land,''"'

rcported the said bill with amendments; which were
read as reported.

Mr. Rahm, from the committee to whotn was re-

ferred on the twenty-fourth of last month, the petition

of the subscribers thereto, inhabitants of the borough
of Harrisburg and its vicinity, on leave now given, re-

ported the bill entitled, '•'An act to authorize the Gov-
ernor to incorporate a cGuipany to open a canal from
Hunter''s falls on the river Susquehanna, or the vicinity

thereof through or near the borough of Harrlsburg,

into the same river, and for establishing other water-

works and machinery thereon;''^ which was read the
first time.

Mr. Hart, from the committee to whom was referred

on the twenty. sixth of last month, the petition of the
subscribers thereto, inhabitants of Bensalem township,
Bucks countv, on leave now given, reported the bill

38
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entitled, "^/? act erecting the toiviiship of Bensalem, in

the county of Buckst into a separate election district;''^

which was read the first time.

Mr. Vance, from the committee of accounts, made
further report, in part ; and the same was read as fol-

lows, to wit :

That they have examined the accounts of George
Brygn, Clerk of the Senate, since last settlement, (Fe^

bruary eleventh) and the vouchers for the disburse-

ment of the monies intrusted to him, and find, that he

has expended the sum of thirty-six dollars eighteen

and a half cents, more than he has received from the

Senate, 'viz.

Paid for books, under a resolution of last

session, - - - - S 203 50
Paid for do. under a resolution of the pre-

sent session, - - - 316 25
Paid for two loads of wood and sawing, 13

Paid for several other small articles, - 3 43/z

536 18/i

Deduct warrant issued to the Clerk, Fe-

bruary eleventh, one thousand eight hun-
dred and eight, - - - 500

Balance due the Clerk, - S 36 18/i

The committee therefore offer the following resolu-

tion, to wit :

Resolved, That the Speaker draw his warrant on the

State- Treasurer, in fax or of George Bryan, Clerk of

the Senate, for thirty-six dollars eighteen and a half

cents.

Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Mitchell and Mr. Vance,

The said resolution was again read, considered, and
adopted. And a warrant was accordingly so drawn.
The bill entitled, ''An actfor the relief of the tnistee^.

of Northumberland academy^'''* was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, ''Shall this bill pass ?'*^ being put,

was determhied in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be presented to the House of Re-
presentatives for concurrence.
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The bill entitled, ^^A further supplement 'to the act

entitled, ^^A?i act for raising county rates and levies,''''

was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, ^^ Shall this billpass P^^ being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be presented to the House of Re-
presentatives for concurrence.

The bill entitled, ^^Jn act for the relief of John
Ca'oanaugh,'''' was read the second time as reported by-

committee of the whole, yesterday, considered by sec-

tion, and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

The bill entitled, ^^An act to raise by way of lottery,

a sum of moneyfor the purpose of erecting a school-house

in Mayerstown, in the county of Dauphin ;^^ was read

the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Pennell in the chair) for the further consid-

eration thereof. And,
After some time.

The committee rose, and reported the bill with the

first section negatived.

The bill entitled, *^An act for the relief of the heirs

of Christopher Walthour, senior, deceased ;'''' was read

the second time.

.
Whereupon,

The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Laird in the chair) for the further con-

sideration thereof. And,
After some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill with-

out amendment.
The amendments by the House of Representatives

on the bill entitled, '-'An act to authorize Jacob Rudi-

ztll and George Karl, administrators of the estate of
George Karl, deceased, or the sun}ii)or of them, to con-

•Vicy a part of a tract of land therein described to William
Toung,'''' read on the twenty-seventh of last month,
were again read, considered, and concurred in.

Ordered, That the Clerk acquaint the House of

Representatives thereof.
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The bill entitkcl, ^"^A further supplement to the act

.entitled., ''An act to provide for the erect'mn of a house

for the employment and support of the poor in the county

of Delaware,^'' was read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Dorsey in the chair) for the further con-

sideration thereof. And,
After some time,

The committee rose, reported progi'ess, and asked

leave to sit again ; which ^vas not granted.

Whereupon, on motion.

The said bill was referred to Mr. Pennell, Mr.
W^ayne, and Mr. Sommer, to consider and report

tliereon.

Adjourned till 11 o'clock, to-morrow morning-

JFednesday , March 2, 1808.

Mr. M'Arthur presented the petition of James White,

flf Crawford county ; stating, That he owns a lot of land

containing one acre, within a quarter of a mile of the town
of Meadville, on which he has erected the necessary

buildings for a tanyard, and that he carries on that busi-

ness ; that, by an act of the Legislature, the several courts

of quarter sessions WTst of the ri^^ers Allegheny were
ifothorized to appoint viewers, to view and. lay out roads

of such breadth as the said courts should direct, between
the several places therein mentioned; that, in pursuance
of said act, viewers were appointed, and laid out a road
of one hundred feet wide, from Meadville, in the county
of Crawford, to Waterford, in the county of Erie

;

which, if opened agreeably to the report of the viewers,

will be productive of irreparable injury to the petitioner,

by passing through that part of his lot, on which his bu-

siness is cairied on : he therefore prays relief. And th(?

$aid petition "Aas twice reiid, and referred to Mr,
M'iVrthur, Mr. Harris, and Mr. Lattimore, to consider

,and report thereon.

The petition of Abraham Faith, re^ yesterday, was
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again read, and referred to Mr. Blocher, Mr. Slaymaker,

and Mr. Gress, to consider and report thereon.

Mr Pennell, from the committee to whom was refer-

red on the eighth of last month, the petition of the sub-

scribers thereto, inhabitants of Connellsville, in the

county of Fayette, on leave now given, reported the

bill entitled, "^ supplement to an act entitled ; An act to

erect the toivn of ConneUsvilley in Fayette CQtmty, mto a
Borough;'''' which Was read the first time.

Mr. Pennell, from the committee to whom was re-

ferred on the first instant, the bill entitled, ^'^Afurther
supplement to the act entitled^ *^An act to proijide for the

erection x>f a house for the employment and support of the

poor ill the county of Delaware^^^ reported the said bill

with amendments ; which were read as reported.

The bill entitled, *'^« net for the relief of ^obn
Ca'uanaughy''' was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, '''Shall this bill pass?'''' being put,

was deterjnined in the afHrmativc.

Ordered, That it be presented to the House of Re-
presentatives for concurrence.

The bill entitled, '•'An actfor the relief oj the heirs of
Christopher JVahhour, senior, deceased,''^ was read the

second time as reported by committee of the whole,

5'esterday, considered by section, and agreed to.

Ordered, That the said bill be prepared for the third

reading.

The bill entitled, ''^An act to enable the administra-

tors of Peter Ankeny, late of the county of Somerset,

deceased, to comjey certain lots of ground in the borough

of Somerset, to the purchasers thereof^'' was rea,d the

second time.

Whereupon,
Tlie Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Rahm in the chair) for the further con-

sideration thereof. And,
After some time.

The committee rose, and reported the said bill

without amendment.
The; bill entitled, "^/2 act to alter the time of holding

the fairs in the borough of Carlisle^ in the county of
Cumberland,'''' was read the second time.
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Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Wayne in the chair) for the further con-

sideration thereof. And,
After sonic time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill without

amendment.
On motion of Mr. Hart and Mr. Pennell, and by

special order.

The said bill was considered by section, and agreed

to.

Ordered, That it be prejxired for the third reading.

The bill entitled, ^'•An act tofix the numher of Sena-

tors, form the state into districts, and determine the por-

tion to be allotted to each ; also to fix the number of Re-
presentativesfor the city, and the several counties of the

Cojmnonwealthy in pursuance of the provisions of the

constitution,'''' Mas read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Hart in the chair) for the further consider-

ation thereof. And,
After some time.

The committee rose, and reported the bill with

amendments ; which were read as reported.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented

an Extract from the Journal of that House ; which was
read, as follows, to wit :

*' In the House of Representatives,

" March 1, 1808.
" The resolution from the Senate, relative to the ad-

journment of the Legislature, read the twenty-sixth

ultimo, was again read, amended, and adopted; as

follows, viz.

" Resolved, That the Legislature will adjourn on

Monday, the twenty-eighth instant, without day."

Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Sommer and Mr. Laird,

The said resolution was again read. And,
Being under consideration

:

A motion was made by Mr. Hart and Mr. Pennell,

to postpone the further consideration thereof, for the

present j v/hich was not agreed to.
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Thereupon, after debate,

The Yeas and Nays on concurring the resolution

as amended by the House of Representatives, were re-

quired by Mr. Vance and Mr. Laird. And.
On the question being put, the Members voted as

follow^ to ivit

:
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Thursday, March 5, 1808.

Mr. Roberts presented the petition of Jonathan Gny,
of the county of Montgomery ; stating, That he served

his country six years in her revolutionary contest vv^ith

Great Britain; that he received several wounds, the

effects of which, with the infirmities of old age, render
him unable to obtain a livelihood by manual labor : he
therefore prays a pension. And the said petition was
twice read, and referred to Mr. Roberts, Mr. Pennell,

and Mr. Hart, to consider and report thereon.

Mr. Campbell presented the petition of John Mullow-
ney, of the borough of Lancaster ; stating,That he served
in the American army, in the revolutionary war, from
June, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-five, to

January, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-one ;

that he suifered all the hardships which were incident to

the most active, in the support of the independence of

his countiy ; and, as he is far advanced in age, infirm

in health, and incapable of earning a livelihood, he there-

fore prays relief. And the said petition was twice read,

and referred to Mr. Campbell, Mr Lattimore, and Mr.
Rankin, to consider and report thereon.

Mr. Dorsey, from the committee to whom was re-

ferred on the fifth December last, die sixth item of the

report of unfinished business, to wit, ^^on the subject of
iveights and measures,'''' made report, as follow :

That, as the subject is of a matter which requires a

lengthy detail of explanation, in order to a right under*

standing of the bill w^hich the committee herewith report,

(agreeably to leave) they have deemed it to be their duty
to submit to the consideration of Senate, with the bill,

the following remarks

:

* The committee find, the state

and condition of the weights and measures, and as re-

gulators, by which the v/eights and measures for gen-

eral use are adjusted, the mode of regulation, the laws

respecting the same, and the usages whieh obtain, to

be as follow

:

There are in tlie city of Philadelphia, two offices of

regulation ; one for measures of tlie dry kind, and the
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other for measures of the wet kind, and weights. The
Ibrmer office contains an ancient copper or brass half-

bushel, which is by some supposed to have been brought
from England by William Penn, or Nathaniel Allen,

and further supposed to be the same which is mentioned
in the law of one thousand seven hundred. At this time,

however, there is no certainty, as there are no discover-

able marks of British regulation, as is by the said law
required ; the marks are B. N. E. In two places it is

coarsely made, the diameters and bottom unequal and
irregular, is bruised and patched, and does not agree in

its contents with the Winchester bushel, as will hereafter

l>e shewn. This office also contains a cast brass four

quart staridard, and a cast brass two quart standard, both

marked with the letters W. R. and a crown stamp, and
evidently appear to be of those imported in pursuance of

the directions of the said Act of one thousand seven

hundred. The latter office contains a cast brass quart

standard, and a cast brass pint standard, both stamped,
and evidently of the set imported as before mentioned.

Being thus stamped, they are by the aforesaid law made
legal, although they do not agree with the Winchester
standard. There are also in this office a copper half-

gallon and a copper quart, intended for the regulation of

wine measures, and an Iron yard or three feet measure
of extension, without known accuracy ; neither of these

three have any evidence of regulation or legal stamp.

This office likewise contains a number of brass weights

In gradation from the fifty- six pounds weight, to the

half-ounce, which generally bear the appearance of

having been imported in pursuance of the aforesaid law,

having the stamps of the mural crown, the letter C.

and the dagger f ; which are evidences of the city of

London regulation. They do not bear the due and
relative proportion each to the other, especially in the

smaller weights ; nor can it be expected after such length

of use ; when last tried, the pound and aggregate

ounces varied nearly an ounce. As regards the stan-

dard, for Troy-weight, by which the precious metals

are assayed and determined, there are none ; and, so far

as can be discovered, there never have been any. The
larger and gross-weights, are also irregular ; and, as ihere

39
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is no determinate unit of weight from which to proceedy

there can be no accuracy.

In the admeasurement of sea or stone coal, the article

by law is subject to the same regulations as grain and
salt ; Vihich regulations are, that the same shall be stricken.

Coal however from usage is not stricken ; and the two
bushel measure, as it is called, v, hen filled nearly exen

^^ith the top in the manner which is called stricken mea-
sure, contains five half-bushels ; the latter half-bushel of

which is as an iillowance for heaping; and this mode by-

experience is deemed necessary. Heaping is generally

imderstood to be as much as can be piled or put on,

without holding. Large stone coal then can be by ad-

dress, piled so high, as that the quantity on the top, w^ill

be twice as much as can be put in the body of the mea-
sure ; Awhile the same article of a smaller or finer kind,

cannot be piled on more than will equal a fifth part of the

quantity contained in the same body or measure. To
avoid therefore the endless perplexities of the sworn
measures, caused by the impatience or supposed

wrongs of the buyer or seller, especially in large

quantities or cargoes, the foregoing method was taken.

It goes however to shew the perfect absurdity of heap-

ing; inasmuch as that, after all attempts at regularity,

the}'^ have been constrained to return to the original

mode—the stricken measure. The having of various

units or sources for weights or measures, is a just cause

of complaint ; inasmuch as that thereby constant op-

portunities for wrong are afforded, which in their

operation generally affect a class of society, who are

least able to sustain the injury. These happen most
frequently in articles of the first necessity; and the

practice is predicated on a supposed Mant of knowledge
of the various kinds of v.eights and measures, combined
with, their more various usages

fDry measure heaped,

^ Double measure,

The beer gallon.

The gross hundred,

one hundred & twelve

pounds.

The avoirdupois p'nd

of sixteen ounces.

bj:

^

Dry measure stricken.

Liquid measure heaped
Single measure,

^3 <J The wine gallon,

1 f
The nett hundred, one

hundred pounds.

The apothecaries p'nd,

of 12 ounces,or trov.
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Are among the modes adopted by the smaller class of

dealers, for the purpose of an unfair profit. The com-
mittee are therefore of opinion, that there should be but

one unit standard, or source, for measures of extension

;

one unit standard, or source, for measure of capacity ;

and one unit standard, or source, for weight ; one office

or regulation for each county, one mode of measurement
by measures of capacity, % ivit, strike ; and one mode

' of weighing, to wh, the nett hundred.

These are all which are necessary ; and more then these

will ever tend to the evils and inconveniencies already

pointed out.

In order to shew the safety and simplicity of this

hypothesis of three original units, it will be necessary

to bring into view the laws of Great Britain, from
which our laws and usages have been derived, the autho-

rities for the legal or actual weights and measures now in

use, and such other data as are deemed elucidatory ; it

may be well also to shcAv the ill effects of a contrary sys-

tem, ijiz, a plurality of units of weights for articles of

the same kind, or nature, which system has occasionally

pervaded every nation in a greater or less degree. Some
of these are as follow :

In Grand Cairo (Egypt) the weight or unit of trade is

a candarinc, of which they have different ones for almost

every article—instance : A candarine of ivory, is one hun-
dred rotels, (or nearly common pounds) ; of dye-stuffs,

one hundred and thirty ; of coffee, wine, or iron, one
hundred and fifty ; of oil, and some liquids, (liquids in

the eastern countries being sold by weights, as they sel-

dom use measures of capacity) one hundred and tweh'c.

In Hamburg, and other parts of Holland, they have

several customary pounds ; their general weight is called

troy : it is, however, not exactly the same as the troy

of England. They have also their apothecaries' pound,
and their arsenic pound ; the latter of \\hich is equal to

three of the apothecaries' pounds.

In France, previous to the late revolution, almost
every province had its peculiar weight and measure.
Their aunes, or ells ; their lime bushel, salt bushel, and
plaister bushel, being all variant.

I'he Magna Charta of Great Britain, in the year one
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thousand two hundred and twenty-five, enjoins, that

" one measure of wine, and oil, and corn, shall be

throughout the realm ; that is to say^ the quarter of

London ; and it shall be of weights, as it is of mea-
sures." This law was confirmed in almost every suc-

ceeding reign for several centuries, and, in some in-

stances, in almost every year of such reign ; and also

by the sentence of the Bishop's " curse on the breakers

of Magna Charta, or any jxirt thereof."

By the thirt3'-first of Edward the First, one thousand

three hundred and two, " An English pewy, wliich is

called the sterling, round without any clipping, shall

weigh XXXII grains of wheat, well dried and gatl^iered

out of the middle of die car ; and XX pence make an

ounce, and XII ounces make a pound, and VIII
pounds make a gallon of wine, and VIII gallons of

wine make a bushel of London, which is the Vlllth
of a quarter."

The statute of the fourteenth of Edward the Third,

one thousand three hundred and forty, confirms Magna
Charta, and the preceding.

The statute of the elevendi and twelfth of Henry the

Seventh, in the years one thousand four hundred and
ninety-four and five, confirms Magna Charta, and or-

ders just standards to be sent throughout the kingdom.
Other statutes, tending to the same object, of an

original source for ^\eiglits and measures, were at many
periods afterwards enacted, but nevertheless without

due effect; the deviations were frequently caused by
the inaccuracies of the officers, whose duty it was to

cause to be made and adjusted the proper standards,

but more frequently in consequence of ancient usages.

An instance of such neglect of trust and duty, will ap-

pear by reference to the statute of the seventh of Henry,
one thousand four hundred and ninety-four. Complete
sets of standards, in virtue of that statute, were serit

throughout the realm, and deposited in the market
towns therein pointed out. It was presently discov ered

that the wliole of their standards were incorrect ; and a

law was made in the succeeding year, calling them in,

and causing them to be " dampened and broken," and
'Other standai'ds to be made out cf die materials thereof,
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and to be issued in their places:" this law, from re-

missness again, was but partially carried into effect.

The sealed gallon of Guildhall, for wines, oils and spi-

rits, was supposed to contain t\vo hundred and thirty-

one cubic inches ; but, by experiment before the lords

commissioners of excise, in one thousand six hundred
and eighty-eight, it was found to contain only two hun-
dred and twenty-four cubic inches : it was nevertheless

determined to continue the supposed two hundred and
thirty-one inches.

By the statute of William the Third, one thousand

six hundred and ninety- seven, the standard busl"iel for

the collection of the inalt-tax, was ordered to be a cyl-

indrical vessel of eighteen inches diameter, and eight

inches in depth, and was intended to be the same as the

Winchester bushel ; on examination it was found to be
less : it was however continued.

The power of custom in opposition to laws, is

strongly instanced in the adm^easm-ement of the English
acre. The legal acre, at least as eai'ly as the first Ed-
ward, one thousand three hundred and six, has always

been composed of one hundred and sixty perches, of
sixteen and an half feet each ; nevertheless, in many
counties in England, the perch to this day varies from
sixteen and an half, to twenty-eight feet ; and the legal

assessment and the taxes yield to such custom.

At the present time, tlie British have three various

standard gallons—the wine, the corn, and the beer; al-

though their Magna Charta grants but one. They ha\e

also two various standard units of weight—the avoirdu-

pois pound of sixteen ounces, and the troy pound of

twelve. The former containing seven thousand troy

grains, the latter five thousand seven hundred and sixty

of said grains. Apothecaries compound their medicine

by the latter, and purchase by the former. The pliar-

macopias state fatal effects from the compounding in

quantities, drugs or medicines in which arsenic, or the

mercurial preparations preponderate by error or confu-

sion of these weights. Measures for ale, compared with

those of beer, are also variant. Of the former, the firkin

is sixty-four pints, the kilderkin one hundred and twenty-

eight, the barrel two hundred and fifty-six, and the
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hogshead five hundi-ed and twelve pints. Of the latter,

the firkin is seventy-two pints, the kilderkin one hun-
dred and forty-four, the barrel two hundred and eighty-

eight, and the hogshead five hundred and seventy-six

pints. Their clove of wool is seven pounds, whilst

their clove of cheese and butter is eight pounds ; these

again varying in particular instances.

In Scotland, the plurality of units for tilings of the

same kind, is even more peculiar. The pound of beef

in Edinburgh, is seventeen ounces and a half; in Glas-

gow, twenty-two ounces. The navy hundred weight,

one hundred and twelve pounds ; the common hundred
weight, one hundred and eight pounds ; and the nett

hundred w-eight is one hundred pounds. The pound
of butter in Edinburgh, is twenty-two ounces ; and in

Kelso, a neighboring town, tucnty-four ounces. Scots

cheese is sold by the pound of twenty-two ounces, at

the same time and place where English cheese is sold

by the pound of sixteen ounces. Salt is sold in the

morning by the measure, at the same place where it is

sold in the evening by weight. Wheat and barley arc

sold by variant firlots, or bushels ; the dimensions of

the former of which are so indeterminate, as to have

been the object of an inveterate law-suit for eighteen

years, involving alternate success and renewal. But it

would be uninteresting further to detail the local habits,

prejudices, errors, and ills, which must ever be the

concomitant of a plurality of units for articles of the

same kind ; it is however necessary to bring into view,

the actual standards which at present exist in Great Bri-

tain, because from these are derived all of ours which
are sanctioned by law.

Standard Dry Measures of Great Britain.

Of Magna Charta, in the year one thousand"! -English

two hundred and t^venty-five, and con-

^ J firmed by Ed\A'ard the First, one thousand
,^

three hundred and two ; the act in force,

but the measure not known, unless it is

L the one of the fifth Anne, contains,

V

cubic

Inches.

1,848
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English

cubic

Inches.

2,224

2,124

2,122

2,124

Sta?idard Dry Measures of Great Britain.

''Of Henry the Seventh, one thousand four-v

hundred and ninety-four, with coi^per (,

rim, in the Exchequer, contains, J
Of do. without rim, in do.

Of Ehzabeth, one thousand six hundreds
and one, for corn, marked E. in Ex- >

chequer, J

For corn, dated one thousand and ninety -"|

one, (supposed for one thousand five I

hundred and ninety-one, or one thou- ^
sand six hundred and one) called The
Old Riifus, J

Of Winchester usage, - - 2,178
For malt-tax of one thousand six hundred"

and ninety-seven, a cylindrical vessel of

eighteen and a half inches in diameter, 2,150
equal top and bottom, and eight inches ^
in depth, intended to be the same as

the Winchester bushel, but contain-

ing,

Of fifth Anne, one thousand seven hun-

dred and ten, at Guildhall,

Of twelfth Anne, for coals, at do.

Of usage for coal at London, nineteen^
inches diameter at top, fifteen inches ! 9007
and four-tenths at the bottom, and ten 1

"'

inches and four-tenths deep, -'

Of usage of sixty-four avoirdupois pounds 1
of good wheat from the middle of the

J-
2,256

. ear, well dried, J

1,848

2,217

Standard Liquid Measures of Great

Britain,
Gallon Bushel

g rOf Magna Charta, one thousand

two hundred and twenty-five,

and confirmed by Edward the }> 231 = 1 848

of Cubic of Cubic

Inches. Inches.

' First, one thousand three hun- 1

dred and two, j
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2152

Standard Liquid Measures of Great Britain.
Gallon Bushel

fThe Rumford (ancient) of one"! ^fCubic of Cubic

thousand two hundred 8c twenty. I

^'^'^"- ^'''''''^

eight, examined by the commis-
f
226 25= 1810

sioners of excise, J
Of Elizal3eth, one thousand six"j

hundred and one, marked E. |-271= 2168
in Exchequer, J

For corn, dated one thousand six->

hundred and one, notwithstand-
(

ing which, it is said to be of j>270= 2260
Henry the Seventh, in Exche-
quer, -^

Of Ehzabeth, marked F. E. in^

the Exchequer, 5

For wine, oil, and spirits, sealed,-^

and in Guildhall, supposed to
J

hold two hundred and thirty-one j

inches ; but, on experiment be- I

fore the lords commissioners of \^^.
excise in one thousand six hun-

'^'^-^'

dred and sixty-eight, \A'as found

to contain (nevertheless it \vas

agreed to continue two hundred
and thirty-one) but

Winchester—three were measured^
in one thousand six hundred and \,^„^ n " >

eighty-eight as aforesaid, for the i

^^^ ' =21 /B

seaports, each -^

Of fifth Anne, one thousand seven
^

hundred, ^231=

1792

c3

Of usage of eight avoirdupois

_ pounds wheat dried, Sec. ^282=
'Of Magna Charta & Edward? 5^ 3-4=_231

the First, J

Of Elizabeth, one thousand!

six hundred aud one, inr70==
Exchequer, ^

Rumford (ancient) examined? ^g__
by said commissioners, 5

Of usage of two avoirdupois -> ^
pounds dried wheat.

2256

a84.8

280=2240

264=2256

70 1-2=282=2256
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Standard Liquid Measures of Great
Britain, Gallon Bushel

of Cubic of Cubic

Of MaariaChaita and Edward, ^^ ,
{""''"• -'""*'"•

the First,
^28!--8= 03i=.1848

Of Elizabeth (two) one thou--^

sand six hundred and one
|

c <; and one thousand six hun- !>34 1-2=276=2208
dred and two, in Exche-

j

quer, each, -^

Of usage of one pound avoirO ^5 1-4=282=2256
dupois wheat dried, S - -

The general Measures of Capacity in Great Britain^

howje'^er, are :

Kngli&h cubic Said

Inches. Inches,

The wine pint of - r28 7-8 -^ 5 ^ -^ r231
The ale or beer pint of J 35 i-4 ' ^ -^ »j 282
The dry pint of - 1 33 U r ^^ 1 j

270
The Winchester pint of L34 1.32J g® I L272 1-4

The wine pint of - f^^js'Sl - f1,848
The ale or beer pint of j S "^ ^ I

- J 2,256
The drv pint of -

j "S
^ | )=^ - s 2,160

The Winchester pint of Lh '^
I j

-
L^, 170

The Scots pint contains in reality, one hundred and
three and a half English cubic inches ; but, inasmuch
as that it has from long usage been supposed to contain

one hundred and five such inches, the latter has been

continued : therefore,

Twenty-one and a quarter Scots pints, of i Cubidnches

one hundred and five English cubic inch- > 2,231 1-4^

es, make the wheat firlot or bushel of, J

Thirty-one ditto, make the barley firlot of, 3,255
The actual standards for measure or capacity, for

Pennsylvania, which, to be lawful, must be derived
from the English part of the preceding, are as follow :

A copper or brass half-bushel, marked B. N. E. and
said to have been brought into this country by
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William Penn, and also said to be the same which
is mentioned in the law of one thousand seven hun-

dred ; which, by the best measurement that can be

taken—it being bruised and of an irregular form

—

contains one thousand one hundred and thirteen

nine-tenths cubic inches, which is equal to the

bushel of English cubic inches, 2227 s-io

A cast brass gallon standard,

marked W. R. probably in-

6630 3040

tended for theWinchester mai'k, 275—=2205

—

A cast brass half-gallon standard,
69 04

same mark, - - 137— 2203

—

A cast brass quart standard, same
mark, 71 i -4 2280

A coal-tub of usage, intended for two bushels, whiqh
contains, stricken, five half-bushels, or about two
thousand six hundred and eighteen English cubic

inches and three hundred and seventy parts of a

thousand. And,
A standard for lineal measures, is an iron rod of about

three feet in length, one inch in width, and one

quarter of an inch in thickness ; the accuracy un-

ascertained, and without legal stamp or mark.
The standard of Great Britain for lineal measure, is,

by a report of a committee of the House of Commons,
one thousand seven hundred and fifty-eight, and fifty-

nine, stated to be a brass rod, three feet in length, sup-

posed to have been made in the time of Henry the First,

one thousand one hundred and ten ; it is in the custody

of the chamberlain of his majesty's exchequer, is

coarsely made, and the divisions not exact. This an-

cient original is now seldom used, the Royal Society

having, by authority, caused one to be made of the

exact length of the original—of superior Avorkmanship,

and greater accuracy, as regards the form and divi-

sions; which standard is by that society kept, and is

the accurate mode by which is adjusted all the other

standards. The legal perch and legal acre, by which
are held all the landed estate throughout the king-
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dom, from the time of their earliest laws, are derived

from this measure. It is said to be the Ancient Ulna,

or Aune, and to have origin as early as the time of

Ethelbert, first Christian king of Kent, who reigned

from the year five hundred and sixty-one, to six hun-

dred and sixteen ; and that Henry recognized, adopted,

and established it, in preference to a longer aune, be-

cause it happened to be of the length of his arm.

From Great Britain, this standard reached America,
at the period of the earliest English settlement, has been
continued ever since ; and, at this day, countless mil-

lions of value in real or landed estate, is held and deter-

mined by its multiple of perches and acres, and its

division of feet and inches.

It has long been a desideratum with philosophers and
nations, to establish an accurate and universal standard

which could be easily resorted to at any time, and in

any climate. To effect this object, innumerable inven-

tions have been suggested ; but as yet, with little pros-

pect of success. Matter, by means of a measurement of

a portion of the meridian of the earth ; and Motion, by
means of a pendulum, which should, in a certain degree

of latitude, vibrate equal seconds, have been the most
plausible. The present French system is an attempt at

the former, and is as follows : the metre is the forty mil-

Honth part of a meridian of the earth, which, by the last

measurement in France, is supposed to be equal to

thirty-nine, and the tliree thousand seven hundred and
two parts of ten thousand Enghsh inches; this is the

unit of measure of extension. The litre, is a cube
whose side is the tenth part of a metre, and is computed
to be sixty-one, and the two hundred and forty-second

part of ten thousand English cubic inches ; this is the

unit for measures of capacity. The gramme, is the

weight of a cube of distilled water, the side of which
is the one hundredth of a metre ; this is the unit of
freight. The stere, for fuel, is computed to be thirt}'-

five,, and the thirty-one thousand four hundred and
sixty-seventli part of one hundred thousand English
cubic feet; and the acre, for land, is the square of one
hundred square metres.

From the established character of the French mathe-
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maticians, there is reason to iDeiieve that all care has been
taken to have the system as accurate as possible.

This accuranc}^, however, is doubted by an opposing
nation; and large and expensive volumes have been
written and published in support of the principle and its
accuracy. The triangles are laid down and explained
by a great variety of charts or maps : these, (one quarto
volume excepted) together with the units of actual
weights and measures founded thereon, have reached
this country, and are near the scat of state Legislation.
Whether this system, or some other of superior merit,

will, or can ever obtain, is a question too indeterminate
longer to retard wholesome regulations, v. hich are daily
required of the constituted authorities. Should such
system obtain, it will possess advanUiges; should it not,
it will most probably be from some of the followiiu^
reasons

:

"^

First. Innovation on long established habits.
Second. Jealousy of one nation being dictated to by

unother.

Third. Incomprehensibility of the general mass of
mankind. And,

Fourth. Invasion of the legal rights of possession of
all landed estate, the source of life, health, and local
IiLippiness, by an attempt to substitute a variant unit for
Its admeasurement, in the place of that by ^vhich it has
been held in its most ancient tenure, thereby chane:in^
Its integer or acre.

As regards the transient and perishable articles of
daily consumption, a change would be less important.
It IS of little consequence whether the gallon shall
contain two hundred and thirty-one or t\\-o hundred
and eighty-two cubic inches, or that the pound shall
be sixteen or twelve ounces ; inasmuch as they only
go to determine the quantity of that which is sold oi-

consumed, and is no longer known ; but it k of every
consequence that the unit by w hich is held and admea-
sured all landed, and, of course, all the imperishable
estate of a nation descended from earliest generation,
should continue unalterable and inviolate. It is also of
tlie first consequence, that every nation should have its
own complete establishment founded on the best princi-
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pies, but it is not of equal moment, whether any two
nations agree in having the same unit : because a table

of the relative proportions will instantly shew the quan-

tity, according to the mode in any country. If this idea

is safe, it goes far to abate the necessity of any universal

standard; inasmuch as, that, if ever such standard can

be established, the unit of measure must be marked
thereon, and considered as bearing a relative proportion

thereto ; otherwise all landed titles would be annihilated.

It then follows, that such standard would be little other

than a table of relative proportions ; because no nation

could agree to change tlie u;iit which governs the acre.

This research, and these conclusions, then bring the

committee to the following result

:

That, instead of looking for new or foreign systems,

it is better to correct and coniirm that which is known ;

banishing at the same time all obstruseness, so that our

native system may appear to its due advantage.

And this is most readily in the power of legislative

authority, by the adoption of a principle well knowii and

admitted. It is this : That a measure of capacity,

\\ hich \A ill, contain an exact cubic English foot, will if

filled with pure or distilled water at the sixtieth degree

of Fahrentheit's thermometer, the water threin will

weigh one thousand a\'oirdupois ounces. If then the

foot measure is divided into tenths or decads, we obtain

just one thousand such cul^ic decads (or tenths) of

Avater, each of which wall weigh an avoirdupois ounce

;

ten whereof will give the unit or weight ; ten whereof
will also gi^"e the unit or measure ; and ten whereof

will give our common foot. These, being each com-
mensurate with the other, will individually be a test for

the adjustment of the remaining two. A principle

m.ore safe in the opinion of the committee, than the

hypothesis on which the weights and m.easures of

Great Britain are founded: 'viz. That "thirty-two or

twenty-foiu' grains of wheat, well dried and gathered from
the middle of the ear," shall, in their multiple, give

the pound; or that three barley corns shall, in their

multiple, give the foot ; inasmuch as, that the size of

the grain must always be according to the soil, or mode
of cultivation.
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The bill reported by Mr. Dorsey, entitled, "v^;z act

establishing iveights and measures^ and authorizing the

regulation of those which shall hereafter be used,'''' was
read the first time.

Ordered, That the usual number of copies of the

said report, together with the bill, be printed in pamph-
let form, for the use of the Members.
The bill entitled, "^;z act for the relief of the heirs

of Christopher JValtJiour^ seniory deceased ;"" was read

the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, '•^ Shall this bill pass ?'^ being put,

was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be presented to the House of Re-
presentatives for concurrence.

The bill entitled, 'M;z act to alter the time of holding

the fairs in the borough of Carlisle^ in t/ie county of
Cumberland^'''' was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, '^ Shall this bill pass?'''' being put,

WT.S determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Re-
presentatives, with information, That Senate have passed

the said bill without amendment.
The bill entitled, ^^An act to enable the administrators

oj Peter Ankeny, late of the county of Somerset, deceased,

to coimey certain lots of ground in the borough of Somer-
set, to the purchasers thereof,"" was read the second
time as reported by committee of the whole yesterday,

considered by section, and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

The bill entitled, "^;z act tofx the number of Sena-

tors, form the state into districts, and determine the por-

tion to be allotted to each ; also to fx the number of Re-
presentatives for the city, and the several counties of the

Commomvealt/i, in pursuance of the provisions of the

constitution,'''' Vv-as read the second time as reported by
committee of the whole yesterday, and considered by
section.

Section I. being under consideration :

A motion was made by Mr. Harris and Mr. Som-
mer, to amend the ratio on which the people shall be
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represented in Senate, from
^'-
four thousand fi'oe hiin-

dred,^^ to Jive thousandfour hundred^^^ and to form the

state into districts agreeably thereto.

On which motion,

The Yeas and Nays were required by Mr. Wayne
and Mr. Heston.

Whereupon, after debate,

On the question being put, the Members voted as

follow, to %vit :

YEAS. YEAS.
1. Mr. Brady, 7. Mr. Mayer,

2. Mr. Campbell, 8. Mr. Slaymaker,

3. Mr. Gress, 9. Mr. Sommer,
4. Mr. Harris, 10. Mr. Wayne,
5. Mr. Heston, 11. Mr. Lane, Speaker.

6. Mr. Lattimore,

NAYS. NAYS.
1. Mr. Blocher, 8. Mr. Mitchell,

2. Mr. Dorsey, 9. Mr. Pennell,

3. Mr. Hart, 10. Mr. Rahm,
4. Mr. Hiester, ' 11. Mr. Rankin, r

5. Mr. Laird, 12. Mr. Roberts,

6. Mr. Martin, 13. Mr. Vance.

7. Mr. M'Arthur,
Eleven Yeas and thirteen Nays ; by which it appeared,

that the question was determined in the negative.

The section was adopted.

The remaining sections, with the title, having been

agreed to

:

Ordered, That the said bill be prepared for the third

reading.

The bill entitled, ^^A supplement to an act entitled^

'•'•An act directing the mode of settling accounts in ths

Land-Office i and to prevent frauds in obtaining war-

rants for land,^^ was read the second time as reported

by select committee on the first instant.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Hart in the chair) for the further con-

sideration thereof. And,
After some time,

The committee rose, reported progress, and had
leave to sit atrain to- morrovr.
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On motion of Mr. Wayne and Mr. Hart,

Agreed, That, for the remainder of the session, (un-

less otherwise directed) Senate will meet at 10 o'clock

in the morning.

Adjourned till 10 o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Friday y March 4, 1808.

Mr. Harris presented the petition of the subscribers

thereto, inhabitants of the county of Clearfield ; stating,

That, by an act of the twenty-sixth of March, one

thousand eight hundred and four, three commissioners

(appointed by the Governor) were authorized and di-

rected to mark the boundary lines of the new counties

erected from the counties of Lycoming, Huntingdon,

and Somerset ; that the allowance to said commission-

ers is two dollars per mile, which the petitioners state

to be inadequate to the nature of the service : they

therefore pray an increase of compensation for the said

commissioners. And the said petition was read, and

Laid upon the table.

The bill entided, "^/z act tofix the number of Sena-

tors, form the state into districts^ and determine the por-

tion to be allotted to each ; also tofix the number of Re-

presentati'vcs for the city^ and the several counties of die

Co?7imonwecdthy in pursuance of the provisions of the

constitution^^'' was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, ^^ Shall this billpass P'^ being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be presented to the House of Re-

presentatives for concurrence.

The bill entitled, "^/z act to cfiable the administra-

tors of Peter Ankeny, late of the county of Somerset,

deceasedy to coniiey certain lots of ground in the borough

of Somerset y to the purchasers thereof^ was read the

third time.

Whereupon,
The question, " Shall this bill pass P^' being put,

\^as determined in the aitrmati>e.
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Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Re-
presentatives, with information. That Senate have passed
the said bill v/ithout amendment.
A motion was made by Mr. Vance and Mr. Roberts,

to discharge the order of the day for the further consid-

eration in com.mittee of the whole, of the bill entitled,

''''A supplement to an act entitled^ '•'An act directing the

mode of settling accounts in the Land-Office ^ and to

prClient frauds in obtaining warrants for land ;''''
(for

the purpose of discharging the committee of the whole,
and re-committing the said bill to a select committee)
which was not agreed to.

Whereupon,
The Senate resumed, in committee of the whole,

(Mr. Hart in the chair) the consideration of the said

bill. And,
After some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill with
amendments ; which were read as reported.

The Secretary of the Commonwealth presented a

message from the Governor; which was read as follows,

to wit :

" To tlie Senate and House of Rcpreseiitati^ves of the

Commonwealth of Pennsyhania.
" Gentlemen,

" AGREEABLY to a request of his

Excellency William H. Cabell, esquire, Governor of

the State of Virginia, I submit to the respective Houses,
copies of a resolution of the General Assembly of that

State, proposing that tlie Constitution of the United
States shall be so amended, That the Senators in the

Congress of tlie United States may be removed from
office, by the vote of a majority of the whole number
of the Members of the respective State Legislatures by
which the said Senators have been, or may be appointed

;

together with a copy of the Governor's letter.

"THOMAS M'KEAN.
•' Lancaster, March 4, 1808."

The documents accompanying the same were also

read, as follow, to wit

:

41.
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[Circular.]
RICHMOND, February 22, 1808.

Sir,

I have the honor to transmit you herewith, a resolu-

tion of the General Assembly of the State of Virginia,

proposing that the Constitution of the United States

shall be so amended, '' That the Senators in the Con-
gress of the United States may be removed from office,

by the vote of a majority of the whole number of the

Members of the respective State Legislatures by which
the said Senators have been or may be appointed ;" and
to request, that you will be pleased to lay the same be-

fore the Legislature of the State over which you preside,

I am, with great respect.

Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

WILLIAM H. CABELL.
His Excellency the Go'vernor 7

of Pemisyhania, 5
" Resolved, That our Senators in the Congress of

the United States be instructed, and our Representatives

requested, to endeavor to obtain the following amend-
ment to the Constitution of the United States, to ivit

:

" That the Senators in the Congress of the United
States may be removed from office, by the vote of a

majority of the whole number of the Members of the

respective State Legislatures, by which the said Sena-
tors have been or may be appointed.

''January 13, 1808. Agreed to.

" ROBERT TAYLOR, S. S.

" HUGH NELSON, S. H. D.
'^ A true copy.

Test.

"J. Pleasants, junior,

" Keeper of the Rolls, ^

" Resolved, That the Governor be requested to trans-

mit to the Senators and Representatives of this State in

Congress, and to the Governors of the other States, a
copy of the resolution adopted by this present General

Assembly, proposing an Amendment to the Constitu

tion of the United States.
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^'February 9, 1808. Agreed to by the House of

Delegates,

"JAMES PLEASANTS, jun. C. H. D.
*' February 9, 1808. Agreed to by the Senate,

''THEO. HANSFORD, C. S.

"A true copy.
" Test. J. PLEASANTS, jun.

Keeper of the Rolls.''''

The bill entitled, "yf further supplement to the act

entitled., ^'An act to provide for the erection of a house

for the employment and support of the poor in the county

of Delai'oare,'" was read the second time as reported by
select committee on the second instant.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. M 'Arthur in the chair) for the further con-

sideration thereof. And,
After some time.

The committee rose, and reported the bill with

amendments ; which were read as reported.

The bill entitled, " An act granting an annuity to

Thomas Snowden,^^ was read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Vance in the chair) for the further con-

sideration thereof. And,
After some time,

The committee rose, reported progress, and had
leave to sit again to-morrow.

Adjourned till 10 o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Saturday, March 5, 1808*

The Speaker laid before the Senate, a report of the

Comptroller-General of the contingent expences of that

office-, ^'for the last tivehe months^ ending ivith the

tnventy-ninth of February last,'''' And the same was read,

and
Laid upon the table.

Mr. M'Arthur presented the memorial of the com-
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missioners of Crawford county; stating, Thi't, at the

INIay term of the court of quarter sessions, one thousand
eight hundred and six, a certain person (a female) was
indicted and convicted of robbing a certain Roderick
Frazier, junior, and was sentenced to confinement for

six months, to restore the property stolen, to pay a fine

to the Commonweakh equal to the goods stolen, and to

stand committed till the whole of the sentence be
complied with ; that, in virtue of the sentence, said

person remains in confinement, being unable to pay the

iinc or restore the goods, and the prosecutor will not

consent to her liberation ; in consequence of which, the

county is subjected to a lieavy expence for the mainte-

nance of the said convict : they therefore pray reliefs

And the said memorial was twice read, and referred to

Mr. M'Arthur, Mr. Mayer, and Mr. Blocher, to con,

sider and report thereon.

Mr. Dorse}^ presented the memorial of A. Bouchicre,

of the city of Philadelphia, sugar refiner ; stating, That
he has made considerable improvements in that busi-

ness ; that he contemplates the erection of a refinery at

Pittsburg, to improve the maple sugar—and another at

Philadelphia, for the refinement of sugar from the cane ;

but as the establishment will require a much larger ca-

pital than he can command, he therefore prays permis-

sion to raise by v^ay of lottery the sum of thirty thou-

sand dollars to enable him to accomplish an object so

beneficial to the state of Pennsylvania. And the said

memorial \vas t^vice read, and referred to Mr. Dorsey,

Mr. Martin, Mr. Harris, Mr. Vance, and Mr. Som-
mer, to consider and report thereon.

Mr. Wayne, from the committee to whom was re-

ferred on the nineteenth of last month, the bill entitled,

^'Aii act to afford immediate relief to James Waters^ a
soldier during the reiiolutionary vjar, and to grant him
an annuity^'''' reported the said bill without amendment.
The bill entitled, ^^A further supplement to the act

entided^ '"'An act to provide for th.e erection of a poor-

house for the eniployjnent and support of the poor in the

county of Dehnvare^^'' was read the second time as re-

ported by committee of the \\hole yesterday, aiid con.

sidered by section.
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Section I. being under consideration :

A motion was made by Mr. Wayne and Mr. Pennell,

to postpone the same for the present, in order to intro-

duce that struck out in committee of the whole.

On which motion,

Mr. Heston and Mr. Laird required the Yeas and
Nays ; and,

On the question being put, the Members voted as

follow, to %vit

:
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ther consideration of the bill entitled, "y^;z act for the

reliefof Thomas Snovjden.'''' And,
After some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill with

amendments ; wnich were read as reported.

Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Hart, and Mr. Roberts,

The said bill was considered by section, and agreed

to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

The bill entitled, "-^ supplement to an act entitled^

''^An act directing the mode of settling accounts in the

Land-Office, and to prei)entfrauds in obtaining ivarrants

for land^''^ was read the second time as reported by-

committee of the whole yesterday, and considered by
section.

Section I. being under consideration :

A motion was made by Mr. Wayne and Mr. Rahm,
to extend the time for the operation of the act therein

mentioned, " from one thousand ei^^ht hundred and nine
t'''

to " one thousand eight hundred and ten,''^ and required

the Yeas and Nays thereon.

Whereupon,
On the question being put, the Members voted as

follow, to ivit:
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A motion was made by Mr. Wayne and Mr. Rankin,

to extend the time for the operation of the act therein

mentioned, from " one thousand eight hundred and
nine,^^ till

'•^ one thousand eight hundred and ten^" and
required the Yeas and Nays thereon.

Whereupon,
On the question being put, the Members voted as

follow, to ivit :

YEAS. YEAS.
1. Mr. Campbell, 6. Mr. Martin,

2. Mr. Harris, 7. Mr. Mayer,

3. Mr. Hiester, 8. Mr. Rahm,
4. Mr. Laird, 9. Mr. Rankin,

5. Mr. Lattimore, 10. Mr. Wayne.
NAYS. NAYS.

1. Mr. Blocher, 7. Mr. M'Arthur,
2. Mr. Brady, 8. Mr. Pennell,

3. Mr. Dorsey, 9. Mr. Roberts,

4. Mr. Gress, 10. Mr. Sommer,
5. Mr. Hart, 11. Mr. Vance.
6. Mr. Heston, 12. Mr. Lane, Speaker,

Ten Yeas and twelve Nays ; by which it appeared,

that the question was determined in the negative.

The section was adopted.

Section III. being under consideration

:

A motion was made by Mr. Sommer and Mr. Hart,

to amend the section, by inserting the following imme-
diately preceding the proviso :

" And where any person

or persons, or their heirs, shall not owe any arrears as

aforesaid, such person or persons, or their heirs, on
obtaining a certificate from the Receiver-General, stat-

ing the balance due, the Governor is hereby authorized

to draw his warrant on the State-Treasurer for the

amount thereof, which shall be paid out of any unap-

propriated monies in the Trersury."

On which motion.
The Yeas and Nays were required by Mr. Roberts

and Mr. Pennell ; and,

On the question being put, the Members voted as

follow- , to wit :

YEAS. YEAS.
I. Mr, Blocher, 2. Mr. Dorsev,
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YEAS.
3. Mr. Grcss,

4. 3Ir. Hart,

5. Mr. Heston,

6. 3Ir. Hiester,

7. A^i'. Laird,

8. Mr. Martin,

9. Mr. Maver.
NAYS.

L ;ifr. Brady,

2. i^fr. Campbell,
3. Mr. Harris,

YEAS.
10. ;i/r. M 'Arthur,

11. Mr. Pennell,

12. Mr. Rahm,
13. ilfr. Roberts.

14. Mr. Sommcr,
15. 3Ir. Vance,
16. Mr. Lane, Speaker

NAYS.
4. iYr. Lattimore,

5. Mr. Rankin,
6. ifr. Wayne.

Sixteen Yeas snd six Nays ; by which it appeared,

that the question was determined in the affirmative.

A motion A\as then made by Mr. Sommer and Mr.
Roberts, to strike from line 7, the words '•' ivii/i inter-

est,'''' so as to prevent the pa} ment of interest on the

balances which remain due to any person or persons.

On which motion.

The Yeas an.d Nays were required by Mr. Roberts
and Mr. Vance ; and,

On the question being put, the Members ^'oted as

follov,", to %vil :

YEAS.
1. Mr, Blocher,

2. Mr, Laird,

3. Mr. Pennell,

NAYS.
1. 3Ir. Brady,

2. 3Ir. Campbell,

3. Mr. Dorsev,

4. Mr. Cress,'
'

5. Mr. Harris,

6. Mr. Hart,

7. Mr. Heston,

8. Mr. Hiester,

4.

5.

YEAS.
ilfr. Roberts,

Mr. Som.mer,

NAYS.
10. Mr. Martin,

11. Mr. Mayer,
Mr. M'Arthur;
Mr. Rahm,
ilfr. Rankin,

Mr. Vance,
16. iJfr. Wayne,
17. Mr. Lane. Speaker.

12

13

14

15

9. Mr. Lattimore,

Five Yeas and seventeen Nays ; by which It appeared,

that the question was determined in the negative.

Whereupon,
I'he Yeas and Nays on the section were required by

]Mr. Pennell and ?» I r. Roberts; and.
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On
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NAYS. NAYS.
9. Mr. Laird, 13. Mr. Sommer,

10. Mr. Lattimore, 14. Mr. Vance,
11. Mr. Martin, 15. Mr. Wayne,
12. Mr. Rahm, 16. Mr. Lane, Speaker.

Six Yeas and sixteen Nays ; by which it appeared,

that the question was determined in the negative.

Thereupon, on motion,

The said petition was referred to Mr. Dorsey^ Mr.
Sommer, and Mr. Vance, to consider and report

thereon.

Adjourned till 10 o'clock, Monday morning;

Monday, March 7, 1808,

Mr. Pennell presented the petition of the subscribers

inhabitants thereto, ofthe cit" and county of Philadelphia,

and Delaware county, praying for an act to incorporate a

company for making an artificial road, commencing at

the permanent bridge on Schuylkill, by the most direct

route to the village of Derby ; thence through the town
of Chester, to the state of Delaware. And the said

petition was twice read, and referred to Mr. Pennell,

Mr. Roberts, and Mr. Sommer, to consider and report

thereon.

The bill entitled, "^ supplement to an act entitled^

''^An act directing the mode of settling accounts in the

Land-Office, and to pre'uentfrauds in obtai?iing warrants
for iand,^^ was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, ^' Shall this bill pass P^^ being put,

was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Re-
presentatives, witb information, That Senate have jDassed

the said bill with amendments, in which the concur-

rence of that House is requested.

W hich amendments are as follow, to wit

:

Insert a new section, to come in before tlie first sec-

tion of the bill, as follows :

" Section I, Be it enacted bv the Senate and House
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-cf Representatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-

vania in General Assembly met, and it is hereby enacted

by the authority of the same, That the provisions of the

iirst section of the act entitled, 'An act to encourage
the patenting of lands, and for other purposes,' passed

the fourth day of April, one thousand eight hundred
and five, be, and the same are hereby extended and
continued in force until the first day of September,
which will be in the year one thousand eight hundred
and nine."

Make section *' I." read section "II."
Add another new section, to be called

" Section III. And be it further enacted by the

authority aforesaid. That in all cases when a balance

^remains in favor of any person or persons, where a
patent has been granted on a warrant or ^^'arrants issued

previous to the third of April, one thousand seven hun-
dred and ninety-two, it shall be the duty of the Re-
ceiver-General, on the application of such person or
persons or their heirs, to allow them a credit for the

amount of such balance, with interest, in payment of
the arrears of purchase-money and interest which may
be due on any other land they may be entitled to within

this Commonwealth, and where any person or persons,

or their heirs, shall not owe any arrears as aforesaid ;,

such person or persons, or their heirs, on obtaining a
certificate from the Receiver-General, stating the bal-

ance due, the Governor is hereby authorized to draw
his warrant on the State-Treasurer for the amount
thereof; which shall be paid out of any unappropriated

monies in the Treasury. Provided always. That no-

thing herein contained shall be construed to extend to

payment of unsatisfied warrants, nor to balances which
may have been paid to late proprietaries of Pennsyl-

vania."

The bill entitled, " An act granting an annuity to

Thomas Snowden,'^'' was re^d the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, *' Shall this hill pass ?"*"* being put,

was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Re-
piresentativesj with information^ that Senate have passed



332 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE.

the said bill with amendments ; in which the concui*-

rence of that House is requested.

Which amendments are

:

To reduce the annuity and sum to be paid in ad-

vance to Thomas Snowden, from "'fifty'''' to '''forty''''

dollars : with several verbal amendments.
The bill entitled, '''An act to afford immediate relief

to James Waters'^ a soldier during the reiiolutionary

ivar^ and to grant him an annuity y'''' was read the se-

cond time as reported by committee of the whole, on
the fifth instant, considered by section, and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

The Clerk of the House of Representati\'es presented

for signature, three bills, entitled as follow, to ivit :

1. ^*j4n act to authorize Jacob Rudizell and George
Karl, administrators of the estate of George Karl, de-

ceased, or the survivor of them, to convey a part of a
tract of land tlherein described to William Toung.''''

2. "^?z act to enable the administrators oj Peter

Ankeny, late of the county of Somerset, deceased, to convey

certain lots of groimd in the borough of Somerset, to the

purchasers thereof''''

3. ''''An act to alter the time of holding the fairs in

the borough of Carlisle, in the county of Cumberland.''''

Whereupon,
The Speaker signed the said bills.

The bill entitled, "^ supplement to an act entitled

^

''•An act to incorporate trustees for the Meadville aca-

demy, and to establish the same,'''' was read the second
time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Pennell in the chair) for the further consi-

deration thereof. And,
After some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill with

amendments ; which were read as reported.

The bill entitled, ''''An act to alter a certain part of
the line vjhich divides the counties of Mercer and Cravo-

ford,'''' was read the second time, considered by section,

and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

Adjourned till 10 o'clock, to-morrow morning.
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Tuesday y March 8, 1808.

Mr. Roberts, from the committee to whom was re-

ferred on the third instant, the petition of Jonatlian

Guy, on leave now given, reported the bill entitled,

'''An act granting an annuity to Jonathan Guy ;^^ which

was read the first time.

Ml'. Roberts, from the committee appointed on the

eleventh of December last, to inquire and make report,

if any, and what alterations may usefully and conveni-

ently be made, by law, in the Land-office, the Depart-

ment of Accounts, and the Treasury, made final re-

port ; which was read, as follows, to wit

:

Under the proprietary or provincial government, the

public accounts were few, simple in their nature, and
consequently easily checked and adjusted.

Paper-money was early resorted to, and was a princi-

pal feature in the financial system ; and while the pecu-

niary calls of the government were of small amount,
connected as was that medium with taxation, it an-

swered all the purposes intended.

The collectors of the public monies (see acts of one
thousand seven hundred and tv/enty-four and one thou-

sand seven hundred and fifty-six) settled their accounts

with the county treasurers. All accounts, however,
passed annually under the examination of the Assembly,
through their committees, who appear from the records

to have gone into detail in the examination of the public

accounts.

The revolutionary v/ar called for resources, to an

€xtenf far beyond what existed when it began, and
what so new a country could be expected to possess

;

but the paucity of the means were remedied in the pa-

triotism of the citizens, which enabled an extension of

the paper-money system to meet the exigency of the

crisis.

Thus the public accounts, for the first two or three

years of the war, in relation to the revenues, were but

little altered in their nature, though much increased

and extended ; but they were materially changed, mul-

tiplied, and rendered more complex, in regard to the
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expenditure ; inasmuch as the war produced many ob-
jects of expence not felt in time of peace. The mode
hitherto folioived of settHng the pubHc accounts, did
r-ot now answer ; and auditors (specially appointed by
acts of one thousand seven hundred and seventy-eight

and one thousand seven hundred and eighty) were in-

troduced, who supplied the place of the committees of
Assembly, except in particular instances.

The enormous masses of paper-money issued by
Congress, and the individual States, upon the slender and
uncertain resources then within their power, produced a

Tery great depreciation. In the year one tliousaiKi seven

hundred and eighty, to provicte for this depreciation,

and sustain the energies of the war, our state issued

what hsive been called depreciation certificates. Fur-

ther issues of certiiicates took place in the 3^ear of which
we are speaking, and in one thousand seven hundred
and eighty- one. The public accounts thus becoming
more and more complex, and the method of adjusting

them by auditors, &c. being found inadequate, in the

year one thousand seven hundred and eighty-two, the

Comptroller-General's office was established, and ex-

tensive po\vers were given to that officer in settling all

accounts, with the excq^tions named in the act appoint-

ing him. As the paper-money, issued during the war,

had lost its currency, the issue of certificates of various

descriptions, to sustain the public obligations, conti-

nued.

To enable the Senate at one vie^v to embrace the

mass of business which fell under the attention of the

Comptroller-General, before the establishment of the

•office of the Register-General, the committee present

the follovving abstract of the amount of the various

certificates which passed through the hands of the

Comptroller-General, w wit :

Depreciation certificates, - - S 1,660,000

Funded debt do. . . - - 600,000

New-Loan do. - - -_ - 6,400,000

Amounting to more than eight millions, six hundred

thousand dollars, in the whole. It is true, the Comp-
troller did not issue the whole of these certificates, the

first having been almost entirely issued by auditors
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before that office was erected; but this circumstance

will form no objection to the view which the committee
are taking of the subject. The whole passed through

his hands, either in the issue, exchange, redemption,

or subscription to the loan of the United States ; and
indeed as far as he issued, the amount would be nearly-

doubled by the same certificates passing a second time

through his hands.

This immense trust (equal nearly as to negotiation or

transfer to money) being vested in the Comptroller-

General, without any efficient clieck, excited suspicion

and distrust, and produced the appointment of the

Register-General, in one thousand seven hundred and
eighty-nine ; whose powers , by the act of appointment

and subsequent acts,, were designed to check the con-

duct of the Comptroller, (whether that end was effected

by the appointment, may be judged of by tlie eventual

difficulties which arose between the state and both those

officers, in transactions arising out of the certificate

business.)

By an attention to the nature of the duties of the office

of the Comptroller-General, it will clearly appear, that

the business occasioned by the revolutionary war, (and
it was this business that rendered it necessary to change
the mode of settlingt he public accounts) had, in a great

degree, ceased before the appointment of the Register-:

General. The liquidation of the accounts, upon which
a large part of the before recited certificates were issued,

took place before that office had existence. It must
therefore be evident, that the Register-General was de-

signed to check, rather than to aid the Comptroller.

From the report of the department of accounts, it

appears, that, by the extensive redemption of certificates

through the Land-office, Treasury, excise, and sub-

scriptions to the loan of the United States, the greater

part of the certificate business (and it was the chief busi-

ness) had ceased in one thousand seven hundred and
nin(?ty-three ; for, in order to accelerate the adjustment
of the accounts between this State and the United States,

a special commission had been instituted ; and, at pre-

sent, there is not a vestige of the certificate concerns

remaining, for those outstanding are irredeemable by act

of one thousand eight hundred and five.
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The accounts created by the revolutionary war having
from the causes above stated in a great measure ceased

in the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-three,

as before observed, the business remaining for the De-
partment of Accounts to transact, appears from their

annual reports to have been compai'ativeiy small, to wit :

The settlement of the accounts of taxes—bills of credit

—land accounts—licences—custom duties—excise

—

militia accounts—auction duties—pensions—loan of-

fices—salaries—contingent expences of government,
&c. which were light, compared with the former.

It may here be proper to take a view of the principal

business which now engages the attention of the De-
partment of Accounts. I'hese we find are : Accounts
v/ith the land offices—Secretary's office—licences

—

fines—auction duties—tax on writs—fees of the clerk

of the supreme court and the prothonotaries—loan-

offices—pensions—militia accounts—salaries, and con-

tingent expences of government, &c. There may
occasionally arise incidental accounts, which may in-

crease, for a time, the business, such as that which
has arisen out of the Luzerne controversy ; but it is not

probable there can any thing occur that will require the

present expensive establishment. It must also be re-

collected, that much of the revenue is, at present,

composed of bank dividends, which greatly lessen the

public accounts.

From this view, it becomes evident, that, with few
exceptions, the business now done, was transacted by
the Comptroller-General alone ; and afterwards, in con-

junction vvith the Register-General, in addition to all

the business arisins^ out of the war. The.discontinu-

ance of the direct taxes of the state, in one thousand

seven hundred and eighty- nine, (although the arrearages

occasioned some labor in the settlement, yet it being

partly done by auditors) relieved those officers from
much duty.

The committee are fully aware, that, in the rapid

extension of population, trade, and improvement, a

s}^stem that suited a period of more than thirty years

back, would not now be suitable. The committee^

however, are of opinion, (and they conceive the pre-
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ceding statement and observations justify them in siich

a declaration) that the present system is unnecessarily

expensive; and, at the same time, does not afford an
adequate security for tlie pubHc monies. It must not be
forgotten, that the chief reason for the appointment of a

second officer in the Department of Accounts, to wit :

That he should act as a check, is done away ; neither of
tlie accountins: officers now have the command of cer-

tificates or paper of pecuniary nature. In sliort, it will

be found, that we are still under a system created for

the purpose of conducting an intricate business, wherein

many millions of dollars were embraced and intrusted

to the Comptroller, compared with which our present

accounts are trifling.

The committee, having thus traced a brief narrative of

the methods heretofore used for the settlement of the

public accounts, of the rise, progress, and extinction

of the prodigious mass of business which came at one
time under the attention of the Comptroller and Register-

Generals, and of the duties that come under their atten-

tion at present—v/ill take the liberty to remark, that, by
a small change, the business nov/ under the manage-
ment of the Comptroller and Register-Generals, may be
lessened considerably without the least risk or disadvan-

tage to. the public ; and, at the same time, secui'e a real

coiivenience to the individuals concerned. The com-
mittee here refer to the present circuitous mode of paying

salaries, wages, and other compensations established

and defined by law; and which cannot be lessened or

increased by any possible construction or discretion. It

appears in a high degree absurd, that the demand of every

associate judge, brigade-inspector, &c. for a quarter's

salary, must be first stated by way of account in the

Register-General's office ; which account must be sent

to the Comptroller, who files it and signs a certificate j

which t^ertificate he sends to the Register-General, who
countersigns it, and sends it to the Governor; who
thereupon issues his warrant on the Treasurer of the

State : this warrant must again pass through the Comp-
ti"oIler and Register's offices ; the associate judge, or other

officer, then is only entitled to call upon the Treasurer,

Surelj'^, on accounts of this nature, the I'reasurer is
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fully competent to decide without the intervention of
any other officer; and the receipt of the associate judge,

&c. is a sufficient voucher for the Treasurer. The
warrant of the Governor, cannot add to the security of

the Treasury. It will doubtless be said, that the present

mode preserves uniformity in the system of accounts

;

this may be equally obtained in the other way, and the

saving of business in the Department of Accounts, will

be more than eight hundred accounts per annum. The
drawing of monies from the Treasury for salaries, in

this way, is in another view wrong. It imposes an
unnecessary and irksome duty on the Governor, to sign

so many warrants ; and on the Secretary of the Common-
wealth, or his deputy, in having to prepare them.
Besides it holds out a deceptive appearance of a check
Avhere there is none, and where none is needed.
For the purpose of lessening and rendering easy the

accountant business, the committee further remark,
that the penalty attached to a non-compliance on the
part of the auctioneers settling their accounts quarterly,

has proved beneficial, they Conceive that the prin-

ciple might be extended to all other persons in the receipt

of public money, under suitable modifications ; delays
in settlement, generally increase the trouble of settling

accounts.

No Treasury system can be formed without giving
some discretionary powers to the officers, in the liquida-

tion of accounts ; but to release them from all amena-
bility, except to the executive, does not appear to fulfil

the intention of the constitution. The accounting
officers, in which at present are included the Governor,
the Comptroller, and Register-Generals, now adjust
and allow all accounts, witli an appeal from their deci-
sion to the courts ; but to him who may be wronged, the
remedy is worse than the evil, in consequence of the
expence and delay he must be subjected to, where the
rejected accounts may generally be small. But, on the
other hand, if a disposition to favoritism should pre-
vail, where is the security of the state. The Gover-
nor, and two officers, the mere creatures of his will,

setde the account, and draw a warrant on the Treasury

;

and here the check ends. The Treasurer, an officer
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particularly distinguished by the constitution, is obliged
to pay the money without knowing whether the claim is

just or not. The nature and extent of the powers of
the accounting officers, may be estimated when the

amount of the contingent expences of government are

duly considered. The convention seem, to have been
well aware of the necessity there was of restricting the
powers of the Governor, so as to preserve the Treasury
free from his control. In exception to his general
appointing powers, the officers of the Treasury, other
tha-i the Treasurer, are to be appointed as directed by
law. The Treasurer is elected annually, by a joint

vore of the Senate and House of Representatives ; and
no money can constitutionally be drawn from the Trea-
sury, but in consequence of appropriations made by
law. The discretion allowed to the accounting officers

in settling accounts, affords an opportunity for defeat-

ing this wise provision, as they are only answerable to

the executive department for what they may do, except
in a very remote degree. This department is not so near

to the people, as the Legislative department ; nor is it

constitutionally invested with the superintendency there-

of. But this evil is increased, by the law giving the

accounting officers power to issue certificates, where no
money has been appropriated.

It has already been observed, that, previous to the

creation of the Comptroller's office, the accounts of the

state were inspected in detail by a committee of the

Legislature. The committee believe, that a similar in-

spection by a joint committee'of the Senate and House
of Representatives, would be the safest possible check

on the Treasury Department. In this case the heads

of the department should give security for the due per-

formance of their duties, and be answerable for an abuse

of their trust.

The Committee, therefore, recommend the fbllovv^ing

alterations and modifications of the Department of Ac-
counts and the Treasury.

1. That the Comptroller-General's office be abolish-

ed ; the books in said office to be placed in the office of

'the State-Treasurer, and the papers and accounts filed in'

the office of the Register-General.
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2. That the State-Treasurer shall examine and re-

vise all settlements made by the Register-General ; and,

when he approves, countersign such settlement, and
return the same with all -v^ouchers to the Register-

General.

3. That where the State-Treasurer and Register-

General disagree in the settlement pf any account, they

shall make report to the House of Representatives, if in

session, or if not, during the first week of the next

ensuing session, of all such cases, to be decided by a

joint committee of the two Houses; which decision

shall be subject to an appeal to the Legislature.

4. No unfunded certificates shall be issued on any
pretence.

5. Upon all accounts settled by the Register-Gen-
eral and State-Treasurer, whereon a balance or sum of

money may be found due from the Commonv.-ealth, the

Register-General shall draw his warrant on the State-

Treasurer for such sum, who shall pay the same.

6. The Treasurer to have the necessary powers to

enforce the collection of monies due to the Common-
wealth.

7. The Treasurer to pay all salaries and pensions

upon application of the party, or his agent legally

authorized, without the warrant of the Register-Gen-
eral ; the Treasurer to furnish, in his monthly settle-

ments with the Register-General, all the warrants and
receipts for monies paid by him.

8. No receipt for monies paid into the Treasury to

be valid, unless entered i» the office of the Register-

General to the credit of the person paying the same,
and counter-signed by the Register- General.

9. The Register-General to report annually to the

Legislature a full statement, in manuscript, of all the

public accounts settled in the preceding year, to be
revised by a joint committee of the two Houses;
which committee shall have power to send for persons

and papers.

10. The revenue officers to be subjected to more
severe penalties for a non-compliance with their duty in

settling their accounts, and paying die public monies
into the Treasuijo
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11. The salaries of the State-Treasurer and Regis-

ter-General to be increased to dollars per

annum, and each to be allowed two clerks.

12. The Register-General to be appointed and com-
missioned by the Governor, for three years ; but shall

be removed on address of the General Assembly.

13. The Register-General to give security.

14. The powers and duties now exercised by the

State-Treasurer and Register-General, v/hich are not

altered or supplied by the preceding propositions, to

remain in full force.

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to

draught and report a bill embracing the foregoing

propositions.

The Secretary of the Commonwealth presented a

message from the Governor ; which was read, as fol-

lows, to wit :

'.* To the Senate and House of Representathes of the
Co7nmonn.vealth of Pennsyhania.

" Gentlemen,
" I HAVE directed copies of a

letter to me, dated the second instant, from C. Biddle,

esquire, to be herewidi laid before the respective

Houses, for the purpose of bringing into their view,

the subject of some provision for the safe keeping and
preservation of the public arms within the Common-
wealth. From their present situation, tliey are

exposed to great and certain injury, for want of

cleaning and occasional repairs. I therefore submit
to the Legislature, the propriety of placing them under
the superintendence of the quarter-master-general, or

some other officer ; with a reasonable compensation for

his services, and with authority to have them stored

in suitable places throughout the state, and cleaned

and kept in repair at the public cxpence.
" THOMAS M'KEAN.

''Lancaster, March 7, 1808."

The letter accompanying the message, was also read,

as follows, to wit:

. FBILADELPIIIA, March2, 1808.
Sir,

A FIRE, which happened yesterday, from a
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neighboring chimney, communicated to the roof of
the house, where about five hundred stand of the arms
belonging to the Commonwealth were stored, and
"which I had some time ago reported to your excellency,

and to the adjutant general. The roof was burnt

through in several places, and a great quantity of water

from the fire-hose and buckets, thrown on the roof and
upper rooms, communicated with the arms, by which a

great pait of tliem are much wet, and should be re-

moved without delay and properly cleaned, to prevent

their being spoiled. As they must be removed from
the place they are in, I beg leave to suggest, whether
they had not best be put in charge of Mr. Miles, or some
other gun-smith, to have them stored, and properly

cleaned, and taken care of.

I request your orders, and am,
With great respect.

Your Excellency's most obedient

And very humble servant,

CLEMENT BIDDLE.
His Excellency Thomas M'-Kean, LLD. 7

Go'vernor of the Commo7iwealth of Pennsyhania. 5
The Speaker laid before the Senate, the report of the

president, managers and company of the Chesnut-hill

and Spring-house turnpike road ; from which the follow-

ing is abstracted

:

Amount of capital stock, - - S 70,000
Amount expended in making

the road, - - jg 67,012 36
Balance unexpended, and

which is invested in the

stock of the United
States, - - - . 2,987 64

Amount of tolls from October

13, 1804, to November 4,

• 1807, - - - 5,723 42
Amount of tolls till November

2, 1807, % 4,504 75

Interest on stock, from sur-

plus unexpended, 480
Fines, 10

70,000
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Dividends to November 4,

1806, 5,824 -

Ditto, to November 2,

1807, 3,500

Expellees, gate-keepers, &:c. 3,379 10

The bill entitled, "^« act to afford immediate relief

to James Waters^ a soldier during the rcuolutionary

nvar^ and to grant him an annuity y'''' was read the

third time.

Whereupon,
The question, '^ Shall this hill pass P"* being put,

was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Repre-

sentatives, with information, That Senate iiave passed

the said bill without amendment.
The bill entitled, ''An act to alter a certain part of

the line 'vjhich divides the counties of Mercer and Craiv-

ford,^^ was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, ^^ Shall this bill pass?''"' being put,

was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be presented to the House of Repre^
sentatives for concurrence.

The bill entitled, ''•A general supplement to the

several acts of the General Assembly^ for the erection of
houses for the employment and support of the poory"* w^as

read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, ''Shall this hill pass P"* being put,

was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be presented to the House of Re-
presentatives for concurrence.

The bill entitled, ''A supplement to an act entitled

,

''An act to incorporate trustees for the Meadville aca-

demy^ and to establish the same^'''' was read ihe second
time, as reported by committee of the whole yesterday,

considered by section, and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

.The bill entitled, ''An act for the relief of Ed-
vjard Cavanaugh,'''* was read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the
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whole, (Mr. Roberts in the chah) for the further consi-

deration thereof. And,
After some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill with
amendments ; which were read as reported.

The bill entitled, "^7/ act to raise by 'way of lottery^

a sum not exceeding four thousand dollars for finishing

a church in the borough of Pittsburgh in the county of
Allegheny ;" was read the second time.

^

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into comrriittee of the

whole, (Mr. Hart in the chair) for die further consider-

ation thereof. And,
After some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill without

amendment.
On motion of Mr. Pennell and Mr. Roberts,

The report of the committee of the whole (negativ-

ing the first section) on the bill entitled, " An act trf

enable Israel Roberts^ John Ogden, and U^iUiam Levis

^

junior^ guardians of the minor children of Seth Pan-
coast^ deceased^ to sell and coniiey real estate therein

mentioned^'''' was read the second time.

Whereupon,
On the question, ^' Will Senate adopt the report of

the committee of the 'whole on the said bill? " being put,

was determined in the negative ; and the consider-

ation of section I. of the said bill, recurring, was
adopted.

The remaining section, v.iih the preamble and title

,

having been agreed to

:

Ordered, That the said bill be prepared for the

thijxl reading.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented

for concurrence, a resolution relative to the United States

road from Fort Cumberland, to the state of Ohio.

And he informed, That the House of Representatives

have concurred in the amendments by the Senate, on
the bill entitled, *' An act granting an annuity to

Thomas Snowden. '

'

The resolution presented for concurrence, was read

the third time.
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',• On motion of Mr. Ralim and Mr. Hiester,
' The report of the committee of the whole (negativ-

ing the first section) on the bill entitled, " An act to

to raise by way of lottery^ a sum of money for the pur-
pose of erecting a school-house in Mayerstown, in the

county of Dauphin^'''' was read the second time.

Thereupon,
On the" question, *^ Will Senate adopt the report of

the committee of the "whole on the said bill?'''' being put,

was determined in the negative ; and, the consider-

ation of section I. recurring, was adopted.

Section II being under consideration :

A motion was made by Mr. Roberts and Mr. Hies-

ter, to amend the section, by inserting the following at

the end thereof :
"• Promded ahvays^ that the commis^

sioners aforesaid shall not recein^e any pay, for any duties

enjoined on thev.i^ by authority of this act,''"' which was
agreed to, and the section as amended adopted.

The remaining sections, with the title, having b^^en

agreed to : •

Ordered, That the said bill be prepared for the

third reading.

The report of the committee on the petition of the

subscribers thereto, inhabitants of the counties of Ly-
coming and Centre, read on the sixteenth of last

month, was again read; and the resolution being under
consideration, to wit : *

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to bring

in a bill, granting dollars, to be applied in build-

ing a bridge over Bald Eagle creek, where the post-

road from Williams-port in Lycoming county, to Alex-
andria, crosses the same.

A motion was made by Mr, Harris and Mr. Mitchell,

to fill the blank with " two thousand;'''' which was not

agreed to.

A motion was then made by Mr. Wayne and Mr.
Harris, to fill the blank with '-'fifteen hundred ;''"' which
was also disag'-eed to.

•A motion was then made by Mr. Harris and Mr,
Martin, to fill the blank with ''

o7ie thousand ;''''
\y\i\ch

was not agreed to.

Thereupon,
44
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On motion of Mr. Vance and Mr. Roberts,'

The further consideration of the said resolution was
postponed generally.

Adjourned till 10 o'clock, to-morrow morning.

fVednesday^ March 9j 1808.

The bill entitled, "^ supplement to an act entitled,

'^An act to incorporate trustees for the Meadrcille aca-

demy^ and to establish the samey"* was read the third

time.

Whereupon,
The question, ^^ Shall this bill pass P^^ being put,

was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be presented to the House of Re-
presentatives for concurrence.

^The bill entitled, '^ An act to enable Israel Roberts

y

John Ogden, and William LemSy junior^ guardians of
the minor children of Seth Pancoasty deceasedy to sell

a7id convey certain real estate therein mentioned,'''' was
read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, " Shall this bill pass?^^ being put,

was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returqpd to the House of Repre-

sentatives, with iiiformation. That Senate have passed

the said bill without amendment.
The bill entitled, An act to raise by ijoay of lottery, a

sum of money for the purpose of erect'mg a school-house in

in Mayerstown, in the county of Daiiphiny'^ was read

the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, '•'Shall this bill pass P'' being put,

was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be presented to the House of Repre-
scntatives for concurrence.

The bill entitled, ^^An act for the relief of Ed-
ijoard Caijanaughy^'' was read the second time, as re-

ported by committee of the whole yesterday, consid-
ered by section, and agreed to.
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Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

The bill entitled, *^Jn act to raise by way of lottery^

a sum not exceeding four thousand dollars for finishing
a church in the borough of Pittsburg, in the county of
Alleghenyy^^ was read the second time, considered by
section, and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.
Moved by Mr. Pemiell and Mr. Roberts,

Whereas large appropriations have been made by the
Legislature for the improvement of roads and rivers

;

and it is important, that the public monies should
be faithfully appUed to the objects to v/hich they were
designed.

And whereas, by the third section of the act of the
ninth day of February, one thousand eight hundred
and one, it is made the duty of the Secretary of the
Commonwealth, to furnish the Comptroller and Regis-
ter-Generals, with an account of all the contracts
entered into between the Commonwealth and indivi-

duals or companies. By the fourth section of the same
act, it is made the duty of the Secretary, to place in the
hands of the Attorney-General, all contracts which
have not been complied with, in order that proceedings
may be taken thereon.

Therefore,

Resolved, That the Secretary lay before the Senate, a
statement of his proceedings on the act aforesaid, parti-

cularizing the contracts which have been placed in the
hands of the Attorney-General.

Resolved further, That the Comptroller and Register-
Generals lay before the Senate, a statement of the
contracts of such contractors, as appear by their books
to have been acted upon by the Attorney-General, and
the monies recovered thereon.

Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Mitchell and Mr Hiester,

The said resolution was again read, considered, and
adopted.

Ordered, That the Clerk furnish the Secretary of
the Commonwealth, and the Comptroller and Register-

Generals, each with a transcript of the Journal, contaia-

ing the foregoing.
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The bill entitled, ''Jn act for the cstablishmetii- of
schools throughout this Cormiiou'wealth^^'' A'vas read the

second time as reported by select committee, to whom
it had been recommitted. -^

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Hart in the chair) for the further consider-

ation thereof. And,
After some time,

The committee rose, reported progress, and had

leave to sit again to-morrow.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented

for signature, two bills, entitled as follow, to ivit:

1

.

* '^/2 act granting an annuity to Thomas Snoxvden, '

'

2. '''An act to afford immediate relief to James
Waters, a soldier during the revolutionary ivar, and to

srant him an annuity.'''*

He returned the bill entitled, ''An a^t tofix the num-
ber cf Senators, form the state into districts, and deter

^

mine the portion to be allotted to each; also to fix the

number of Representatiiies for the city, a?id the sei^eral

'counties of the Cominonwealth, in pursuance of the

prolusions of the constitution.'*''

And informed. That the House of Representatives

have passed the said bill with amendments ; in which
the concurrence of Senate is requested.

Which amendments are as follow, to ivit

:

Section I. line 12, make the word '^counties,''^ iiead

''county;'''' and after the v/ord *'i?<?r/^^," insert ''shall

be a district, and elect ttuc." Line 13, make the word
^'' three,'''' read ''one.''''

Section IL strike out all that follows the word
^'Chester,'''' in the 15th line, to the word "the,'''' where'

at first occurs in the ISth line. Line 54, strike out the

words, "noiD occupied by Henry Imhoff, in Somerset

county, at the foot of Allegheny,^'' and insert in place

thereof these v/ords, "of George Grayham, in Stays-

town, Somerset county.''^ Line 37, strike out "Arm"'
strongs" and insert " BlacMick. '

'

Section HL line 11, after the word "fi'DC,^^ insert

'^'and the returnjudges shall meet at the court-house, in the

borough of Easton, Line 14, after the word "gne^^'' insert
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^* and the return judges shall meet at the house of Ab'
solem IVoodnuard, in Armstrong county.'''' Line 19, after

the word '^foiir,^'' insert '-'-and the return judges shall

meet at the house of William Dickson, in Pine township;^

Allegheny coimty.''^ Line 20, after the word ''nao,'*

where it last occurs, insert '^ a?id the return judges

shall meet at the court-house, in the borough of Somerset.^*

Line 23, after the word "wz*?," inztvt^'' and the return

judges shall meet at the court-house, in the borough of
Beliefonte.''* Line 24, after the word "if'^uc," wheie it

first occurs, insert " and the return judges shall meet

at the court-house, in the town of Meadville.''^

Add to the section, "-^ and the return judges shall

meet at the court-house, in the town of Mercer.''''

The Speaker signed the bills presented for signa-

ture.

Adjourned till 10 o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Thursday, March 10, 1808.

The Speaker laid before the Senate, a letter from the
Comptroller and Register-Generals ; which was read,

as follows, to wit :

Department of Accounts, March 10, 1808,
Sir,

IN compliance with the resolution of Senate, of
yesterday, we have the honor to state; That general

lists of the contracts for opening and improving roads

and rivers, entered into between the Commonwealth
and individuals, or companies, appear to have been
furnished to these offices in the year one thousand eight

hundred and one ; which lists have much facilitated the

closing of many contract accounts, which had remained
open on the books of the offices.

No return appears to have been made by the Attorney-

General to either of these offices, respecting any pro-

ceedings which may have been had on contracts ; neither

does it appears by the books, that any monies have
been received from contractors, on account of balances

ia their hands.
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The contracts were (as directed b}' law) made by
the Governor ; and Avhen suits were ordered, it was
by direction of the Secretary ; hence it will be obvious,

tliat we have no official document shewing when, or

upon what contract suits v/ere brought ; nor, as wc
have stated above, has any return been made to us.

We are very respectfully.

Your obedient servants,

GEO. DUFFIELD, Compt.

JOHN KEAN, Register.

To the hon. the Epeaka- ^
of the Senate^ 3

Mr. Rahm presented the petition of the subscribers

thereto, inhabitants of Kutztown, in the township of

Maxetany, in the county of Berks, praying for an act

incorporating the said town. And the said petition was
twice read, and referred to Mr. Rahm, Mr. Dorsey,
and Mr. Mitchell, to consider and report thereon.

Mr. Dorsey, from the committee to whom was re-

ferred on the fifth instant, the petition of the president

and directors of the Farmers' and Mechanics' bank, on
leave now given, reported the bill entitled, "An act to

incorporate the Farmers' and Mechanics' bank;" which
was read the first time.

The bill entitled, *'^7z act to raise by ivay of lottery

y

a sum of money not exceeding four thousand dollars^ for
finishing a church in the borough of Pittsburgh in the

county of Allegheny^'''' was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, " Shall this bill pass ?^^ being put,

was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be presented to the House of

Representatives for concurrence.

The bill entitled, ''An act for the relief of Edward
Ca'Dcnough,'''' was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, ^'Shall this bill pass?^'' being put,

was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, Tiiat it be presented to the House of Re-

presentatives for concurrence.

The bill entitled, ''An act to authorize the Governor

to incorporate a company to open a canal from Hutiter''s
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falls on the fher Susquehanna^ or the liicinity thereof

through or near the borough of Harrisburgh^ into the

same rhers^ andjor establishing mills, and other waters

luorks and machinery thereon ^^^ was read the second

time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

• whole, (Mr. Harris in the chair) for the further consi-

deration thereof. And,
After some time.

The committee rose, reported progress, and had
leave to sit again on Tuesday next.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented

for concurrence, the bill entitled, "y^;z act to authorize

certain persons therein named, to raise by ivay of lottery,

a sum of money to enable them to finish a church in the

toivn of Columbia, and to pay the debts contracted in

building the same.''''

He returned the bill entitled, ^^ An act granting an
annuity to Christian Shockey.''''

And informed. That the House of Representatives

have passed the said bill, with amendments, in which
the concurrence of Senate is requested.

He also informed, That the House of Representa-

tives have concurred in the two first, and non-concur-
red the last amendment by Senate, to the bill entitled,
'•^A supplement to the act entitled, '''An act to direct the

mode oj settling accounts in the Land-Office, and to

preisentfrauds in obtaining %varranis for land.''"'

The bill presented for concurrence, was read the

first time.

The amendments by the House of Representatives

to the bill entitled, "v^« act granting an annuity to

Christian Shockey,'''' were read as follow, to wit:

Section I. line 4, after the word '''that,'''' insert ^'the

Governor be, and he is hereby authorized to draw his

warrant on the State-Treasurer, in favor of Alex-
ander Ogle, for forty dollars, to be paid out of any un-

appropriated monies in the Treasury, to be applied to

the use of Christian Shockey, and that.'' ^ Same line,

strike out the words ''for the use of'' and insert in

place thereof, the words ^Hhe said.''^ Line 5, insert

between the words ''to Alexander,'' the word ''said.'*
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The resolution relative to the United States' turnpike
road, was read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Pennell in the chair) for the further con-
sideration thereof. And,

After some time,

The committee rose, and reported the said resolu-

tion negatived.

On motion of Mr. Roberts and Mr. Pennell,

The report of the committee of the whole on the

said resolution, was read the second time.

Thereupon,
The Yeas and Nays on adopting the same, were

required by Mr. Vance and Mr. Dorsey. And,
On the question being put, the members voted ^

follow, to ivh:

YEAS. YEAS.
1. Mr. Campbell, 9. Mr. Mayer,
2. Mr. Dorsey, 10. Mr. M' Arthur,
3. Mr. Gress, 11. Mr. Miller,

4. Mr. Harris, 12. Mr. Pennell,

5. Mr. Heston, 13. Mr. Rahm,
6. Mr. Hiester, 14. Mr. Sommer,
7. Mr. Laird, 15. Mr. Lane, Speaker.

8. Mr. Lattimore,

NAYS. NAYS.
1. Mr. Blocher, 6. Mr. Rankin,

2. Mr. Brady, 7. Mr. Roberts,

3. Mr. Hart, 8. Mr Slaymaker,

4. Mr. Martin, 9. Mr. Vance,
5. Mr. Mitchell, 10. Mr. Wayne.

Fifteen Yeas and ten Nays; by which it appeared,

that the question was determined in the affirmative.

And the said resolution was negatived.

On motion.

The further consideration, in committee of the

whole, of the bill entitled, "^/z act for the establish^

ment "of schools throughout this Comiiionwealthj''' was
postponed for the present.

Moved by Mr. Vance and Mr. Martin,

Resolved, That the Clerk distribute the one hundred
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and fifty copies of the Indexes to the Journals of the

Senate, from the conrim-encement of the present con-

stitution, to and inckiding the session of 1800— 1,

in his possession, as follow, to wit:

A sufficient number of copies for the use of the

Senate, and House of Representatives ; one copy to

each Member of the present Legislature, who may
possess the Journal to which such Lidexes apply.

One copy to each officer of government, at the seat

of government, who may possess the Journal to which
such Indexes apply.

Ordered to lie upon the table.

Adjourned until 10 o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Friday, M.2iroh 11, 1808.

Mr. Pennell presented the petition of the Brigade-

Inspectors of the first and second brigade of the first

division of the militia ; stating, That, with the other

Brigade-Inspectors of the Commonwealth, they have

been subjected to additional trouble and expence, by
the general orders issued by the Governor, as com-
mander in chief of the militia, in consequence of the late

requisition by the President of the United States ; and
praying the attention of the Legislature to the same.

And the said petition was read, and
Laid upon the table.

Mr. Laird presented the petition of the subscribers

thereto, inhabitants of the eleventh election district in

Northumberland county ; stating. That they understand

a petition is now before the Legislature from a number
of tlie inhabitants of said district, praying for a change
of the place of holding their elections ; and, as consider-

able embarrassments will arise should the change desired

by the petitioners be allowed, they therefore pray, that,

should any alteration take place, a more central situation

may be fixed on. And the same was twice read, and
referred to Mr. Laird, Mr. Heston, and Mr. Lattimore,
to consider and report thereon.

45
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On motion of Mr. Laird and Mr. Martin,"

Senate resumed the consideration of the fifth item of
tlie report of unfinished business, to ivit : The report

of the committee on the petition of the subscribers

thereto, inhabitants of Derry township, Northumber-
land county, for an alteration in their election district,'*

postponed for the present on the fifth of December
last.

Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Laird and Mr. Martin,

The said item was referred to the committee before

mentioned.

Mr. Mitchell, from the commmittee to whom was re-

committed on the eighth day of last month, the report

of the committee, relative to the causes of delay 'm.

printing and distributing the Laws, Journals, &c. made
the following report, to wit:—(delayed in consequence

of the indisposition of the chairman)

—

That, to obtain further information, the committee

called before them William Greear, printer, (at the same
time giving notice to the Secretary to attend) and re-

ceived from said Greear a statement, to which he
deposed, relative to his application to the Secretary, for

the printing of the Act for the perpetuation of the

hundred dollar law, and the act for regulating the

militia; which they submit to the Senate, marked
number L
The committee also received answers to certain ques-

tions respecting the printing of the militia law, from
John R. Matthews, to which he deposed, marked num-
ber IL

And, at the request of the Secretary of the Common-
wealth, the committee received a statement from Wil-
liam Hamilton, and from the Deputy Secretary, and the

two Clerks in the Secretary's office, on oath, marked
number IIL and IV. stating what passed between them
and the Secretary, immediately after said Greear's appli-

cation for the printing.

At the request of the committee, the Secretary fur-

nished three statements, respecting the contracts for

carrying the laws, and the time when they were deh-

vered to the several prothonotaries, marked V. VL
and VIL From a due consideration of the above-men-
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lioned statements, and further examination and cross-ex-

amination by the Secretary of the parties making them,
the committee recommend the following resolution,

to ivii :

Resolved, That it appears, the Secretary of the Com-
monwealth used commendable exertions to procure the
Laws of the last session to be printed in the time pre-

scribed by law ; but which was, in some measure, pre-

vented by the Master of Roils not furnishing the printer

"with copy.

Resolved further. That it appears, the Secretary of the
Commonwealth did, between the latter end of April and
the third day of June last, employ the printer of the
Journal of the House of Representatives (in the En-
glish language) to print the articles of war, which were
to accompany the militia law ; that the said Journal was
the last of the Journals delivered into the office of the
Secretar}^, which delivery took place about the middle
of August, eighty-nine days later than the time directed

by law ; and that the Secretary could not but have been
aware, that the said printer was under contract (speci-

fied in a bond, which bond the Secretary possessed at

the time he employed the said printer) to deliver the said

Journal into the office of said Secretary, on or before

the first day of June last; and that the delay in the print-

ing and distributing the militia law, &c. and the ill ex-

ecution of that work, are not justified by the reasons

assigned for it by the Secretary.

Mr. Pennell, from the committee to whom was re-

ferred on the seventh instant, the petition of the sub-
scribers thereto, citizens of Philadelplwa and Delaware
county ; on leave now given, reported the bill entitled,

*'vf;7 act to authorize t/ie Governor of this Commoti.

ivealth to incorporate a company for the purpose of making
an artificial road from the Philadelphia and Lancaster

turnpike, near the Schuylkill permanent bridge, through

Darby and Chester, to the Delaware state line ;'''' which
was read the first time.

The bill entitled, "-^ supplement to an act entitled^

" An act to erect the town of Connels'oille, in Fayette

i>junty, into a borough,'''* was read the second tirije.

Whereupon,
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The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Brady in the chair) for the further con-
sideration thereof. And,

After some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill without
amendment.

On motion of Mr. Vaiice and Mr. Hart,

The said bill was considered by section, and agreed
to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third read-

ing.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives pre-

sented for concurrence, the bill entitled '' J?2 actfor the

i?7iproveme?it of the state;''' which was read the first

time.

On motion of Mr. Brady and Mr. Mitchell,

The message from the House of Representatives

(read yesterday) informing, that the House have con-

curred in the two first, and not concurred in the last

amendment by the Senate, on the bill entitled, '•'A sup-

plement to the act e?2titled, '''An act to direct the mode
of settling accounts in the I.and- Office, and to pre-

'Dentfrauds in obtaining %varranis for land^''"' was again
read.

Whereupon,
Resolved, That Senate recede from their amendment

not coDcuired in by the House of Representatives

;

and,

Ordered, That the Clerk acquaint the House of
Representatives thereof.

On motion of Mr. Pennell and Mr Roberts,

The Senate resumed, in committee of the whole,
(Mr. Halt in the chair) the consideration of the bill

entitled, '"' An act for the establishment of schools

throughout this Common'Vdealth.'''* And,
After some time,

. The committee rose, and reported the bill with

amendments ; •\\'hich were read as reported.

Moved by Mr. Laird and Lattimore (who voted with
the majority) That Senate re-consider the question on
adopting the report of the committee of the whole,
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(negativing the resolution) relative to the United States'

turnpike road, decided yesterday. »

Whereupon,
On the question being put, it w^as determined in the

negative.

Adjourned till 10 o'clock, to-morrow morning.

Saturday, March 12, 1808-

Mr. Laird, from the committee to whom was yester-

day referred the petition of a number of citizens residing

in the eleventh district, in Northumberland county,

together with the fifth item of the report of the com-
mittee of unfinished business, relating to the same
subject, made report as follows, to ivit

:

That it v/ould be inexpedient to change the place of

holding elections in said district.

The committee therefore offer the following resolu-

tion, to wit:

Resolved, That the petitioners in favor of the

change, have leave to withdraw their petition.

Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Laird and Mr. Martin, and by-

special order,

The said report was again read, considered, and the

resolution adopted.

The bill entitled, ^^ A supplement to an act ent'itledy

''^ An act to erect the town of Connehvilky in Fayette

county^ into a borough^'''* was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, ^^ Shall this bill pass ?^^ being put,

was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be presented to the House of

Representatives for concurrence.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented

for signature, the bills entitled, as follow, to wit:

1. '^ An act to enable Israel Roberts
^ John Ogden,

and William Levis, junior, guardians of the minor chil-

dren of Seth Pancoast, deceased, to sell a7id convey certain

real estate therein mentioned.''^ -



358 r JOURNAL OF THE SENATE.

2. ^^A supplement to an act entitled^ "-An act directs

ing the mode of settling accounts in the Land-Office^
and to pre'oent frauds in obtaining warrants for land^

Whereupon,
The Speaker signed the said bills.

The bill entitled, " An act for the establishment of
schools throughout tliis Cominojiwealth^'^'' was read the

second time as reported by committee of the whole,
yesterday, and considered by section.

Section I. being under consideration :

A motion was made by Mr. Wayne and Mr. Hart, to

amend the section, by excepting the county of Chester
fi'om the provisions of the section.

On which motion,

The Yeas and Nays were required by Mr. Roberts
and Mr. Mitchell.

Whereupon, after debate,

On the question being put, the Members voted as

follow, to nvit:

YEAS. YEAS.
1. Mr. Blocher, 7. Mr. Mayer,
2. Mr. Dorsey, 8. Mr. Rahm,
3. Mr. Gress, 9. Mr Slaj-maker,

4. Mr. Harris, 10. Mr. Sommer,
5. Mr. Hart, 11. Mr. Wayne.
6. Mr. Hiester,

NAYS. NAYS.
1. Mr. Bradr, 8. Mr. Mitchell,

2. Mr. Campbell, 9. Mr. Pennell,

3. Mr. Heston, 10. Mr. Rankin,

4. Mr. Laird, 11. Mr. Roberts,

5. Mr. Martin, 12. Mr. Vance,
6. Mr. M'Arthur, 13. Mr. Lane, Speaker,

7. Mr. Miller,

Eleven Yeas and thirteen Nays; by which it appeared,

that the question w^as determined in the negative.

A motion was then made by Mr. Dorsey and Mr.
Wayne, to amend the section, by adding thereto the

follov/ing, to ivit :

*"' Provided always, That all lands, tenements, and
hereditaments vested in any society for the exclusive

use and purposes of educating children of their own
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sect, shall be exempted from taxation, for purposes of

general education .

"

On which motion,

Mr. Wayne and Mr. Pennell required the Yeas and

Nays.

Whereupon, after debate.

On the question being put, the Members voted as

follow,
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NAYS.
1. Mv. Brady,

2. Mx. Campbell,

3. i¥r. Dorsey,

4. M\\ Heston,

5. il/r. Laird,

6. Mx. Martin,

7. Mx. M 'Arthur,

NAYS.
0. TIfr. Mitchelly

10. Mx. Pennell,

11. Mx. Rahm,
12. iTfr. Rankin,

13. Mx. Roberts.

14. Mx. Vance,
15. Mx. Lane, Speaker,

8. Mx. Miller,

Nine Yeas and fifteen Nays ; by which it appearedy

that the question was determined in the negative.

Whereupon,
The Yeas and Nays on adopting the section, were

required by Mr. Pennell and Mr. Mitchell. And,
On the question being put, the members voted as

follow, to wit;

YEAS.
Mx. Pennell,

Mx. Rahm,
3Tx. Rankin,

Mx. Roberts,

12. Mx. Vance,
13. 3Ix. Lane, Speaker.

9.

10.

11.

YEAS.
1. Mx. Brady,

2. Mx. Dorsey,

3. Mx. Heston,

4. Mx. Laird,

5. 3fx. Martin,

6. 3Ix. M'Arthur,

7. Mx. ?':Lchell,

NA [S.

1. 3Ix. Blocher,

2. 3/Ix. Campbell,

3. Mx. Gress,

4. Mx. Harris,

5. Mx. Hart,

6. 3fx. Hiester,

Thirteen Yeas and eleven Nays ; by which it appeared^

that the question was determined in the affirmative.

Section II. v»^as agreed to.

Section III. being under consideration :

A motion was made by Mr. Vance and Mr. Ran-

kin, to amend the section, by limiting the establish-

ment of schools, to districts containing at least ten fami-

lies each, which was not agreed to.

Thereupon,
A motion was made by Mr. Vance and Mr. Rankin,

to postpone the further consideration of the bill for the

present; which was agreed to.

NAYS.
7. Jfr. Maver,
8. ilir. Miller,

9. Mx. Slaymaker,

10. 31x. Sommer,
11. Mx. Wayne,
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The Speaker laid before the Senate, a letter, of which

the following is a copy, to wit :

To the Honorable the Speaker of the Senate,

Sir,
The commissioners appointed by the Legislature,

for the collection of certain debts due to this Common-
wealth, respectfully represent to the Senate, that some
difficulty has occurred in negotiating compromises of

adverse claims aa^ainst the state's liens, which the com-
missioners conceive to be very proper cases for accom-

modation. Under the existing laws vesting powers in

the commissioners, and providing the mode of proce-

dure by those who should compromise, and receive an

assignment, for the consideration of the compromise,

of so much of the state lien, it seems to be doubted

by counsel who have been consulted, whether persons

compromising and becoming assignees of the com-
missioners, may proceed to sell the lands forming the

subject of compromise, under the same or simikfr

authority, and in the same manner as the commissioners

might have done; and whether those persons must
not proceed by the customary and legal form of

sheriffs' sale. The commissioners would state, that

they have, in the exercise of their commission, in-

variably considered it conducive to the interest of the

state, as well as the security of purchasers, under their

sales, to obviate every difficulty or question arising on
adverse claims, by compromising them; thereby pre-

venting, as far as they could, any future litigation

respecting the lien of the state with those adverse claim-

ants : and perhaps had induced a belief, that the same
mode of proceeding might be pursued by them, to

which the commiss][pners themselves were entitled

expressly by the Acts of Assembly.
It seems however, to be thought, that the course of

sheriffs' sale is the only mode to which persons com-
promising, can resort ; this is complained of as impos-
ing upon them a great expence of cost, and have
applied to the commissioners for relief. The asylum
company in particular, Avith whom the commissioners
have been in treaty for some time, hesitate to conclude

46
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any compromise, unless the matter be explained, and

n similar mode of procedure be secured to them as that

vested in the commissioners for selling the lands. The
commissioners beg leave to represent, that they are

decidedly of opinion, that the persons who have com-
promised, or may compromise with them, ought to be

authorized to sell the lands for which they may have

compromised, under a similar authority and notice as

the commissioners; nor can this be complained of by
any person, inasmuch as, had sales been made by the

commissioners in the first instancCj the Legislature have

legalized and sanctioned the measure ; and besides, the

mode itself secures a more extensive and specific notice

to all who may be interested.

The commissioners would further state, That they vrill

close the business of their commission, at their present

meeting; that they have necessarily expended a greater

sum of money in the discharge of their duties, than has

been appropriated by the Legislature for expences of tlic

commissioners. The excess of expenditure will proba-

bly amount to between six and eight hundred dollars,

for this sum they respectfully request an appropriation ;

and submit it to the justice and liberality of the Legis-

lature, whether, as by the former acts relative to the

commission, no allowance is expressly given to the com-
missioners upon the lands purchased in for the state, a

reasonable per cent, should not be allowed.

CADW. EVANS, junior.

JOHN LYON,
JOSEPH HIESTER.

Whereupon, on motion,

The said letter was again read, and referred to Mr.
Brady, Mr. Vance, and Mr. Sommer, to consider and

report thereon by bill, or otherwise^

The petition of the Brigade- Inspectors, of the first

and second brigades of the first division of militia, read

yesterday, was again read ; and referred to Mr. Pennell,

Mr. Hart,- and Mr. Roberts, to consider and report

thereon.

Mr. Miller, from the committee appointed for that

purpose, reported. That, in conjunction wifeh the com-

mittee of the House of Representatives, they hr.ve pre-
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'sented to the Governor for approbation, two bilk, enti-

tled as follow, to ivit

;

1. " An act to enable Israel Roberts^ John Ogden^ and
WiU'iam Levis

^
junior, guardians of the minor children

of Seth Pancoast deceased, to sell and coni^ey certain

real estate therein mentioned.^''

"2. '-'A supplement to an act entilted, '^ An act di-

recting the mode of settling accoimts in the Land-Office,

and to prevent frauds in obtaining land warrants.'''*

Adjourned till 10 o'clock, to-morrow morning.

^ Monday, March 14, 1808.

Mr. Brady, from the committee to whom was refer-

red on the twelfth instant, the representation of Cad-
wallader Evans, junior, John Lyon, and Joseph Hiester,

commissioners appointed for the collection of certain

debts due the Commonwealth ; on leave then given

reported the bill entitled, " A supplement to an act enti-

tled, " A supplement to an act entitled, " A?i act for the

more speedy and effectual collection of certain debts due
to the Coviimmrcoealth •y'^'' which was read the first time.

Mr. Campbell, from the committee to whom was re-

ferred on the third instant, the petition of John Maloney ;

on leave now given, reported the bill entitled, ''• An act

for the relief of John Maloney;'''' which was read the

first time.

The bill entitled, *' A±7i actfor the improvement of the

state
t'''' was read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Pennell in the chair) for the further con-

sideration thereof. And,
After some time.

The committee rose, and reported the bill without
amendment.
The Deputy- Secretary of the Commonwealth pre-

sented a message from the Governor ; \\ hich was read-,

as follows, to ivit

:
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''To the Senate and House of Representathes of the
Commoniioeahh of Pennsyhania.

" Gentlemen,
5* I HAVE this day approved and

signed the followhig acts of the General Assembly, and
directed the Secretary to return the same to the House
of Representati\'es, in which they originated, viz.

1. ''An act to enable Israel Roberts, John Ogden,
and William Levis, junior, guardians of the minor chil-

dren ofSethPancoast, deceased, to sell and convey certain

real estate therein nicnticned.'^^

2, "yf supplement to the act entitled, ''An act to direct

the mode oj settling accounts in the Land-Office, and tQ

preventfrauds in obtaining vjarrants for land.'''

-THOMAS M'KEAN.
", Lancaster, March 14, 1808."

Adjourned till 10 o'clock, to-morrow morning.

. Tuesday^ March 15, 1808.

Mr. Dorsey presented the memorial and remon-
strance of the people called Quakers ; stating, That they
view with concern, a principle in a bill now before the

Legislature for the further regulation of the militia,

which bears more se^'erely thar. aey penalty heretofore

in use, on their ccnscicniious scruples ; and, as their

ancestors sought refuge from persecution in this then
wilderness, under the sanction of William Penn, who,
by a solemn coftipact, granted them a charter of privi-

leges which they have never forfeited, and which they

conceive ought not to be violated—they therefore re-

monstrate against the carrying so severe a penalty, as

that contemplated by the said i^ili, into effect. And the

i,ame was read, and
Laid upon the table.

Mr. M 'Arthur, from the committee appointed, reports;

That tjiey have careiiilly attended to the grievances of

rtctual settlers, as set forth in their petitions ; and, after

l^.aving adverted to the law of the third of April, one
ihoLisand seivn hundred and ninely-tv.o, and to
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various other facts noticed in their petitions, are con-

vinced tliat the grievances of which they so justly

complain, have too long existed without sufficient re-

dress, and ought promptly to be remedied by such
means as tlie Legislature may deem most eligible and
prudent. By an investigation of the subject, the com-
mittee have, from its nature, been led into the following

observations :

The State, as a sovereign government, must have a

right to exercise dominion over her own territory, by
such laws as she m.ay think most likely to promote the

happiness of the citizens, by securing to them their pro-

perty, which, in the most numerous class, is their labor.

Under the authority of the law of one thousand seven

hundred and nineiy-two, the State, in her legislative

capacity, promulgated the conditions, and prescribed

the terms, on the fulfilment of which, titles should
issue.

The framers of the law of one thousand seven hun-
dred and ninety-two, appear to have had one principal

object in view, which Vv^as, the settlement of that frontier

of the state, offered to such persons, only, who would
cultivate, improve and settle the same, or cause the

same to be cultivated, imj^roved and settled ; to effect

which object, certain conditions of improvement and
residence were made indispensable to be performed by
each warrantee, respectively, before any title should

vest in, or to the lands in any v/arrant mentioned.
Hence it appears to have been stipulated by the act, for

the purpose of effecting the primary object, that no
warrant should be granted to any applicant for a quan-
tity of land exceeding four hundred acres, and that

each tract of land vv'as the subject of a distinct grant,

and that the condition precedent attaches to each tract.

That the Legislature had chiefly in view the settlement

of that frontier by an intrepid yeomanry, must farther

appear from this fact : that the state, not long before, she
offered the lands in the western districts for settlement at

the. rate of twenty cents per acre, had paid for part of tl^e

same lands thus offered for sctdement, at the rate of
seventy.five cents per acre. Hence it must evidently

appear, that pecuniary motives, cr replenishing the Trea-
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siiry from the sale of those lands, was not the only policy

of the Legislature at that period. From the requisitions

of the act, it manifestly appears, that tlie intention cf the

Legislature was to guard against a sordid propensity to

speculation and monopoly in lands, that too much pre-

\'a!led about that time ; hence it was that a particular

description of the land applied for, was required of each
applicant for a warrant, accompanied with an expression

or declaration, that the applicant was desirous to settle

and improve a plantation beibre a warrant issued. With
all these precautions however, it is too true, that an
association of ^vcalthy foreign speculators, and some
others, citizens of our own and a neighboring stale, have,

by management, in a great measure cs'aded the legis-

lative solicitu.de to promote the agricultural interests' of

the frontier settlements.

Although two kinds of inception of title are contra-

distinguished by the appellation of actual settlers and
•warrantees, it ought not to be forgotteen, that both
classes, from the spirit of the law, must be actual settlers,

and both of them waiTantees before a legal title can vest

to either of them ; but the distinction seems to arise

from this circumstance, that those who gain an inception

of title from settlement alone, are known by the name of

actual settlers ; and the others who gain an inception

of tliie b}' vrarrant only, are known by the name of

warrantees. The actual settler nevertheless cannot pro-

cure a title from the state, unless he first procures a

warrant as prescribed by the law, and that can only be
done by j^aying the purchase money, and the usual fees

of the lai'id-office ; which, when done, the person who
was before an actual settler, becomes a warrantee: in

pursuance of which warrant, the Deputy- Surveyor was
authorized to make return of survey into the Surveyor-

General's office, on \\hich a patent of confirmation may
be issued to tlie warrantee, his heirs, or assigns. And
it indubitably appears by the tenth section of the act,

that even a settlement for ten }-ears does not vest a title ;

rnd that no ^larrant shall be issued until the purchase

money shall be paid to the Receiver-General of the land-

oillce.

The ivarrantce, who set forth in his application, that he
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was desirous to settle and improve a plantation, and in

which a particular description of the land applied for

was required, and on which a warrant issued, and his

primary inception of tide was founded thereon alone,

could not, agreeably to the expi-ess letter of the law,

sustain the incipient title by virtue of the warrant for a

longer period than two years from the date of the war-

rant ; unless the grantee performed the conditions of

improvement and residence as stipulated in the act.

The enacting clause of the ninth section is in these

words :
" That no warrant or survey to be issued or

made in pursuance of this act, for lands lying North
and West of the rivers Ohio, and Allegheny, and
Conewango creek, shall vest any title in or to the

lands therein mentioned, unless the grantee has, prior

to the date of such warrant, made or caused to be

made, or shall within the space of two years next after

the date of the same, make or cause to be made an

actual settlement thereon, by clearing, fencing, and cul-

tivating at least two acres for every hundred acres con-

tained in each survey," &c.

From the above recited clause it unequivocally ap-

pears, that the warrantee must also be an actual settler,

either by himself or the intervention of another person

in his stead, before a legal title can possibly vest to the

Avarrantee, his heirs, or assigns. In pursuance of the

coliison of construction of the act of one thousand

seven hundred and ninety-two, and particularly the

proviso of the ninth section, has arisen tlie hai'dships

which the petitioners have undergone, and the griev-

ances of which they complain ; because the courts of

the United States clash in their construction and deci-

sions, against the construction and decisions of the

courts of Pennsylvania : under this judicial conflict of

adjudications, there is nothing to be expected but de-

lay and embarrassment, as it respects distributive jus-

tice, and the peace and prosperity of the state. The
proviso of the ninth section reads thus :

" Provided

always, that if any actual settler or any grantee, in

any original or succeeding warrant, shall, by force of

arms of the enemies of the United States, be pre-

vented from makijig such actual settlement, or be
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driven therefrom, and shall persist in his endeavors to
make such actual settlement as aforesaid, then, in either

case, he and his heirs shall be entitled to have and to

hold the said lands in the same manner as if the actual

settlement had been made and continued." The law
of the third of April, one thousand seven hundred and
ninety-two, is a rule of ci^il conduct prescribed hy
the supreme power of the state, and respects cases,

not persons ; therefore whatever is r/§7?/ or i'oro?2g in

a warrantee, with respect to an actual settler, would
be just the same in an actual settler, with respect to a
warrantee, if the case was inverted. With a desire

to be understood as we proceed, it may perhaps not
be im.proper to observe, that it has been admitted as

a principle, that the same word has or ought always
to have the same radical import, in Vvhatever different

situations it may be placed : from an ambiguity of
expression in the proviso of the ninth section, it is

apprehended all the evil from the Qonfiicting claims of
the warrantees and actual settlers which now exists,

has ai'isen, it might therefore perhaps not unusefullv

be inquired, what is it that is indispensably necessaiy

to be done by an individual, who founds his inception

of title on settlement alone, so as to bring such indivi-

dual within the protection of the proviso, and excuse
him from making the improvement and residence as

enumerated in the enacting clause of the ninth section ?

The plain answer would seem to be this : the first pos-

session of the land, with an intention of residing and per-

forming all the requisitions of the act, or occupancy
after the abandonment of another person with the like

intention,though such settler had not finished a messuage
lie for the habitation of man, nor cleared, fenced, and
cultivated, and is prevented or forced off by ilie enemies
of the United States, before he had time to make the

improvement and continue the settlement ; his once
having had an inception of title by occupancy, and his

having been prevented by ybrf^, or driven therefrom,

his endeavors and earnest persistance shall entitle him
to have and to hold, the said land, in the same man-
ner, as if the actual settlement had been made and
contiDued. The obligations oi z-.vi individual, v.hcse
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inception of title is founded on a warrant only, is

periiaps something more complicated, than that founded

on settlement ; but does not appear to the committee,

to be either extremely ambiguous or inconsistent.

In case of a warrantee whose inception of title is

founded on a warrant, it is admitted, that he miiy

either settle the land described in his warrant, or

cause it to be done by another person in his stead ; but,

as it appears from the law, he was required to make
the improvement of two acres, for every hundred acres,

contained in one survey, &c. this is indispensable,

should no force or prevention occur : but we hold that

the incipient by warrant ceases within two years if not

continued by occupancy, because an intention or a desire

to settle, unless an action is produced, goes for nothing

if not commenced in two years from the date of the

warrant : for we cannot conceive how any person can be

forced from doing an action, before the action came
into existence ; nor can we conceive how any person

can be driven from any particular tract of land, unless

the person was at that tract. Hence it is reasonable

to conclude, that the occupancy is indispensably ne-

cessary to bring the warrantee within the protection

of the proviso, so as to excuse him from the requisi-

tions of improvement, &c. And althousrh the war-

rantee had neither erected a messuage for the habita-

tion of man, nor cleared, fenced, or cultivated a field,

yet if prevented by force of arms of the enemies

of the United States, from making such actual set-

tlement, or be driven therefrom, he comes within the

meaning of the proviso ; because, the Vv'ord " force," if

ive are well informed of its pure primitive sense, expresses

the exertion or action of one or more sentient be-

ings. In the same m.anner the word "^//V9?7Z," relates

to every thing to which beginning relates, either of

motion or of t'wie. Of motion from any particular

place^ and of the beginning of any particular portion of

time. The active participle " making,'''' always signifies

' attion ;''"' the present, as " makinr^,'''' which expresses

the action of the verb " to make^^\ as going; on, but not

finished; and tiie preterite, as 'V?2auc'," whicln expresses
'47



370 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE.

the, action of the verb as finished, and therefore in past

time.

It is therefore incomprehensible to tlie committee,

how any wan-antee coukl be prevented by force of arms
of the enemies of the United States, from the com-
menced but unfinished action, of making an improve-

ment as tnumei-ated in the enacting clause of the ninth

section, on a plantation, vvh«erc either he, or some other

agent for him was not present. It has nevertheless been

certified, that certain grantees were prevented from mak-
ing settlements conformably to the before recited proviso^

who were never known to be in that part of the state,

in which, the land is situate. The constitution of a

reflecting mind is such, that it revolts against the doc-

ti'ine that any person can act, or be acted upon,- where he

is not present. For if an agent could act in one place,

from which he is absent, he might do the same in a

second, in a third, and in ail places ; and thus there

might be action without an agent. If a warrantee was
prex'cnted or driven either by himself or his agent, off any
particular tract of land, as described in the warrant, that

is a fact that will admit of proof. The terms set forth

in the law of. one thousand seven hundred and ninety-

two, held out a prospect of advantage or a reward, to

persons of enterprize, who were desirous to' improve a

plantation in that part of the state specified in the law :

under all the circumstances which then existed, or that

might afterwards exist, the intentio?i of the Legislature

may be best ascertained from the circumstances of that

frontier part of the state, at the period the law was
enacted. Before and after the time the law was passed,

Indian hostility subsisted in that part of the state.

Therefore the terms exuressed in the erant, were ac-

commodated to the exigencies of the period which
gave ii. !)irth. 'I'he conditions of improvement and
settlement as prescribed in the ninth section of the

act, of one thousand seven hundred and ninety-two,

or that which the proviso admits as a substitute for

what is detailed in the enacting clause of that section,

seems to be an indispenbaulc requisition to the vesting

of a title. Until the condition precedent was performed,

no estate could vest : and unless the estate had vested^
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no forfeit could take place. The non-performance

of the condition precedent, renders void the estate

which depended on the condition to be performed.

The settlement of tlie frontier of the state, was a species

of free military sendee, and had a kind of relation to the

iincient knight service. An object of enterprize, contin-

gent in its nature, was proposed ; but there is nothing

in the law compulsory to constrain an individual to do a

service for the state or the public, which he might think

inconsistent with his inclination or interest. The covenant

originated in the voluntary choice of the individual him-

self; and if he did not perform his covenant, the default

is the consequence of the warrantee's own breach of the

contract : therefore, where the warrantee fails, the state is

defensible, on the principles of morality and fair dealing,

to issue rights to other persons who have fulfilled all the

requisitions of the law ; and it would be a dereliction of

justice, for the state to do otherwise, and not only so,

but also guarantee the same to die settler^ where a default

had occurred.

That the nature and circumstances attending the set-

tlement of that part of the state, must have been antici-

pated and well understood, will satisfactorily appear, by
adverting to the articles of association of the Pennsylva-

nia population land company, from which the following

is an extract

:

"17. That the president and managers be authorized,

either by obtaining from the public, or at the expence.

of the company^ to supply the effective men, who may
settle on the company's land, with arms, ammunition,
and accoutrements, so long as may be necessary for de-

fence ; that they shall be regularly officered and organized

according to the militia lav/s, and the company will use

their endeavors with government to obtain pay and
subsistence for the services of the effective men armed
Rs aforesaid, when their services may be requisite for de-

fence, either in garrison or otherwise, as they may be in-

structed."

It '.vill appear on an examination of the original and
succeeding warrants, issued under the law of the third of

April, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-two, that

rkey recognize an obligation on the grantee, to perform
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the condition precedent as enumerated in the law, in these

words : "To the said A. 13. his heirs and assigns, he or
they cultivating, improving, or settling the same, and
complying wich all the conditions and requisitions of
the last recited act expressed." 'i'his is a farther evi-

dence of what was recognized by the parties interest-

ed, and what each resjDCCtive grantee engaged to per-

.forrn, when the warrants were issued.

Perhaps the settling the lands in the country, North
and West of the rivers Ohio, and Allegheny, and
Conevvango creek, was not impracticable at any
time since the third of April, one thousand seven
hundred and ninety-two, because a (cw families set-

tled on French creek, before the date of the act.

This settlement was about ninety miles from Pitts-

burg, and at least fifty miles from any other settle-

ment East of the Allegheny river, some of whom
have resided in that piut of the country, to the pre-

sent time. This being matter of fact, the natural

inierence should be, that any warrantee who was
desirous to settle and improve a plantation in that part

of the state, might have, with equal safety and suc-

cess, made a settlement, as those did who gained an
incipient of title by improvement and settlement

alone.

The committee further state. That very few war-
rants in cases ol" default were issued before March
term, one thousand eight hundred, when the writ of

mandamus was issued against Tench Coxe, esquire,

then Secretary of the Land-office, to coerce him to

issue patents to the Holland land company, contrary to

what he conceived to be conformable to the act of the

third of April, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-

two ; because the condition precedent had not been

performed according to law. The judges of the su-

preme court however confirmed the principle adopted

by the Secretary of the Land-office, by ordering the

writ of mandamus to be dismissed, which was a deci-

f'ion in f.ivor of the Connnonwealth. Judge Yeates, in

his construction of the ninth section, expresses himself

tiiub :
" Every warrant holder shall cause a settlement

tJ be made on his lands within two years, next alter
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the date of his warrant, and a residence thereon for

live years next following the first settlement, on pain of

forfeiture by a new warrant. Nevertheless, if he is to

be inten-upted or obstructed by external force^ from

doing these acts within the limited periods, and must
afterwards persevere in his efforts in a reasonable time

after the removal of such force, until those objects are

accomplished, no advantage shall be taken of him
for the want of successive continuations of his settle-

ment."
" A due conformity to the provisions of the act,

is equally exacted of those who found their preference

to lands on their personal labor^ as of those who ground
it on the payment of money. I know of no other dis-

tinctions between these two sets of land-holders^ as to

actual settlement and residence, than that the claims of

the former must be limited to a single plantation, and the

labor be executed by them, or under their direction ;

while the latter may purchase as many warrants as they

can, and make, or cause to be made the settlements re-

tjuircd by law." Much more, equally pertinent, might
be added from the construction of the learned jndge,

to which judge Smith gave full assent. This con-

struction of the act is of the highest judicial authority

in the state, and may be fairly admitted as establishing a

general principle as to the defanlt. And the board of

property, having the privilege and authority by law to

exercise certain judicial powers, (see laws of Pennsyl-

vania April fifth, one thousand seven hundred and
eighty-two, and January the eighth, one thousand seven

hundred and ninety-one,) did prescribe certain forins

of application, suited to the circumstances of actual

settlers, who had settled on lands in that part of the

state, of which default had occurred; which form re-

quired the deposition of the applicant, accompanied
with the depositions of two disinterested persons of the

vicinage, taken before two justices of the peace of the

county, and the certificate of the Deputy- Survey or.

And, on which evidence, succeeding warrants were
issued by the Secretary of the Land-office, reciting

that default had occurred to such applicants, as adduced
satisfactory evidence that their case came within the
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meaning of the act. Conformabl_y to the former, with
respect to principle, was the decision of the supreme
court held at the court-house, in the town of Sunbury'
in the county of Northumberland, under the authority

of an act passed the second day of April, one thousand
eight hundred and two, on the following questions,

to wit :

"Are warrants heretofore granted under the act of the

third of April, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-

two, valid and effectual in law against this Common-
wealth, so as to bar this Commonwealth from granting the

same land to other applicants under the act aforesaid, in

cases where the warrantees have not fully and fairly

complied with the conditions of settlement, improve-
ment, and residence, required by the said act, at any
time before the date of such warrants, respectively, or

within two years after ?

" A re the titles that have issued from the Land-office,

under the act aforesaid, whether by warrant or patent,

good and effectual in law against this Commonwealth,
or any person claiming under the act aforesaid, in cases

where such titles have issued on the authority, and have
been grounded upon the certificates of two justices of

the peace, usually called prevention certificates, with-

out any other evidence being given of the nature and
circumstances of such prevention, whereby, as is

alledged, the conditions of settlement, improvement,
and residence required by the said act, could not be
complied with ?"

This judicial sanction, given by the supreme court,

to the measures of the Secretary of the Land-office,

by deciding on the two questions before recited, is

analogous in principle to the former decision, as respects

the right of the state to issue new warrants in cases of

default. Therefore, the board of property, in pur-

s-iuince of the discharge of the duties enjoined on
them in their judicial capacity, were bound to inquire

for themselves, v.'hether settlements had been completed,

or the warrantees had prevented by extrrnal force of

arm?;, within the meaning of the law. Tiic granting of

new warrants was a duty that peculiarly devolved on
the Secrctarv of the Land- office ; but in all cases, in
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relation to titles of land in which difficulty mi.^ht arise,

or the important interests of the state might be in-

volved, he would, agreeably to the usual mode of

transacting business in that department, not enter into

any premature measure without consulting the other

members of the board of property for their approba-

tion. From the cautious measures adopted by the

officers of the Land Department under the law of the

third of April, one thousand seven hundred and
ninety-two, it does appear to the committee, that due
proof was required by the Secretary of the Land-

office, of the stated situation, and circumstances of any

particular tract of land applied for, before a new warrant

issued on default thereof ; and that such proof as was
admissible must hav<i been adduced, else a warrant

could not issue to any applicant. The opinion of the

committee therefore is, that, in all cases where an appli-

cant has made just and true statements, solemnly au-

thenticated to the Secretary of the Land- office, that the

state is under a moral obligation to guarantee the land

thus granted, or an equitable remuneration for the

indemnification of any succeeding warrantee who has

fully and fairly fulfilled the conditions of the law.

Justice and fair dealing require, that all parties should

be ingenuous in making agreements; faithful and
punctual in fulfilling them. The state, as well as an

individual person may dispense with her right, should

the dispensation of the right not militate to the wrong
of any other person ; but an obligation ought always to

be performed. Hence the committee are of opinion,

that, in the first instance, the state should settle her

right to these lands with the original warrantee, their

heirs, or assigns. If they have a right to the lands in

dispute, the state has assumed dominion over property,

that did not belong to her, wrongfully. The state

either has a right, or she has not a right to grant suc-

ceeding warrants to actual settlers in cases of default

:

and whether she has or not, ought promptly to be ascer-

tained, that justice may be done to ail concerned, and
the peace of the commuiiity preserved. Whether she

has a right or has not a right to dispose of the lands, it

must be obvious, that neither los.^ nor blame should
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attach to the unsuspecting, industrious, actual settler,

who has performed all the requisitions as detailed in

the law ; and all the punctilios of proof, which has

been thought sufficient to be admitted by the Secre-

tary of the Land- office.

Judge Biackstone defines the term intrusion, thus

:

*' it happens," says he, "where a tenant for a term of
life dieth seised oi lands and tenements, and a stranger

entereth thereon, after such death of the tenant, and
before any entry of him in remainder or reversion."

The committee have adopted the definition of the

learned judge; but are not willing to admit the hastv

inference of the Governor, in his communications to

the Legislature to be either consistent with the above
recited dejinition, or with the provisions of the act of
the third of April, one thousand seven hundred and
ninety-two, and are therefore of the opinion, that the per-

son alluded to, is not an intruder : unless the entering

on lands where no one had a title before, is an hitru-

sion. Because the law of one thousand seven hundred
and ninety-two, appears to be only a modification,

limiting, and defining the ancient text, " Terrain dedit

fdiis homhuim ;" which is to be understood to those ^\ho

will till it, and so make it yield fruit, and that is, " he

that entereih into it where no man had it before." If

then the entry of William Foulks, on the lands he
claims, was an intrusion, it would follow as a conse-

quence, that all those who have settled on lands North
and West of the rivers Ohio, and Allegheny, and
Conewango creek, where no one had. it before ; or

which generally belonged to all the citizens of the state,

but particularly to none of them, are intruders. The
law of the third of April, one thousand seven hundred
and ninety-two, gives two years to a warrantee to

make certain improvements ; but if these improev-

ments are not made, or the requisitions defined in the

law to be equivalent thereto, within the time specified

;

*' then it shall and may be lawful, to and for this Com-
mon-vvealdi to issue new warrants to otJier actual settlers

for the said la!':ds, or any part thereof." By this clause,

the Commonwealth has retained the right to issue new
Warrants, as ueccSiity ni-iy reqiiirCj until ihe ubjtct is
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accomplished, which was the intention of the Legisla-

ture to effect : for if the condition precedent is not

complied with, it becomes publici juris, once more,
and is liable to be again appropriated by the next occu-
pant, who is under the protection of the law. Hence
it appears, that in all cases where settlement on lands is

the only means of vesting a title, some person must be
the first possessor ; but it will not follow from thence,

that such a person is an intruder. The very essence

of the law of one thousand seven hundred and ninety-

two, consists in this, that no warrant or.survey shall vest

any title in or to the lands therein mentioned, unless

the respective grantees fulfil the conditions precedent of

the act. From the proof produced by William Foulks
to the Secretary of the Land-oflice, and on which a

warrant on default issued to him, reciting, that it was
*' the same tract of land which was heretofore surveyed
in pursuance of a warrant dated the fourteenth day of

April, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-two,

granted to Stephen Page." And it also appears from
the said proof, that he had commenced an improvement
on the said tract, before the date of the warrant issued

to Stephen Page ; that at the time the said warrant was
executed by the Deputy- Surveyor, he was residing on
the said tract. That on the eleventh day of March, one
thousand eight hundred and six, when the warrant on
default was issued to him, he had eighty acres of land

on said tract cleared, fenced, and cultivated ; a house
two story high, and a double barn erected thereon^,

From this view of the subject, it appears to the com-
mittee that such an actual settler, who endeavors

honestly to conform to the law prescribed as a rule of

conduct, and adduces such evidence as the Secretary

of the Land -office or board of property requires, and
approves by issuing a succeeding warrant to him where
default had occurred, cannot, in the opinion of the

comnvittee. be an intruder : and it also appears to the

committee, that many of those petitioners, who have
s,ettled on lands two years after the date of any warrant,

in that part of the state which requires the condition

precedent to be performed, and on which the original

grantee, or his special agent, had not commenced an

43
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iaiprovement and settlement, conformabl}' to the mcan-
iw^ of the act, are now subjected to sufferings and
wrons-s, calamitous in tlieir nature, and intolerable to

be borne: for, though the laws of the Commoiivvealth

may take cognizance of their case, yet no advantiige is

to be derived therefrom ; because, by the contrivance

oi opulent men associating themselves into different

larid companies, and designated by various names, they

can, by fictitious transfers and leases, and from the cir-

cumstance, that a part of these companies being

foreigners, the}' take the advantage both of the state

and the seitler in possession, under the right of the

state, b}' commencing suits in the circuit court of the

United States, vv'here those against ^^•hom writs of

ejectment are brought, are unable to attend at so great

u distance, and such accumulated expence as must
necessarily ensue.

The safety and happiness of the people, is the

supreme la^v, and the end of all good government.

When it so happens that the administration of the

laws does not secure the right of property to the whole
ccmmunity, (w hich may sometimes happen to be the

case) then, such of the cornxuiunity as suffer wrong,
or whose right to property is not secured, are disap-

pointed in their expectations ; and the essential end of

government is frustrated. Because, if no protection is

deri^'ed to those Vvdio suffer wrong, it is the same thing

to the sufferers as if there was no law. It is true, that

power and right have too often been made controver-

tible terms; but, if one man is stronger than another,

ilse superior strength of the stronger man, gives him no
right to rob a weaker man of his money, or to usurp
his property. And the committee cannot perceive any
difference, as respects the immutable principles of

justice, between taking a man's property from him by
force, or the more insidious manner of wresting it un-
justly from him, by the ceremony of legal forms>
embarrassment, and chicane.

Upon the whole of the investigation, which has been
diligently devoted to the subject ; and in all the points of

view in which the committee have endeavored to pre-

sent it for considerstioDj they arc of opinion, that, unless
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ciFcctive means are speedily adopted for putting a fin,;l

end to the jarring adjudications which have lately taken
pLice between our state courts, and the coiu-ts of the

United States, an indehble reproach niust inevitably

attach to the policy of the administration, as respects

the peace and prosperity of the li-ontier settlements

of the state. Every one who is not callous to the

feelings of humanity, must deplore the fatal eiFccts that

have recently taken place in the county of Beaver, from
the cause of conflicting claims to lands. To prevent

similiir evils in future, sound policy should dictate to

remove the cause, that the evil consequences mav cease;

which, in the opinion of the committee^ cannot finally be

done by the usual course of judicial proceedings, and
therefore offer the following resolution :

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in

a bill for the purpose of ascertaining and deciding, whe-
ther the Commonwealth has a riglit to, and can, exer-

cise dominion legally over certain lands North and West
of the rivers Ohio, and Allegheny, and Conewango
creek, by granting the same lands to any actual settlers

*who have not entered into contracts with the original

warrantees in cases where def-iult has occurred.

Ordered, That the usual number of copies of the

said report be printed for the use of the Members.
The Ciei'k of the House of Representatives presented

for concurrence, the bills entitled as follow, to wit:

1. "An act appropriating the State-house in the city

of Philadelphia, to the use oi" Congress, if within a

limited period the seat of the National Government
should be removed to the said city of Philadelphia."

2. "An act incorporating the Roman cathc-ic con-

gregation of Christ's church, in the borough of West-
Chester, in the county of Chester; and for other pur-

poses therein mentioned."

3. '*An act authorizing the Governor to contract

with John Biorcn to print the laws of this Common-
M'^eakh."

4. "An act declarino; Little Juniata river, in the

county of Huntingdon, a public highwa}^"

5. "A supplement to an act entitled, "An act to

enable the Governor of this Commonwealth, to incorpo-
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rate a company to make an artificial road from the Sus-

quehanna river, at or near Wright's ferry, to the borough

of York."
6. "An act to enable the Governor to incorporate a

company for making an artificial road from the city of

Philadelphia, by Chad's ford, on Brandywine, to the

line of the State, in a direction tmvards Baltimore."

He returned the bill entitled, "An act to raise by way
of lottery, a sum of money for the purpose of erecting

a school-house in Mayerstown, in the county of iDau-

phin.''

And informed, That the House of Representatives

liave passed the said bill without amendment.
The bills presented for concurrence, were severally

read the first time.

Mr. Rahm, from the committee to whom was refer-

red on the tenth instant, the petition of the subscribers

thereto, inhabitants of Kutztown, in Berks county, on

leave novv given, reported the bill entitled, "An act to

erect the town of Kutztown, in the county of Berks,

into a borough ;" which was read the first time.

The bill entided, ".^ supplement to an act entitled^

"./i Supplement to an act entitled, ""An act for the more

speedy and effectual collection ofcertain debts dueJo the

Commonwealth,'''' was read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Sommer in the chair) for the further con-

sideration thereof. And,
After some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill with

amendments ; which were read as reported.

The bill entitled, " An act for the improvement of
the state,'*'* was read the second time as reported by
committee of the whole yesterday, and considered by
section.

Section I. being under consideration

:

A motion was made by Mr. Roberts and Mr. Pen-
nell, to amend the section, by striking out the provision

for the subscription of " iwo hundred a^id fifty shares

in the Wilkesharre and Easton turnpike.^''

On which motion.
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They required the Yeas and Nays; and upon, the

question being put, the Members voted as follow, to>

wit

:

YEAS.
1. Mr. Blocher,

2. Mr. Hart,

.3. Mr. Martin,

4. Mr. M'Arthur,
5. Mr. Miller,

'

6. Mr. Mitchell,

NAYS.
1. Mr. Brady,
2. Mr. Campbell,
3. Mr. Dorsev,
4. Mr. Gress,'

5. Mr. Harris,

6. Mr. Heston,

7. Mr. Hiester,

Eleven Yeas and fourteen

YEAS.
7. Mr. Pennell,

8. Mr. Rankin,
9. Mr. Roberts,

10. Mr. Vance,
11. Mwh-^m/speaker.

NAYS.
8. Mr. Laird,

9. Mr. Lattiniorc,

10. Mr. Mayer,
11. Mr. Rahm,
12. Mr. Slaymaker,
13. Mr. Sommer,
14. Mr. Wayne.
Nays; by which it

appeared, that the question was determined in the nega-
tive.

A motion was made by Mr. Pennell and Mr. Ro-
berts, to amend the section, by inserting a provision
authorizing the Governor to subscribe for *' two hun-
dred and fifty shares in the Downingstonvn, Ephrata,
and Harrisburg turnpike road company; " and required
the Yeas and Nays on the motion.

Whereupon, after debate,

On the question being put, the Members voted as
follow, to wit:

YEAS.
L Mr. Hart,

2. Mr. Martin, .•

3. Mr. M 'Arthur,

4. Mr. Pennell,

NAYS.
1. Mr. Blocher,

2. Mr. Brady,

3. Mr. Campbell,
4. Mr. Dorsey,

5. Mr. Gress,

6. Mr. Harris,

7. Mr. Heston,

YEAS.
5. Mr. Rahm,
6. Mr. Roberts,
'7. Mr. Vance.

NAYS.
8. Mr. Hiester,

9. Mr. Laird,

10. Mr. Lattimore,

11. Mr. Mayer,
12. Mr. Miller,

13. Mr. Mitchell,

14. Mr. Rankin,
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15. Mr. Slaymaker, 17. Mr. Wayne,
16. il/r. Sommer, 18. J\Ii\ hm^e^ Speaker.

Seven Yeas and eighteen Nays ; by which it

appeared, that the question was determined in the

negative.

A n;iotion M'as made by Mr. Pennell and Mr.
Roberts, to amend the section, by striking out the pro-

vision for the subscription of '^ six hundred shares in

the Centre turnpike road;''' and required the Yeas and

Nays thereon.

Whereupon, after debate,

On the question being put, the Members voted as

follow, to wit

:

YEAS. YEAS.
1. Mr. Blocher, 6. Mr. Pennell,

2. Mr. Hart, . 7. Mr. Rankin,

3. Mr. Martin, *

8. Mr. Roberts,

4. Mr. M 'Arthur, 9. Mr. Vance,

5. Mr. Mitchell, 10. Mr. Lane, Speaker.

NAYS. NAYS.
1. Mr. Brady, • 9. Mr. Lattimorc,

2. Mr. Campbell, 10. Mr. iMayer,

3. Mr. Dorsey,
'

IL Mr. Miller,

4. Mr. Gress,' 12. Mr. Rahm,
5. Mr. Harris, 13. Mr. Slaymaker,

6. Mr. Heston, 14. Mr. Sommer,
7. Mr. Hiester, 15. Mr. Wayne.
8. Mr. Laird,

Ten Yeas and fifteen Nays ; by which it appeared,

that the question was determined in the negative.

A motion was made by Mr. Roberts and Mr. Pen-
nell, to amend the section, by changing the provision

for the subscription of "^ryo thousand shares fro?n the

Jsnrthern to the Southern route of the Pittsburg. turn-

pike road.''''

On Vv'hich motion,

Mr. Vance and Mr. Martin required the Yeas and

Na_ys ; and.

On the question being put, the Members voted as

follow, to wit .

YEAS. YEAS.
1. Mr. Blocher, 2. Mv. Brady,
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3. Mv. Campbell,
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Ten Yeas and fifteen Nays ; by which it appeared,

that -the question was determined in the negative.

A motion was made by Mr. Vance and Mr. Roberts, to

amend the section, by striking out the provision which
authorizes the subscription of '* fifty shares in the Sus-
quehanna and York borough turnpike road company;'*
and required the Yeas and Nays on the motion.

Ti creupon, after debate,

On the question being put, the Members voted
as loilow, to wit:

YEAS. YEAS. .

1. Mr. Hart, 5. Mr. Rankin,
2. M\\ Martin, 6. Mr. Roberts,

3. Mc. Mitchell, 7. Mr. Vance,

4 My. Pennell, 8. Mr. hcim, Speaker,
NAYS. NAYS.

1. Mr. Blocher, 10. Mr. Lattimore,

2. Mr. Brady, 11. Tl^r. Mayer,

3. Mr. Campbell, 12. Mr. M'Arthur,
4. Mr. Dorsey, 13. Mr. Miller,

5. Mr. Gress,' 14. Mr. Rahm,
•6. Mr. Harris, 15. Mr. Slaymaker,

7. Mr. Heston, 16. Mr. Sommer,
8. Mr. Hiester, 17. Mr. Wayne.
9. Mr. Laird,

Eight Yeas and seventeen Nays; by which it

appeared, that the question was determined in the nega-

tive,

A motion was then made by Mr. Brady and Mr.
jMiller, to amend the section, by inserting a provision

that the Governor shall subscribe to '* the stock of

that section of the Harrisbuig and Pittsburg turnpike

road, that lies in the county of Cumberland, three

hundred and thirty-three shares ; of the stock of that

section of the said road that lies in the county of Frank- .

iin, two hundred and sixty-seven shares ; of the stock

of that section of the said road that lies in the county

of Bedford, four hundred and fifty shares; of the stock

of that section of the said road that lies in the county

of Somerset, three hundred shares ; of the stock of

that section of the said road that lies in the county of

Westmoreland, four hundred and fifty shares; of the
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stock of that section of the said road that lies in the

county of Allegheny, two hundred shares.*'

A division of the motion was called for, so as to take

a question on each sentence in said amendment.
Whereupon,

The Yeas and Nays on adopting the first section of

the motion, were required by Mr* Pennell and Mr,

Roberts. And,
After debate,

A motion was made by Mr. Vance and Mr. Roberts^

to postpone the further consideration of the motion to

amend, and the bill, for the present ; which was not

agreed to.

Thereupon,
On the question being put, the Members voted as

follow, to wit:
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On the question being put, the Members voted as

follow, to wit:

YEAS.
1. Mr. Hart,

2. Mr. Martin,

3. Mr. Roberts,

NAYS.
1. Mr. Blocher,

2. Mr. Brady,
3. Mr. Campbell,

4. Mr. Dorsey,

5. Mr. Gress,

Q. Mr. Harris,

7. Mr. Heston,

8. Mr. Hiester,

9. Mr. Laird,

10. Mr. Lattimorc,

YEAS.
4. Mr. Sommer,
5. Mr. Vance.

NAYS.
11. Mr. Mayer,
12. Mr. M'Arthur,
13. Mr. Miller,

14. Mr. Mitchell,

15. Mr. Pennell,

16. Mr. Rahm,
17. Mr. Rankin,

18. Mr. Slaymaker,
19. Mr. Wayne.
20. Mr. Lsine, Speaker,

Five Yeas and twenty Nays; by which it ap-

peared, that the question was determined in the nega-

tive.

A motion was made by Mr. Roberts and Mr. Pen-

nell, to amend the section, by striking out the provi-

sion which authorizes the subscription of*' one hundred
shares to the stock of the Gap and Newport turnpike

road company ;" and required the Yeas and Nays on
the motion. And,
On the question being put, the Members voted

as follow, to wit :

YEAS.
1. Mr. Blocher,

2. Mr. Hart,

3. Mr. Martin,

4. Mr. M'Arthur,
5. Mr. Miller,

6. Mr. Mitchell,

NAYS. •

L Mr. Brady,
2. Mr. Campbell,
3. Mr. Dorsey,
4. Mr. Gress,

5. Mr. Harris,

6. Mr. Heston,

YEAS.
7. Mr. Pennell,

8. Mr. Rankin,

9. Mr. Roberts,

10. Mr. Vance,
11. Mr. h^LUCi Speaker,

NAYS.
7. Mr. Hiester,

8. Mr. Laird,

9. Mr. Lattimore,

10. Mr. Mayer,

11. Mr. Rahm,
12. Mr. Slavmaker,
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NAYS. NAYS;'
13. Mr. Sommcr, 14. Mr, Wayne.

Eleven Yeas and fourteen Nays; by which it

appeared, that the question was determined in the

negative.

A motion was then made by Mr. Pennell and Mr.
Roberts, to amend the section, by inserting a provision

authorizing the subscription of " one hundred shares

'in the Philadelphia, Brandywine, and New-London
turnpike road;" and required the Yeas and Nays on
the motion. And,

After debate,

On the question being put, the Members voted as

follow, to wit

:

YEAS. YEAS.
1. Mr. Blocher, 5. Mr. Pennell,

2. Mr. Dorsey, 6. Mr. Roberts,

3. Mr. Hart, 7. Mr. Vance.
4. Mr. Martin,

NAYS. NAYS.
1. Mr. Brady, 10. Mr. M'Arthur,
2. Mr. Cqimpbell, 11. Mr. Miller,

3. Mr. Gress, . 12. Mr. Mitchell,

4. Mr. Harris, 13. Mr. Rahm,
5. Mr. Heston, 14. Mr. Rankin,

0. Mr. Hiester, 15. Mr. Slaymaker,

7. Mr. Laird, 16. Mr. Somm-er,

S. Mr. Lattimore, 17. Mr. Wayne,
9. Mr. Mayer, 18. Mr. Lane, Speaker.

Seven Yeas and eighteen Nays ; by which it

appeared, that the question was determined in the

negative.

Whereupon,
A motion was made by Mr, Brady, and Mr. Ro-

berts, to postpone rthe further consideration of the sec-

tion and bill for the present ; which was agreed to.

On motion of Mr. Vance and Mr. Wayne,
The Senate adjourned until half past three o'clock, in

the afternoon.

SAME DAY.,.,in the afternoon.

The Speaker laid before the Senate, a letter from the

/ /
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Deputy-Secretary of the Commonwealth ; which was

read, as foliows, to wit:
" Secretarifs-Office\ Lancaster^ March 15, 1808.

"Sir,
" AGREEABLY to the directions of an Act of

the General Assembly entitled, " An act directing the

mode of taking testimony in cases of complaint against

justices of the peace," I have thi§ day laid before the

House of Representatives sundry depositions, cross-

examinations, interrogatories, and other documents,
relating to the case of William Clarke, esquire, one of

the justices of the peace for the county of Indiana, taken

before Charles Campbell, » esquire, one of the associate

judges of the said county, received last evenings

I am. Sir, respectfully.

Your obedient servant,

JAMES TRIMBLE, Dep, Sec.

The Hono7'able the Speaker ^
of the Senate. 5
On motion of Mr. Rahm and Mr. Hiestcr,

Agreed, That the committee of the whole be dis-

charged from the further consideration of the bill enti-

tled, '* An act to authorize the Governor to incorporate

a company to open a canal from Hunter's falls on the

river Susquehanna or the vicinity thereof, through or

near the borough of Harrisburg, into the same river,

and for establishing mills and other water-works there-

on ;" and that the said bill be recommended to the

attention of Senate at their next session.

The bill entitled, " An act to authorize certain per-

sons therein named, to raise by way oflottery^ a sum of
money to enable them to Jlfiish a church in the town of
Columbia^ and to pay the debts contracted in building

the same, " was read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Roberts in the chair) for the further

consideration thereof And,
After some time.

The committee rose, and reported the bill without
amendment.

On motion, and by special order,
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The bill entitled, "An act authorizing the Governor
to contract with John Bioren, to print the laws of this

Commonwealth," was read the second time, and refer-

red to Mr. Brady, Mr. Harris, and Mr. Vance, to

consider and report thereon.

The bill entitled, " An act granting an annuity to

Jonathan Guy," was read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Wayne in the chair) for the further con-

sideration thereof. And,
After some time.

The committee rose, and reported the bill with

amendments ; which were read as reported.

On motion of Mr. Hart and Mr. Roberts,

The said bill was considered by section, and agreed
to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third read-^

ing.

A motion was made by ^h. Wayne and Mr. Harris,

to resume the consideration of the bill entitled, *' An
act for the improvement of the state," postponed
for the present, in the forenoon ; which was not

agreed to.

On motion of Mr. Pennell and Mr. Roberts,

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill en-

titled, "An act for the establishment of schools through-

out this Commonwealth," postponed for the present, on
the twelfth instant.

The consideration of section HI. recurring :

A motion was made by Mr. Roberts and Mr. Pen-
nell, to amend the section, by striking the word, *'

z'tz-

habitafits,^'^ from line 20, and inserting in place

thereof, ^''families ;" so that the establishment of school

districts shall depend upon the number of families

;

which was agreed to.

A motion was then made by Mr. Dorsey and Mr.
Hiester, to amend the section, so that each school dis-

trict shall contain at least twenty-Jive families.

Mr. Hart and Mr. Rahm mentioned
^'-
fifteen.'^'*

Mr. Vance and Mr, Mitchell mentioned ^^ ele'oen.'**

Whereupon,
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Questions were severally taken up on the two first,

and determined in the negative.

The last number was agreed to.

A motion was made by Mr. Dorsey and Mr. Hiester,

to add the following to the end of the section, to wit:

Provided also, That, in the laying out of the said dis-

trict, the number of such districts in any county shall

not exceed ;" which was not agreed to.

Thereupon,
The question on adopting the section being put, was

determined in the negative.

A motion was then made by Mr. Pennell and Mr.
Roberts, to recommit the bill to a select committee ; and
required the Yeas and Nays thereon. And,
On the question being put, the Members voted as

follow, to wit:

YEAS. YEAS.
1. Mr. Blocher, 9. Mr. Mitchell,

2. Mr. Brady, 10. Mr. Pennell,

3. Mr. Campbell, 11. Mr. Rahm,
4. Mr. Dorsey, 12. Mr. Rankin,

5. Mr. Gress, 13. Mr. Roberts,

6. Mr. Heston, 14. Mr. Vance,

7. Mr. Martin, 15. Mr. Lane,Sfieaker,

8. Mr. M'Arthur,

NAYS. NAYS.
1. Mr. Harris, 6. Mr. Mayer,

2. Mr. Hart, 7. Mr. Miller,

3. Mr. Hiester, 8. Mr. Slaymaker,

4. Mr. Laird, 9. Mr. Sommer,
5. Jfr. Lattimore, 10. Mr. Wayne.

Fifteen Yeas and ten Nays ; by which it appear-

ed, that the question vv^as determined in the affirm-

ative.

Ordered, That the said bill be referred to the com-

mittee to whom it had been before recommitted.

On leave given,

Mr, Brady read a bill in his place ; and, by permis-

sion, presented the same to the chair, entitled, " An act

authorizing the Surveyor-General to cause a re-survey

to be made of certain donation lands ;" which was read

the first time.

Adjourned until 10 o'clock, to-morrow morning.
.
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Mr. Wayne, from the committee to whom was refer-

red on the twenty-third of last month, the tenth item
of the report of unfinished business, to xvit : the bill

entitled, ''An act for the relief of Francis Johnston,''

reported the said bill without amendment
Mr. Dorsey, from the committee to whom was re-

ferred on the fifth instant, the petition of A. Bouchiere,
on the subject of sugar refining, made report : That,
inasmuch as that the memorialist has discovered that he
has not had sufficient length of residence within the

United States, to entitle him to the rights of citizen-

ship; and, as that in consequence he is desirous of
withdrawing his memorial, the committee therefore

recommend the following resolution

:

Resolved, That the said memorialist be permitted to

withdraw his memorial.

Whereupon,
The said report was again read, considered, and the

resolution adopted.

Mr. Brady, from the committee to whom was yester-

day recommitted the bill entitled, " An act for the
establishment of- schools throughout the Common-
wealth," reported the said bill with one amendment;
which was read as reported.

The bill entitled, "An act granting an annuity to Jona-
than Guy," was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, ^'- Shall this billpass P^ being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be presented to the House of Re-
presentatives for concurrence.

The bill entided, " A Supplement to an act entitled,

*'A Supplement to an act entitled, "An act for the more
speedy and effectual .collection of certain debts due the
Commonwealth,'' was read the second time as reported

by. committee of the whole }'esterday, and considered
by section.

Section I. was adopted.

Section H. -was disagreed to.
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A motion was then made by Mr. Sommer and Mr.
Dorsey, to introduce the following, to be called section

IL to vjtt :

^\4nd be it further enacted by the authority afore-

sa'id^ That if the sum of money already appropriated,

is not sufficient to discharge the expences of the com-
missioners, upon a settlement of their accounts by the

Comptroller and Register.Generals, a further sum be,

and is hereby appropriated to discharge the same

;

provided such expences do not exceed eight hundred
dollars."

On which motion,

The Yeas and Nays were required by Mr. Ro-
berts and Mr. Penncll. And,
On the question being put, the Members voted as

follow, to wit .

YEAS.
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A motion was then made by Mr. Sommer and Mr.
Harris, to amend the section, by reducing the commis-
sion proposed to be allowed to the commissioners on
" the lands bought in on account of the Common-
wealth," from " #€•«" to "j^re" per cent, which was
agreed to.

Whereupon,
The Yeas and Nays on adopting the section, were

required b3r Mr. Roberts and Mr. Pennell ; and,

On the question being put, the Members voted as

follow, to wit :

YEAS. YEAS.
1. Mr. Brady, 9. Mr. Mayer,
2. Mr. Campbell^ 10. Mr. Miller,

3. Mr. Dorsey, 11. Mr. Mitchell^

4. Mr. Gress, 12. Mr. Rahm,
5. Mr. Harris, 13. Mr. Slaymaker*

6. Mr. Heston, 14. Mr. Sommer,
7. Mr. Hiester, 15. Mr, Wayne.
8. Mr. Lattimore,

NAYS. NAYS.
1. Mr. Blocher, 6. Mr. Pennell,

2. Mr. Hart, 7. Mr. Rankin,
3. Mr. Laird, 8. Mr. Roberts,

4. Mr. Martin, 9. Mr. Vance,
5. Mr. M'Arthur, 10. Mr.Lane,Speaker,

Fifteen Yeas and ten Nays ; by which it appear-

ed, that the question was determined in the affirm^

ative.

The preamble and title having been agreed to t

Ordered, That the said bill be prepared for the third

reading.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented

for concurrence, the bills entitled as follow, to wit:

1. " An act to dissolve the marriage contract be-

tween Alexander Kerr, and Ruth his wife."

2. ** An act to enable the Governor to incorporate

a company for making an artificial road, from the

South-East side of Perkiomen bridge, in Montgomery
county, to the borough of Reading, in the county of
Berks»"

50
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3. " An act granting a sum of money to Elizabeth

Buch, otherwise Pugh, for services rendered by her

late husband in the revohitionary war."

4. ** An act for the relief of John M'Conohey."

5. " An act to vest in, and confirm to the elders

and wardens of the joint congregations of Lutheran and

German reformed church of Zion, in Windsor town-

ship, in the county of Berks, the title to a tract of land

therein mentioned."

Which were severally read the first time.

The bill entitled, "An act to authorize certain persons

therein named, to raise by way of lottery, a sum of

money to enable them to finish a church in the town of

Columbia, and to pay the debts contracted in building

the same," was read the second time as reported by
committee of the whole yesterday, considered by sec-

tion, and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third read-

ing.

The amendments by the House of Representatives

on the bill entitled, " An act to fix the number of Sena-

tors, form the state into districts, and determine the

portion to be allotted to each, also to fix the number of

Representatives for the city and the several counties of

this Commonwealth, in pursuance of the provisions of

the constitution,'* read on the ninth instant, were again

read, and considered separately.

The first amendment (to separate the counties of

Berks and Dauphin, so as that each should form a sena-

torial district) being under consideration

:

After debate,

The Yeas and Nays on agreeing thereto, were re-

quired by Mr. Mitchell and Mr. Martin ; and.

On the question being put, the Members voted as

follow, to wit:
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ing the commission under the act of the fourth of April,

one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine, and the

several supplements thereto, entitled, *' An act for offer-

ing compensation to the Pennsylvania claimants of cer-

tain lands in the Seventeen Townships within the coun-

ty of Luzerne, and for other purposes therein men-

tioned,"

1. What quantity of land is contained in the Fifteen

Townships in Luzerne county ; and what quantity is

there in each township?

Answer. The quantity of land contained in the Fif-

teen Townships, is, 252,222 acres.

And the quantity in each town-

ship, as follows, viZ'

Acres. Per>

In Salem, 13,587 90
In Huntingdon, 17,247 9

In Newport, 19,683 17
In Plymouth, 15,234 55
In Hanover, 15,776 92
In Kingston, 17,036 54
In Wilkesbarre, 14,519 73
In Exeter, 23,541 90
In Pittstown, 15,418 49
In Providence, 15,644

In Northmoreland, 16,414 145

In Putnam, 19,371 32
In Braintrim, 14,826 72 •

In Springfield, 16,465 84

InClaverick, 17,446 100

Total, 252,222 acres, 3 per.

2. What number of acres has therein been certified

to the Connecticut claimants, as eligible to be paten-

ted?
Answer. The number of acres therein certified to

the Connecticut claimants, as eligible to be patented, is

one hundred and ninety-one thousand, six hundred and
forty-seven acres.

3. What is the amount of money to which the

lands so certified have been valued to said claimants ;

and what is the average price per acre ?
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Answer. The amount of money to which the land

so certified to the Connecticut claimants have been

valued at, is sixty-two thousand, and thirty-five dolhirs ;

and the average price per acre, is thii ty-two cents, and

three-tenths.

4. What is the money awarded to the Pennsyl-

vania claimants, for lands released by tlicm to the Com-
monwealth in said townships ?

Answer. The amount of money avvarded to the

Pennsylvania claimants, in said townships, is about

one hundred and nine thousand tvt^o hundred and
forty-nine dollars. This amount however, as sta-

ted, is not taken from the best evidence ; it may
not be accurate. With the Secretary of the Land-
office was deposited a book, containing the esthnate

;

and to that office, for more correct information in

this point, the commissioners beg leave to refer.

They cannot however but hope, that it may not

be considered as obtrusive in them to say, that, be
the real amount what it may, it never arose entirely

from the valuation of lands exclusively held by
patent. In looking into the entries of title made of
released land, it is found, that no small portion of the
sum above mentioned, arose from lands held only by
location and warrant. For lands of this description,

much mone}'- was due to the Commonwealth ; and,
after making the deduction, it will not require so great
a sum in specie to redeem the certificates, as the holder
naight otherwise seem to demand, or the case require.

5. What quantity of land has been certified to the

Connecticut claimants before the ninth day of April
last, not released by the Pennsylvania claimants ?

Answer. The commissioners cannot tell, with any
great degree of precision. The question seems to pre-

suppose, that all the land which has been certified to

the Connecticut claimants, was claimed hM Pennsyl-
vania claimants; and yet by the Penns}^lvania claimants

not wholly released. It will be recollected, that Penn-
sylvania claimants, claiming, lands in the said town-
ships, were never obliged by the aforesaid act, or by
either of the supplements, to submit to the commis-
sioners their titles to, or surveys of any land, but such
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as they should release to the Commonwealth. If this

position be correct, it is not difficult to see, that no other
of their claims w.:^uld fall within the scope of this com-
mission. If, indeed, the act or either of the supple-
ments had made it imperative upon any Pennsylvania
claimant, claiming lands in said townships, to submit
his title to the commissioners, whether it was such an
one as he could by the provisions of the act release to

the Conimonv/eaUh, or not, and the commissioners had
been directed to cause re-surveys of the land to be
made, then, in that case, by plotting down the re-sur-

veys upon tlie township drafts or maps, information
might have been given as to the quantity of unreleased
land by the Pennsylvania claimants, embraced by the

certificates which issued to the Connecticut claimants
prior to the ninth of April last. But it is believed, the

act required no such thing of the Pennsylvania claim-

ants, who did not, or could not, by the provisions of

said act, release their claims to the Commonwealth;
and therefore, in this view of the subject, it is difficult

to give an answer with that accuracy which the ques-

tion seems to require. But being anxious to give

every possible information in their power, in a point so
important ; and, believing at the same time that

it w^ould be desirable to receive such as they possess,

the commissioners beg leave to state, that, from the

best evidence they have, the land certified to the Con-
necticut claimants before the time aforesaid, and for

which no releases by Pennsylvania claimants have been
made, is in quantity 'about one hundred and twelve

thousand acres : but it is believed, that the whole of this

quantity of land was never taken up by Pennsylvania

claimants. In conversing with those best acquainted

with the different claims of the Pennsylvania claimants

in said townships; to ivit, the present Deputy- surveyor,
together wil^ others who profess to have some know-
ledge of them, seem to agree, that the most of them
which accrued before the war, have been released ; and
those which accrued since, under the act of one thou-

sand seven hundred and eighty-four, will not exceed

ten thousand acres. Of the claims before the war, that

have been released, are about eighty-nine thousand and
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ninety acres. This quantity of land, added to the

claims under the act of one thousand seven hundred and
eighty-four, will make ninety- nine thousand and ninety

acres; and comprize principally the lands to which the

iPennsylvania claimants in the said townships, had any
claim prior to the passing of the confirming law, as it was
commonly called, in March, one thousand seven hun-

dred and eighty-seven, since which time, some land in

the townships, have been taken up imder the act of

one thousand seven hundred and ninety-two, but how
much, it is impossible to tell ; but, from every infor-

mation the commissioners can get, the quantity will

not exceed forty-five thousand acres. It is not likely

therefore, all the land certified to the Connecticut claim-

ants, for which no releases have been made to the state,

was ever claimed by any individual under the state;

but much of it belonged to her, at the time the certifi-

cates issued, as land never before appropriated.

6. Why were not the record of the proceedings of

the commissioners, and the drafts of survey made by
their direction, deposited in the offices as directed by
law ?

Answer. It is believed they were ; for, at the open-

ing of the commission this last season, was had from
the office of the Secretary of the Land-office to aid the

present commissioners in their inquiries, the township

surveys of the Fifteen Towns, together with said town-

ship papers, and lists of valuation or qualities of land,

as adjudged to the Connecticut claimants in those town-

ships, made by the former commissioners; from v/hich

circumstance, there is much reason to believe, all the

rest of their proceedings were as regularly depo-

sited.

7. What has |Deen the proceedings of the commis-
sioners under the act of the ninth of April last ?

Ansvver. In addition to their former report, made in

January .last, they have only to observe, that they

have adjudged to the Connecticut claimants in the

Fifteen Townships, land to the amount of twenty-five

thousand acres, which will be comprized in about

one hundred and forty certificates, which are mostly

made out. It is not prob^ible, under die present provi-
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sion of the act, that all the Connecticut claimants

who have presented their claims will be able to make
out titles; though it is believed, that many of them arc

seated upon land, to which there is no adverse title of
Pennsylvania claims, under the act of one thousand
seven hundred and eighty-four. No releases have been
received, excepting for about twelve hundred acres ;

from which circumstance, with a full board, the busi-

ness of the commission can be brought to a close in a
short time.

The commissioners would also wish to correct an
error in their report of January last, with respect to the

quantity of land which they stated to have been uncer-

tified to the Coiinecticut claimants, before the act of the

ninth of April last, in the Fifteen Townships. The
land, instead of am.ounting to fifty thousand acres,

amounted to sixty-one thousand acres. This error re-

sulted from a belief and information of the clerks, that

the Fifteen Townships contained only about sixteen

thousand acres upon an average ; making in the whole
two hundred and forty thousand acres : whereas it is now
found, upon a correct calculation, that they contain

something more than two hundred and fifty-two thou-

sand ; from which, after deducting that which had been

certified to the Connecticut claimants, it left somewhat
more land than was represented.

With respect to the answers given to the first five

points made by the resolution, the commissioners can-

not vouch for their entire accuracy, as to an acre of

land, or a cent in money. Much care has been used

to make the calculations as correct as the means and
evidence in possession would enable. It therefore is

believed, that the answers are not very widely different

from the state of facts ; and when it is considered, that

the aforesaid act of the fourth of April, Sec. has well

nigh brought to a close, a dispute that has subsisted for

so many years ; and that a considerable portion of the

money expended by the state in carrying the act, &.c,

into execution, will be reimbursed by the Connecticut

claimants, the loss of the state will not be considered

as great, or even that loss as much as to be regretted*

It will be found, by looking at the sum with which
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tlie land certified to the Connecticut claimants stands

charged, that it amounts to no less a sum than sixty-

two thousand and thirty-five dollars and eleven cents.

To this sum add four years interest, which will be
about fifteen thousand dollars, and twenty-four thou-

sand two hundred and forty-four dollars, (which
must be paid on one thousand four hundred and
thirty-two certificates that have issued) and, in

the aggregate, those sums will form a debt due
to the state, of one hundred and one thousand two
hundred and seventy-nine dollars. But this not all

;

the land already adjudged to the Connecticut claimants

by the present commissioners, including the patenting

fees, will make a further sum in favor of the state,

very little (if any) short of nine thousand dollars; and
hence, those two sums put together, will form a debt
due from the Connecticut claimants to the Common-
wealth, of one hundred and ten thousand two hundred
and seventy-nine dollars.

All which is respectfully submitted b}^

ROSEWELL WELLES,
ALEXANDER SCOTT.

Afarcb 4, 1808.

Whereupon, on motion.

Said report was again read, and referred to Mr,

Roberts, Mr. Brady, and Mr.' Mitchell, to consider

alid report the|fon.

A motion was made by Mr. Wayne and Mr. Harris,

to postpone the orders of the day for the present, in

order to resume the consideration of the bill entitled,

^'An act for the improvement of the State;" which
was not agreed'to.

The bill entitled, " An act to incorporate the

Farmers' and Mechanics' bank,"" was read the second

time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Hart in the chair) for the further con-

sideration thereof. And,
After some time.

The committee rose, reported progress, and had

leave to sit aijain to-morrovr.

51
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On motion of Mr. Wayne and Mr. Pennell,

The Senate adjourned until four o'clock, in the after-

noon.

SAME DAY....in the afternoon.

I On motion of Mr. Brady and Mr. Harris,

The Senate resumed the consideration of the hill

entitled, *' .4n act for the imprjvement of the state.^^

The consideration of section I. recurring

:

A motion was made by Mr. Harris and Mr. Wayne,
who voted in the majority? to reconsider the question

(decided yesterday) on the motion of Mr. Brady and
Mr, Miller, respecting "• the Southern route of the

Pktshurg turnpike road;'''^ which was agreed to.

Whereupon,
A motion was made by Mr. Brady and Mr. Har-

ris, to amend the section, by inserting a provision

authorizing the subscription of " four hundred sliares

in that part of the road, which lies in the county of

Cumberland ; and one hundred shares for that part of

the same road, which lies between Shippensburg and
Cliambersburg, in the county of Jbranklin."

On w^iich motion,

Mr. Penneli and Mr. Harris required the Yeas and
Nays.

And, after debate,

On the question being put, the Members voted as

follow, to wit

:

*

YEAS. YEAS.
1. M\\ Blocher^ 9. iJfr, Lattimore,

2. i¥r. Brady, 10. Mu Mayer,
3. Mi\ Campbelij 11. M\\ Miller,

4. Mr. Dorsey, 12. Mx. Rahm,
5. Mv. Oress, 13. My. Slaymaker,
6. Mr. Harris, 14. Mx. Sommer,
7. Mc. Heston, 15. Mx. Wayne,
8. Mx. Laird. 16. Mx. \.2,\\^,Speaker.

NAYS. NAYS.
1. Mx. Hart, 6 Jfr. Pennell,

2. M-:. Hiester, 7. Mr. Rankin,
r3. Mx. Martin, 8. Mx. Roberts,
4. Mr. M'Arthur, 9. Mx. Vance.
K Mx. Mitchell,
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Sixteen Yeas and nine Nays; by which it ap-

pe-' ed, that the question was determined in the affirm-

ative.

A motion was then made by Mr. Roberts and Mr.

Hart, to amend the section, by reducing the number of

shares proposed to be subscribed to the stock of the

Northern Pittsburg road, from *' txv^ thousand,'''' to
*'^ one thousand five hundred,'''' and required the Yeas
and Nays thereon.

Whereupon, after debate,

On the question being put, the Members voted as

follow, to wit:

YEAS. YEAS.
1. Mr. Blocher, 6. Mr. Pennell,

2. Mr. Hart, 7. Mr. Rankin,

3. Mr. Hiester, 8. Mr. Roberts,

4. Mr. M 'Arthur, 9. Mr. Vance,

5. Mr. Mitchell, 10. Mr. Lane, Speaker,

NAYS. NAYS.
L Mr, Brady, 9. Mr. Martin,

2. Mr. Campbell, , 10. Mr. Ma3^er,

3. Mr. Dorsey, 11. Mr. Miller,

4. Mr. Gress, 12. Mr. Rahm,
5. Mr. Harris, 13. Mr. Slaymaker,

6. Mr. Heston, 14. Mi\ Sommer,
7. Mr. Laird, 15. Mr. Wayne.
8. Mr. Lattimore,

Ten Yeas and fifteen Nays ; by which it

appeared, that the question was determined in the

negative.

A motion was made by Mr. Pennell and Mr. Ro-
berts, to amend the section, by lessening the number of

shares proposed to be subscribed in the stock of the

*' Centre turnpike road," from '''six hundred,'''' to
*' three hundred,''* and required the Yeas and Nays
thereon.

. Thereupon,
On the question being put, the Member's voted as

follow, to wit

:

YEAS. YEAS.
1. Mr. Blocher, 2. Mr. Hart,
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A motion was made by Mr. Roberts and Mr.
Vance, to amend the section, by striking out that part

of the funds for carrying the act into effect, which is to

arise from " the debt due to the Commonwealth from
the Easton Delaware bridge company,'* and inserting

}n place thereof, " the debt due by the trustees of the

University of Pennsylvania," (on account of die Presi-

dent's house.)

A division of the motion was called for, so that a
question be first taken on striking out.

Whereupon,
On the motion to strike out being put, it was deter-

mined in the negative.

"The section was adopted.

Section IV. was agreed to.

The title of the bill being under consideration :

A motion was made by Mr. Vance and Mr. Roberts,
to amend the same, so as to read, *' A?i act jnakbig ap.

propriations to certain incorporated companies within
this state.

''^

On which motion,

Mr. M'Arthur and Mr. Mitchell required the Yeas
and Nays; and,

On the question being put, the Members voted as

follow, to wit:

YEAS.
1. Mr. Blocher, .

2. Mr. Hart,

3. Mr, Martin,

4. Mr. M'Arthur,
5. Mr. Mitchell,

NAYS.
1. Mr. Brady,

. 2. Mr. Campbell,

3. Mr. Dorsey,
4. Mr. Gress,

5. Mr. Harris,

6. Mr. Heston,

7. Mr. Hiester,

8. Mr. Laird,

Ten Yeas and fifteen Nays; by which it ap-

peared, that the question was determined in the nega-
tive.
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The title was agreed to.

Whereupon,
The Yeas and Nays on the question, " Shall this hill

he prepared for the third reading?^'' were required by
:^r. liartandMr, Roberts; and,

On the question being put, the Members voted a$

follow, fo wif

:

YEAS. YEAS.
1. Mr. Brady, 9. Mr, Ljttin:iore,

2. Mr. Campbell, 10. Mr. Martin,

3. Mr. Dorse V, 11. Mr. Maver,
4. Mr. Gress,' 12. Mr. Mifier,

5. Mr. Harris, 13. Mr. Rahm,
6. Mr. Hrston, 14. Mr. Slay maker,
7. Mr. Hiester, 15. Mr. Sommer,
8. Mr. Laird, 16. Mr. Wavne.

NAYS. NAYS."
i. Mr. Biocher, 6. Mr. Rankin,
2. Mr. Hart, 7. Mr. Roberts,

'

3. Mr. M'Arthur, 8. Mr. Vance,
4. Mr. Mitcliell, 9. MwI^'awq, Speaker.
5. Mr. Penneil,

Sixteen Yeas and nine Nays ; b}^ whicli it appear-

ed, that the question was determined in the affirm-

ative.

A motion was made by Mr. Wayne and Mn Roberts,

That Senate meet at nine o'clock in the morning, for

the future ; which was ai^reed to.

Adjourned until tliat hour, to-morrow moniing.

The bi;l entided, '"A supplement to an act entitled^

*'A supplement to an act entitled^ "'An act for the more

speedy and effectual collection of certain debts due to the

Commomvcalth,'''' was read the thn^d time.

Whereupon,
A motion was made by Mr. Roberts and Mr. Laird,

to recommit the bill to the committee of the whole,

for the purpose of aniendiiig the third section, by grant-
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ing a specific sum to the commissioners for the lands

boii^ht in by them, in behalf of the Commonwcakh,
instead of the commission of five per cent.

On which motion,

The Yeas and Nays were required by IMr. Penneli

and Mr. Roberts ; and,

On the question being put, the Members voted

as follow, io wit :

YEAS. YEAS.
1. Mr. Blocher, 5. Mr. M'Arthur,
2. Mr. Hart, 6. Mr. Pennell,

3. Mr. Laird, 7. Mr. Roberts,

4. Mj-. Martin, 8. Mr. Vance,

NAYS. " NAYS.
1. Mn Brady, 9. Mr- Mayer^

, 2. Mr. Campbell, 10. Mr. Milk r,

3. Mr. Dorsey, IL Mr. Rahm,
. 4 Mr. Gress, 12, Mr. Rankin,

5. Mr. Harris, 13. Mr. Slaymaker,

6. Mr. Heston, 14. Mr. Sommer,
7. Mr. Hiester, 15. Mr. Wayne,
8. Mr. Lattimore, 16. Mr. Lane, Speakei\

Eight Yeas and sixteen Nays ; by which it • ppeai cd,

tfeat the question was determined in the negative.

And, thereupon,

The qut^stion, '"'Shall this billpassP^ being put, was
determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be presented to the House' of Repre-

sentati^/es for concurrence.

The bill entitled, *' An act to authorize certain per-

sons therein named, to raise by xvaij oflottery^ a sum of
money to enable them to finish a church in the town of
Columbia^ and to pay the debts contracted in building

the same, " was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, *' Shall this bill pass ?'^ being p'lt, was

determined iw the aSrmative.

Ordered, Th.at it be returned to tlie House of Repre-

sentatives, with i3;;formation that Semite have passed tite

said bill without amendment.
The bill entitled, ^\in act for the improvement of the

state,''' v/as read the third tiir.e.
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Whereupon,
A motion was made by ^h. Vance and Mr. Roberts^

to commit the bill to a select committee, and required

the Yeas and Nays thereon ; and,

On the question being put, the Members voted as

foUovv , to wit :

YEAS. YEAS.
1. Mr. Blocher, 6. Mr. Pennell,

2. xMr. Hart, 7. Mr. Roberts,

3. Mr. Martin^ 8. Mr. Vance,
4. Mr„ M' Arthur, 9, Mr« Lane, Speaker.

5. Mr. Mitchell,

NAYS NAYS.
1. Mr. Brady, 9. Mr. Lattimore,

2. Mr. Campbell 10. Mr. Mayer,
• 3. Mr. Dcrsey, 11. Mr. Miller,

4. Mr. Gress', 12. Mr. Rahra,

5. Mr. Harris, 13. Mr. Rankin,

6. Mr. Heston, 14. Mr. Slaymaker,
7. Mr. Hiester, 15. Mr. Sommer,
8. Mi\ Laird, 16. Mr. V/ayne.

Nine Yeas and sixteen Nays ; by which it appearedy

that the question Avas determined in the negative.

Whereupon,
A motion was made by Mr. Pennell and Mr. M'Ar-

thur, to postpone the said bill, and recommend the

same to the attention of Senate at their next session,-

and required the Yeas and Nays thereon. And,
On the question being put, the Members voted a?*

follow, to %vit :

YEAS. YEAS.
1. Mr. Blocher, 6. Mr. Rankin,

2. Mr. Hart, 7. Mr, Roberts,

3. Mr. M'Arthur, 8. Mr. Vance,
4. Mr, Mitchell, 9. Mr. Lane, Speaken
5. Mr. Pennell,-

NAYS, NAYS.
I. Mr- Brady, 6. Mr. Heston^

- 2- Mr, Campbellj 7- Mr. Hiester,

3. Mr. Dorsey, 8. Mr. Laird,

4- Mr. Gress, 9- Mr. Lattimorc,

5. Mr Harris, 10- Mr. ?4artin.
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NAYS, NAYS.
11. Mr. Mayer, 14. Mr. Slaymaker,
12. Mr. Miller, 15. Mr. Sommer,
13. Mr. Rahm, 16. Mr. Wayne.

Nine Yeas and- sixteen Nays ; by which it appeared}

that the question was determined in the negative.

Thereupon,
The Yeas and Nays on the passage of the said bill,

were required by Mr. Pennell and Mr. Laird ; and,

On the question, '^ Shall this bill pass ?'' being put,

the Members voted as follow, to wit:

YEAS. YEAS.
1. Mr. Brady, 9; Mr. Lattimore^

2. Mr. Campbell^ 10. Mr. Martin,

3. Mr. Dorsey, IL Mr. Mayer,
4. Mr. Gress, 12. Mr. Miller,

5. Mr. Harris, 13. Mr. Rahm,
6. Mr. Heston, 14. Mr. Slaymaker^

7. Mr. Hiesterj 15. Mr. Sommer,
8. Mr. Laird, 16. Mr. Wayne.

NAYS. • NAYS.
1. Mr. Blocher, ,

" 6. Mr. Rankin,

2. Mr. Hart, 7. Mr. Roberts,

3. Mr. M'Arthur, 8. Mr. Vance,

4. Mr. Mitchell, 9. Mr. h.^Q, Speaker,

5. Mr. Pennell,

Sixteen Yeas and nine Nays ; by which it appear-

ed, that the question was deterinined in the affirm-

ative.

Ordered, That the said bill be returned to the House
of Representatives, with information that Senate have

passed the same with one amendment, in which the

concurrence of that House is requested. Which
amendment is, " to authorize the subscription of four

hundred shares on the part of the state, to that section

of the Harrisburg and Pittsburg turnpike road, which
lies in Cumberland county ; and one hundred shares

in the stock of that section of the same road, { called

the Southern route) which lies between Shippensbuig

and Chambers'jurg.

The bill entitled, " An act incorporating the Roman
Catholic congree-ation of Christ church, in th^

52
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borough of West-Chester, in the county of West-
Chester, and for other purposes therein meiitiolitd,'*

was read the second time.

Whcrevipon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Roberts in the chair) for the fuither

consideration thereof. And,
After some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill ivithoiit

amendment.
The Clerk of the House of Representatives pre-

sented for concurrence, eight bills, entitled as follov/,

to wit:

1. A supplement to an act entitled, ** An act

securing to mechanics and others, payment for theiK

labor and materials, in erecting any house or other

biiilding within the city and county of Philadel-

phia."

2. '* An act confirming the title of James Robe-
son to certain lands therein meutioncd."

3. " An act for discharging the sureties of Jonathan

Penrose, deceased, late sheriff of the city andcouuty of

Philadelphia, from the payment of a sum of money
therein mentioned."

4. *' An act to empower John Wilt and George
Shettle, executors of Paul Wilt, deceased, to purchase

a tract of land in trust for Philip Weldy, Maria his

wife, and her heirs."

5. " An act for the relief of Frederick Rum-
mcl.

6. " An act supplementary to an act entitled, " h\\

act to erect the town of Canonsburg, in the county of

Washington, into a borough."

7. " An act authorizing the administrators to the

estate of Jonas Haverstrite, to convey a lot of land

in Abington township, Montgomery county."

8. "A supplement to the act for the regulation

of the militia of the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-

VL;nia."

Which were severally read the first time.

Agreeably to order, the Senate resumed in com-
mittee of the whole, (Mr. Hart in the chair) the coa-
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sidpration of the bill entitled, *' An act to incorporate

the Farmers' and Mechanics' bank." And,
After some time.

The committee rose, reported progress, and had
leave to sit again, in the evening- of this day.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives informed,

Th it that ho'.ise have not concurred in the amendment
by Senate, to the bill entitled, *' An act for the irn-

pi'ovement of the state ;" and, that they insist upon
their amendinents non-concurred in by the Senate, to

the bill entitled, " An act to fix the number of Sena-
tors, form the state into districts, and determine the

portion to be allotted to each ; also to fix the number of

Representatives for the cit}' and the several couuties of

this Commonweakh, in pursuance of the provisions of

the constitution.'*

And he returned the bill entitled, " An act to pro-

vide for the erection of a house for the employment
and support of the poor, in the county of Cumber-
land,"

And informed.

That the House of Representatives have passed the

said bill widi one amendment, in which the concur-

rence of the Senate is requestedo I'he amendment
was read as fcilows, t6 ivzt :

Section XIV. line 3, strike out the words " o/" the

tounttj of Cumber!and.''

^

Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Wayne and Mr. Brady,

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the

message of the House of Representatives, respecting-

ihe bill entitled, " An act lor the improvem.ent of the

'State."

A motion was m?de by Mr. Pennell and Mi\ Ro-
berts, that Senate insist upon their said amende

ment.

Thf^reupon,

The Yeas and Nays on the question, "Will Senate

insist on their amendment to the said bill non-concurred

in by the House of Representatives?'^ were required

by Mr. Pennell aiid M\\ Laird ; and,

On the question being put,, the racmbers voted as

foilo\\'. to ll'it :
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YEAS. YEAS.
1. Mr. Blocher, 6. Mr, Rankin,

% Mr. Hart, 7. Mr. Roberts,

3. Mr. Martin, 8. Mr. Vance,

4. Mr. M' Arthur, 9, Mr, Lane, Speaker.

5. Mr. Penneil,

NAYS.
.

NAYS.
1. Mr. Brady, 9. Mr. Lattimore,

2. Mr. Campbell, 10. Mr. Mayer,

3. Mr. Dorsey, 11. Mr. Miller,

4. Mr. Gress, 12. Mr. Mitchell,

5. Mr. Harris, 13. Mr. Rahm,
6. Mr. Heston, 14. Mr. Slaymake r,

7. Mi\ Hiester, 15. Mr. Sommer,
8. Mr. Laird, 16. Mr. Wc^qie.

Eight Yeas and sixteen Nays ; by which it appeared,

that the question was determined in the negative.

Ordered, That the Clerk acquaint the House of

Representatives, that Senate do not insist on their

amendment on the said bill.

On motion of Mr. Vance and Mr. Roberts,

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the

message fronr^ the House of Representatives, respect-

ing the bill entitled, "An act to fix the number of Sena-

tors, form the state into districts, and determine the

portion to be allotted to each ; also to fix the number
of Representatives for the city and the several coun-

ties of the Commonwealth, in pursuance of the provi»

sions of the constitution."

Whereupon,
Resolved, That Senate do recede from their non-

concijrrence of the amendments by the House of Re-
presentatives, on the said bill. And,

Ordered, That the Clerk acquaint the House of Re-
presentatives thereof.

On niotion of Mr. Brady and Mr. Wayne,
The Senate adjourned till 7 o'clock, in the even=

IN THE EVENING,

Mr. Brady, from the committee to whom was refer-
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red on the fifteenth instant, the hill entitled, "^7Z act

authorizing the Governor to contract with John Bioren

to print the laws oj" this Commonwealth^'^ reported the

bill without amendment.
On motion of Mr. Hart and Mr. Pennell,

The Senate resumed the consideration of the six.

teenth item of the report of unfinished business, to wit:

The bill entitled, 'Vin act granting to Edward Beeby^

a tract of donation land,'''' postponed for the present on

the seventh of December last.

Whereupon,
Resolved, That said bill be referred to a committee,

to consider and report thereon. And,
Ordered, That Mr. Hart Mr. Pennell, and Mr.

Wayne, be the committee.
' On motion of Mr. Roberts and Mr. Pennell,

The following resolution was twice read, considered,

and adopted

:

Resolved, That the Comptroller and Register-Gen-

nerals be, and they are hereby required to lay before

Senate, the amount of monies drawn from the Trea-

sury by the Luzerne commissioners; together with

any account in detail, they may have submitted for

settlement since their last report.

Agreeably to order, the Senate resumed, in com-
mittee of the whole, (Mr. Hart in the chair) the consi-

deration of the bill entitled, ''^An act to incorporate the

Farmers' and Mechanics'* bank. " And,
After some time,

The committee rose, reported progress, and had

leave to sit again, to morrow.
Adjourned till 9 o'clock, to morrow morning.

The bill entitled, **An act incorporating the Roman
Catholic congregation of Christ church, in the bo-

rough of West- Chester, in the county of Chester, and
for other purpose? therein mentioned," was read the
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secQHcl time as Feported b}' committee of the whole

yci>tfrday, considered by section, and agreed to.

O.idered, That it be piepared for the 'third read-

ing.

"rhe bill entitled, " A.n act to enable the Governor to

incorporate a company, for making an ariiiicial road

itam the south-east side ot the Perkionitn bridge, in

Moivts;orncry county, to the borough of Reading, in ihe

county of Eerks/^ was read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

T.-ho'ey ('"r. M 'Arthur in the chair) for the further con-

svideration thereof. And,
Af:er £t>rae time;.

The committee rose,, and reported the bill with

aiTicndmentG, which were read as reported^

The Clerk of the House of Representatives pire-

sented for concurrence, five bills, entitled respectively

as kjIIo'W, to vjii :

i.
^'' Aw act directinc:; the distributing of the digest

of the laws of this Conimonwealthj in the German km-

geage.'^

2=. "' An act to amend certain parts of an act enti-

tled, " An act sup|-)lcmi. ntary to the several acta of this

Cornnion^vealih concerniijg- partitions,, an.d for other

piu-poses therein mentioned."
3'. '"- An act to exonerate the real estate of Adam

Kces, deceased, from a lien^ which the Commonwealth
is Slippered to have on the same."

4. " An act to authorize the commissioners of the

countv of Northampton^, to allirni a contract made with

lacoI> Sivoud,"

5 " An act making appropriatiojis for the impro^'e-

ment of the state road leading from Ph}ladelp4iia;

thron.s;h West-Chester, to Strasbiirg."

Which were severally read the iirst time.

Apiecabiy to order, the lepoit of the committee on

the causes of delay in pyinting the Laws and Joui-nal-s

of the last session^ ^Vas read the second tiniCj and the

resolutions attac'ied thereto, to rvit .^

'•' ilesolved. That k. appears,, the Secretary of the

ConnBGnvveaith 'osed commendable exertions to pro-,
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care the L:r.vs of the last session of the Legislature, to

be printed in the time prescribed bylaw; but xvhicli

was in some measure prevented by the Master of Rolls

not furnishing the priiiter with copy.
*' Resolved further, That it appears, the Secretary

of the Commonwealth did, between the latter end of

April ?.nd third of June last, employ the printer of the

Journal of the House of Representatives (in tlie

English iasiguage) to print the articles of war, whieli

were to accompany the militia law; that the said Jour-

nal was*the last of the Journals delivertd into the oiiice

of the Secretary, which delivery took place about the

middle of August, eighty-nine days later tlian the time

directed by law ; and that the Secretary could not but
have been aM'are, that the said printer was under con-

tract (specified in a bond, which bond the Secretajy

possessed at the time he employed the said printer) to

deliver the said journal into the office of said Secretary,

on or before the first of Jui^e last ; and that die delay

in the printing and distributmg the militia law, &c.

and the ill execution of that work, are not justified by
the reasons assigned for it by the Seeretarj^" being

und^r consideration

:

•

A motion was made by Mr. Sommer and Mr. Hes-

ton, to postpone the consideration of the said report,

generally.

A motion was then made b}^ Mr. Pennell and Mr.

Vance, to postpone the consideration of the fore-

going motion, for the present ; which v/as not agreed

to.

Whereupon,
The Yeas and Nays on the motion to postpone

generally, were required by Mr. Heston and Mr.

Mitchell ; and,

On the question being put, the Members voted as

follow, to xvit

:

YKAS. YEAS.
1. Mv. Blocher, 6. Mr. Harris,

2. My. Brady, 7. Mv. Hart, -

3. 3Ir\ Campbell, 8. Mr. Heston,
4. Mi\ Dorsey, 9. M\\ Hiester,

5. Mr. Gress, 10, Mr. Laird,
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YEAS. YEAS.
11. Mi\ Lattimore, 15. Mr. SlaymakeiCi

12. 31r. Mayer, 16. Mr. Sommer,
13. Mr. Miller, 17. Mr. Wayne,
14. Mr. Riihm, 18. Mr. LsLn^^Speake/",

NAYS. NAYS.
1. My. Martin, 5. Mr. Rankin,
2. iMr. M 'Arthur, 6. Mr. Roberts,

3. 3Iv. Mitchell, 7. Mr. Vance.
4 IVIr. Penneil,

Eighteen Yeas and seven Nays; by whith it ap-

peared, that tlie question \vas determined in the

affirmative.

A motion was made by Mr. Heston and Mr. VancCy
That v.^hen Senate adjourn, the adjournment be till

three o'clock, in the afternoon.

Moved by Mr. Sommer and Mr. Wayne,
That the adjournment be till four o'clock.

The question on the las}; motion being put, was de-

termined in the affirmative,

A m.otion was then made by Mr. Roberts and Mr,

Laird, to discharge the committee of the whole, from
the further cdnsideration of the bill entitled, *'An
act to incorporate the Farmers' and Mechanics'

bank."

After debate,

A motion was made by Mr. Harris and Mr. Brady,

to adjcnirn ; which was agreed to.

The Senate adjourned until four o'clock, in the after-

noon.

SAME DAY...,in the afternoon.

The Speaker laid before the Senate, a letter from the

Comptroller and Register-Generals ; which was read as

follows, to wit:

Department of Accounts, March 18, 1808.

Sir,

IN answer to the resolution of the Senate of

yesterday, we report, that there has not any monies
been drawn from the Treasury, by the Luzerne com-
missioners ; nor has any accounts been submitted by
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them for settlement, since our last report to the

Senate.

We are your obedient servants,

GEORGE DUFFIELD,
JOHN KEAN.

The Honorable the Speaker of Senate.

The Speaker also laid before the Senate, a letter frorn

the Deputy-Secretary of the Coiumonwealth ; which
was read as follows, to wit :

" Secretary's-Office, March 17, 1808,

*'SlR,
" Pursuant to their resolution of the ninth

instant, I have the honor to lay before Senate, a
statement of the contracts entered into between the

Commonwealth and individuals, for making and im-
proving roads, and improving the navigation of waters ;

particularizing the contracts which have been placed
in the hands of the Attorney-Generah

" Agreeably to the provisions of the Act of the

ninth of February, one thousand eight hundred and
one, the Comptroller and Register-Generals were fur-

nished wi\h an account of the road and river contracts

;

and, in order that proceedings might be had thereon^

the Attorney-General was furnished with copies of the

bonds, accompanying the contracts which had not
been com.pleted. These copies were furnished by the

former Secretary of the Commonwealth*
"I am. Sir, respectfully,

"Your obedient servant,

"JAMES TRIMBLE, Dep. Sec.
'* The Hon. Presly Car Lane, ezjuire, ^

Speaker of Senate^ . 3
The report accompanying the letter, was
Laid upon the table;

Mr. Hart, from the committee to whom was referred

the sixteenth item of the report of unfinished business,

to wit :

The bill entitled,- "An act granting Edward Beeby, a
tract of donation land," reported tfite said bill with an
amendment ; which W"as read as reported.

The consideration of the motion to discharge the
committee of the whole, from the further consideration

S3
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oT the bill entitled, " An act to incorporate the

Farmers' and Mechanics' bank," recurring :

The Yeas and Nays on the motion were required

by Mr. Roberts and Mr. Pennell. And,
On the question being put, the Members voted as

follow, to vjit :

YEAS. YEAS.
1. Mr. Blocher, 6. Mr. Pennell,

2. Mr. Martin, 7. Mr. liankin,

3. Mr. Mayer, ,8. Mr. Roberts,

4. Mr. M'Arthur, 9. Mr. Vance,

5. Mr. Mitchell, 10. Mr. Lane, Speaker.

NAYS.
'

NAYS.
1. Mr. Brady, 9. Mr. Laird,

% Mr. Campbell, 10. Mn Lattimore,

3. Mr. Dorsey, 11. Mr. Miller,

4. Mr. Gress," 12. Mr. Rahm,
5. I\ir. Harris, 13. Mr. Slaymaker,

6. Mr. Hart, 14. Mr. Sommer,
7. Mr. Fleston, 15. 31r. Wayne.
8.- Mr. Hiester,

Ten Yeas and fifteen Nays ; by which it ap-

peared, that the question was determined in the nega-

tive;

Whereupon,
Agreeably to order, the Senate resumed, in com-

iiiittee of the whole, (Mr. Hart in the chair) the

consideration of the bill entitled, " An act to incor-

porate the Farmers' and Mechanics' bank." And,
After some time,

The committee ^::;;ose, and reported the bill with
iimendmcnts ; which t/ere read as reported-

The Cicrk of the\ House of Representatives pre-

sented for signature, the bills entitled as follow, to

ivh :

1 *' An act to authorize certain persons therein

7iamed^ to raise by way of lottery^ a sum of money to.

enable tJiem to finish a church in the town of Columbia

^

and to pay the debts contracted in building the

2. ^' Jn act for the improvement of the stated
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3. /'An act to raise by way of lottery, a sum of

money for the purpose of erecting a school-house in

Mayerstown, in the county of Dauphin."

4. "An act to fix the number of Senators, form
the state into districts, and determine the portion to be

alloted to each; also to fix the number of Representa-

tives for the city and the several counties of the Com-
monwealth, in pursuance of the provisions of the con-

stitution."

Whereupon,
The Speaker signed the said bills.

The bill entitled, "An act authorizing the Governor
to contract with John Bioren to print the lav/s of this

Commonwealth," was read the second time, considered

by section, and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

The bill entitled, "An act to enable the Governor to

incorporate a company, for making an artificial road

from the city of Philidelphia, by Chad's ford, on Brandy-
wine, to the line of the state, in a direction towards

Baltimore," was read the second time, considered by
section, and ae-reed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

The amendments by the House of Representatives

on the bill entitled, "An act granting an annuity to

Christian Shockey," read on the tenth instant, were
again read, cou'^idered, and concurred in.

Ordered, That the Clerk acquaint the House of

Representatives thereof.

The amendment by the House of Representatives

on the bill entitled, " An act to provide for the erection

of a house for the employment and support of the poor

in the county of Cumberland," read yesterday, was
again read, considered, and concurred in.

Ordered, That the Clerk acquaint the House of Re-
presentatives thereof.

Adjourned until nine o'clock, to-morrow morn-
in.?..
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"Mr. Miller, from the committee appointed for that

purpose, made the following report, to iv'it :

That the committee, in conjunction with the com^-

mittee of the House of Representatives, yesterday pre-

sented to the Governor for his approbation, the bills

entitled as follow, to wit

:

1. " An act to enable the administrators of Peter

Ankeny, late of the county of Somerset, deceased, to

convey certain lots of ground in the borough of

Somerset, to the purchasers thereof."

2. " An act granting an annuity to Thomas Snow-
den."

3. '' An act to afford immediate relief to James
Waters, a soldier during the revolutionary war, and
to grant him an annuity."

4. " An act to enable certain persons therein named,
to sell and convey a messuage and lot of ground, devised

by the late John Keble to the corporation of St. Paul's

church, in the city of Philadelphia, for the use of aged
widows, communicants of said church."

5. *' An act declaring Big Mahoning creek, in

Armstrong and Indiana counties, a public highway."
6. " An act to authorize Jacob Rudizell and George

Kerl, administrators of the estate of George Kerl,

deceased, or the survivors of them, to convey a part

of a tract of land therein described, to William
Youno;,"

7. " An act to alter the time of holding the fairs in

the borough of Carlisle, in the county of Cumberland."
8. " An act for the improvement of the state."

9. " An act to authorize certain persons therein

named to raise by v/ay of lottery, a sum of money to

enable them to finish a church in the town of Columbia,

and to pay the debts contracted in the building the

same."
10. '^ An act to raise by way of lottery, a sum of

Bioney for the purpose of erecting a school-house in

Mayerstown, in the county of Dauphin."
11. "An act to fix the number of Senators, form
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the state into districts, and determine the portion to

be allotted to each ; also to fix the number of Re-
presentatives fo'' the city and the several counties ot"

the Commonwealth, in pursuance of the provisions of
the constitution."

Moved by Mr. Fennell and Mr. Roberts,

Whereas the constitution of Pennsylvania declares,

that " all bills for raising revenue, shall originate in the

House of Representatives." And vvhereas, the bill

which originated in, and is now before the Senate, enti-

tled, *'An act to incorporate the Farmers' and Me-
chanics' bank," proposes, that that bank shall pav a

prernium, by way of tax, for its charter; and all

monies coming into the Treasury is necessarily the

revenue of the state. Therefore,

Resolved, That it is unconstitutional for Senate to

have originated the aforesaid bill, and to pass it on
account of bringing revenue into the Treasury.

Ordered to lie upon the table.

The bill entitled, ''An act incorporating the Roman
Catholic congregation of Christ church, in the bo-

rough of West-Chester, in the county of Chester, and
for other purposes therein mentioned," was read the

third time.

Whereupon,
The question, ''Shall this hillpassP'' being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Repre-
sentatives, with information that Senate have passed the

said bill without amendment.
The bill entitled, '^An act authorizing the Governor

to contract xvith John Bioren to print the laws of this

Commonwealth,"' was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, *' Shall this billpass ?''"' being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the said bill be returned to the House
of Representatives, with information that Senate have
passed the said bill without amendment.
The bill entitled, *'An act to enable the Governor

to incorporate a company for making an artificial road
from the city of Philadelphia, by Chad's ford, on Bran-
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clyv;ine, to the line of the state, in a direction towards

baitimore," was read the third time.

Whereupon,
On the question, '^ Shall this bill pass ?''^ being put,

was dftermined in the aiiirsnative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Repre-

sentatives, with infcrmation that Senate have passed the

said bill without amendment.
The bill entitled, *' An act to enable the Governor to

incorporate a company, for making an artificial road

from the south-east side of the Perkiomen bridge, in

> ontgomery county, to the borough of Reading, in the

county of Berks," was read the second time, and con-

sidered by section.

Sections I. to VHL vrere severally adopted.

Section IX. being under consideration :

A motion was made by Mr. Mitchell and Mr.
Martin, to amend the section, by incrc sing the width

of the summer road, from " eight Ject,^^ to " twelve

feet;'''' which was not agreed to.

The section was adopted.

Section X. was agreed to.

Section XI. (inserted as an amendment in committee
of the whole) being under consideration :

The Yeas and Nays on the same were required by
Mr. Roberts and Mr. Hart ; and,

On the question being put, the Members voted

as follow, to wit

:

YEAS. YEAS.
1. Mr. Hart, 7. Mr. Pennell,

2. Mr. Laird,
'

8. Mr. Rankin,
' 3. Mr. Luttimore, 9. Mr. Roberts,

4. Mr. Martin, 10. Mr. Vance,
5. Mr. M' Arthur, 11. Mr. Wayne, .

6. Mr. Mitchell, 12. Mr. h?.n^,Speaker,

NAYS. NAYS. "

1. Mr. Blocher, 8. Mr. Hiester,

2. Mr. Brady, 9. Mr. Mayer,
3. Mr. Campbell, 10. Mr. Miller,

4. Mr. Dorsey, 11- Mr. Rahm,
5. Mr. Gress, 12. Mr. Slaymaker,
6. Mr. Harris, 13. Mr. Sommer.
7. Mr. Hcston,
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Twelve Yeas and thirteen Nays ; by M'hich it np-,

peared, that the question was determined in the nega-

tive.

The remaining sections, with the title, being agreed

to:

Ordered, That the said bill be prepared for the

third reading.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives pre-

sented for concurrence, the bills, entitled as follow,

to wit

:

1. "A supplement to an act entitled, *' An act

for the sale of goods distrained for rent, and to secure

such goods to the person distraining the same, for the

better security of rents, and for other purposes therein

mentioned."

2. *' An act supplementary to an act entitled, " An
act to organize the provisional couuty of Venango."

3. '* An act declaring the marriage of Samuel
Hamm and Mary Hamm, {late Mary Beerbrower) to

be fraudulent, null, and void."

4. " A further supplement to the act entitled, '^A.n

act authorizing the Governor to incorporate a company
for making an artificial road from the bank of the river

Susquehanna, opposite to the borough of Harrisbuig, to

Pittsburg."

Which were severally read the fii-st time.

The bill entitled, *'.^;z act to incorpoi'ate the Farmers^

and Mechanics'' bank^'''' was read the second time as re-

ported by committee of the whole yesterday, and con-

sidered by section.

Section I. being under consideration

:

After debate,

The Yeas and Nays thereon were required by Mr«

Pennell and Mr. Roberts ; and.

On the question being put, the Members voted as

follow, to wit

:
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YEAS. YEAS.
11. Mr. Rahm, 13, Mr. Sommer,
12. Mr. Slaymaker, 14. Mr. Wa}^ne.

NAYS. NAYS.
1. iMr. Blocher, 7. Mr. Pcnnell,

2. Mr. Laird, 8. Mr. Rankin,
3. 3fr. Martin, 9. Mr. Roberts,

4. Mr. Mavcr, 10. J/r. Vance,
5. M-. M'Arthcr, 11. ilfr. Lane, AS;&<?ay^f?r..

6. Mr. Mitchell,

Fourteen Yeas and eleven Nays ; by which it ap-

peared, that the question was determined in the

alFirmative.

A motion was then made by Mr. Roberts and Mr.
Penneil, to adjourn ; which was not agreed to.

Section 11. was agreed to.

Section III. being under consideration*

A motion was made by Mr. Roberts and Mr. Pen-
neil, to amend the section, by adding thereto the fol-

lowing :

Provided always, That no person now a Member of
the General Assembly of this Commonwealth, or who
may hereafter be a Member ; and that no person hold-

ing any office under said Commonwealth, or who may
,

hereafter hold any office under the same ; shall be
allowed, directly or indirectly, to subscribe for or pur-
chase any new share in said bank or corporation, while
such person may be a Member or hold an office as

aforesaid. And it shall be the duty of the officers of
said corporation to give notice of this provision, to per-

.sons offisring to subscribe ; and any member or officer

so subscribing, or purchasing, shall, on conviction

before a court of competent jurisdiction, be liable and
subject to all the pains and penalties of perjury."

On which motion,

Tlie Yeas and Nays were required by Mr. Hestoii
and Mr. Penneil ; and,

On the question being put, the Members voted as

rollow, toxvit:

YEAS. YEAS.
i I.Mr. Martin, 3. Mr. Mitchell,

\ 2. Mr, M'Arthur, 4. Mr. Penneil,

\
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YEAS. YEAS.
5. Mr. Rankin, '

6. Mr. Roberts.

NAYS. NAYS.
1. Mr. Biocher, 11. Mr. Campbell,

2. Mr. Brady, 12. Mr. Dorsey,

3. Mr. Gress, 13. Mr. Miller,

4. Mr. Harris, 14. Mr. Rahm,
5. Mr. Hart, 15. Mr. Slayinaker,

6. Mr. Heston, 16. Mr. Sommer,
7. Mr. Hiesterj 17. Mr. Vance,

8. Mr. Laird, 18. Mr. Wayne.
. , 9. Mr. Lattimore, 19. Mr. Lane,AS^£'a.^<?r.

10; Mr, Mayer,
Six Yeas and nineteen "Nays; by which it ap-

peared, that the question was determined in the nega-

tive.

The section was adopted.

Section IV. containing the articles of asisociation,

being under consideration

:

A motion was made by Mr. Dorsey and Mr. Hiester,

to amend the first article, by striking out that part which

respects the appointment of directors by the Legisla»

ture ; which was agreed to, and the article adopted.

The second article was agreed to.

The third article was disagreed to.

The fourth article, now become article III, beiiig

under consideration

:

A motion was made by Mr. Laird and Mr. Roberts,

to amend the article, by inserting the following at the

end thereof: "who shall be a farmer, residing in the

country when elected,'' (referring to the choice of a Pre-

sident) ; which was not agreed to.

The article was adopted*
'

Article IV* was agreed to*

Article V. being under considetation :

A motion was made by Mr. Roberts and Mr. Pen-
nell, to amend the same, by inserting the following

immediately after the word * 'entitled," to wit:
" To one vote for every share such stockholder may

own under ten, and no stockholder shall at any election

have more than ten votes, whatever number of shares

54
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he may own;" and required the Yeas and Nays there-

on And
On the question being put, the Members voted as

follow, to wit :

YEAS. YEAS.
1. Mr. Blocher, 7. Mr. Rahm,
2. Mr. Laird, 8. Mr. R:inkin,

3. if'-. Martin, 9. Mr. Roberts,

4. Mr. M'iVrthur, 10. Mr. Vance,

5. ;if?. Mitchell, 11. Mi\ hm\G, Speaken
6. Mr. Pennell,

NAYS. NAYS.
1. Mr. Brady, 8. 3£r. Hiester,

2. Mr. Campbell, 9. Mr. Lattimore,

3. Mr. Dorsey, 10. Mr. Mayer,
4. Mr. Gress, , 11. i^fr. Miller,

5. Mr. Harris, 12. Mr. Slaymaker,

6. 3fr. Hart, 13. Mr. Sonmier,

7. il/r. Heston, 14. Mr. Wayne.
Eleven Yeas and fourteen Nays ; by which it ap-

peared, that the question was determined in the

negative.

A motion was then made by Mr. Roberts and Mr-
Luird, to amend the article, by striking out the pro-

vision which authorizes the voting by proxy ; which
%vas not afrreed to.

A motion was then made by Mr. Pennell, and Mr.

Roberts, to amend the article, by inserting at the

end thereof the following:
" Piovidcd the proxy be derived directly from such

stockiiolders, and be voted by a person being a citizen

of this Commonwealth;" which wos not agreed to.

The article was agreed to.

Articles VI. and VII. were severally agreed to*

Article VIII. was disagreed to.

Article IX- now article VIII- was adopted.

Article IX. being under consideration :

A motion was made by Mr- Roberts and Mr. Pen-
nell, to amend the same, by rendering it necessary for

tiie President and six directors to be present on the

days of ordinary -'discowit ; v/hich was not agreed to-

Tiie article was adopted*
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Articles Xp XI. XII. and XIII. were severally agreed
to.

Article XIV. being under consideration

:

A motion was made by Mr. Roberts and Mr. Pennell,

to amend the same, by inserting a provision to prevent
the bank in their loans to the farmers, from demanding-
or receiving the interest on such loans, until the expira-

tion thereof, or yearly ; and required the Yeas and Nay's

on the motion.

Whereupon,
On the question being put, the Members voted as

follow, to wit .'
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SAME DAY. ,,.171 the afternoon.

The bill entitled, " An act for discharging the sureties

of Jonathan Penrose, deceased, late sheriff of the city

and county of Philadelphia, from a payment of a sum
of money therein mentioned," was read the second

time, considered by section, and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third read-

ing.

The bill entitled, " An act to dissolve the marriage

contract between Alexander Kerr and Ruth his wife,"

was read the second time.

Whereupon,
A motion was made by Mr. Wayne and Mr. Dor-

sey, to postpone the fiirther consideration thereof, for

the present; which was agreed to.

The bill entitled, "An act granting an annuity for

the use of John Maloney," was read the second

time-

Whereupon,
A motion was made by Mr. Wayne and Mr. Dor-

sey, to postpone the further consideration thereof, for

the present.

On which motion,

The Yeas and Nays were required by Mr. Roberts
and Mr. Vance ; and,

On the question being put, the Members voted as

follow, to wit:

YEAS.
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Ten Yeas and thirteen Nays; by which it ap-

peared, that the question was determined in the nega-

tive.

A motion was made by Mr- Harris and Mr. Br^dy,

to refer the said bill to a select committee ; which v/as

not agreed to. .

Thereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of tlic

whole, (Mr. Sommer in the chair) for the further

consideration thereof. And,
After some time.

The committee rose, and reported the bill with
amendments ; which were read as reported-

On motion of Mr. Miller and Mr. Roberts,

The said bill was considered by section, and agreed
to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third read-

ing.

The bill entitled, "An act to exonerate the real

estate of Adam Nees, deceased, from a lien which the

Commonwealth is supposed to have on the same, was
read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, for the further consideration thereof. And,
After some time, ^

The committee rose, and reported the bill with-

out amendment.
The bill entitled, " An act making appropriation for

the improvement of the state road leading from Phila-

delphia, through West-Chester, to Strasburg," was
read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Hart in the chair) for the consideration
thereof. And,

After some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill with-
out amendment.
The bill entided, "An act granting a tract of dona-

tion land to Edward Beeby," was read the se^^nd
time-

Whereupon,
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The Senate resolved, itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Gress in the chair) for the further con-

sideration thereof. And,
Alter some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill with one
amendment ; which was read as reported.

Thereupon,
On motion of Mr. Hart and Mr. Wayne,

The said bill was again read, considered by section,

and cigreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

The bill entitled, " An act for the establishment of
schools throughout this Commonwealth," was read
tire second tmie as reported by select committee.

Whereupon,
A motion was made by Mr. Wayne and Mr. Sommer,

to postpone the further consideration of the said bill,

and recommend it to the attention of Senate, at the next
session of the Legislature.

On which motion,

The Yeas and Nays were required by Mr. Pennell

and Mr. Roberts ; and.

On the question being put, the Members voted as

follow, to wit:

YLAS.
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Heston, to postpone the further consideration of the

said bill, for the present.

On which motion,

The Yeas and Nays v/ere required by Mr. Pcnneii

and Mr. Roberts ; and.

On the question being put, the Members voted as

follow, to wit

:
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Dorsey, to resume the consideration of the bill enti-

tled, " An act to incorporate the Farmers' and Me-
chanics' bank."

A motion was then made by Mr. Vance and Mr.

Roberts, to adjourn ; which was not agreed to.

The consideration of the motion to resume the said

bin recurring, was agreed to.

Thereupon,

The consideration of the fourteenth article recurring,

it was agreed to*

Articles XV. and XVI. were severally adopted.

Article XVII. being under consideration :

A motion was made by Mr, Pennell and Mr. Ro-

berts, to amend the sam.e, by inserting the following :

" but no bill of less amount than five dollars, shall be

issued by order of the said corporation-, nor shall the

whole amount of bills so issued, be greater than their

capital stock."

A division of the motion was called for, so that a

question be taken on the first part of the sentence, to

end with the word " corporation.'''' And,
On the question on the first member of the sentence

behig put, was determined in the affirmative.

Vs^hereupon,

The Yeas and Navs on agreeing to the rem.ainder of

tlie motion, were required by Mr. Pennell and Mr.

Robv^rts; and,

On the question being put, the Members voted as

follow, to wit :

YEAS.
1. Mr. Blocher,

2. Mr. Laird,

3- Mr. Martin,

4. Mr. M'Arthur,

5. Mr. Pennell,

NAYS.
1. Mr. Brady,
2. Mr. Campbell,

3. Mr. Dorsey,

4. Mr. Gress,

5. Mr. Harris,

0. Mr. Hart,
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NAYS. NAYS.
13. Mr. Slaymaker, 15. Mr. Wayne,
14. Mr. Sommer,

Nii>e Yeas and fifteen Nays; by which it appear-

ed, that the question was determined in the nega-

tive.

A motion was then made by Mr. Roberts and Mn
Pennell, further to amend the article, by inserting a

provision, obliging the bank " to pay their notes in

specie, and that three-fourths of such payment shall be

made in pieces of gold, or silver coin, each of the

value of fifty cents, or more, unless when otherwise

required ;" and called the Yeas and Nays on the motion*

Whereupon, after debate,

On the question being put, the Members voted as

follow, to wit :

YEAS, YEAS,
1. Mr. Blocher, 6. Mr. Pennell^

2. Mr. Hart, 7. Mr. Rankin,

3. Mr. Laird, 8. Mr. Roberts,

4. Mr. Martin, 9. Mr, Vance,

5. Mr. M 'Arthur,

NAYS. NAYS. '

1. Mr. Brady, '
9. Mr. Mayer,

2. Mr. Campbell, 10. Mr. Miller,

3. Mr. Dorsey, 11. 3fr. Rahm,
4. Mr. Gress, 12. Mr. Slaymaker,

5. Mr. Harris, 13. Mr. Sommer,
6. Mr. Heston, 14. Mr. Wayne,
7« Mr. Hiester, • 15. Mr. hsLue, Speaker,

8. Mr, Lattimore,

Nine Yeas and fifteen Nays; by which it ap=

peared, that the question was determined in the nega-

tive.

A motion was then made by Mr. Roberts and Mr.
Pennell, to amend the article, by striking the following

from the same, to ivit: " And the bills and notes of the

said corporation originally made payable, or which
shall become payable on demand, shall be receivable

in payments from the bank to the state of Pennsyl-

vania;" which was agreed to, and the article as

amended^ was adopted.

55
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And so the section, containing the articles of associ-

ation, was agreed to»

Section V. being under consideration, to wit:

"And be it further enacted, &c. That the sum of

eighty thousand doihus shall be considered as a premium
or gratuity from the said corporation, for the granting of

this charter, which shall be paid into the Treasury, in

gales or proportions as follow, that is to sat/: thirty

thousand dollars within sixty days, twenty- five thousand

^vithin one hundred and twenty days, and twenty- five

thousand dollars within one hundred and eighty days;

all which payments shall be computed from the day of

the passing of this act."

A motion was made by Mr. Pennell and Mr. Roberts,

to postpone the further consideration of the section and
bill, for the prese4it, for the purpose of proceeding to

the consideration of the resolution laid upon the table in

the forenoon, to wit

:

" \Vl)ereas the constitution of Pennsylvania declares,

That ' all bills for raisinar revenue shall orijjinate in the

House of Representatives :* and whereas, the bill which
originated in and is now before Senate, entitled, 'An
act to incorporate the Farmers' and Mechanics' bank,'

proposes, that that bank shall pay a premium, by way
of tax, for its charter; and all monies coming into the

Treasury is necessarily tlie revenue of the state.

" Therefore,
*' Resolved, That it is unconstitutional for Senate to

have originated the aforesaid bill, and to pass it on ac-

count of bringing revenue into the Treasury.

"

Whereupon, after debate,

The Yeas and Nays on the motion to postpone
the further consideration of the said section, were
required by Mr. Roberts and Mr. Pennell ; and.

On the question being put, the Members voted as

follow, to ivit :

YEAS. YEAS.
1. Mv, Blocher, 6. Mr. Rankin,
2. Mr. Laird, 7. Mr. Roberts,

3. Mr. Martin, 8. Mr. Vance,
4. Mr.. M'Arthur, 9. Mr. Lane, Speaker.

5. Mr. Pennell,
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NAYS.
1. Mr. Brady,

2. Mr. Campbell,

S. Mr. Dorsev,

4. Mr. Gress,

5. Mr. Harris,

6. Mr. Hart,

7. Mr. Heston,

NAYS.
9. Mr. Lattimore,

10. Mr. Mayer,
11. Mr. Miiier,

12. Mr. Rahm,
13. Mr. Slaymaker,
14. Mv. Sommer,
15. iJ/r. Wayne.

8. Mr. Hiester,

Nine Yeas and Fifteen Nays; by which it ap-

peared, that the question was determined in the nega-
tive.

A motion was then made by Mr. Vance and Mr.
Roberts, to adjourn ; which was not agreed to.

Thereupon,
The Yeas and Nays on adopting the section, were

required by Mr. Pennell and Mr. Roberts ; and,

On the question being put, the Members voted as

follow, to wit :

YEAS.
1. Mv. Brady,

2. Mr. Campbell,
3. Mr. Dorsey,

4. Mr. Gress,

5. Mr. Harris,

6. Mr. Hart,

7. Mr. Heston,

NAYS.
1. Mr. Blocher,

2. 3fr. Laird,

2. Mr. Martin,

4. Mr. Mayer,
5. Mr. M 'Arthur,

YEAS.
Mr. Hiester,

Mr. Lattimore,

Mr. Miller,

11. Mr. Rahm,
12. Mr. Slaymaker,

13. Mr. Sommer,
Mr. Wayne,
NAYS.

'

Mr. Pennell,

Mr. Rankin,

Mr. Roberts,

9. Mr. Vance,
10. Mr. Lane, Speaker.

8.

9.

10.

14

6.

7.

8.

Fourteen Yeas and ten Nays ; by which it appeared,
that the question was determined in the affirmative.

Section VI. was adopted.

Section VII. being under consideration

:

A motion was made by Mr. Pennell and Mr. Ro-
berts, to amend the section, by limiting the duration of
the charter of the bank, to the year one thousand eight

hundred and ten ; which was not agreed to.

The section was adopted.
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Section VIII. was agreed to.

On motion of Mr. Harris and Mr. Brady, the fol-

lowing was adopted, to be called,

Section IX. Ajid be it further enacted^ yc. That

if the P'armers' and Mechanics' bank should fail, neglect,

or refuse faithfully to fulfil the payments required of

the said bank, in this act, according to the true intent

and meaning thereof, then, and in that case, this act

shall become null and void, as fully to all intents aiid

purposes, as if this act had never been passed."

The preamble being under consideration :

A motion was made by Mr. Pcnnell and Mr. Ro-
berts, to amend the same, by striking out the follow-

ing :

^" The granting of which (charter), upon the terms

upon which it has been desired, will tend to promote
objects deserving of legislative patronage ; and will,

at the same time, be advantageous to the finances of

the Commonwealth " which was not agreed to.

A motion was made by Mr. Pennell and Mr. Ro-
berts, to amend the same, by striking out the following

;

" to advance the interests of agriculture, manufactures,

and the mechanical arts ; to produce benefits to trade,

and industry in general ; and to suppress usury," and
insert in place thereof, these words, ** of the stock=

holders ;" w^hich was not agreed to.

A motion was made by Mr. Roberts and Mr.
M'Arthur, to amend the preamble, by striking out the

words, "upon reasonable terms," (referring to the

loaning of money by the said bank) ; which was not

agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The title of the bill being under consideration :

A motion was made by Mr. Pennell and Mr. Ro-
berts, to amend the same, by striking out the words,
"' the Farmers' and Mechanics," so as to read, '^ An act

to incorporate a bank;" which was not agreed tOo

The tide of the said bill was adopted.'

Ordered, That, it be prepared for the thir-d readingo

Adjourned till 9 o'clock, Monday morning.
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Mr. Miller, from the committee appointed for that

purpose, made report, That the committee, in conjunc-

tion with the committee of the House of Representa-

tives, have this day presented to the Governor, for his

approbation, the bills entitled as follow, to xvit :

1. " An act to enable the Governor to incorporate

a company, for making an artificial road from the

city of Philadelphia, by Chad's ford, on Brandywine, to

the line of the state, in a direction towards Balti-

more-"
2. " An act authorizing the Governor to contract

with John Bioren to print the laws of this Common-
wealth."

3. *' An act incorporating the Roman Catholic

congregation of Christ church, in the borough of

West-Chester, in the county of Cliester, and for other

purposes therein mentioned-"

Mr. Dorsey presented the petition of the sub-

scribers thereto, inhabitants of the city and neighbor-

hood of Philadelphia, victuallers ; stating, That they

labor under considerable difficulties in consequence

of the present arrangement of the shambles, in the high

street market; they therefore pray relief And the same
was twice read, and referred to Mr. Dorsey, Mr. Som-
mer, and Mr. Heston, to consider and report thereon.

The bill entitled, " An act to enable the Governor to

incorporate a company, for making an artificial road

from the south-east side of the Perkiomen bridge, in

Montgomery county, to the borough of Reading, in the

countv of Berks," was read the third time.

Whereupon,
A motion was made by Mr. Roberts and Mr.

Pennell, to postpone the further consideration there-

of, and recommend it to the attention of Senate at their

next session ; which was agreed to=

The bill entitled, " An act for discharging the sure-

ties of Jonathan Penrose, deceased, late sheriff of the

city and county of Philadelphia, from the payment of a

sum of money therein mentioned," was read the third

time.

WhereupoUj
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The question, ''Shall this billpass P"* being put, was
determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Repre-

sentatives, with information that Senate have passed the

Said bill without amendment.

The bill entitled, "An act granting an anauity for

the use of Jolm Malone}^," was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, '' Shall this billpass f"* being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be presented to the House of Repre-

seiitatives for concurrence.

The bill entitled, "An act granting a tract of dona-

tion land to Edward Beeby," was read the third

time-

Whereupon,
The question, '^ Shall this bill pass P" being put,

was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be presented to the House of Re-

presentatives for concurrence.

The bill entitled, '^An act to incorporate the Farmers^

and Mechanics^ bank,'''' was read the third time.

Whereupon, after debate,

The Yeas and Nays on the question, " Shall this bill

pass?''^ were required by Mr. Mitchell and Mr. Ro-
berts ; and,

On the question being put, the Members voted as

follow, to wit:

YEAS. YEAS.
1. Mr. Brady, 8. Mr. Hiester,

2. Mr. Campbell, 9. Mr. Lattimore,

3. Mr. Dorsey, 10. Mr. Miller,

4. Mr. Gress, 11. Mr. Rahm,
5. Mr. Harris, 12. Mr. Slaymaker,

G. Mr. Hart, 13. Mr. Sommer,
7. Mr. Heston, 14. Mr. Wayne,

NAYS. NAYS.
1. Mr. Blocher, 7. Mr. Pennell,

2. Mr. Laird, 8. Mr. Rankin,
. 3 Mr„ Martin, 9. Mr. Roberts,

. 4. Mr. Mayer, 10. Mr. Vance.

5. Mr. M'Arthur, '

11. Mr. Lane, Speaker^

6. Mr. Mitchell,
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Fourteen Yeas and eleven Nays; by which it ap-

peared, that the question was determined in the affir-

mative.

Ordered, That the said bill be presented to tlie

House of Representatives for concurrence.

The Deputy- Secretary of the Commonwealth pre-

sented a message from the Governor ; which was read,

as follows, to wit:

'"''To the Senate and House of Representatives of the

Commomvealth of Pennsylvania,

*'Gentlemen,
*' I HAVE this day approved and signed

the following Acts ofthe General Assembly, and directed

the Secretary to return them to the Houses in which they

respectively origmated.

1; " An act to enable certain persons therein named,
to sell and convey a messuage and lot of ground devised
by the late John Keble to the corporation of St. Puoi's

church, in the city of Philadelphia, for the use of aged
widows, communicants of said church."

2. " An act to enable the administrators of Peter
Ankeny, late of the county of Somerset, deceased, to

convey certain lots of ground in the borough of Somer-
set, to the purchasers thereof."

3. "An act to authorize certain persons therein

named to raise by way of lottery, a suni of money to

enable them to finish a church in the town of Columbia,
and to pay the debts contracted in building the same."

4- " An act for the improvement of the state."

5. " An act to fix the number of Senators, form the
State into districts, and determine the portion to be
allotted to each ; also to fix the number of Representa-
tives for the city and the several counties of the Com-
monwealth, in pursuance of the provisions of the con-
stitution."

6. " An act to authorize Jacob Rudizell and
George Kerl, administrators of the estate of George
Kerl, deceased, or the survivor of them, to convev a

part of a tract of land therein described to William
Young."

7. "An act granting an annuity to Thomas Snow-
den."
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8. "An act to afibrd immediate relief to James
Waters, a soldier during the revolutionary war, and to

grant him an annuity."

9. " An act to alter the time of holding the fairs in

the borough of Carlisle, in the county of Cumberland."
10. "An act declaring Big Mahoning creek, in

Armstrong and Indiana counties, a public highway."
11. '* Anact to raise by way of lottery, a sum of

money for the purpose of erecting a school-house in

Mayerstown, in the county of Dauphin."
" THOMAS M'KEAN.

''Lancaster, March 21, 1808."

The bill entitled, "An act to exonerate the real

eltate of Adam Nees, deceased, from a lien which the

Commonwealth is supposed to have on the same," was
read the second time as reported by committee of the

whole, considered by section, and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

Moved by Mr. Vance and Mr. Mitchell,

Whereas, great expence has been incurred by the

printing of bills which have not been acted upon; or,

if acted on, have not been decided: And whereas, the

preserving of such bills for the use of the succeeding

Legislature, will be a considerable saving to the state.

. Therefore,

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Represen-

tatives, &c. 1 hat the Clerks of the two Houses are

hereby directed to select and preserve, all printed bills

which have not been acted on, or which have not been

decided on, in tl.e present session ; and it shall be the

duty of the said Clerks at the end of each and every

session hereafter, to select and to preserve all such bills.

Ordered to lie upon the table.

The bill entitled, " An act to vest in and confirm

to the elders and wardens of the joint congregations

of Lutheran and German reformed church of Zion, in

Windsor township, in the county of Berks, the title

to the tract of land therein mentioned," was read the

second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved Itself into committee of the

U'holc, (Mr. Rankin in the chair) for the further con-

sideration thereof. And,
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After some time,

The committee rose, and reported the said bill with-

out amendment.
The bill entitled, "An act granting a sum of money

to Elizabeth Buch, otherwise Pugh, for services ren-

dered by her late husband in the revolutionary war,"
was read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved, itself into committee of the

whole
j (Mr. Blocher in the chair) for the further con-

sideration thereof. And,
After some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill with°

out amendment.
The bill entitled, ^*An act directing the distributing

ofthe Digest of the Laws of this Commonwealth, in the

German language,'''* was read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr, Martin in the chair) for the further con-

sideration thereof. And,
After some time.

The committee rose, reported progress, and had
leave to sit again, to-morrow.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives pre-

sented for concurrence.

The bill entitled, ^'Jn act to amend the act entitled,

"^^An act to raise and collect county rates and levies, and
for other purposes.''^ And,

He returned the bill entitled, "./^ supplement to an
act entitled, '''A supplement to an act entitled, ''An act

for the more speedy and effectual collection of certain

debts due the Commonwealth.''''

And informed, That the House of Representatives

have passed the said bill with amendments, in which the

concurrence of Senate is requested.

The amendments to said bill were read, as follow,

to xvit:

Sections I. strike out all that follows the word "re-

spectively,''' in line 17, to the end of the section.

Strike out section H.
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Make section III. read section II. and make ^'-five^'^

in line 3, read '* ten.^'^

Add a new section, to be numbered section III. as

follows

;

Section III. And be it further enacted by the autho-

rity n foresaid, That the Treasiirer of this Common-
wealth, as often as the bonds taken by the aforesaid

commissioners, or au}^ instalments thereof shall become
due, shall be, and he is hereby authorized to cause

suits to be instituted for the recovery of such bonds
or the instalments thereof; and the necessary expence
of prosecuting said suits shall be paid out of the Trea-
sury of this Commonwealth. And in such suits, a

copy of the bond or bonds certified, by the Treasurer
of this Commonwealth, shall be competent evidence to

maintain the action, as if the bond itself had been
produced.

Strike from line 3, of the preamble, the words
*' said supplemental acty'' and insert in lien therof the

M^ords, " Act entitled^ A suppplement to the act entitled,

" An actfor the more speedy and effectual collectio?i of
certain debts due to the Common-wealth,''''

The bill presented for concurrence, was read the first

time.

The bill entitled, " An act to amend certain parts Of

an act entitled, *' An act supplementary to the several

acts of this Commonwealth concerning partitions,

and for other purposes therein mentioned," was read the

second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Laird in the chair) for the further consi-

deration thereof. . And,
Alter some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill without
amendment.
The bill entitled, '' An act to authorize the commis-

sioners of the county of Northampton, to affirm a con-

tract made with Jacob Stroud," was read the second
time, conjiidered by section, and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

The bill entitled, "A supplement to an act entitled,
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" An act for the regulation of the militia of the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania," was read the ' second
time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (ivfr. Pennell in the chair) for the further

consideration thereof. And,
After some time.

The committee rose, reported progress, and had
leave to sit again, this afternoon.

Thereupon, on motion,

The Senate adjourned till 4 o'clock, in the after-

noon.

SAME DAY., ..in the afternoon.

On motion of Mr. Roberts and Mr. Wayne,
The amendments by the House of Representatives

on the bill entitled, " A supplement to an act entitled,

*' A supplement to an act entided, " An act for the more
speedy and effectual collection of certain debts due to

the Commonwealth,'' were again read, and considered

separately.

The first amendment, to strike out all that follows

the word '"'• respectively^^'' in line 17, to the end of the

first section, to wit: *' Provided always nevertheless

^

That no settlement or compromise shall affect the rights

of any persons who have settled north and west of

the rivers Ohio and Allegheny, and Conewango creek,

under the law of the third of April, one thousand seven

hundred and ninety-two, unless the commissioners com-
promise with such persons," being under considera-

tion :

The Yeas and Nays on concurring therein, were re-

quired by Mr. Vance and Mr. Hart ; and,

On the question being put, the IVIembers voted as

follow, to wit :

YEAS. YEAS.
1. Mr. Brady, 5. Mr. Heston,

2. Mr. Campbell, 6. Mr. Hiester,

3. Mr. Gress, . 7. Mr. Lattimore,

4. Mr. Harris, 8. Mr. Mayer,



444 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE.



JOURNAL OF THE SENATE. 445

Laid upon the table.

Mr. Rahm presented the petition of the subscribers

thereto, inhabitants of Newman's town and its vicinity,

in the township of Heidleberg, in the county of Dau-
phin, praying for an act authorizing them to raise by
way of lottery, the sum of four hundred dollars to en-

able them to build a school-house, and pay for a lot for

the same. And the said petition was read, and

Laid upon the table.

Mr. Sommer, from the committee to whom was
referred the fifth item of the report on the Gover-
nor's address, respecting the health laws, made re-

port :

That, not having received from the Board of Health,

the necessary detail and arrangement for the formation

6T a supplement to the existing law, they therefore re-

commend the foliowin 2: resolution

:

Resolved, That the said item l^ie, and the same is

hereby recommended to the attention of the next Legis-
lature.

Whereupon, on motion,

The said report was read the second time, con-

sidered, "and the resolution adopted.

The bill entided, "An act to exonerate the real

estate of Adam Nees, deceased, from a lien which the

Commonwealth is supposed to have on the same," was
read the third time,

Whereuponj
The question, *' Shall this billpass V^ being put, Avas

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Repre-
sentatives, with information that Senate have passed the

said bill without amendment.
The bill entitled, *' An act to authorize the com-

missioners of Northampton county, to affirm a contract

made with Jacob Stroud," vvas read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, '•'Shall this billpass P"* bei^ig put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Repre-
sentatives, with information, that Senate have passed

the said bill without amendment.
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The bill entitled, " An act granting a sum of money
to Elizabeth Biich, otherwise Pugh, for the services

rendered by her late husband in the revolutionary war/'

was read the second time as reported by committee of

the whole, yesterday, and considered by section.

The first and only section being under consideration

:

The question on agreeing thereto being put, was
determined in the negative.

And so the bill was lost.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented

for concurrence, the bills entitled as follow, to wit:

1. " An act to establish a public ferry on the north

side of tlie west branch of the Susquehanna river, in

the county of Lycoming, and to vest the right thereof

in Martin Updegraff, his heirs, and assigns*"

2. " An act granting Benjamin Jennings the depre-

ciation of his pay, as a soldier during the late revolu-

tionary war."

3. " An act to vest in, and confirm to the elders and

wardens of the joint congregations of Lutherans and
German reformed church in Bern township, in the

county of Berks, the title to a tract of land therein

mentioned."
4. " An act for the relief of Mary Backhouse."
5. *' An act supplementary to an act passed the

second day of March, one thousand eight hundred and
five, entitled, " An act to organize the provisional

county of Armstrong."
6' "An act to authorize the sale of certain real

estate, late the property of James Costilloe, and lor

other purposes therein mentioned."

7. " An act to afibrd immediate relief to Michael
Drury, a soldier in the revolutionary war, and to grant

him an annuity."

Which were severally read, the first time.

The bill entitled, " An act to amend certain parts of
an act supplementary to the several acts of this Com-
monwealth, concerning partitions, and for other pur-

poses therem mentioned," was read the second time as

reported by committee of the whole, considered by
section, awd cip;reef] to-

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.
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On motion of Mr. Roberts and Mr. Pennell,

The furthei consideration in committee of the whole,

of the bill entitled, *' An act directing the distributing

of the Digest of the Laws of this Commonwealth, in

the German language," was postponed for the present.

The bill entitled, *' An act making appropriations for

the improvement of the state road leading from Phila-

delphia, through West- Chester, to Strasburg," was
read the second time as reported by committee of the

whole, and considered by section.

The first and only section being under consideration

:

A motion was made by Mr. Pennell and Mr. Ro-
berts, to amend the section, by inserting a provision at

the end of the section, "appropriating two thousand

dollars out. of the arrearages of state taxes due from the

county of Delaware, towards the building and repairing

of bridges in said county ;" which was agreed to.

The section as amended, was adopted.

The title being under consideration

;

A motion was made by Mr. Pennell and Mr. Hait,

to amend the same by adding thereto these words, "and
also for building and rapairing bridges in Delaware
county;" which was agreed to; and the title, as

amended, adopted.

Ordered, That said bill be prepared for tlie third

reading-.

On motion,

The Senate resumed, in committee of the whole,
(Mr. Pennell in the chair) the consideration of the bill

entided, " A supplement to the act for the regulation of
the militia of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania,"
And,

After some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill w^itli one
amendment ; which was read as reported.

Mr. Roberts asked, and obtained leave of absence
for Mr. Wayne, for the remainder of the session.

On motion,

The following named committees v^^ere severally dis-

charged from the further consideration of the business
referred to them, to ivit

:
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The committee on the first item of the report on the

Governor's address, relative to the miHtia system.

On the third item of same report, to wit, the

the late opposition given to the marshall of the cir=

cuit court of the United States, in Beaver county.

On the bill entided, "An act for the growing of

wool."

On the petition of the tinplate workers of Phila-

delphia.

On the bill entitled, "An act to amend the act in-

corporating the borough of Lancaster."

On the Governor's message and letter of Clement
Biddle, relative to some public arms.

The bill entitled, " An act declaring Little Juniata

river, in the county of Huntingdon, a public highway,"

was read the second time, considered by section,

and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third read-

ing*

The bill entitled, " A supplement to an act entided,
'* An act securing to mechanics and others, payment
for their labor and materials, in erecting any house or

other building within the city and county of Phila-

delphia," w^s read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Vance in the chair) for the further con-

sideration thereof. And,
After some time.

The committee rose, and reported the bill with
one amendment ; which was read as reported.

The bill entitled, " An act for the relief of Frederick

Rumel," was read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Rankin in the chair) for the further con-
sideration thereof. And> ~~~^

After some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill with the
first section negatived.

Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Pcaneli and Mr. Roberts,
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The report of the committee of the whole was con-
sidered and adopted.

And so the bill was lost.

On motion of Mr. Pennell and Mr. Heston,
Adjourned till 3 o'clock, in the afternoon.

SAME DAY.,..in the afternoon.

The bill entitled, " An act supplementary to an act

entitled, "An act to erect the town of Cannonsburg^
in the county of Washington into a borough," was
read the second time, considered by section, and
agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

The bill entitled, " A further supplement to an act

entitled, " An act authorizing the Governor to incorpo-

rate a company for making an artificial road from the

bank of the river Susquehanna, opposite to the borough
of Harrisburg, to Pittsburg," was read the second
time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Pennell in the chair) for the further con-

sideration thereof. And,
After some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill with the

first section negatived.

On motion of xHr. Vance and Mr. Mitchell,

The report of the committee of the whole was consi-^

dered and adopted.

And so the bill was lost.

The resolution relative to the distribution of the one
hundred and fifty printed copies of the Indexes to the

Journals of the Senate, was again read, considered and
adopted.

The bill entitled, " An act authorizing the Surveyor*.

General to cause a re-survey to be made of certain lots

of donation land," was read the second time.

Whereupon, '

The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mn Martin in the chair) for the further consi-

deration thereof. And,
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After some time,

The committee rosej and reported the bill without

amendment.
On motion of Mr. Hiester and Mr. Rahm,

The report of the committee of the whole, (negativ-

ing the first section) on the bill entitled, " An act

authorizing the sale of real estate, late the property of

Adam Imbody, of Berks county, deceased," read on

the twenty-third of last month, was again read, consi-

dered and adopted.

And so the bill was lost.

The bill entided, " An act to authorize the Governor

to subscribe on behalf of this Commonwealth for shares

of stock in certain turnpike companies," was read the

second time.

Whereupon,
A motion was made by Mr. Laird and Mr. Martin,

to postpone the further consideration of the bill, gene-

rally ; which was agreed to.

On motion of Mr. Vance and Mr. Miller,

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill en-

titled, " An act to dissolve the marriage contract be-

tween Alexander Kerr and Rutli his wife."

The consideration of section II. recurring, was

agreed to.

The title being agreed to

:

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

On motion of Mr. Pennell and Mr. Roberts,

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill en-

titled, " An act for the establishment of schools through-

out this Commonwealth."
Section I. being again under consideration :

The Yeas and Nays on agreeing thereto, were re-

quired by Mr- Hiester and Mr. Pennell; and,

asOn the question being pi
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YEAS.
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The Yeas and Nays on the motion to postpone, were

required by Mr. Roberts and Mr. Vance ; and,

On the question being put, the Members voted as

follow, to wit

YEAS.
7. Mv. Mayer,
8. Mr. Rahm,
9. Mr. Roberts,

10. Mr. Slaymaker,

11. Mr. Sommer,
12. Mr. Lane, Speaker.

NAYS.
6. Mr. M'Artliur,

7. Mr. Mitchell,

8. Mr. Pennell,
9- Mr. Rankin,

10. Mr. Vance,
Twelve Yeas and ten Nays ; by which it appeared,

that the question was determined in the affirmative.

The resolution relative to the selection and preserva-

tion of the bill of the two Houses, read yesterday, was
again read. And,

After debate.

The Yeas and Nays on adopting the same, were
required by Mr. Vance and Mr. Roberts; and,
On the question being put,

follow, to wit:

YEAS.
1. Mr. Blocher,

2. Mr. Gress,

3. Mr. Harris,

4. Mr. Hart,

5. Mr. Hiester,

6. Air. Lattimorc,

NAYS. •

1. Mr. Brady,

2. Mr. Dorsey,
3. Mr. Heston,

4. Mr. Laird,

5. Mr. Martin,

the Members voted as

YEAS.
1. Mr. Brady,
2. Mr. Harris,

3. Mr. Laird,

4. Mr. Martin,

5. Mr. Maver,
NAYS.

1. Mr. Blocher,

Dorsey,

Gross,

Hart,

Heston,

2. Mr.

3. Mr
4. Mr.
5. Mr
6. Mr. Hiester,

Ten Yeas and Twelve Xa}-s ; by which' it

YETS.
6. Mr. M'Arthur,
7. Mr. Pennell,

8. Mr. Rankin,

9. Mr. Roberts,

10. Mr. Vance.
NAYS.

7. Mr. Lattimore,

8. Mr. Miller,

9. Mr. Rahm,
10. Mr. Slaymaker,

11. Mr. Sommer,
12. Mr. L^UQ, Speaker.

ap.
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peared, that the question was determined in the nega-

tive.

Adjourned until nine o'clock, to-morrow morning.

The bill entitled, *' An act declaring Little Juniata

river, in the county of Huntingdon, a public highway,"
was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, ^^ Shall this bill pass?'' being put,

was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Repre-

sentatives, with information^ that Senate have passed

the said bill without amendment.
The bill entitled, ** An act supplementary to an

act entitled, " An act to erect the town of Cannons-
burg in the county of Washington, into a borough,"

was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question

J

*' Shall this billpass?"" being put, was
determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of

Representatives, with information, that Senate have
passed the said bill without amendment.
The bill entitled, " An act to amend certain parts of

an act entitled, ** An act supplementary to the several

acts of this Commonwealth concerning partitions,

and for other purposes therein mentioned," was read the

third time.

Whereupon,
The question, ''Shall this billpass ?^' being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of
Representatives, with information, that Senate have
passed the said bill without amendment.
The bill entitled, " An act making appropriation for

the improvement of the state road leading from Phila-

delphia, through W^est-Chester, to Strasburg," was
read the third time.

Whereupon,
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The question, " Shall this bill passV^ being put,

\vas determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of

Representatives, with information, that Senate have

passed the said bill with amendments, in which the

concurrence of that House is requested.

(For the amendments, see Journal of yesterday.)

The bill entitled, *' An act to dissolve the mar-

riage contract between Alexander Kerr, and Ruth

his wife/' was read third time.

Whereupon,
The question, " Shall this bill pass ?'" being put,

was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of

Represesrtatives, with information, that Senate have

passed the said bill ivithout amendment.
^ iTie bill entitled, '' A supplement to the act for the

regulation of the militia of the Commonwealth of

Penns} Ivania,'' w^as read the second time, as reported

by committee of the whole, yesterday, and considered

by secticD.

Section I. being under consideration :

A motion was m?x(\e by Mr, Vance and Mr. Mar-
tin, to amend the section, by adding thereto the foL

lowina^. to wit :

" Pro'sided nevertheless, That the field officers of

the i41st regiment, commanded by colonel Wilkins,

or a nnjority of them, shall have power to direct

training in regiment, instead of battalion ;"

which was agreed to, and the section as amended,
adopted.

The remaining sections, with the title, having been
agreed to :

Ordered, That the said bill be prepared for the

third reading.

Moved by Mr. R(^berts and Mr. Hart,

Resolved, Tliat the Clerk be and he is hereby di-

rected, to procure for the use of Senate, two copies

of Lloyd's report of the trial of Smith and Ogden,
ii>r ;i n>r;demeanor, in fittins' out at New-York the

e:s:ped!tio]} of Miranda against the Carracas.
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Two copies, ditto, of the trial of Thomas O. Sel-

fridge, for killing —— Austin, on the public exchange,
at Boston.

Two copies, ditto, of the trial of the journeymen
Shoemakers at Philadelphia, for a conspiracy in rais-

in^g their wages.
Two copies, ditto, of the trial ofsundry officers, et aim,

of the Bank of Pennsylvania, for a malicious prosecution
of Patrick Lyon, on the subject of the robbery of
the Bank.

Ordered to lie upon the table.

The Clerk ofthe House of Representatives presented
for signature, the bills entitled as follow, to wit :

1. " An act granting an annuit}^ to Christiaii Shoe-
key."

2. " An act for discharging the sureties of Jonathan
Penrose, deceased, late sheriff- of the city and county.

of Philadelphia, from the payment of a sum of money
therein mentioned."

3. " An act to provide for the erection of a house
for the employment and support of the poor, in the

county of Cumberland. '

'

4. " An act to exonerate the real estate of Adam
Nees, deceased, from a lien which the Commonwealth
is supposed to have on the same/*

5. " An act to authorize the commissioners of the

county of Northampton,^ to affirm a contract made
with John Stroud."

6. " A supplement to an act entitled, *' A supple-

ment to an act entitled, *' An act for the more speedy
and effectual collection of certain debts due to tlie

Commonvv^ealth.

"

And he presented for concurrence, the bills entitled

as follow, to -ivit :

1. " A further supplement to the act ei;titled, " An
act to alter the judiciary system of this Common-
wealth."

2- " An act prohibiting the association of individuals
for the purpose of banking."

3. " An act for the advancement of justice, and
to simplify die forms of proceeding in suits at law."

4. " An act making appropi'iaticn for t]*c improve-
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ment of sundry state roads in this Commonwealth, and
for other purposes."

Which were severally read the first time.

The Speaker signed the bills presented for signature.

The bill entitled, " A supplement to an act entitled,

*' An act securing to mechanics and others, payment
for their labor and materials, in erecting any house or

other building within the city and county of Phila-

delphia," was read the second time, as reported by
committee of the whole, considered by section, and
agreed to.

Ordered, Thai it be prepared for the third read-

ing'

The bill entitled, " An act authorizing the Surveyor-

General, to cause a re-survey to be made of certain lots

of donation land," w\is read the second time, and con-

sidered by section.

Tile first and only section being under consideration :

On motion of Mr. M'Arthur and Mr. Roberts,

Agreed, that the section be amended, so as to read as

fciiov»/s, to xvit

:

" That the Surveyor-General be and he is hereby au-
thorized, to cause the Deputy- Surveyor of the county
of Venango, to ascertain by actual measurement, the
quantity of land which lies in said county between the
district line on the north verge of the fifth donation dis-

trict, and the first full range of donation tracts on the

south verge of the sixth donation district, which does
not interfere v/ith lands in the fifth donation district

;

and make return thereof into the Surveyor-General's of-

fice, before the meeting of the next Legislature, w*ith

tlie courses and distances in the usual manner of exe-
cuting surveys : and also to require the Deputy- Surveyor
of the county of Crawford, to ascertain the quantity of
land which lies between the district line on the north
verge of the sixth donation district, and the first full

range of donation tracts on the south side of the seventh

donation district, which does not interfere with lands in

the sixth donation district ; and make return thereof

into the Surveyor-General's office, before the meeting of

the next Legislature. And should there be any frac-

tional part of a tract or tracts of donation land on the
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south verge of the sixth donation district, between the

iirst full range of donation tracts therein, and the dis-

trict line of the fifth donation district ; that the De-
puty-Surveyor of Crawford county be also directed

to ascertain the quantity thereof, and make return as

aforesaid, with the courses and distances in the usual

manner : for which service the respective deputies shall

be entitled to receive the sum of six dollars, for evt^ry

four hundred acres of land contained in such return,

and the same proportion for a fractional quantity."

The preamble, having been verbally amended, was
agreed to.

The title was agreed to.

Ordered, That the said bill be prepared for the third

reading.

The bill entitled, *' A supplement to an act entitled,

" An act to enable the Governor of this Commonwealth^
to incorporate a company, to make an artificial road

from the Susquehanna river, at or near Wright's ferry,

to the borough of York,'' was read the second time^

and considered by section.

Section I. being under consideration :

A motion was made by Mr» Miller and Mn Brady^

to amend the section, by inserting the following in

line 14, to wit :

*' And the company are hereby authorized to extend

the said road, opposite to the buildings on the cast

end of High-street, in the borough aforesaid."

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

The bill entitled, " An act confirming the title of

James Robison to certain lands therein mentioned,"

was read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Brady in the chair) for the further con-

sideration thereof. And,
After some time.

The committee rose, and reported the bill with-

out amendment.
The bill entitled, *' An act to empower John Wilt

and George Shettle, executors of Paul Wilt, deceased,

to purchase a tract of land, in trust for Philip Vv\"ldy,
' 58
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Maria his wife, and her heirs," was read the second
time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whple, (Mr. Hart in the chair) for the further con-

sideration thereof. And,
After some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill without

amendment.
On motion of Mr. Miller and Mr. Sommer,

The said bill was considered by section, and agreed

to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

The bill entitled, " An act authorizing the adminis-

trators of the estate of Jonas Heverstrite, to convey a

lot of land in Abington township, Montgomery county,"

was read the second time, considered by section, and
agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the'third reading.

The bill entitled, " A supplement to the act entitled,

"An act for the sale of goods distrained for rent, and to

secure such goods to the person distraining the same,

for the better securlt}' of rents, and for other pur-

poses therein mentioned," was read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

wliole, (Mr. Pennell, in the chair) for the further con-

sideration of the same. And,
After some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill with-

out amendment.
The bill entitled, " An act declaring ^the marriage of

Samuel Hamm and Mary Hamm (late Mary Beer-
brower) to be fraudulent, null, and v;jid," was read the

second time, considered by section, and agreed to.

Ordered,' That it be prepared for the third reading.

I'lie bill rntided, *' x\.n act appropriating the state-

house in die city of Philadelphia, to the use of Con-
gress, if, witliin a limited period, the seat of the national

government shall be removed to the said city of Phila-

delphia," was read the second time, considered by sec-

tion, and agreed to.
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Ordered, That it be prepared for the' third reading.

The bill entitled, " An act to erect the town of Kutz-

town, in the county of Berks, into a borough, was

read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

Avhole, (Mr. Vance in the chair) for the further

consideration thereof. And,
After some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill with

amendments ; which were read as reported.
• On motion of Mr. Hiester and Mr. Rahm,

The said bill was considered by section, and agreed

to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading,

Mr. Miller, from the committee appointed for that

purpose, made report, That the committee, in conjunc-

tion with the committee of the House of Represeiita-

tives, this day presented to the Governor for his ap-

probation, the bills, entitled as follow, to xvit :

1. "An act to exonerate the real estate of Ad^^ui

Nees, deceased, from a lien which the Commonwealui
is supposed to have on the same."

2. " An act to authorize the commissioners of the

county of Northampton, to affirma contract made with

Jacob Stroud."

3. "An act to provide for the erection of a house
for the employment and support of the poor, in the

county of Cumberland."
4. " An act granting an annuity to Christian Shoe-

key."

5. " A supplement to an act entitled, " A supple-

ment to an act entitled, " An act for the more speedy

and. effectual collection of certain debts due to the

Commonwealth.

"

6. "An act for discharging the sureties of Jonathan

Penrose, deceased, late sheriff of the city and county

of Philadelphia, from the payment of a sum of money
therein mentioned."

Adjourned until nine o'clock, to-morrow morning.



460 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE.

3'iarddayy tyftarc^ ^4, i808.

Mr. Pennell, from the committee to whom was rc-

ffrred on the twelfth instant, the petition of the sub-

scribers thereto, brigade-insjDectors of the first and
second brigades of the first division of Pennsylvania

militia, made the following report, to rvit :

That they have had the subject referred to them, un-

der consideration ; and, having carefully examined the

same, beg leave to offer the following resolution :

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioners ought
not to be granted. And,

On motion,

The said report was read the second time, and the

resolution adopted.

The bill entitled, " An act authorizing the adminis-

trators to the estate of Jonas Heverstrite, to convey a

lot of land in Abington township, Montgomery county,"
was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, '' Shall this billpass P^ being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of

-Representatives, with information, that Senate have
passed the said bill without amendment.
The bill entitled, " A supplement to an act entitled,

*' An act securing to mechanics and others, payment
for their labor and materials, in erecting any house or

other building within the city and county of Phila-

delphia," was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, ^^ Shall this bill pass?^^ being put,

was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Repre-

seiitativcs, with information, that Senate have passed

the said bill with one amendment, (extending the pro-

vi-,ions of the act to the borough of Lancaster) in which
the concurrence of that House is requested.

The bill entitled, "A supplement to the act for the

n o-uJation of tlie militia of the Coramon wealth of

PeiMis'- Ivania," was rtad the thiid time.

Whereupon,
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The question, " Shall this hill passV being put,

was determined ia the affirmative.

Ordered, Tliat it !)e returned to the House of

Representatives, Vvith information, that Senate have

passed the said bill with amendments; in which the

concurrence of that House is requested.

Which amendments are : At the end of the first sec-

tion, to insert a provision, that the field-oflicers of the

141st ret^iment, or a majority of them, may have power
to direct training by regiment, instead of battalions ;

with a few verbal amendments.

The bill entitled " An act to empower John Wilt

and George Shettle, executors of Paul Wilt, deceased,

to purchase a tract of land, in trust for Philip Weld)-,

Maria his wife, and her heirs," was read the third

time.

Whereupon,
The question, " Shall this bill pass P^'' being put,

was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of

Representatives, with information, that Senate have
passed the said bill without amendment.
The bill entitled, " An act authorizing the Surveyor-

General to cause a re-survey to be made of certain lots

of donation land," was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, *' Shall this billpass P^^ being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be presented to the House of
Representatives for concurrence.

The bill entitled " A supplement to an act entitled,
** An act to enable the Governor of this Commonwealth,
to incorporate a company to make an artificial road
from the Susquehanna river, at or near Wright's ferry,

to the borough of York," was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, " Shall this bill pass ?" being put,

v/as determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the K-,)rise of Repre-
sentatives, with information, that Senate liave passed
the said bill with one aKnendment ; iji u-hi^ h t:ie concur-
rence of that House is requested.
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Which amendmeiit is :
" That the company be au-

tboiized to extend the road opposite the buildings on

the east end ot High-sireet, in said borough."

The bill entitled, '' An act declaring the marriage of

Simiiiel Hamm and Marx- Hamni (late Mary Beer-

brower) to be fraudulent, null, and void," was read the

Third time.

Whereupon,
The question, " Shall this billpass ?" being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of

Representatives, with information, that Senate have
passed the said bill n'^ithout amendment.
The bill entided ** An act appropriating the state-

house in the city of Philadelphia, to the use of Congress,

if u-ithin a limited period the seat of the national go-

vernment should be removed to said city of Philadel-

phia," was read the third time.

VvHiereupon,

The question, " Shall this bill pass?'''' being put,

vvas determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Repre-

?;entatives, with information, that Senate have passed

the said bill without amendment.
The bill entided, *' An att to incorporate the town of

Kutztown, in the courity of Berks, into a borough,"
was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, " Shall this b'lllpass .^" being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be presented to the House of Re-
presentatives for concurrence.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives pre-

sented for concurrence, three bills, entitled respectively

as follov/, to wit:
1. " An act further to extend the time for patenting

lands, and for other purposes."

2. " An act to revive the act entitled, "An act pro-

viding that the person of a debtor shall not be liable to

iriiprisonnient for debt, after delivering up his estate for

tlie benefit of his creditors, unless he hath been guilty of

fraud ov embezzlement.
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3« " An act making appropriations to defray certaia

expences of government"
And for signature, four bills, entitled as follow :

1. ''An act to dissolve the marriage contract between

Alexander Kerr and Ruth his wife."

2. " An act supplementary to an act entitled, " An
act to erect the town of Cannonsburg, in the county of

Washington, into a borough."

3. "An act declaring Little Juniata river, in the

county of Huntingdon, a public highway.''

4. " An act to amend certain parts of an act entitled,

*' An act supplementary to the several acts of this Com-
monwealth, concerning partitions, and for other pur-

poses therein mentioned."

And he informed, That the House of Representatives

have concurred in the amendments by Senate to the

bill entitled, " An act making appropriations for the

improvement of the state road, leading from Philadel-

phia through West- Chester, to Strasburg,"

The bills presented for"concurrence, were scvenilly

read the first time.

The Speaker signed the bills presented for signa-

ture.

The bill entitled " An act confirming to James Ro-

bison the title to certain lots therein mentioned," was

read the second time as reported by committee of the

whole, considered by section, and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

The bill entitled, " A supplement to the act entitled,

*• An act for the sale of goods distrained for rent, and

to secure such goods to the persons distrainmg, for the

better security of rents, and for other purposes therein

mentioned," was read the second time, as reported by

committee of the whole, consideredl by section, and

agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading-

The bill entitled, '^ An act supplementar)' to an act

entitled, " x\n act to organize the provisional county of

Venango," was read the second time, considered by
section, and agreed to.

The preamble, after being verbally amended, was
adopted.
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The title was agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

On motion of Mr. Pcnnell and Mr. Roberts,

The ibllo'v\ ing reboiution was twice read, considered,

and adopted, to ivit :

Resolved, Tliat the Senate will receive from the

House 01 Representatives, all bills presented for con-

currence, until twelve o'clock on Friday the twenty-

fifth instant, and no longer, during the present session ;

and tliat the Clerk inform that House accordingly.

The reKOiUlion for procuring the reports of cer-

tain trials;, by Thomas Lloyd, read yesterday, was
again read, considered, and adopted.

Oil motion of i\h. Vance and Mr, Roberts,

The following resolution was twice read, considered,

and adopted, to wit :

Resolved, That the Clerk cause an abstract of the

report of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, respect-

ing the contracts for improving roads and rivers, to be

entered at the end of tJie Journal, as an Appendix.
On motion of Mr. Roberts and Mr. Hart, and by

special order,

The bill entitled, "An act making appropriations to

defray certain expences of government," was read the

second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

xvhole, (Mr. Dorsey in the chair) for the further consi-

deration thereof And,
After some time,

The conmiittee rose, and reported the bill without

amendment.
On motion of Mr. Roberts and Mr. Gress,

The said bill was considered by section.

Sections I. and IL were severally agreed to.

Mo^ ed by Mr. ^^a^ce and Mr. Roberts, that the fol-

lowing be inserted, an.d called,

" Section 111. And be it further enacted by the

aulhorit}^ aforesaid, 'i'hat immediately after the passing

of this act, all powers vested by any law of this Com-
monwealth, in the commissioners appointed under an

act entitkd, ' An act offering compensation to Penn-
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sylvania claimants of certain lands within the Seventeen

Townships in the county of Luzerne, and for other

purposes therein mentioned,' passed the fourth day of

April, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-riine,

and the several supplements thereto, shall be, and here-

by is suspended; and ail proceedings had under the

supplement of the ninth of April last, shall be stayed,

and remain as they shall then be. And said commis-
sioners shall deposit all records, books, and papers

that may have come into their hands, relating to said

commission ; or that have been made out by their di-

rection, in the office of the Secretary of the Land-Office,

on er before the fifteenth day of May next ; and return

all drafts of surveys in their hands, made by their di-

rection or otherwise,' to the office of the Surveyor-

General, on or before the fifteenth of May aforesaid.

And it shall be, and hereby is made the duty of the

Secretary of the Land-Office and the Surveyor-General,

to make a report during the first week of the next ses-

sion of the Legislature, of the situation of the business

of said commission ; shewing \yhat has been done,

what remains to be done, and what will be the probable

expence to the state."

The question on agreeing thereto being put, was
determined in the affirmative.

The title having been agreed to :

Ordered, That said bill be prepared for the third

reading.

On motion of Mr. Laird and Mr. Mitchell,

The Senate resumed, in committee of the v/hole,

( Mr. Martin in the chair ) the consideration of

the bill entitled, " An act directing the distributing of
the Digest of the Laws of this Commonwealth^ in the

German language^'' And,
After some time.

The committee rose, and reported the bill with one
amendment ; which was read as reported.

On motion of Mr. Laird and Mr. Roberts,

The said bill was considered by section.

Section L being under consideration :

A motion was made by Mr. Hart and Mr. Sommer,
to restore the words stricken out in committee of the

59
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whole (allowing the Members of the Legislature each

one copy of said Digest.

)

On whioh motion,

The Yeas and Nays were required by Mr. Vance
and Mr. Hart ; and,

On the question being put, the Members voted as

follow, to wit :

YEAS. YETS.
1. il^r. Blocher, 9. Mw Laird,

2. Mi\ Brady, 10. Mr. Lattimore,

3. Mr. Dorsey, 11. Mr, Miller,

4. Mv. Gress, 12. Mr. Mitchell,
• 5. Mr. Harris, 13. Mr. Rahm,

6. il/r. Hart, 14. Jfr. Slaymaker,

7. Mr. Heston, 15. Mr. Sommer.
8. Mr. Hiester,

NAYS. NAYS,
1. Mr. Martin, 4. Mr. Vance.

2. Jfr. Pennell, 5. Mw'L^.n^iSpeaker.

3. iffr. Roberts,

Fifteen Yeas and Five Nays; by which it ap-

peared^ that the question was determined in the affir-

mative.

The remaining section, with the title, being agreed

to:

Ordered, That said bill be prepared for the third

reading.

Oii motion of Mr. M'Arthur and Mr. Martin, (v/ho

voted witli the majority)

The Senate reconsidered the question on the first

section of the bill entitled, " An act granting a sum of

money to Elizabeth Buch, otherwise Pugh, for services

rendered by her late husband during the revolutionary

war.*'

And the said first and only section being again under
consideration

:

The question on agreeing thereto being put, was
determined in the affirmative.

The preamble and title being agreed to :

Ordered, That said bill be prepared for the third

readinJT-

The bill entitled, " An act to vest in and confirm to
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the elders and wardens of the joint congregations of

Lutherans and German reformed church of Zion, in

Windsor township, in the county of Berks, the title

to a tract of land therein mentioned," was read the

second time as reported by- committee of the whole,
on the twenty-first instant, considered by section, and-

agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

The bill entitled, " An act to establish a public ferry

on the north side of the west branch of the Susque-
hanna river, in the county of Lycoming, and to vest

the right thereof in Martin Updegraff, his heirs, and
assigns," was read the second time, considered by
section, and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

The bill entitled, "An act for the relief of John
M'Conahey, was read the second time, and consi-

dered by section.

The first and only section was agreed to.

The preamble was disagreed to.

The title was adopted.

Ordered, That said bill be prepared for tlie third

reading.

The bill entided, " An act for the advancement of
justice, and to simplify the forms of proceedings in

courts of law," was read the second time.

Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Hart and Mr. Roberts, the said

bill was postponed generally.

The bill entitled, " An act to afford immediate relief

to Michael Drury, a soldier in the revolutionary war,
and to grant him an annuity," was read the second
time.

Whereupon,
.The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Harris in the chair) for the further con-
sideration thereof. And,

After some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill without
amendment.
The Clerk ofthe House of Representatives presented

for concuri-ence, the bills entitled as follow, to xvit

:
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1. " An act to continue an act entitled, " An act to

provide for the inspection of ground black oak bark, in-

tended for exportation."

2. " An act granting certain powers to the inhabitants

of the northern part of the township of Moyamensing."
3. " An act for the further estabUshment and regula-

tion of election districts."

4. " A further supplement to the act entitled, " An
act to regulate arbitrations and proceedings in courts of

justice."

And he presented for signature, the bills entitled as

follov/, to wit :

1. " An act making appropriation for the improve-
ment of the state road leading from Philadelphia,

through West-Chestei^ to Strasburg, and also for the

building and repairing of bridges in Delaware county."
2. " An act appropriating the state-house in the city

of Philadelphia, to the use of Congress, if within a li-

mited period the seat of the National Government shall

be removed to the said city of Philadelphia."

3. " An act to empower John Wilt and George
Shcttle, executors of Paul Wilt, deceased, to purchase a

tract of land, in trust for Philip Weldy, Maria his wife,

and her heirs."

4. *^ An act authorizing the administrators to the es-

tate of Jonas Heverstrite, to convey a lot of land in

Abington township, Montgomery county."

5. " An act declaring the marriage of Samuel Hamm
and Mary Hanun, (late Mary BeerbrowcrJ to be frau-

dulent, null, and void."

Whereupon,
The Speaker signed the said bills.

The bills presented for concurrence, were severally

read the first time.

The Deputy- Secretary of the Commonwealth pre-

sented a message from the Governor ; which was read,

as follows, to xvit:

''To the Senate and House of Representatives of the

Commonxvealth of Pennsylvania.
*' Gentlemen",

'*• I HAVE this day approved and signed
the following acts of tlie General Assembly, and directed
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the Secretary, to return them to the House, in which
they respectively originated, i}iz.

1. "An act for discharging the sureties of Jonathan
Penrose, deceased, late sheriff of the city and county
of Philadelphia, from the payment of a sum of money
therein mentioned."

2. " A supplement to an act entitled, " A supple-

ment to an act entitled, " Ait act for the more speedy
and effectual collection of certain debts due to the

Commonwealth. "

3. "An act to provide for the erection of a house
for the employment and support of the poor, in the

county of Cumberland."
4. '* An act to authorize the commissioners of th^

county of Northampton, to afiirrh a contract made with
Jacob Stroud."

5. " An act granting an annuity to Christian Shoe-
key."

^
'

6. " An act incorporating the Roman Catholic con-

gregation of Christ Church, in the borough of West-
Chester, in the county of Chester, and for other pur-

poses therein jnentioned."

7. *' An act to exonerate the real estate of Adam
Nees, deceased, from a lien which the Commonwealth
is supposed to have on the same."

8. '* An act to enable the Governor to incorporate a

company, for making an artificial road from the city of

Philadelphia, by Chad's ford, on Brandywine, to the

line of the state, in a direction towards Baltimore.

"

9. " An act authorizing the Governor to contract

with John Bioren, to print the laws of this Common-
wealth."

" THOMAS M'KEAN.
''Lancaster, March 24, 1808."

The bill entitled, " An act for the relief of Mary
Backhouse," v/as read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Pennell in the chair) for the further con-

sideration thereof. And,
After some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill witli-

out amendment.
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The report of the comniittee to whom was referred

the petitions of the subscribers thereto, residing north

and west of the rivers Ohio, and Allegheny, and Cone-

wango creek, read on the 1 5th instant, was again read,

and the resolution attached thereto adopted, to wit :

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to bring

in a bill for the purpose; of ascertaining and deciding

whether the Commonwealth has a right to, and can ex-

ercise dominion legally over certain lands, north and
west of the rivers Ohio, and Allegheny, and Conewango
creek, by granting the same lands to any actual settlers,

who have not entered into contracts with the original

warrantees, m cases where default has occurred.

Ordered, That the committee who brought- in the

report, be the committee for the purpose expressed in

the said resolution.

On motion of Mr. Pennell and Mr. Roberts,

Agreed, That when Senate adjourn, it adjourn to

meet at half past three o'clock, this afternoon.

The bill entided, " An act to vest in, and confirm to

the elders and v/ardens of the joint congregations of

Lutherans and German reformed church in Bern town-

ship, in the county of Berks, the title to a tract of

land therein mentioned," was read the second time,

considered by section, and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

The bill entitled, " An act supplementary to an act

passed the second day of March, one thousand eight

hundred and five, entided, " An act to organize the

provisional county of Armstrong," was read the second
tin-ie, considered by section, verbally amended, and
a-,^ced to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

The bill entitled, *' An act granting Benjamin Jen-

niiigs the depreciation of his pay, as a soldier during
the late revolutionary war," was read the second
time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

wliole, (Mr. Roberts in the chair) for the further con-

sideration thereof. And,
Aiier some time,
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The committee rose, and reported the bill with the

first section negatived.

On motion of Mr. Roberts and Mr. Pennell,

The report of the committee of the whole, on the

said bill, was considered and adopted.

And so the bill was lost.

The bill entitled, " An act further to extend the time

for patenting lands, and for other purposes," was read

the second time, and referred to Mr. Sommer, Mr.
Roberts, and Mr. Harris, to consider and report

thereon.

The bill entitled, " An act for the further establish-

ment and regulation of election districts," was read tlie

second time, and referred to Mr. Hart, Mr. Miller, and
Mr. Hiester, to consider and report thereon.

Adjourned till half past 3 o'clock, in the afternoon,

SAME DAY...,in the afternoon.

Mr. M'Arthur, from the committee to whom was
referred on the second instant, the petition and repre-

sentation of James White, on leave now given, re-

ported the bill entitled, "A supplement to the act en-

titled, "An act making appropriation for the improve-
ment of certain roads in the western counties, and
authorizing the courts of the respective counties to ap-

point fit persons to view and lay out the same;" which
was read the first time.

Mr. Brady, from the committee to whom was re-

ferred on the seventeenth of last month, the petition of
Archibald M'Guire, made the following report, to xvit:

That the committee have attended to the subject

referred to them, and find that the said M'Guiie was
duly appointed a second lieutenant in the army of the

United States, on the fourth day of March, one thou-

sand seven hundred and seventy-seven ; and that he
served in that capacity until he became supernumerary,
by a derangement which took place in said army : that

he continued in that situation, not being discharged nor
resigning, until the close of the war; all which appears:

by the original appointment being prodacerJ, and also

the deposition of captain John Steele, under 'o/hom Mr,
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M'Guire served, and who is still living. It also fur-

ther appears, from a certificate signed by George Duf-
field, Comptroller-General, that he, the said M'Guire,
has not received any depreciation of pay. It is just

and reasonable that the said M'Guire should be fairly

compensated for his services ; but the committee have

not been able to ascertain the exact time said M'Guire
continued in actual service, which might have some
influence on his equitable claims. The committee

therefore submit the following resolution :

Resolved, That the subject be referred to the atten-

tion of the next Legislature.

Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Brady and Mr. Mitchell,

The said report was again read, considered, and the

resolution thereto attached, adopted.

I\h\ Vance, from the committee of accounts, made
further report, in part ; and the same was read, as fol-

lows, to xvit :

That they have examined the estimates produced by
the several printers of the Senate, and are of opinion,

that the sum of eleven hundred dollars should be placed

in the hands of the Clerk, to enable him to pay the

balances of the accounts of the several printers, when
the printing work shall have been completed and exa-

mined, in conformity with the resolution of Senate, of

the ninth of December last. The committee therefore

offer the foilovring resolution :

Resolved, That the Speaker draw his warrant on the

State- Treasurer, in favor of George Bryan, Clerk of

the Senate, for the sum of eleven hundred dollars, to

enable him to settle with the several printers of the

Senate, he to account for the same.

Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Vance and Mr. Martin,

Tlie said report was again read, considered, and the

resolution attached thereto, adopted; and a warrant

accordingly so draWn.

On motion of Mr. Vance and Mr. Heston,

The following resolution was twice read, considered,

and adopted, to xvit

:

Resolved, That the Clerk, in settling the accounts
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of William C. Smyth, printer of the Journal in the

English language, and William Greear, printer of the

Bills, do allow, to wit: The former, a sum not ex-

ceeding one hundred aild twenty dollars ; and the latter,

a sum not exceeding sixty dollars, for the differences

between the prices of the paper used by the said Greear,

in the bills of the last and present sessions, and for si-

milar differences by said Smyth, and the prices of the

paper, which, under their contract, they were to use,

(but which, as is represented, they could not procure)

and the extra charges incurred by the said Smyth in

procuring his paper, in consequence of his contract with
the Senate not having been entered into, until those of
the House of Representatives had been entered into^

and all the paper (as is represented) engaged : the Clerk
receiving, in the first place, satisfactory documents to

ascertain the said differences and extra charges.

Mr. Sommer, from the committee to whom was re-

ferred in the forenoon, the bill entitled, " An act fur-

ther to extend the time for patenting lands, and for

other purposes therein mentioned," reported the said

bill without amendment.
The Clerk of the House of Representatives pre-

sented for concurrence, the bills, entitled as follow//^ wit :

1. " An act supplementary to the several laws of this

Commonwealth, respecting foreign attachments."

2. " An act for annexing part of Northumberland
county, to the county of Luzerne."

3. " An act authorizing a review of the state road,
leading from Blair's Gap, to the western boundary line

of the state, so far as the same lies in Armstrong
and Cambria counties."

4. '' An act to approve the report of the commis-
sioners, appointed to explore and mark out a read from
the. point where the Coshecton and Great Bend turnpike

passes through Moosic mountain, to the west line of
the state, and for other purposes."

5. *^ An act supplementary to the penal la'^vs of this

Commonwealth."
6. " An act to establish an auction store in the

borough of Lancaster."

Which were severally read the first time,

60
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The bill entitled, " An act granting certain powers

to the inhabitants of the northern part of the township of

Moyamensing," was read the second time, considered

by section, and agreed to.

Ordered, I'hat it be prepared for the third reading.

The bill entitled, '* A supplement to an act entitled,

'* An act making appropriation for the improvement of

certain roads in the western counties, and authorizing

the courts of the respective counties to appoint fit per-

sons to view and lay out the same," was read the

second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Laird in the chair) for the further consi-

deration thereof. And,;

After some time.

The committee rose, and reported the bill with

aTieiidnieiits ; which were read as reported.

The bill entitled, " An act to establish an auction

store in the borough of Lancaster," was read the se-

cond time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. M'Arthur in the chair) for the further

consideration thereof. And,
After some time.

The committee rose, and reported the bill without

amendment.
On motion of Mr. Sommer and Mr. Miller,

The said bill was considered by section, and agreed

to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

The bill entitled, " An act to revive the act entitled,

'• An act providing that the person of a debtor shall

not be liable to imprisonment for debt, after delivering

up his estate for the benefit of his creditors, unless he

hath be.en guilty of fraud or embezzlement," was read

the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Sommer in the chair) for the further con-

«,j.deration thereof And, ^
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After some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill with-

out amendment.
On motion of Mr. Sommer and Mr. Roberts,

The said bill was considered by section, and agreed
to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

The bill entitled, "An act authorizing a review of

the state road, leading from Blair's Gap, to the western

boundary line of the state, so far as the same lies in

Armstrong and Cambria counties,'* was read the

second time, considered by section, and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

The bill entitled, "An act supplementary to the

several laws of this Commonwealth, respecting foreign

attachments," was read the second time, and referred

to Mr. Roberts, Mr. Sommer, and Mr. Dorsey, to con-

sider and report thereon.

Mr. Miller, from the committee appointed for that

purpose, made report. That the committee, in conjunc-

tion with the committee of the House of Represen-

tatives, this day presented to the Governor for his

approbation, the bills entitled as follow, to wit :

I. " An act supplementary to an act entitled, " An
act to erect the town of Cannonsburg, in the county of

Washington, into a borough."
2* " An act to amend certain parts of an act entitled,

" An act supplementary to the several acts of this Com-
monwealth, concerning partitions, and for other pur-

poses therein mentioned."
3. " An act declaring Little Juniata river, in the

county of Hurltingdon, a public highway.''

4. " An act making appropriations for the improve-

ment of the state road, leading from Philadelphia,

through West-Chester, to Strasburg, and also for the

building and repairing of bridges in Delaware county."

5. " An act declaring the marriage of Samuel

Hamm and Mary Hamrn (late Mary Beerbrower)

to be fraudulent, null, and void."

6. " An act authorizing the administrators of the

estate of Jonas Hcverstrite, to convey a lot of land in

Abington township, Montgomery county."

Adjourned until nine o'clock, to-morrow morning.
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The Speaker laid before the Senate, a letter from
the chief justice, and the other justices of the supreme
court; which was read, as follows, to wit:

To the honorable the Senate and House of Representa-

lives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

The undersigned Judges of the Supreme Court of

the said Commonwealth, respectfully represent :

That, in the month of July last, they received no-

tice of an act of Assembly passed at the last session,

requiring them to examine and report to the present

Legislature, which of the English statutes are in force

in this Commonwealth ; and which of those statutes,

in their opinion, ought to be incorporated into the sta-

tute laws of this Commonwealth.
They are fully sensible of the importaiice^of the trust

reposed in them ; and ready at all times to devote their

labor to the public service. But, not conceiving it

to be the intent of the Legislature, nor consistent with

the official duty of the judges, that the administra-

tion ofjustice should be interrupted for the purpose of
executing this work, they have found it impossible to

complete it ; because, in fact, there has been but very
little time in which some of the court have not been
occupied in the official discharge of their duties. They
have, however, the satisfaction of stating, that, by
making the best use of their time, they have made
very considerable progress ; so that they have reason
to suppose, they shall be able to make their report to

thvi next Legislature.

WILLIAM TILGHMAN,
J YEi\TES
THOMAS SMITH,
H. H. BRACKENRIDGE.

Philadelphia, March 22, 1808.
Mr. Mitchell presented the petition of the sub-

scribers thereto, inhabitants of Rye township. Cum-
berland county

; praying, That the place of holding
the elections in the said township, may not be changed
ah desirtd by the petition of certain inhabitants there-
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of. And the said petition was twice read, and re-

ferred to the committee of the whole, when that com-
mittee shall have under consideration, the bill for the

further regulation of election districts.

Mr. Hart presented the petition of the subscribers

thereto, inhabitants of Bucks county ; praying, That
the commissioners of the said county may be author-

ized to assess and levy a tax on every owner of a dog
or dogs in said county. And the said petition was
twice read,- and referred to Mr. Hart, Mr. Sommer,
and Mr. Roberts, to consider and report thereon, l-yy

bill or otherwise.

Mr. Roberts, from the committee appointed on the

eighteenth of December last, to inquire if any, and
what further provisions ought to be made, by law,

respecting the conflicting claims to land in the Seven-

teen Townships in the county of Luzerne ; and to

whom was referred on the sixteenth instant, the re-

port of the commissioners on the subject of the said

claims, made the following report, to ivii :

That, after a careful examination of the subject and
papers referred to them, they arc under the necessity of

stating to Senate, that on the points in theil* resolution,

where an explicit and detailed report was most to be

wished, to nvit, on the sixth and seventh questions,

the report made by the commissioners is vague and
unsatisfactory ; and that the conclusions by them, as

to the probable result of the commission, are such as

the committee believe their duty forbids them to as-

sent to.

In a report of the former commissioners, dated

November the third, one thousand eight hundred and
three, it is said, " That every Connecticut title is

taken and recorded, every dispute among the Con-
necticut claimants has been heard and settled, every

township has been run out, and every lot and sub-

division in every township has been ascertained, sur-

veyed, and valued." It is further stated. That some
exceptions might lie against the Pennsylvania claims,

that might require some further deliberation before

they could be certified ; and that it was necessary to

make out some draughts and other documents whicli
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might delay the closing of the commission tiil the

hitter end of May. The Governor informed the Le-
gislature on the sixth of Deceniber, one thousand

. eight hundred and four, the Luzerne commission
would "soon be brought to a fair, a satisfactory, and
salutary conclusion ;" and, in his communication of
the following year he informs the Legislature, that

the commissioners " have performed their trust with
impartiality and decision." After reading the report

of one thousand eight hundred and three, above cited,

. it must create some surprize to find, that, notwith-

standing the commissioners fixed the end of May,
one thousand eight hundred and four, as the time
when the certificates would be all issued, (and com-
paring what they had done, with what remained to be
done, it was certainly a liberal allowance of time)
that, on the sixth of December following, the busi-

ness uas still unclosed. But this surprize must be
much increased, when it is found, the commission
was still existing on the ninth of April last, fifteen

momhs after the datt of the Governor's address com-
municating the close of it. Taking into view, that

the monstrous sum of forty thousand dollars had been
expended on the contingent expenccs of the commis-
sionejs before that time, it becomes an object of

much importance to the state, that the true situatioii

of the commission, at the passing of the last supple-

ment, should be known, as well as what may be ex-

pected to be done under the present law.

To obtain information on the former point, the

seventh question contained in the resolution of Senate

was submitted. This measure, it will be recollected,

\v:\s not resorted to, till reports had been had from
the Secretary of the Land- Office and the Surveyor-

General ; stating, That no records of the commission,

except as related to six out of fifteen townships

;

and that no general drafts of surveys of the fifteen

towns, had bten depcsited in either of said offices

according to liw.

I'hc commissioners, in answer to the seventh ques-

tion, sa}-; "It is believed, -the records and drafts were .

Cir-jjosited in the lasid-offices, because they obtained the
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township surveys, and the list of valuation as adjudged
by the former commissioners, from thence." The
difficulties hitherto occurring in tracing the business of

the former commission shews, most indubitably, that the

business thereof has been conducted, in the latter

stages, with extreme negligence and confusion.

The committee, in the alternative of being referred

back to the Land- Office for the records, have made
further inquiry, and find, that some time in the spring

of one thousand eight hundred and six, a wheelbarrow
full of books and papers were left at the Surveyor-
General's office, it is understood, by the directions of

George Haines, a clerk of the commissioners. In a

very short time, on the suggestion of the Surveyor-
General, Mr. Haines had them wheeled to the Secre-

tary's office, and they were there unladen without form
or order. Not having been delivered to the Secretary

of the Land-Office, lawfully, as it was the duty of the

commissioners to have done, he has never considered
them as under his care, as submitted to his inspection,

or as having become accountaI)le for them. This neg-
ligence and disregard of official duty, to the detriment
of public interest, is connected with other facts that

ought at least to create surprize. The committee have
already observed, that, on the third of November, one
thousand eight hundred and three, the commissioners
reported, the business was chiefly done, except the ar-

rangement of papers, which they calculated to finish

by the end of May following. From a report of the

Register and Comptroller-Generals, now on the table

of Senate, it appears, that an account was rendered by
one of the commissioners to them, on the twenty-second

of March, one thousand eight hundred and six, amount-
ing to sixteen hundred and forty-two dollars, for ser-

vices done after the fourteenth of May, one thousand
eight hundred and five ; and part of which services

were performed on the twenty-first of March, one thou-

sand eight hundred and six, nearly four months after

the Governor had officially informed the Legislature,

that the business of the commission had been decisively

closed. Combining all these circumstances with that

of the supplement of the ninth day of April last, beir;g
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predicated upon the commission existing at the time

it became a law, our surprize must be increased*

Though some of the papers were deposited in the

Land-ofiice, as before stated, they were not all there on

the nineteenth of July, one thousand eight hundred and

six, nor indeed does it appear they ever were there.

Mr. T^iylor, one of the commissioners, when applied

to at that date, by the Secretary of the land-office,

(not for the delivery of certain papers, relative to the

three Connecticut titles in the township of Claverick)

but merely to ascertain where they were, that the per-

sons aj^plynig for copies of them, might find them ; an-

swered, that he had expected Mr. Haines had aelivered

them up, but not being found in the office, observes,

they must remain in the trunk of the commissioners, at

Lancaster. He speaks of other old title papers, then

in his possession, in Philadelphia, which he proposed

should be brought to the Land-office the ensuing week ;

but which never appear to have arrived. From this

letter of Mr. Taylor, the committee are clearly of opi-

nion, that even the commissioners considered the du-

ties at an end, and that they can find no cause for their

not delivering the papers, that can justify them. The
committee think it cause of regret, that the mystery,

in which the proceedings of the former commission are

involved, were not unravelled before the passage of the

supplemental law of last April.

The measure of giving titles to the Connecticut set-

tlers, on the part of the Commonwealth, was a mea-

sure entire]}' of benevolence, a mere act of grace ; and

being so, she has a right, and it becomes her duty, to

stop in the measure, whenever she finds her indul-

gence abused, or her interest injured. Her statutes

are evidence, that she more than once extended the

time of submission ; and made the final adjustment of

title more easy to the Connecticut settler, till all of

them within the purview of the law of one thousand

seven hundred and ninety-nine, were confirmed in their

titles, except a few v;hose obstinate hostility to the ju-

risdiction of the Ccmmonvvealth, made them rather ob-

jects of punishment, than indulgence. And the com-
mittre I lieve the interests of the state required, that
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her benevolence ought never to have been further

extended.

The commissioners, in answer to the first, second

and fifth questions, report the quantity of land, con-

tained in the Fifteen Townships, as near as they can es-

timate, to^DC two hundred and fifty-two thousand acres;

one hundred and ninety-One thousand acres of this have

been certified to Connecticut settlers, by the former

commissioners ; twenty-five thousand have been ad-

judged by the present, and thirty-six thousand re*

mains to be examined. Eighty-nine thousand acres

held under Pennsylvania titles, have been released to

the Commonwealth; ten thousand acres will come
within the purview of the late act, twelve thousand

acres of which only have been released ; one hundred

and twelve thousand acres certified to Connecticut

settlers, have not been released to the Common-
wealth ; and, that forty -five thousand acres may be co*

vered with Pennsylvania titles of one thousand seven

hundred and ninety- two. In none of these estimates,

do the commissioners pretend to be correct ; but, on the

last, they say it is impossible to tell what amount

there may be. They do not pretend to say any

thing on the Pennsylvania claims, from official docu-

ments. From the best information the committee have

been able to obtain, they can place little reliance on

the accuracy of that part of the report, as they be-

lieve the Pennsylvania title of one kind, or other, is

co-extensive with the Fifteen Townships ; and that the

Connecticut title, under the law of last April, will

embrace an equal extent. This being admitted, it

becomes a question, if the land is confirmed to the

Connecticut settler, which was not settled at the de-

cree of Trenton, nor perhaps till long after the Penn-

sylvania rights under the law of one thousand seven

hundred and ninety-two had b'sen laid, whether the state

will not be obliged, in justice, to compensate the Penn-

sylvania claimants ; and whether, in passing the law

of last year, the Legislature designed to confirm the

Connecticut settlers in sixty- one thousand acres, per*

haps more ?

61
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The commissioners do not state in thoir report^

at what time they cominenced their inquiries ; but,

frorn the report of the Treasurer, it appears, they

drew two thousand doHars from the Treasury on
the thirteenth of June last : it may therefore be pre-

siuiied, they entered on their duties about that time.

They state, they have adjudged twenty-five thousand

acres to the Connecticut claimants, which will be com-
prised in about one hundred and forty certificates,

which are mostly made out. As every township had

been run out, and ever}'^ lot in every township ascer-

tained. sur\ eyed and valued, the chief business of the

commission must have been to examine Connecticut

titles, (without the difficulty of settlement, valuation,

or survey) and making out certificates. When it is

recollected, that, in three summers, the rights to one

hundred and ninety-one thousand acres, were ascertained,

survej'ed, valued, and mostly certiiied to Connecticut

settlers, and eighty-nine thousand aci^es to Pennsyl-

vania claimants, the progress made by the present com-
missioners has been less than might fairly have been

ex[)ected. In their report to the Governor of January

last, they sa}', that " what of business was then before

them, dicy hoped to be through in about two weeks, if

the time for submission of Pennsylvania claimants was
not extended." In their report to Senate, they say,

" they will be done in a short time." An error, they

slate, arose in their report to the Governor, of eleven

thousand acres, in the estimate of lands uncertified to

Connecticut settlers. If the commissioners, when w-rit-

ing that report, had the towuship surveys before them,

it is difficult to see how such a mistake could happen
;

but whether they had, or not, cannot be determined, as the

committee have been unable to discover that general

drafts of all the townships have ever been made out.

If this should be tlie case, the want of official preci-

sion in the report, may easily be accounted for, as it

must be a work of much labor, to ascertain it from the

separate drafts in ihe Surveyor-General's office. In the

opinion of the comn:iittte, these circumstances imperi-

ously require a settlement of the commission, and a com-
plete explicatioii of its business.
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The report of the commissioners sets forth, that,

as the money expended inider the act of the fourth of
April, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine,

has well nigh brought to a conclusion a dispute that has
subsisted so many years, it ought not to be regretted,

or considered as a loss to the Commonwealth. The
object of expending money in quieting this controversy,

peaceably, arose entirely from a benevoierit disposition

in the Legislature to reclaim to their duty, a portion ox

the citizens of the Commonwealth, who had been led

by designing men, to disavow the jurisdiction of the

state, at a time, and under circumstances, that wculd
have justified her in coercing a submission. The terms
of confirmation were : that the lands should be held

under the regulations of the Connecticut Susquehanna
company ; that the lots should have been settled at or

before the Decree of Trenton, and have been particu-

larly assigned the settler before that time. However
expensive to the state it may be to carry those provi-

sions into effect, it would certainly be right it should
now be done. But the committee believe, the prin-

ciples of compromise' ought not to have been extended,
and more especially at a moment when the commissioners
can give no satisfactory information on any of the ques-

tions submitted by Senate. Peace and good order is

one of the first blessings that can be enjoyed in any
government ; but, in expending the public money, the

Legislature should never forget it belongs to the whole
Commonwealth, and that, in making appropriations,

they ought not only to be well assured that the object

was just, that the application would be faithful, but

that the amount, as near as possible, should be first

ascertained. To proceed on so slender an evidence of

the rightfulness of the measure as the vague report of

the commissioners, the committee believe could not

be justified, as they apprehend money maybe expended
on the commission, that might excite regret, if it has

not already been done.

Tlie committee cannot admit the position of the com-
missioners, that the dispute is well nigh closed. Sixty-

one thousand acres were embraced in the law of last

^'ear. . v.] addition to what bad been connrnvjd before ;
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and a bill is now before the Legislature, that includes

the whole county of Luzerne. The demands of the

intruders have increased with the liberality of the state

;

and, if their applicgitions are admitted, the business is

yet on the threshold only, and the revenues of the state

may be burdened for many years to come ; and, what
is worse, it will be taxing the foithful citizens, to be-

nefit speculators and intruders.

The commissioners hold out the idea, the state will

be nearly reimbursed by the purchase-money and fees

to be paid by Connecticut settlers. The confused and
mysterious state of the commission, makes it some.
what difficult to come at the true state of the case ; but
tlie committee believe they can bring into view, facts,

that will destroy the illusion. The land has been va-

lued, say the commissioners, to Connecticut settlers,

at about thirty-two cents per acre. The average price

per acre, adjudged to Pennsylvania claimants in the

first six townships, is one dollar and seventy-nine cents.

Taking these two ratios to make the estimate, (and it is

believed they are pretty just) it will make the valuation

to Connecticut settlers, seventy-eight thousand six

hundred and forty dollars for the Fifteen Townships ; and
to Pennsylvania claimants, four hundred and fifty-one

thousand dollars—the difference, three hundred and
seventy-one thousand dollars. To this if we add forty-

five thousand dollars ^Iready expended.by the commis-
sioners, it will make the difference of four hundred
and sixteen thousand dollars : for it can make no dif-

ference to the state, whether the compensation is all

to be paid in cash, or deducted for non-payment of

momes due to the state from Pennsylvania claimants,

as those debts are at least as good as the debts from the

Connecticut setders. Much reliance is placed on the

patenting and surveying fees making up much of the

difference ; but, if it is considered, that any quantity

of land may be covered with one patent, that, in som.e

cases very nearly a thousand acres are included in one
certificate, under the former law; and under the pre-

sent, seven thousand may be included : and, that in the

few cases A\here patents have been taken out, several

certificates liave been included in one patent, it must
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be evident, that a monstrous balance must lie against

the state; and the more especially when it is consi-

dered, that tile Pennsylvania claimants may sue the

state, where their lands have not been released, and
the state must pay the cost of suit, as well as tiie ap-

praised value of the land. In one case at least, under
the present law, seven thousand five hundred acres

have been submitted in one tract. The land is settled

by what are called Squatters ; and it is apprehended, that

the right of settlement and improvement will be set

aside, while a spurious written title will adjudge it to

be confirmed to a speculator.

The committee believe it to be their duty, to bring

to view of Senate, the state of the monies due from Con-
necticut settlers. Very few patents have issued, and
the whole amount of monies paid, is six thousand

dollars, in six years. No interest is paid on the pa-

tent fees ; they do not increase by delay. It is eight

years from the time the certificate issues, before the

whole of the money is on interest. The interest is

not made a principal ; then, and well managed, it be-

comes yearly a fund of profit to the debtor, and it

is his interest not to, pay it. These facts will ap-

pear in stronger light, when it is coasicicrcd, that, af-

ter the state has offered patents by securing the mo-
ney on mortgage without cost, it has had very little

effect in getting the settler to patent. The certificate

is known to be a good title against every claimant,

beside the state, and it is transferred as such ; the re-

source to be relied upon, then, is to sell the lands.

The committee need not state, what advantage will

be likely to result to the finances from such an event.

They hope to be allowed to repeat, that the state,

in confirming title to the Connecticut settlers, never

acknowledged any right in them to the land ; it was
only an act of benevolence, and what she has done of

her own mere will, will not be held up as a reason to re-

quire her to extend her indulgence to all who may
call themselves Connecticut settlers, or further than

she wills. Finally ; under all these considerations, (and

even more might be adduced) the committee are

clearly of opinion, that every principle of good faiih
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will admit, and that sound policy, i\s it regards the in-

terest of the Commonwealth, requires, that the Lu-
zerne commissioners should be suspended till their

proceedings are clearly explained.

Therefore,

Resolved, That the subject be recommended to the

early and special attention of the next Legislature.

Mr. Hart, from the committee to whom was referred

the bill entitled, " An act for the further establishment

and regulation of election districts," reported the said

bill with amendments ; which were read as reported.

Mr. Roberts, from the committee to whom was re-

ferred the bill entitled, " An act supplementary to the

several laws of this Commonwealth, respecting foreign

attachments," reported the said bill without amend-
ment.

On motion of Mr. Roberts and Mr. Dorsey,

The said bill was postponed, and recommended to

the attention of Senate at their next session.

On motion of Mr. Dorsey and Mr. Hiester,

The committee to whom was referred on the twenty-

first instant, the petition of the subscribers thereto,

victuallers, residing in the city of Philadelphia and the

vicinity, were discharged from the further considera'

tion thereof.

The bill entitled, " An act confirming the title of

James Robeson to certain lands therein mentioned,"
was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, " Shall this billpass .^" being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of

Representatives, with information, that Senate have
passed the said bill without amendment.
The bill entitled, "A supplement to the act entitled,

"An act for the sale of goods distrained for rent,

ar.d to secure such goods to the person distraining the

same, for the better security of rents, and for other

purposes therein mentioned," was read the third time.

Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Sommer and Mr. Roberts, and

by uiianimous consent,
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The said bill was amended, by adding to the third

section, " And in cases of removal from, or surrender

of any tenement, messuage, or plantation" taken by
the year, the tenant shall give tliree months notice

diereof, to his landlord, previous to the expir;:tion of

his term, under the penalty of half a year's rent, to be

recovered in the same manner that rent is or may be
recoverable." And,
The question, " Shall this bill pass P^^ being put,

was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Re-
preseatatives, with information, that Senate have passed

the said bill with one amendment (as above); in which
the concurence of that House is requested.

The bill entitled, " An act making appropriations

to defray certain expences of government," was read

the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, ^^ Shall ihh bill passf'' being put,

was determined in the affirmative.

• Ordered, That it be returned to tlie House of Re-
presentatives, with information, that Senate have passed

the said bill with one amendment ; in which the con-

currence of that House is requested.

Which amendment is : To add a new section, to be
called section HI.

(for which- see Journal of yesterday.)

The bill entitled, " An act suppiemxcntary to an act

entitled, ''An act to organize the provisional county
of Venango," was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, ''Shall this billpass P"* being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of

Representatives, with information, that Senate have
passed the said bill with amendments; in which the

concurrence of that House is requested.
- (The amendments are merely verbal.)

The bill entitled, '' An act directing the distribtithig

of the Digest of the Laws of this Commo?iwealth, in

the German language,^' was read the third. time.
Whereupon,
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The question, " Shall this bill pass?''' being put,

was dettiiiiined in the affirmative.

Ouierec!, That it be returned to the House of

Representatives, with information, that Senate have

passed tiie said bill without amendment.
The bill entitled, " An act granting a sum of money

to Elizabelh Buch, otherwise Pugh, for services ren-

dered by her lute husband in the revolutionary war,"

was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The qiiesiion, ^^ Shall this billpass P*^ being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Re-
presentatives, with information, that Senate have

passed the said bill without amendment.
The bill entitled, " An act to vest in, and confirm

to the elders and wardens of the joint congregations of

Lutheran and German reformed church of Zion, in

Windsor township, in the county of Berks, the title to

a tract of land therein mentioned,"' was read the third

time.

Whereupon,
The question, ^^ Shall this bill pass ?''^ being put,

was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Repre-

sentatives, with information, that Senate have passed

the said bill without amendment.
The bill entided, " An act to vest in, and confirm

to tlie elders and wardens of the joint congregations of

Lutheran and German reformed church, in Bern town-

ship, in the county of Berks, a title to a tract of land

therein mentioned," was read the third time.

Wliereupon.

The question, " Shall this bill pass f''^ being put,

was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Repre-

sentatives, with information, that Senate have passed

the said bill without amendment.
The bill entitled, "An act to establish a public ferry

on the north side of the west branch of the Susquehanna
river, in the county of Lycoming, and to vest the right

thereof in Martin Updegraff, his heirs and assigns,"

was read the third time.
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Whereupon,
The question, *' Shall this bill pass?''' being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Re-
presentatives, with information, that Senate have pas-

sed the said bill without amendment.

The bill entitled, " An act to establish an auction

store in the borough of Lancaster," was read the

third time.

Whereupon,
The question, " Shall this billpass ?'''' being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Re-
presentatives, with information, that Senate have

passed the said bill without amendment.

The bill entitled, " An act to revive the act entitled,

" An act providing that the person of a debtor shall

not be liable to imprisonment for debt, after delivering

up his estate for the benefit of his creditors, unless he

hath been guilty of fraud or embezzlement,'* was read

the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, " Shall this bill pass .^" being put,

was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Repre-

sentatives, with information, that Senate have passed

the said bill without amendment.
The bill entitled, "An act granting certain powers

to the inhabitants of the northern part of the township of

Moyamensing," was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, " Shall this bill pass?'''' being put,

was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Re-
presentatives, with information, that Senate have passed

the said bill without amendment.
The bill entitled, " An act for the relief of John

M'Conahey," was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, '^ Shall this bill pass?'''' being put,

was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Re-
62



490 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE.

presentatives, with information, that Senate have passed

the said bill with one amendment ; in which the con-

currence of that House is requested.

Which amendment is to strike out the preamble.

The bill entitled, " An act supplementary to an act,

passed the second day of March, one thousand eight

hundred and five, entitled, " An act to organize the

provisional county of Armstrong," was read the third

time.

Wliereupon,

The question, ^^ Shall this hillpass?'''' being put, was

determined in the afiirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of

Representatives, with information, that Senate have

passed the said bill with amendments; in which the

concurrence of that House is requested.

(The amendments are merely verbal.)

The Clerk of the House of Representatives pre-

sented for concurrence, the bills and resolution, entitled

as follow, to xvit :

1. " An act to repeal the act entitled, " An act to

regulate fences, and to encourage the raising of swine,

and for other purposes, so far as respects the coun-

ties of Washington and Allegheny."

2. "An act granting Robert Hunter an annuity for

life."

3. "An act for the relief of Michael Wann, a

soldier in the late revolutionary war."

4. "An act to afford immediate relief to Albright

Weaver, a soldier during the revolutionary war, and

io .2;rant him an annuity."

5. "An act for the sale of vacant unimproved land

v.'ithin certain parts of this commonwealth."
6. " An act to authorize the Governor to subscribe

for a certain number of copies of the second volume of

a Digest of the Laws of this Comn^onwealth, in the Ger-

man language,"

7. "An act to prohibit the sale of land for taxes,

upon which the state has a lien."

8. " A resolution for supplying Members of the

present Legislature with the eighth volume and the laws

of the present session."
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And he returned, the bill entitled, " An act to dis-

solve the marriage of Jacob Mayer and Catharine his

wife. '' And informed.

That the House of Representatives have passed the

said bill without amendment.
He further informed, That the house of. Representa-

tives have concurred in the amendments by Senate, to

the bills entitled, to wit :

1. " A supplement to the act for the regulation of

the militia of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania."

2. " A supplement to an act entitled, "An act to

enable the Governor of this Commonwealth to incorpo-

rate a company to make an artificial road from the Sus-

quehanna river, at or near Wright's ferry, to the borough
of York."

3. "An act supplementary to an act entitled, " An
act to organize the provisional county of Venango."

4. "An act supplementary to an act passed the

second day of March, one thousand eight hundred
and five, entitled, " An act to organize the provisional

county of Armstrong."
But have non-concurred in those to the two following

bills, to'tvit

:

1. " A supplement to the act entitled, '' An act for

the sale of goods, distrained for rent, and to secure

such goods to the persons distraining the same, for the

better security of rents, and for other purposes therein

mentioned.''

2. " An act for the relief of John M'Conahey."
And he presented for signature, two bills entitled re-

spectively as follow, to wit :

1- " A supplement to the act for the regulation

of the militia of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania."

2. "A supplement to an act entiUed, " An act to

enable the Governor of this Commonwealth to incor-

porate a company, to make an artificial road from the

Susquehanna river, at or near Wright's ferry, to the

borough of York."
Whereupon,

The Speaker signed the said bills.

The bills presented for concurrence, were severally

read the first time.
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The bill entitled, "An act authorizing a review of
the state road, leading from Blair's Gap, to the western
boundary hne of the state, so far as the same lies m
Arnistrodg and Cambria counties," was read the

third time,

Whereupon,
The question, " Shall this billpass ?" being piit, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of
Representatives, with information, that Senate have
passed the said bill without amendment.
The bill entitled, " An act to afford immediate relief

to Michael Drury, a soldier in the revolutionary war,
and to grant him an annuity," was read the second
time, as reported by committee of the whole, consi-

dered by section, and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

The bill entitled, " An act for the relief of Mary
Backhouse," was read the second time, as reported
by committee of the whole, considered by section,

and agreed to;

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

The bill entided, " A supplement to an act entitled,

" An act making appropriation for the improvement of
certain roads in the western counties, and authorizing

the courts of the respective counties to appoint fit per-

sons to view and lay out the same," was read the

second time, as reported by committee of the whole,

considered by sectiijn, and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

0,1 motion of Mr. M'Arthur and Mr. Hart, and by
un iriimous consent,

• The said bill was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, " Shall this bill pass .^" being put,

w:is determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be presented to the House of

Representatives for concurrence.

Agreeably to order, the bill entitled, " An act to

amend the act entitled, " An act to raise and collect

county rates and levies, and for other purposes," was
read the second time.
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Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Miller in the chair) for the further con-

sideration thereof And,
After some time,

The committee rose, reported progress, and liad

leave to sit a^ain this afternoon.

On motion of Mr. Roberts and Mr. Hart,

Agreed, That when Senate adjourn, the adjourn-

ment be till 3 o'clock in the afternoon.

The bill entitled, *' A supplement to the act entitled,

" Aa act to alter the judiciary system of this Common-
wealth," was read the second time, considered by sec-

tion, and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

The bill entitled, '' An acl making appropriations

for the improvement of sundry state roads in this

Commonwealth, and for other purposes therein men-
tioned," was read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Hart in the chair) for the further consi-

deration thereof And,
After some time.

The committee rose, reported progress, and had
leave to sit again in the afternoon.

On motion of Mr. Hart and Mr. Roberts,

The petition of the subscribers thereto, praying for

aid in improving the road over Pocono Mountain, was
read the second time, and referred to the committee of

the whole, when that committee shall have the last

above mentioned bill under consideration.

The bill entitled, " An act to continue an act entitled,

*' An act to provide for the inspection of ground black

oak bark, intended for exportation," was read the se-

cond time, considered by section, and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

The bill entitled, " An act prohil^iting the associa.

tion of individuals for the purpose of banking," was
read the second time, and considered by section.

Section I. being under consideration

:

A motion was made by Mr. Roberts and Mr.
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Sommer, to amend the section, by striking the follow-

ing therefrom: "Provided also, that nothing herein

contained shall be construed to extend to companies
heretofore associated;" which was agreed to, and the

section, as amended, adopted.

Section II. was agreed to.

A motion was then made by Mr. Roberts and Mr.
Pennell, to add a new section, to be called section III.

providing that the Treasurer and Land-Officers of this

Commonwealth, should not receive the notes of any
banks, except th©se of the United States, and those of

incorporated banks within this state, nor any note of less

denomination than five dollars ; which was agreed to.

The preamble was disagreed to.

The title, being amended so as to correspond with
the amendments made in the bill, was agreed to.

Ordered, That said bill be prepared for the third

reading.

Adjourned till 3 o'clock, in the afternoon.

SAME DAY....in the afternoon.

On motion of Mr. Vance and Mr. Martin,

The following resolution was twice read, considered,

and adopted, to wit:

Resolved, That the Clerk is hereby directed to pay
into the hands of Presly C. Lane, thirty-two dollars,

for eight days service of a man, in serving the writ of

election in the counties of Bedford, Huntingdon, and
Somerset, on the resignation of Henry Wertz, late

Senator of said counties.

On motion.

The further consideration, in committee of tlie whole,

of the bill entitled, "An act making appropriations for

the improvement of sundry state roads in this Com-
mon^yealth, and for other purposes therein mentioned,"
was postponed for the present.

The bill entitled, "A further supplement to the

act entitled, "An act to regulate arbitrations and pro-

ceeding's in courts of justice," u'as read the second time.

Whereupon,
The Seiiute resolved itself into committee of the
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whole, (Mr. Brady in the chair) for the further con
sideration thereof. And,

After some time,

The committee rose, and reported the bill with

one amendment ; which was read as adopted. And,
On motion of Mr. Hart and Mr. Roberts,

The said bill was again read as reported by committee
of the whole, considered by section, and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

On motion.

The further consideration, in committee of the whole,

of the bill entitled, "An act to amend an act entitled,

" An act to raise and collect county rates and levies,'*

was postponed for .the present.

The bill entitled, " An act to authorize the sale of
certain real estate, late the property of James Costillpe,

and for other purposes therein mentioned," was read the

second time, considered by section, and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

The bill entitled, " An act to prohibit the sale of
lands for taxes, upon which the state has a lien," was
read the second time, considered by section, and agreed
to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

The bill entitled, "An act for the further establish-

ment and regulation of election districts," was read the

second tim'e as reported by select committee, considered

by section, and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading;.

The bill entitled, "An act for annexing part of
Northumberland county to the county of Luzerne,"
was read the second time, considered by section, and
agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

The bill entitled, '* An act supplementary to the penal

laWs of this Commonwealth," was read the second time,

considered by section, and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

The bill entitled, " An act to approve the report of

the commissioners appornted to explore and mark out

a road from the point where the Coshecton and Great

Bend turnpike passes tlirough Moosic mountain, to the
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west line of the state, and for other purposes," was
read the second time.

Wiiereupon,
' '

The Senate resolved itself into committee of the

whole, (Mr. Hart in the chair) for the further con-

sideration thereof. And,
After some time,

The com.mittee rose, and reported the bill without

amendment.
The Clerk ofthe House of Representatives presented

for sigriature, the bills entitled as follow, to ivit :

1. "An act to establish a public ferry on the north

side of the west branch of the Susquehanna river, in

the county of Lycoming;, and to vest the right thereof

in Martin Updt^graif, his heirs, and assigns."

'2. " An act directing the distributing of the Digest

of the JLaivs of this Commoinvealth^ in the German
la'Tgiiage,''''

3. '•' An act supplementary to an act passed the

second day of March, one thousand eight hundred and

live, entitled, " An act to organize the provisional county

of Armstrong,"
4. "An act supplementary to an act entitled, " An

act to organize the provisional county of Venango."
5. " An act to vest in, and confirm to the elders and

wardens of the joint congregation of Lutherans and
German reformed church, in Bern Township in the

county of Berks, the title to a tract of land therein

mentioned."

6. " An act to establish an auction store in the

borough of Lancaster."

7. " An act to revive the act entitled, "An act pro-

vidii g that the person of a debtor shall not be liable to

imprisonment for debt, after delivering up his estate

for the benefit of his creditors, unless he hath been
guilty of fraud or embezzelment."

8. "An act granting certain powers to the inhabit-

ants of the northern part of the township of Moy-
amensin .<:;•."

9. "An act authorizing a review of the state road

leading from Blair's Gap, to the western boundary line

of the state, so far as the same lies in Armstrong and

Cambria counties."
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10. " An act granting a sum of money to Elizabeth

Buch, otherwise Pugh, for services rendered by her

fete husband in the revolutionary war."
11. *' An act to vest in, and confirm to the elders,

and wardens of the joint congregations of Lutheran
and German reformed church ot" Zion, in Windsor
township, in the tounty of Berks, the title to a tract of

land therein mentioned."

12. " An act confirming the title of James Robeson
to certain lands therein mentioned."

Whereupon,
The Speaker signed said bills.

The bill entitled, "An act further to extend the time
for patenting land, and for other purposes," was read

the second time as reported by select committee, con-

sidered by section, and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third readings

The bill entitled, " An act granting Robert Hunter,
an annuity for life," was read the second time, con»

sidered by section, and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third readings

The bill entitled, " An act for the relief of Jolin

Ashton," was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, " Shall this bill pass P^^ being put,

was determined in the afiirmative.

Ordered, That it be presented to the House of Re=
presentatives for concurrence.

The bill entitled, " An act to afford immediate relief

to Albright Weaver, a soldier during the revolutionary

war, and to grant him an annuity," was read llic second
time, considered by section, and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be piepared for the third reading.

The bill entitled, "An act for the relief of Michad
Wann, a soldier in the late revolutionary war," M'as

read- the second time, and considered by section.

The first and only section being under consideration :

Was, after debate, disagreed to*

And so the bill was lost.

The bill entitled, " An act for the sale of vacant

tsnimproved land within certain parts of this Common-
wealth," was read the second time.

'^"^
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Whereupon,
The Senate resolved itself into cornmittee of thfc

whole, (Mr. Pennell in the chair) for the further con-

sideration thereof. And,-

After some time, •

The commiLtee rose, reported progress, and asked
leave to sit again ; which was not granted. And,

Thereupon,
The said bill was postponed for the present.

The bill ei.titled, " An act to authorize the Goternor
to subscribe for a certain number of copies of the

second volume of the Di&'est of the Laws of this Com-
monweaith, m the German language," was read the

second time, and considered by section.

The first and only section being under consideration

:

Was, after debate, disagreed to.

And so the bill was lost.

The bill entitled, *' An act to repeal the act entitled,

" An act to regulate fences and encourage' the raising

of swine, and for other purposes," so far as respects

the counties of Washington and Allegheny," was read

the second time, considered by section, and agreed to.

Ordered, That it be prepared for the third reading.

The resolution for supplying Members of the present

Legislature with the Vlllth. volume, and the Laws
of the present session, was read the second time, consi-

dered, and concured in.

Urdered, That it be returned to the House of

Representatives, with information, that Senate have
passed the same without amendment.

Mr. Miller, from t}:e committee appointed for that

purpose, made report : Tiiat the committee in conjunc-

tion with the committee of the House of Representa-

tives, have presented to the Governor for his appro-

bation, the bills entitled as follow, to wit:
1. " An act to dissolve the marriage contract be-

tween Alexander Kerr and Ruth his wife."

2. *' An act appropriating the slate-house in the city

of Philadelphia, to the use of Congress, if within a

limiied period the seat of the national governmeiit shall

be removed to die said city of Philadelphia.**



JOURNAL OF THE SENATE. 499

3. " A supplement to the act for tlie regulation of

the militia of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania."

4. *' A supplement to an act entitled, "An act to

enable the Governor of this Commonwealth to incorpo-

rate a company to make an artificial load from the Sus-

quehanna river, at or near Wrigiit^s ferry, to the borough
of York;"

B. " An act to establish an auction store in the

borough of Lancaster."

6. " An act granting a sum of money to Elizabeth

Buch, otherwise Pugh, for services rendered by her

late husband in T;he revolutionary war."

^7. " An act confirming the title of James Robeson
to certain lands therein mentioned."

8. " An act to revive the act entitled, "An act pro-

viding that the person of a debtor shall not be liable to

imprisonment for debt, after delivering up his estate

for the benefit of his creditors, unless he hath been
guilty of fraud or ciiibezzlement."

9. "An act granting certain powers to the inhabit-

ants .of the northern part of the township of Moy-
amensino-.'*

10. " An act authorizing a review of the state road

leading from Blair's Gap, to the western boundary line

of the state, so far as the same lies in Armstrong and

Cambria counties."

11. "- An act directing the distributing of the Digest

of the Laws of this Commonwealth^ in the German
language^'''

12. "An act to vest in, and confirm to the elders and
wardens of the joint congregations of Lutherans and
German reformed church, in Bern Township in the

county of Berks, the t^^itle to a tract .of land therein

inentioned."

13. " An actio establish a public ferry on the north

side of the west branch of the Susquehanna river, in tl>t

county of Lycoming, and to vest the right thereof in

Martin UpdegrafF, his heirs, and assigns."

14. " An att to vest in, and confirm to the elders

and wardens of the joint congregations of Lutheran
and German reformed church of Zion, in ^Vindsor
township, in the county of Berks, the title to a tract of

land therein mentioned.-"

^
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15. " An act supplementary to an act passed the

second day of M irch, one thousand eight hundred and
five, entitled, " An act to organize the provisional county

of Armstrong '*

16. "An act supplementary to an act entided, ''An
act to organize the provisional county of Venango."

17. " An act to empower John Wilt and George
Shettle, executors of Paul Wilt, deceased, to purchase

a tract of land in trust for Philip Weldy, Maria his

wife, and her heirs.''

Adjourned till 9 o'clock to-morrow morning.

<Lfa6urclay, \yfiarc^ ^6, i808,

Mr. Vance, from the committee of accounts, made
furtlier report, in part ; which was read, as follows,

to wit :

That there are due to the Members and Officers of the

Senate for their attendance in the present session, the

following sums, to wit ;

Jacob Blocher, 119 days S 357
278 miles 27 80

384. 80

40J

365 60

369 80

338

374

363 20

James Brady,
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Edward Heston, fl9 days S357
118. miles 11 80

368 BO

Matthias Gress, 119 days 357
160 miles IG

James Laird, 119 days 357
224 miles 22 40

William Lattimore, 119 days 357
152 miles 15 20

379 40

372 20
James Martin, 119 days 357

522 miles 52 20
409 20

Christopher Mayer, 119 days 357
William M'Arthur, 119 days 357

630 miles 63

William Miller, 119 days 357
120 miles 12

David Mitchell, 119 days 357
136 miles 13 60

William Pennell, 119 days 357

110 miles 11

Melchior Rahm, 119 days 357
72 miles 7 20

Jonathan Roberts, 119 days 357
100 miles 10

Archibald Rankin, 119 days 357
186 miles 18 60

Amos Slaymaker, 119 days 357
28 miles 2 80

Jacob Sommer, 119 days 357
156 miles 15 60

420

369

370 60

368

364 20

367

375 60

359 30

372 60
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Joseph Vance, 119 days S 357
548 miles 54 80

Isaac Wayne, 112 .days 336
90 miles 9

P. C. Lane, Speaker, 119 days 476
410 miles 41

George Bryan, Clerk, 119 days 476
his annual allowance by law 500

Stacy Potts, jun. Assistant Clerk,

119 days 476
his annual allowance by law 350

\¥iliiam Wilson, Sergeant-at-Arms,
119 days 238

his annual allowance by law 150

Adam liart, Door-Keeper,
119 days 238

his annual allowance by law 150

411 80

345

517

976

526

388

388
Whereupon, on motion.

The said report was again read, considered, and
adopted ; and warrants drawn on the State-Treasurer

in favor of the persons therein named, for the amount
respectively due to each.

Mr. Hart, from the committee to whom was yester-

-day referred the petition of the subscribers thereto,

inhabitants of Bucks county, on leave then given, rc-

;ported the bill entitled, *' An act to authorize the com-
missioners of Bucks county, to lay a tax on dogs;"
which was read the first time.

Tlie message from the Hoiise of Representatives, in-

forming, that that House do not concur in the amend-
ment by Senate, on the bill entided, " A supplement
to the act entitled, "An act for the sale of goods dis-

trained for rent, and to secure such goods to the per-

sons distraining, for the better security of rents, and for

other purposes therein mentioned," read yesterday, was
again read.
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X Whereupon,
Resolved, That Senate insist on their amendment,

and that Mr. Roberts, Mr. Vance, and Mr. Sommer,

be a committee to confer with a committee of the House

of Representatives, on the subject of said amendment,

if that House shall appoint such committee.

Ordered, That the Clerk acquaint the House of Re-

presentatives accordingly.

The message from the House of Representatives,

informing, that that House have not concurred in the

amendment by Senate, on the bill entitled, "An act

for the relief of John M'Conahey,'' read yesterday,

was again read.

Whereupon,
Resolved, That Senate insist on their amendment

on said bill. And,
Ordered, That the Clerk acquaint the House of Re-

presentatives diereof.

The bill entided, " An act to afford immediate relief

to Michael Drury, a soldier during the revolutionary

war, and to grant him an annuity," was read the third

time.

Whereupon,
The question, '^ Shall this billpass ?""' being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Re-

presentatives,' with information, that Senate have

passed the said bill without amendment.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives returned

the bills, entitled as follow, to wit :

1. " An act repealing the first section of " An act

entided, " An act supplementary to the act entitled,

*' An act that no public house or inn within this province

be kept without licence."

2. " A supplement to an act entitled. '^ An act. for

liaising by way of lottery, the sum of six thousand

dollars, for defraying the expences of makinij; ar. aquc-

duck to conduct water into the town of Meadville."

And informed, That the House of Representatives

have passed said bills with amendments, in which the

Concurrence of Senate is requested.

Whereupon;^
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The amendment on the first mentioned bill, was
read as follows, to wit

:

" Strike out the preamble."

The amendments on tlie latter bill, were read as-

follow, to xvit:

Section I. Strike out all that follows the word " thaf^

m line 4, to the end of the section, and insert " if any or

all of the commissioners, named in the first and fourth

sections of the act, to winch this is a supplement, should

die or refuse to discharge the duties enjoined on them,

that, then it should be the duty of the commissioners

of Crawford county, for the time being, and they arc

hereby autliorized and required to supply such vacancies

from time to time, as occasion may require, subject to

all the regulations of the act, to which this is a supple-

ment."
Strike out ih.e reniainipg sections.

The bill entitled, *' An act for the relief of Mary-

Backhouse," was read the third time.

Whereupoji,

The question, "• S/ial/ t/ris bill pass f^"* being put,

was deteniiiiu-d in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Repre-

sentatives, v^ith information, that Senate have passed

the said bill witliout amendment.

The bill entitled, *' A further supplement to the act

entitled, " An act to aher the judiciary system of this

Commonwealth," was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, '''Shall this billpass f^'^ being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of

Representatives, with information, that Senate have

passed the said bill without amendment.

I'he bill entitled, " An act to continue an act entitled,

*' An act to provide for the inspection of ground black

oak br.rk, intended for exportation," was read the

third time.

Whereupon,
The question. " Shall this billpass P^ being put, was

dttennined in ih.e affirmative.

Ordered, Thut it be relwrned to the House of Re-



JOURNAL OF THE SENATE. 505

presentatives, with information, that Senate have pas-

sed the said bill without amendment.
The bill entitled, " An act prohibiting the associa-

tion of individuals for the purpose of banking," was
read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, " Shall this billpass .*"' being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of
Representatives, with information, that Senate have
passed the said bill with amendments; in which the

concurrence of that House is requesLed.

The amendments are :

Section I. strike out "And provided also, That
nothing herein mentioned shall be construed to extend
to companies heretofore associated."

Add a new section as follows :

Section HI. And be it further enacted. See. That from
and after the first day of October next, the State- Trea-
surer, officers of the Land-Office, and every other officer

appointed to collect and receive debts due the Com-
monwealth, are hereby prohibited from receiving any
bank notes, except of the incorporated banks of this

state, or the bank of the United States, nor any note

of less denomination than five dollars.

Strike out the preamble.

Make the title read thus: "An act relating to the

association of individuals for the purpose of bankiiig

and directing what notes shall be receivable in payment
of debts due the state."

The bill entitled, " An act to authorize the sale of
certain real estate, late the property of James Costilloe,

and for other' purposes therein mentioned," was read the

third time.

Whereupon,
The question, " Shall this bill pass?''"' being put,

was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Re-
presentatives, vv^ith information, that Senate have passed
the said bill without amendment.
The bill entitled, " An act to prohibit the sale of

64

'V
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lands for taxes, upon which the state has a Hen," was
read the third time.

Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. M'Arthur and Mr. Roberts, and

by unanimous consent.

The said bill was amended, by making it the duty
of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, instead of the

Secretary of the Land- Office, to give information to the

county commissioners, as required in the bill. And
On the question, '-'' Shall this bill pass?''"' being put,

was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned" to the House of Re-
presentatives, with information, that Senate have passed

the said bill with one amendment (as above) ; in Vv'hich

the concurrence of that House is requested.

The bill entitled, " An act for the further establish-

ment and regufetion of election districts," was read the

third time.

Whereupon,
The question, " Shall this bill pass P''^ being put,

was determined in the affirmative.

Oi-dered, That it be returned to the House of Repre-
sentatives, with information, that Senate have passed
the said bill with amendments ; in which the concur-
rence of that House is requested.

(The amendments are :)

- "Action XIX. To fix the place for holding the general

election in W^ashington township, ' Fayette county,

at the stone school-house, on John Shreve's land, in said

township."

- Add three new sections to the bill, to be numbered
as follow, to wit ;

" Section XXXVHL And be it further ^^^c-ted by
the authority aforesaid. That from and after the passing

of this act, the township of Bensalem, in Bucks county,

shall form an election district, and the electors

thereof shall hold their general elections, at the house

now occupied by John Johnston, in Bensalem town-

ship.

" Section XXXIX. And be it further enacted by
the authority aforesaid. That the bounds contained and

described in the first section of the act entitled, " An
/
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act annexing part of Northumberland county, to the

county of Luzerne," with this difference, that Nesco-

peck Mountain be the boundary line, instead of the

creek ; be, and the same is hereby erected into a se-

parate election district, and the electors thereof shall

hold their general elections at the house now occupied

by James Campbell, in said bounds.
" Section XL. And belt further enacted by the au-

thority aforesaid, That Pymatuning township, in the

county of Mercer, shall be an election district, and the

electors thereof shall hold their general elections at the

house now occupied by Godfrey Karns, in said town-

ship.
''

The bill entitled, " An act for annexing part of

Northumberland county to the county of Luzerne,"

was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, " Shall this bill pass ?" being put,

was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of

Representatives, with information, that Senate have

passed the same without amendment.
The bill entitled, " An act supplementary to the penal

.

laws of this Commonwealth," was read the third time.^

Whereupon,
The question, '^ Shall this bill pass? ''^ being put,

was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to die House of Repre-

sentatives, with information, that Senate have passed

the said bill without amendment.
The bill entitled, " An act further to extend the

time for patenting lands, and for other purposes therein

mentioaed," was read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, *' Shall this bill pass ?'' being put,

was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Re-

presentatives, with information, that Senate have passed

the said bill without amendment.
The bill entitled, *' An act granting Robert Hunter,0

an annuity for life," was read the third time.

Whereupon,
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The question, '' Shall this billpass P'' being put, was
determined in the afiirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of

Representatives, with information, that Senate have
passed the said bill without amendment.
The bill entitled, "An act to afford immediate relief

to Albright Weaver, a soldier during the revolutionary-

war, and to grant him an annuity," was read the third

time.

Whereupon,
The question, " Shall this billpass .^" being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the Housq of Re-
presentatives, with information, that Senate have
passed the said bill without amendment.
The bill entided, *' An act to repeal the act entitled,

*' An act to regulate fences and encourage the raising

of swine, and for other purposes," so far as respects

the counties of Washington and Allegheny," was read

the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, " Shall this bill pass?''' being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Re-
presentatives, widi information, that Senate have passed
the said bill without amendment.
The bill entitled, "A further supplement to the

act entitled, "An act to regulate arbitrations and pro-

ceedings in courts of justice," was read the third time.

"Whereupon,
The question, " Shall this bill pass .^" being put,

was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Re-
presentatives, with information, that Senate have passed
the said bill without amendment.
The Clerk of the House of Representatives informed,

that that House do not recede from their non-concur-

.
rence to the amendments by Senate, on the bill entitled,

"A supplement to the act entitled, "An act for the

# sale of goods distrained for rent, and to secure such
goods to the person distraining the same, for the bet-

ter security of rents, and for other purposes tlierein

mentioned," insisted on by Senate. And,
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That ttey have appointed Messrs* Leib, Biddle and
Weber, a committee to confer with a committee of the

Senate, already appointed, on the subject of said

amendment.
He informed further, That the House of Representa-

tives have concurred in the amendments by Senate,

to the bill entitled, '* A supplement to an act entided,

"An act securing to mechanics and others, payment for

their labor and materials, in erecting any house or other

building within the city and county of Philadelphia."

And, that they have receded from their non-concur-

rence to the amendment by Senate, to the bill entitled,

*' An act for the relief of John M'Conahey."
And he presented for concurrence, an address to the

Governor for the removal from office of Henry Evans,

a justice of the peace in the county of Butler. And,
A resolution, directing the distribution of certain

laAvs remaining in the Secretary's o.ffice.

Which were read the first time.

On motion,

The Senate resumed, in committee of the whole,

(Mr. Hart in the chair ) tlie further consideration of

the bill entided, '^ An act making appropriations for

the improvement of sundry state roads in this Com-
monwealth. And,

After some time.

The committee rose, and reported the bill with

amendments ; which were read as reported.

The Deputy. Secretary of the Commonwealth pre-

sented a message from the Governor, which was read

as follows, to iv'it :

*'^To the Senate and House of Jlcpresentatives of the

Commonxvealth of Pennsylvania.

"Gentlemen,
" I HAVE this day approved and

signed the follovv^ing Acts of the General Assembly,

and directed the Secretary to returii the same to the

House of Representatives, in which they originated :

1. " A supplement to the act for the regulation

of the militia of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania."

2. *.' An act granting certain powers to the inhabi-

tants of the northern part of the township of Moyamens-
ing."
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3. "An act supplementary to an act passed the

second day of March, one thousand eight hundred

and five, entitled, " An act to organize the provisional

county of Armstrong."

4. "An act to establish a public ferry on the north

side of the west branch of the Susquehanna river, in

the county of Lycoming, and to vest the right thereof

in Martin UpdegrafF, his heirs, and assigns."

5. '' An act to vest in, and confirm to the elders

and wardens of the joint congregations of Lutheran

and German reformed church of Zion, in Windsor
township, in the county of Berks, the tide to a tract of

land therein mentioned."

6. "An act supplementary to an act entitled, "An
act to organize the provisional county of Venango."

7. " An act granting a sum of money to Elizabeth

Buch, otherwise Pugh, for services rendered by her

late husband in the revolutionary war."

8. " A7i act directing the distj'ibntijig of the Digest

of the Laxvs of this Commonwealth., in the German
lafiguageJ^''

9. " An act to vest in, and confirm to the elders

and wardens of the joint congregations of Lutheran and

German reformed church, in Bern township, in the

county of Berks, a title to a tract of land therein men-
tioned."

10.' " A supplement to an act entitled, "An act to

enable the Governor of this Commonwealth to incor-

porate a company, to make an artificial road from the

Susquehanna river, at or near Wright's ferry, to tlije

borough of York.

"

11. " An act to revive the act entitled, " An act pro-

viding that the person of a debtor shall not be liable to

imprisonment for debt, after delivering up his estate

for the benefit of his creditors, unless he hath been

guilty of' fraud or embezzlement.

"

12. " An act authorizing the administrators to the

estate of Jonas Heverstrite, to convey a lot of land in

Abington township, Montgomery county."

13. " An act declarins: the marriai^^e of Samuel
Hamm, and Mary Hamm, (late Mary Beerbrower)

to be fraudulent, null, and void."
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14. " An act supplementary to an act entitled, *' An
act to erect the town of Cannonsburg, in the county of

Washington, into a borough."

15. '* An act declaring Little Juniata river, in the

county of Huntington, a public highway."

16. " An act appropriating the state house in the city

of Philadelphia, to the use of Congress, if within a

limited period the seat of the national government shall

be removed to the said city of Philadelphia."

17. " An act to empower John Wilt and George

Shettle, executors of Paul Wilt, deceased, to purchase

a tract of land in trust for Philip Weldy, Maria his

wife, and her heirs.''

18. " An act to amend certain parts of an act en-

titled, " An act supplementary to the several acts of

this Commonwealth, concerning partitions, and for other

purposes therein mentioned.

"

19. " An act making appropriation for the improve-

ment of the state road, leading from Philadelphia

through V/est-Chester to Strasburg, and also for build-

ing and repairing of bridges, in Delaware county."

20. ** An act to dissolve the • marriage contract be-

tween Alexander Kerr and Ruth his wife."

21. " An act to establish an auction store in the

borough of Lancaster."

22. ''' An act authorizing a review of the state road

leading from Blair's Gap, to the western boundary hue

of the state, so far as the same lies in Armstrong and

Cambria counties."

23. " An act confirming the title of James Robeson
to certain lands therein mentioned."

" THOMAS M'KEAN.
*'Lancaster, March 2G, 1808."

The amendment by the House of Representatives,

on the bill entitled, " An act repealing the first section

of an act entitled, "An act supplementary to an act

entitled, " An act that no public house or inn within this

province be kept without licence," was again read, con-

sidered, and adopted.

Ordered, That the Clerk acquaint the House of Re-
presentatives thereof.

The amendments by the House of Representatives,
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on the bill entitled, *' A supplement to an act entitled,

"An act for raising by way of lottery, the sum of
six thousand dollars, for defraying the expences of

makinsr an aqueduct to conduct water into the town of

Meadville," were again read.

Whereupon,
Kesolved, That Senate do not concur therein.

And,
Ordered, That the Clerk acquaint the House of Re-

presentatives thereof.

On motion of Mr. Roberts and Mr. Pennell,

Senate adjourned till half past 3 o'clock, in the af-

ternoon.

SAME DAY....i7i the afternoon,

Mr. Vance, from the committee of accounts, made
further report, in part ; which was read, as follows,

to wit:

That the committee have examined the aocounts of

George Bryan, Clerk of the Senate, since his settle-

ment (March first) and the vouchers for the disburse-

ment of the money, intrusted to him, and find, that

he has expended the sum of forty.one dollars thirteen

cents more, than he has received from the Senate.

The following is an abstract of the Clerk's account,

to wit

:

Paid for books, binding and carriage,

per receipts, - > - - S 95
Paid for newspapers for the use of

Senate, per receipts, - - - . 67 68
Paid for contingencies, viz.

To P. C. Lane, per resolution of

Senate, - - S 32
George Moore, for postage, &c. 62 87
MathiasZahm's bill, for sundries, 26 26
Adam Hart, for an assistant, per

resolution of Senate, - 29 75
William Dickson's bill, - 11 95
Several small accounts, - 5 62

. : 178 45

341 13
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Deduct a warrant issued to the Clerk, second
March, (aec Jouinal, page 30o) S 300

Balance due the Clerk, iS 41 13
Therefore,

Submit the following resolution :

Resolved, That the Speaker draw his warrant on
the State-Treaburer, in favor of George Bryan, Clerk

of the Senate, for forty-one dollars thirteen cents. And,
On motion,

The said report was again read, considered, and
adopted.

Whereupon,
A warrant was accordingly so drawn.

Mr. Sommer, from the committee appointed to con^

fer with a committee of the House of Represeiitctives,

on the amendment by Senate, to the bill entitled, " A
supplement to the act entitled, *' An act for the sale of
goods distrained for rent, and to secure such goods to

the persons distraining the same, for the better security

of rents, and for other purposes therein mentioned,'*

made report

:

That the joint committee have agreed, to recommend
to the respective Houses the adoption of the amend-
ment, under the following modification t

" And in

case of a removal from, or surrender of any plantation,

or lot of arable land, with or without a tenement or

messuage thereon, taken by the ye- r, the tenant shall

give three months notice thereof to his landloid, previ-

ously to the expiration of his term, under the penalty of

one quarter's rentj to be recovered in the same manner
that rent is or may be recoverable,"

Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Sommer and Mr, Hart,

The said report was again read^ considered, and
adopted.

Ordered, That the Clerk inform the House of Re-
presentatives thereof.

The address to the Governor for the removal from
office of Henry Evans, a justice of the peace i\ Butler

county," was read the second time, coiisidercd, and
(with one verbal amendment) adopted.

65
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0.-dcred, That it be returned to the House of Reprc^

scntativcs, with information, that Senate have passed the'

same with one amendment ; in which the concurrence

of that House is requested.

On motion,

The Senate resumed, in committee of the whole, (Mr.

Miller in the chair) the consideration of the bill entitled,

"An act to amend the act entitled, "An act to raise

and collect county rates and levies." And,
Afier some time,

Tlie committee rose, reported progress, and asked

leave to sit as^ain ; which was not granted.

Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Hart and Mr. Roberts,

The Said bill was postponed generally.

The Clerk oi the House of Representatives presented

an Extract fiom the Journal o{^ that House; which was
read as fallows, fo wit :

*'
I?i the House of Representatives^

''March ii6, 1808.

."Resolved, Thrt the report of the committee of con-

ference, on the bill eiititltd, "A supplement to the act

entitled, "An act for the siile of goods distrained for

Tent, and to secure such goods to the persons distn.inis g
the same, for the better security of rents, and for other

purposes therein mentioned, is ui satisfactoiy to this

House, and that Sc nate be irJoin.td iheitcf ; ahd that

tins House request a second coni( rence iheieon.
" Ai'.d, I'hat lite Senate be informed, that this House

have appointed Messrs. Ingham, Boileau, and M*.
Kenny, a conmnttee to eonitr whh a committee of the

Senate, if the Senate sliould appoint such committee."
l"he bill entitled, " An act making appropriations for

the improvement of sundry state roads in this Common-
wealth, and tor other purposes," was read the second
t"me, as reported by connriittee of the whole, and con-

sidered by section.

bcciion i. being under consideration :

A Hiotion was made by Mr. Roberts and Mr. Brr.dy,

to ametid the section, by striking out the ippiopiiaticn

for the improvement of the state road, in the cour.ty of

Cam.bria, from Blair's Gap, to the west liiiC of the

state;" which was not as^retd to.
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A motion was made by ?.Ir. Laird and Mr. Hiester,
to amend the section, by inserting the foUowirg, to ivk:

" And one thousand dollars for improving \hat p.at
of the road, leading from Catawissa, in Northumber.
land county, to Reading, in Berks county, which lies

between the top ot the Little mountain, and the top of
tlie Tuscarora mountain ;" which was not agreed to.

A motion was then made by Mr. Roberts and Mr.
5^'^cly, to amend the section, by inscrtmg the following^
io wit

:

'' rhat the sum of five hundred dollars be, and the
same is hereby appropriated for the purpose of improv-
ing the state road from Connellsville to the western line

of Somerset county, where the said road crosses the
same ;" which was not agreed to.

A motion was made by Mr. Pennell and Mr. Mitchell,
to postpone the further consideration of the section and
bill generally ; which was not agreed to.

Whereupon,
The Yeas and Nays on adopting the section, were

required by Mi\ Mitchell and M-r. Hiester; and,
On the question being put, tlie Members voted as

follow, to wit

:

YEAS. YEAS.
1. Mr. Blocher, 7. Mr. Rahm,
2. Mr. Brady, 8. Mr. Roberts,
3. M\ Campbell, 9. M:. Slaymaker,
4. M\ Harris, 10. Mr. Vance,
5. M. Mirtin, U. Mc. Lm^e.Spea/cer,
6. M . M'Arthur,

NAYS. NAYS.
1. ilfr. Gress, 6. M\ Lattlmore,
2. M':. H:rt, 7. il/r. Miller,
3. M

. Heston, 8. ilfr. Mitchell,

. 4. M\ Hiester, 9. TIfr. Pennell,
5. My. Laird, 10. Mr. Sommer.

Eleven Yeas and Ten Nays ; by which it appeared,
that the question was determined in the affii-mative.

Seotion H. being under consideration :

A motion was made by Mr. Roberts and Mr, Pen-
nell, to amend the section, by inserting a provi.sion. ro
prevent the payment of any of the rr.ouies 'appropri;ited
h-j the aetj undl it shall ^atisilictorily appear to the
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Governor, that the amount appropriated to each road,

has been faithfully applied ; which was agreed to, and

the section, as amended, adopted.

A motion was m^idc by Mr. M'Arthur and Mr.

Martin, to insert a new section, to be called section III.

*' appropriating eight hundred and fifty dollars for the

improvt-ment of the navigation of French creek ; four

hinidred and twenty-five dollars, for improving the na-

vigation of the outlet of the Coneaut lake, in Craw-
ford county ; and two hundred and twenty-five dollars

for improving the navigation of Brockenstraw creek,

in the counties of Warren and Venango."
On which motion,

. Mr. M* Arthur and Mr. Vacne required the Yeas

and Nays. A id,

Oi the question being put, the Members voted as

follow, to rvit :

YKAS. YEAS.
1. Mr. Blocher, 6. Mr. M 'Arthur,

2. Mr. Brady, 7. Mr. Roberts,

3. Mr. C impbell, 8. Mr. Vance,
4. Mr. Lattimore, 9. Mr Lane, Speaker-

5. Mr. Martin,

NAYS. .-"NAYS.
1. Mr. Gress, 7. Mr. Miller,

2. Mr. Harris, 8. Mr. Mitchell,

3. Mr. Hart, 9. Mr. Pennell,

4. Mr. Heston, 10. Mr. RJim,
5. Mr. Hiester, 11. Mr. Sommer.
6. Mr, Luird,

Nine Yeas and eleven Nays ; by whi'^h it appeared,

that tlie question was determined in the negative.

The title of the bill being under consideration :

A motion was made by Mr. Vance and Mr. Roberts,

to amend the same, so as to read, *' An act making, ap-

propriations for the improvement of sundry state roads

in this Commonwealth ; which was agreed to : and the

title, as amended, adopted.

Ordered, I'hat said bill be prepared for the third

reading.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives informed,
that that H.:vjse have concurred in the amendments by
Senate, to the bills entitled, as fciiov/, to xvit

;
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1. " A further supplement to the act entitled, " An
act to regulate arbitrations and proceedings in courts of

justice."

2. '^Anact for the further establishment and regu-

lation of election districts."

3. " An act to prohibit the sale of lands for taxes,

upon which the state has a lien."

Aid also, That the House of Representatives have

concurred ii part of the amendments by Senate, to

the bill entitled, " An act prohibiting the association of

individuals for the purpose of banking," viz.

For striking out the preamble, and striking from the

title the word "prohibiting," and insert ^' relating to;"

but that they have not concurred in the other amend-

ments.

H- further informed. That the House of Represen-

tatives hwe co.icurred in the airxendaicnt by Senate, to

the bill entitled, " An act making appropriations to de-

fray certain expences of government," with one amend-

ment thereto ; in which the concurrence of Senate is

requested.

And he returned the bill entitled, "A further sup-

plement to the act entided, " An act tor raising county

rates and levies."

And informed, That the House of Representatives

have passed the said bill with amendments j in which

the concurrence of Senate is requested.

The amendments by the House of Representatives on

the last mentioned bill, were read as follow, to wit:

S.xtion I. from lines 4 and 5, strike out these words,

*' and assistant assessors or any two of them ;" make

the same amendment in Hue 6.

Line 7, between the words " townships in," insert

^* incorporated borough or districts."

Line 19, strike out the word " and ;" and, after the

word " townships," insert " incorporated boroughs or

districts."

Section IL line 8, make the same amendment as

in line 19, section L
Line 17, strike out the Hoards "districts and," and

after the word " townships," insert " incorporated bo-

rousrhs and districts."
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Line 19, strike out the word "township.'* "f

Line 20, strike out the words *' and assistant as*-

sessors."

Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Sommer and Mr. Hart,

The said amendments were again read, consider ed,

and concurred in.

Ordered, That the Clerk acquaint the House of Re*
presentdtives thereof.

The amendment by the House of Representative^

to the amendn;entby Stnate, on the bill entitled, " An
act making apjirojDriations to defray certain expences
of .8;overnment," was read as follows, to wit ^

Li line 12, between the words " be and," insert
** except as to such Pennsylvania claimants, who have
released under the said supplement, and whose claims

have been settled by the said commissioners, and grant*

ing patents to Connecticut settlers, who have received

their certificates." And,
On motion of Mr. Roberts and Mr. P nnell,

The said amendment was again read, co.isidtred, and
concurred in.

Ordered, That the Clerk inform the House of Re-
presentatives thereof.

On motion of Mr. Brady and Mr. Roberts,

The Senate adjourned till half past 7 o'clock, in tlie

evening.

SAME EVENING.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives pre-

sented for signature, sixteen bills, and a resolution, en-

dtled respectively as follow, to wit

:

L "An act to authorize the sale of certain real es-

tate, late the property of James Castilloe, and for other

purposes therein mentioned."
2. " An act supplementary to the penal laws of this

Connnon wealth."

3. *' An act to continue an act entitled, '' An act to

.provide for the inspection of ground black oak bark,

intended for esportatio;^"

4. " An act to afford immediate relief to Michael
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iDrury, a soldier during the revolutionary war, v.nd to

grant him an annuity."

5. " An act for the relief of Mary Backhouse."

6. "Anact granting Robert Hunter an annui-}' for

life."

7» **An act to afford immediate relief to Albright

Weaver, a soldier during the revolutionary war, and to

grant him an annuity."

8. " An act for annexing part of Northumberland
county to the county of Luzernt."

9* " A further sup[ lement to the act entitled, " Aa
act to alter the, judiciary system of this Comn.on-
Wealth."

10. *' An act to repeal the act entitled, *' An act to

regulate fiences, and to encouruge the raising of swine,

and for other purposes, so tar as respects the coun»

ties of Washington and Allegheny."

11. " An act further to extend the time for patent*

ing lands, and for other purposes."

12. " A further supplement to the act entitled, "An
!act to regulate arbitrations and proceedings in courts of

justice."

13. " An act to prohibit the sale of lands for taxes,

Upon which the state has a lien."

14. " A supplement to an act entitled, "An act se-

curing to mechanics and others, payment for tlieir la! -or

and materials, in erecting any house or other building

within the city and cou ny of Philadelphia."

15. '' An act for the relief of John M'Conahey."
16. "An act for ihe further establishment and regu-

Lition of election districts."

17. *' A resolution for supplying Members of the

present Legislature with the eighth volume and the iau s

of the present session."

Whereupon,
The Speaker siprned the said bills, and resolution.

The Extract from the Journal of the House of Repre-

sentatives, informing that the report of the committee

of conference on the bill respecting rents, is unsatisfac-

tory, and requesting a second conference tiieieon. was
again read.

Whereupon,
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Resolved, That Mr. Sommer, Mr. Brady, and MW
Kariis, be a committee to confer \\ith the committee
of" the House of Representatives on the said subject.

Ordered, Thiit the Clerk acquaint the House of

Representatives accordingly.

The "Resolution for the distribution of certain laws

remaininti in the Secretary's office," was read the second
time ; and, beii.g under consideration :

A nsotion was made by Mr. Harris and Mr. Haft, to

amend the same, by inserting the following at the end
of the resolution, to wit : .

" And, on the removal from office of any such judge
or justice, by death, resignation, or otherwise, to be
delivered over to his successor in office, or to the nearest

judge or justice, who may not have been supplied with
such laws, and so on as often as a removal of an} judt e
or justice of the peace shall take place ;" which wuSf

agreed to : and, the resolution as amended, adopted.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Re-
presentatives, with information, that Senate have pa^^ed

the same with one amendment (as above); in which
the concurrence of that House is requested.

The message from the House of Representatives in-

forming, That they have concurred ii.- part, and non-con-

curred in others, of the amendments by Senate, on the

bill eritlticd, " An act to prohibit the association of m-
dividuals for the purpose of banking," was again read*

Y\' hereupon.

Resolved, That Senate do insist upon their amend-
ment not concurred in by the House ol Representatives,

on the said bill. And,
Oidertd, That the Clerk acquaint the House of

Representatives thereof.

The bill entitled, '' An act to approve the report of
the commissioners, appointed to explore and mark out

a road from the point where the Coshecton and Great
Bend turnpike passes throuu;h Moosic mountain, to

the west line of the state, and for other purposes," was
read the secorsd time, as reported by committee of the

whole, and considered by section.

Section i being under consideration :

A motion was made by Mr, M' Arthur and Mn
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Vance, to amend the section, by adding the following
thereto, to ivit :

" And also to direct the supervisors of said coun-
ties, to open and keep said roads in repair;" which
was agreed to, and the section as amended, adopted.

Sections II. and III. were severally agreed tcx

Section IV. being under consideration :

A motion Was made by Mn Sommer and Mn Ro-
berts, to amend the section, so that the duties therein

enjoined on the county-treasurers within this Com^
monwealth, should apply only to " the treasurers of

the counties through which the road may pass ;" which
was agreed to, and the section as amended, adopted.

The title being agreed to :

Ordered, That said bill be prepared for the third

reading.

Mr. Miller, from the committee appointed for that

purpose, made report, That the committee, in conjunc-

tion with the committee of the House of Rcpresenta-^

lives, this day presented to the Governor for his ap-

probation, the bills and resolution, entitled as follow,

to wit ;

1. " An act further to extend the time for patent--

ing lands, and for other purposes."

2. *' An act to authorize the sale of certain real cs-i

tate, late the property of James Costilloe, and for other

purposes therein mentioned."
3. *' An act to repeal the act entitled, " An act to

regulate fences, and to encourage the raising of swine,

and for other purposes, so far as respects the coun-

ties of Washington and Allegheny."

4. '* An act to afford immediate relief to Albright

Weaver, a soldier during the revolutionary war, and to

grant him an annuity."

5. *• An act to continue an act entitled, " An act to

provide for the inspection of ground black oak bark,

intended for exportation."

6. '• An act to afford immediate relief to Michael
Drurr, a soldier durmg the revolutionary war, and to

grant him an annuity."

7. " An act for the relief of John M'Conahey.'*
8. " A suoplement to an act entitled, '* An act se-

66
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curing- to mechanics and others, payment for their labor

and materials, in erecting any house or other building

within the ciiy and county of Philadelphia."

9. " An act for the relief of Mary Backhouse."
10. " A further supplement to the act entitled, "An

act to alter the judiciary system of this Common-
wealth."

11. " An act supplementary to the penal laws of this

Commonwealth."
12. " An act for annexing part of Northumberland

county to the county of Luzerne."
13. "An act grantins: Robert Hunter an annuity for

life."

14. "An act for ihe further establishment and regu-

lation of election districts."

15. " A resclution for supph ing Members of the

present Legislature with the eighth volume and the laws

of the pi-esent session."

Adjourned till 9 o'clock, Tvlondny moining.

Mr. Vance, from the committee of accounts, made
final report, to rvit

:

That the following accounts were presented to the

committee, and are unpaid, to wit

:

William M'Corkle, for newspapers, S 16 22
William Hamilton, ditto, - 6
Hugh Hamilton, ditto, - 2 8
Samuel H. Smith, ditto, - 14 50
Charles M'Dowel, ditto, - 3
James Kobison, ditto, - 2 33
E. Bronson, ditto, - 4 63
George Sherman, ditto, - 1 50
George Helmbold, ditto, - 2 55
John Wilson, for cabinet work, 11
George Hcckert, for transcribing, 91 87i
Postage on sundry letters, containing the

above accounts, 40

S 156 8*
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Therefore,

Resolved, That the Speaker draw his warrant on the

State-Treasurer, in fovor of George Bryan, Clerk of

the Senate, for one hundred and fifty-six dollars, eight

and a half cents, to enable him to discharge the

above accounts.

Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Mitchell and Mr. Martin,

The said report was again read, considered, and

the resolution thereto attached, adopted.

And a warrant accordingly so drawn.

On motion of Mr. Vance and Mr. Heston,

The following resolution was twice read, considered,

and adopted, to wit

:

Resolved, That the Speaker draw his warrant on
the State-Treasurer, in favor of George Bryan, Clerk

of the Senate, for three hundred dohars, to enable

him to discharge the accounts of such printers of
newspapers, who have not furnished their accounts

;

also, to provide wood for the next session, and pay
other contingencies ; he to be accountable therefor.

And a warrant accordingly so drawn.

Mr. Sommer, from the committee appointed again

to confer with a committee of the House of Repre-
sentatives, on an amendment by Senate, to the bill

entitled, "A supplement to an act entitled, " An act

for the sale of goods distrained for rent, and to se-

cure such goods to the persons distraining the same,
for the better security of rents, and for other pur-

poses therein mentioned," made report:

That they have conferred on the subject of their

appointment, without being able to agree ; the joint

committee therefore recommend to their respective

Houses, that they be discharged.

Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Sommer and Mr .Pennell,

The said report was again read, considered, and
adopted.

Ordered, That the Clerk acquaint the House of
Representatives thereof.

The bill entided, " An act making appropriations

for the improvement of sundry state roads in this
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Commonwealth, and for other purposes," was read

the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, " Shall this billpass ?" being put, was

determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it he returned to the House of

Representatives, with information, that Senate have

passed the said bill with amendments; in which the

concurrence of that House is requested.

The amendments are :

Section I. line 4, make the word "nine,'' read

seven."

Strike from lines 6, 7, 8, and 9, the appropriation

for irnprovini^ tiie road from Pocono mountain, to the

north line of the state, commonly called the north and
south road.

Line 26, insert, " for improving the post road from
Mcroersburg to M'Connehbburg, five hundred dol-

lars," and strike out the appropriation of five hundred
dollirs for improving the road from M'Kean's tavern,

in Black's gap, to Black's tavern, in Adams county.

Line 28, after the appropriation of one thousand

five hundred dollars for improving state roads in

Somerset count}', insert *' to be applied in the fol-

lowing manner : five hundred and seventy-five dollars

for improving the Pennsylvania state road through

S:oystovvn ; five hundred and seventy-five dollars, for

improving the Glade state road through the town of

Somerset ; and three hundred and fifty dollars, for

improvir.g the new Greensburg road between the

town or" Somerset, and the line of Westmoreland
county."

Strike from lines 2>9, 40, and 41, the appropriation

of five hundred dollars, for improving the state road

in Cambria county, from Blair's gap westwardly.

Sirike out sections H. HL and IV.
Section V. now section H. amend so, that the

money appropri ited by the act, shall not be dr awn
from the State-Treasury, until an equal amount has

been expended on the reads respectively, by the county
commissioners ; tlie accounts settled ; and the appro-



JOURNAL OF THE SENATE. 525

priation accounted for, to the satisfaction of the Go-
vernor.

(See Journal of yesterday.)

Strike out sections VI. and VII. and, from the title,

the words " and for other purposes."

On motion of Mr. Vance and Mr. Heston,

The following resolution was twice read, considered,

and adopted, to wit :

Resolved, " That the Clerk prepare an Index to

the Journal of the present session, and cause the

same to be printed, and attached thereto.

The bill entitled, '* An act to approve the report of
the commissioners, appointed to explore and mark out
a road from the point where the Coshecton and Great
Bend turnpike passes thipugh Moosic mountain, to

the west line of the state, and for other purposes," v/as

read the third time.

Whereupon,
The question, " Shall this bill passP'' being put,

was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Re-
presentatives, with information, that Senate have passed
the said bill with amendments

,
(see Journal of yester-

day) ; in which the concurrence of that House is

requested.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives re-

turned the bills, entitled as follow,

:

1. " An act for the relief of John Cavenough.'*
2. *' An act for the relief of the trustees of the

Northumberland academy."
., And informed, That the House of Representatives

have passed the same, the first without amendment,
and the latter with amendments ; in which the con-
currence of Senate is requested.

He informed further, That the House of Repre-
sentatives have concurred in the amendment by Senate,
to^ the " Resolution directing the distribution of cer-

tain laws remaining in the Secretary's Office.''

And, That they have receded from their non-con-
currence to the first amendment by Senate, to the

bill entitled, *'An act prohibiting the association of

Individuals for the purpo!ie of banking," but adhere

to their nou- concurrence in the other two.
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Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Roberts and Mr. Sommer,
Resolved, That Senate recede from their amend-

ments, non-concurred in by the House of Representa-
tives, on the hist mentioned bill; that is, the Hid
section, and the corresponding amendment in the

tide.

Ordered, That the Clerk acquaint the House of Re-
presentatives thereof.

The amendment by the House of Representatives,
on the bill entided, " An act for the relief of the
trustees of the Northumberland academy," was read
s;s follows, to wit :

Section I. strike out all that follows the word " the,'*

in line 4, to the word " provided," line 8 ; and in-

sert *' Treasurer of Northumberland county shall

pay out of the arrears of Loan-Office money, which
may come into his hands, the sum of two thousand
dollars to the trustees of Northumberland academy,
for the use thereof; for which sum the said trea-

surer shall have credit, from time to time, in the

settlement of his accounts with the accountant offi-

cers, on producing the receipts of the said trustees or
their treasurer."

Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Laird and Mr. Heston,
The said amendment was again read, considered,

and concurred in.

Ordered, That the Clerk acquaint the House of Re-
presentatives thereof.

On motion of Mr. Sommer and Mr. Roberts,
The Senate adjourned till 12 o'clock, at noon.

SAME DAY.. ...at noon.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives pre-

sented for signature, the bills, entitled as follow, to

•wit :

1. "A further supplement to the act entitled, " An
act for raising county rates and levies."

2, " An act repealing the first section of an act en-
titled, " An act supplementary to an act entitled, " An
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act that no public house or inn within this province be

kept without licence."

3. " An act to dissolve the marriage of Jacob

Mayer and Catharine his wife."

4. *' An act for the relief of John Cavcnoiigh."
" An address to the Governor, for the removal from

office of Henry Evans, a justice of the peace, in But-

ler county."

He returned the bills, entitled as follow, to wH :

1. "An act for the relief of Edward Cavenough."
2. *' A supplement to an act entitled, "An act to

incorporate trustees for the Meadvilie academy, and to

establish the same."
3. ** An act to alter certain parts of tlie line which

divides the counties of Mercer and Crawford."

4. " An act granting an annuity to Jonathan Guy."
5. " An act granting an annuity for the use of Joha

Maloney."
6. *' An act for the relief of the heirs of Christopher

Walthour, senior, deceased."

And informed. That the House of Representatives

have passed the said bills, the last mentioned with one
amendment; in which the concurrence of Senate is

requested. The others without amendment.
The amendment by the House of Representatives on.

the last mentioned bill, was read, as follows, to ivit:

Section I. lines 18 and 19, strikeout " of their con-

stituents," and insert in lieu thereof, *' those whom they
respectively represent"

Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Brady and Mr. Harris,

The said amendment was again read, consideredj

and concurred in.

Ordered, That the Clerk acquaint the House of Re-
presentatives thereof.

The Speaker signed the bills, presented for sig-

nature.

A motion was made by Mr. Roberts and Mr.
Laird, that Senate recede from their amendment, non-
concurred in by the House of Representatives, on the

bill entitled, " A supplement to the act entitled, "An
act for the sale of goods distrained fox rent, and to ae-
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cure such goods to the persons distraining the same, for

llie better security of rents, and for other purposes
therein mentioned."

Mr« Sommer and Mr. Pennell objected to the mo-
tion, on the point of order, and requested a decision

thereon by the Speaker.

The Speaker remarked, That, as the case was
novel, and of a peculiar nature, he had doubts, and
was n(jt prepared to decide ; and therefore submitted it

to the Senate.

Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Sornmer and Mr. Pennell,

The Speaker put the following question, *' Is the

fiiotion ofMr. Roberts and Mr. Laird in order .*"' which
Nvas determined in the negative.

On motion of Mr. Hart and Mr. Hiester,

The Senate adjourned till 3 o'clock, in the af-

ternoon.

SAME DAY..,.in the afternoon,

Mr. M'Arthur, from the committee appointed for

that purpose, on the twenty-fourth instant, reported

the bill entitled, " An act for ascertaining whether the

several warrantees, their heirs, and assigns, have fully

and fairly complied with the conditions of improve-

ment £ind settlement, as is required under the autho-

rity of an act entitled, "An act for the sale of vacant

lands within this Commonwealth," passed the third

day of April, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-

two ; ^vhich was read the first time.

The Clerk ofthe House of Representatives informed,

That that House have concurred in the amendments
by Senate, to the bills entitled, "An act making appro-

priations for the improvement of sundry state roads in

this Commonwealth," and " An act to approve the

report of the commissioners appointed to explore and
mark out a road from the point, v/here the Coshecton

and Great Bend turnpike passes through Moosic moun-
tain, to the west line of the state, and for other pur-

poses."

I'hat they have agreed to the report of the second
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committee of conference, on the biil entitled, *'A sup=
plement to the act entitled, "An^act for the sale of
goods distrained for rent, and to secure such goods to

the persons distraining the same, for the better security

of rents, and f r ether purposes therein mentioned ,>'*

And, that they have receded from their amendnients,

not concurred in by Senate, to the bill entided, "A
supplement to an act entitled, " An act for raising by
way of lottery the sum of six thousand dollars for de-

fraying the expences of making an aqueduct to conduct
w:<'rT into the town of Meadville."

And he presented for concurrence, " A resolution

directing the Secretary of the Commonwealth, to pub-
lish certain laws in newspapers ;" which was read the

first time.

Whereupon,
On motion of Mr. Harris and Mr. Mitchell,

The said resolution was again read, considered, and
adopted.

Ordered, That it be returned to the House of Repre-

sentatives, with information, that Senate have passed the

same Vv^ithout amendment.
The Clerk of the House of Representatives pre-

sented for signature, the bills entitled as follow, to wit :

1. *' An act making appropriations for the improve-

ment of certain roads in this Commonwealth."
2. " An act making appropriations to defray certain

expences of government."

3. " An act to approve the report of the commis-
sioners, appointed to explore and mark out a read from

the point, where the Coshectcn and Great bend turnpike

passes through Moosic mountain, to the west line of

the stjite, and for other purposes."

4.. " An act for the relief of the heirs of Christo-

pher Walthour, senior, deceased."

5. "An act for the relief of Edward Cavenough."

6. *' A supplement to die act entitled, " An act to

iiicorporate trustees for the Meadville academy, and

to establish the same."

7. " An act for die relief of Jonathan Gny."
8. " A supplement to the act entitled, " An act for

ralsinir bv wav cf lottery the sum of: : six ^piousand
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dollars, for defraying the expences of making an aqiie-

duct to conduct water into the tovvn of Meadyilit,"

9. " An act for the relief of the trustees of the

Northumberland academy."
10. '' An act granting an annuity for the use of

John Maloney."
11. "An act to alter a certain part of the line,

which divides the counties of Mercer and Crawford."

12. " An act relative to th^ association of individuals

for the purpose of banking."
'* A resolution directing the distribution of certain

laws remaining in the Secretary's cfiice.''

"A resolution directing the Secretary of the Common-
wealth, to publish certain laws in newspapers. ''

Whereupon,
The Speaker signed the said bills and resolutions.

On motion of Mr. Pennell and Mr. Vc.nce,

Resolved, That the Clerk cause the accounts of the

contingent expences of the several offices, to be erjtered

in detail at the end of the Journal as an appendix.

Mr. Miller, from the committee appointed for that

purpose, made report thatthe committee, in conjunctioli

with the committee of the House of Representatives,

have presented to the Governor for his approbation, the

bills and resolutions entitled as follow, to wit

:

1. " A further supplement to the act entitled, "An
act to regulate arbitrations and proceedings in courts of

justice."

2- " An act to prohibit the sale of land for taxes,

upon which the state has a lien."

3. " An act m.aking appropriations to defray certain

expences of government."
4. " An act approve the report of the commis-

sioners appointed to explore and iTiark out a road,

from the point where the Coshecton and Great-Bend
turnpike passes through Moosic mountain, to the west
line of the state, and for other purposes."

5. " An act relative to the association of individuals,

or the purpose of banking."
6. " A further supplement to the act entitled, "An

act for raising county rates and levies."

7. "An act for the relief of the Northumberland
cademy."
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8. " An act to repeal the first section of an act, sup-

plementary to an act entitled, " An act that no public

house or inn within this province, be kept without

licence-"

9. " An act dissolving the marriage of Jacob Ma3'erj

and Catharine his wife."

10 " An act for the relief of John Cavenough."
11. *' An act for the relief of the heirs of Christo-

pher Walthour, senior, deceased."

12 ** A supplement to the act entitled, " An act to

incorporate trustees for the Meadville academy, and to

establish the same.

"

13. "An act to alter a certain part of the line which
divides the counties of Mercer and Crawford."

14. " An act for the relief of Edward Cavenough.'*

15. " An act making appropriations for the improve-

ment of sundry state roads, within this Common-
wealth."

16. " An act granting an annuity to Jonathan

Guy."
17. " An act granting an annuity for the use of John

Maloney,"
18. " A Supplement to. an act entitled, " An act for

raising by way of Lottery, the sum of six thousand dol-

lars, to defray the expences of making an aqueduct to

conduct water into the tovvn of Meadville."
** A resolution directing the distfibution of certain

laws remaining in the Secretary's Office."
" A resolution directini^ the Secretary of the Com-

monwealth, to publish certain laws in the newspapers."

Also, That they had presented to him, "An address

for the removal from office of Henry Evans, a justice

of the peace in Butler county,"

After some tune,

The Deputy. Secretary of the Commonwealth pre-

sented two several messages from the Governor, which
were read, as follow, to wit :

'"''To the Senate and House of Representatives of the

Commonxvealth of Pennsylvania.

^'Gentlemen,
" I HAVE this day approved and

signed the following Acts of the General Assembly,
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and .have diiected the Secretary to return them to

the House, in which they respective!}^ originated, viz.

1. " An act further to extend the time for patents

ing lands, and for other purposes."

2. " An act for the further estabhshment and regu-

lation of election districts."

3. ''A further supplement to the act entitled, "An
act to alter the judiciary system of this Common-
wealth."

4. "An act granting Robert Hunter an annul cy for

life."

5. "An act to authorize the sale of certain real es-

tate, late the property of J;.i.rnes Coslilloe, and for other

purposes therein mentioned."
6. "An act for annexing part of Northumberland

county to the county of Luzerne."
7. *' An act to continue an act entided, *' An act to

provide for the inspection of ground black oak bark,

intended for exportation."

8. " An act for the relief of Jolm MConahey."
9. " An act for the relief of Mary Backhouse." .

10. "An act to afford immediate relief to Albright

Weaver, a soldier during the revolutionary war, ancl to

grant him an annuity."

11. " An act to repeal the act entitled, " An act to

regulate fences, and to encourage the raising of swine,

and for other purposes, so far as respects the coun-

ties of Washington and Allegheny."
12. " An act to afford immediate relief to Michael

Dnirj'-, a soldier during the revolutionary war, and to

grmt him an annuity."

13. "A supplement to an act entitled, "An act se-

curing to mechanics and others, payment for their labor

and materials, in erecting any house or other building

within the city and county of Fiiiladelphia."

14. " An act supplementary to the penal laws of this

Commonwealth."
15. " A further supplement to the act entitled, "An

act for raising county rates and levies."

16. " An act to dissolve the marria;je cf JacobO
Mayer and Catharine his v/ife.

"

17. " A further supplement to the act entitled, "An
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act to regulate arbitrations and proceedings in courts of

justice."

18. " An act repealing the first section of an act en-

titled, "An act supplementary to an act entitled. "An
act that no public house or inn within this province be

kept without licence."

19. " An act to prohibit the sale of lauds for taxes,

on which the state has a lien."

20. " An act for the relief of Edward Cavenough."
21. " A supplement to an act entitled, " An act for

raising by way of lottery the sum of six thousand dol-

lars, for defraying the expences of making an aqueduct

to conduct water into the town of Mcadviile.

"

22. " An act to approve the report of the commis-
sioners, appointed to explore and mark out a road from
the point where the Cosliccton and Great Bend turnpike

passes tljrough Moosic mountaliij to the west hoe of the

state, and for other purposes."

23. *' A supplement to an act entitled, " An act to

incorporate trustees for the Meadvillc academy, and to

establish the same."
24. *' An act making appropriations to defray certain

expences of government."
25. " An act granting an annuity to Jonathan Guy."
26. " An act to alter certain parts of the line which

divides the counties of Mercer and Crawford."

27. ' An act for the relief of the trustees of the

Northumberland academy."
28. " An act granting an annuiiy for the use of Jolm

Maloney."
29. " An act for the relief of the heirs of Christopher

Walthour, senior, deceased.''

30. " An act making, appropriations for the .improve-

ment of sundry state roads in this Commonwealth."
31. " An act for the relief of John Cavenough."
32. '* A resolution directing the Secretary of the

Commonwealth, to transmit to each of the Members
of the present Legislature, as sirali. apply for tiie same,

a copy of the Laws passed at the present session, and
of the eighth volume of the Lav/s, now printing by John
Bioren."

33. " A resolution directins: the distribution of three
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huixlred copies of Carey and Bioren's edition of the

Laws, and Bioren's contiiiuation/'

34. "A resolution directing the Secretary of the

Commonwealth, to cause to be printed certain Laws

therein mentioned."
" THOMAS M'KEAN.

''Lancaster, March 28, 1808."

" To the Senate and House of Representatives ofthe

Commonwealth of Fennsyhania,

*' Gentlemen,
«' I HAVE this day approved and signed

an act entitled, " An act relating to the association of

individuals, for the purpose of banking," and directed

the Secretary to return the same to the House ©f Re-

presentatives, in which it originated.
^ "THOMAS M'KEAN.
''Lancaster, March2Q, 1808."

On motion of Mr. Harris and Mr. Sommer,

Resolved, That a committee be appointed, to join a

committee of the House of Representatives, to wait

UDon the Governor, and inform him, that the Legisla-

ture have agreed to adjourn this day ; and to know

whether he has any further communications to make

at this time.

Orce ed. That Mr. Sommer and Mr. Harris, be the

committee, and that the Clerk acquaint the House of

RcT^resentatives thereof.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented

an Extract from the Journal of that House ; which was

read, as follows, to wit :

"Li the House of Represe7itatives,

" March 28, 1808.

*' Resolved, That a committee be appointed, to join a

committee of the Senate, to inform the Governor, that

the Legislature have agreed to adjourn this day ; and

to know whether he has any further communications

to make at this time. And.
'• Ordered, That Messrs. Porter and Bethel, be a

committee for that purpose."

Mr. Harris, from the committee appointed to wait

upon the Governor, made report

:
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That they had performed that service ; and that the

Governor informed them, he had no further communi-
cations to make at this time.

Mr. Miller, from the committee appointed for that

purpose, made report :

That, in conjunction with the committee of the House
of Representatives, they have deposited in the Rolls-

Office, the acts which have passed in the present ses-

sion,' entitled respectively, to wit ;

1. An act to alter and amend the several laws of

this Commonwealth, relative to domestic attachments.

2. An act to enable Ann Rambo, executrix, and

Jacob Shainline executor of the kist will and testament

of Abraham Rambo, to execute a deed of conveyance

for a lot of ground, in Upper Merion township, Mont-
gomery county.

3. An act to extend an act entitled, " An act to au-

thorize the Secretary of the Land- office to sign patents

for land, and land warrants."

4. An act to incorporate the trustees of the second

Baptist church and congregation, in Philadelphia.

5. An act vesting a title to sixty acres of land, in

Somerset township, Somerset county, in certain trus-

tees and their successors, for the benefit of a congrega-

tion, composed of Presb3^terians and Lutherans.

6. An act to empower the corporation of the German
reformed congregation in Germantown, in the county of

Philadelphia, to sell and convey a certain messuage, and
lot of ground therein mentioned,

7. An act to raise by way of lottery, a sum of mo-
ney, for the purpose of completing a meeting-house, in

the township of Shamoken, Northumberland county.

8. An act to establish a public ferry, on the East
side, of the river Susquehanna, in the county of Dau-
phin, and to vest the right thereof in William Moore-
head, his heirs and assigns.

9. An act to change the name of John Powel Hare,
to John Hare Powel.

10. An act supplementary to an act, entitled, "An
act for establishing the seat of justice, in the county of
Tioga, and for other purposes."

11. An act to declare certain parts of Muddy creek,

in the county of Crawford; a public highway.
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12. An act declaring part of Lackawaxen creek, in

Wayne county, a public highway.

13. An act granting to Samuel Kockooyaei, a tract

of donation land.

14. An act to confirm to certain persons, holding

an island in the river Delaware, their title to the same.

15. An act to alter an act entitled, " An act to erect

the town of Harrisburg, in the county of Dauphin, into

a borough."

16. An act to incorporate the Evangelical Lutheran

congregation, of Saint John's church, in the city and

vicinity of Philadelphia.

17. An act granting a tract of donation land, to

James Norris.

18. An act declaring part of Wallenpaupack creek,

in "Wayne county, a public highway.

19. An act to enable the trustees of the German
Lutheran congregation, of the townships of Albany and

Linn, in Berks and Northampton counties, to convey

to the trustees cf the German reformed cor>gregation,

an equal right to a church, and a tract of land therein

described,

20. An act for the further relief of Charles Thom-
son.

2L An act for the relief of Thomas Cox.
22. An act to raise by way of lottery, a sum of

money for the purpose of purchasing a burial ground,

for die society of Universahsts in the city of Philadel-

phia, and to pay a debt by them contracted, m the

building a hoube for public Vvorship and the finishing

tlie same.

23. An act establib/nir^q ;in academy, in the borough

of Union tovrn, in the county of Fayette.

24. An act autnoriziusr the court of quarter sessions,

cf Indiana county, to direct a review- of that part of the

state road, leading from Blair's Gap, to the western

boundary line of tlie state, wliich lies between the town
of Indiana, and the seventh nrile-tree westward.

25. An act for the relief of Nathaniel Coulter.

2(). An act to allow furtlKr time, ^or completing

the Frankford and Bristol turnpike road, and erecting a

bridge over Neshamin}' creek.
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27. An act to raise b}^ way of lottery, a sum not ex-
ceeding two thousand dollars, for building a house for

religious worship, in Limerick township, Montgomery
county.

23-. An act for the relief of Dillaplain Ridgway.
29. An act to raise by way of lottery, a sum of mo-

ney for the purpose of finishing the meeting-house in

Wilkesbarre, and for protecting the bank ot the river

opposite the borough, from the encroachments of the
river.

30. An act to enable Joseph Marshall, and William
Marshall, to sell and convey the real estate of Andrew
Marshall, late of Hamilton township, Franklin county,
deceased.

3L An act to declare masquerades, and masqued
balls, to be common nuisances ; and to punish those
who promote or encourage them.

32. An act to raise by way of lottery, a sum of mo-
ney for the purpose of erecting a school-house, for the

use of the joint Lutheran and reformed congregations,

at the Union church, in Whitehall township, in the

couu'y of Northampton, and to defray the expences of
said church.

33. An act granting Joseph Gwyne, the deprecia-

tion of his pay as a soldier.

34. An act to raise by way of lottery, a sum not

exceeding four thousand dollars, for purchasing a lot or

lots of ground, building a school-house, and house for

religious worship thereon, in the borough of Bedford.

35. An act to enable the Governor to incorporate a
company, to make an artificial road, by the best and
nearest route, from the town of Hanover in the county
of York, to the Maryland line ; at or near die place the

turnpike from Baltimore, to the state line, towards

Hanover, will strike the same.

36. An act for the relief of the inhabitants of the

village of Palmyra, in the township of Londonderry,

Dauphin county.

37. A further supplement to the act entitled, " An
act to provide for the erection of a house, for the em-
ployment and support of the poor, in the county of

Dauphin,

"

68
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58. An act to authorize and empower Priscilla Dill,

widow of Thomas Dill, deceased, William Wireman,
senior, and William Wireman, junior, guardians- of

the n\inor children of Thomas Dill, and administrators

of the estate ef Caleb Dill, deceased, to sell and con-

ve}^ one fourth part of two several tracts of land, in

Monahan township, in the county of York.

39. An act s^rantin? a tract of donation land to

"William N. Cormick.

40. An act to raise by way of lottery, a sum of

money to defray the expcnces incurred by the trustees

of the German Presbyterian, and German Lutheran

congregations in the borough of Carlisle and its vicinity,

in the county of Cumberland. ^

4L An act to change the name of Christian Febiger

Carson, to Christian Carson Febiger.

42. An act to enable the elders, wardens, and
members of the Lutheran and Presbyterian congre-

gations, in Robinson township, Berks county, to raise

by way of lottery, a sum of money for the purpose of

building a rneetiiig- house and school house, in the said

township.

43. An act granting a tract of donation land to

John Morris.

44. An act to raise by way of lottery, a sum not

exceeding two thousand five hundred dollars, for finish-

ing a church in the town of Hanover, in the county of

York.
45. An act to raise by way cf lottery, a sum of

money for the purpose of erecting a school-house, in

Shippensburg, in the county of Cumberland.
46. An act to validate and confirm tlie proceedings

of certain justices of the peace in the count} of Adams,
in cases therein mentioned.

47. An act for the relief of Samuel Ashton.

48. An act to enable commissioners to convey lots

in the town of Fanetsburg, in the county of Franklin.

49. An act for establishing and building a bridge

across the river Schuylkill, at or near the falls thereof.

50 An act enjoining certain duties upon the Trea-

surer of this Commonwealth.
51. An act making an appropriation to complete
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the powder magazine of the state, in the county of

Rliiladelphia.

52. An act to raise' by way of lottery a sum of mo-

ney, for the puipose of buildinj2^ a meeting-house in the

borough of Chambersburg, FrankHn county.

53. An act to enable Israel Roberts, John Ogden,

and William Levis, junior, guardians of the minor

children of Seth Pancoast, deceased, to sell and convey
certain real estate therein mentioned.

54. A supplement to an act entitled, " An ?.ct di-

recting the mode of settling a,ccounts in the Land-office,

and to prevent frauds in obtaining land warrants.

55. An act to enable the administrators of Peter

Ankeny, late of tlie county of Somerset, deceased, to

convey certain lots of ground in the borough of Somer-
set, to the purchasers thereof.

56. An act to enable certain persons therein named,
to sell and convey a Messuage and lot of ground devised

by the late John Keble, to the corporation of St. Paul's

church, in the city of Philadelphia, for the use of aged
widows, conmumicants of said church.

57. An act to authorize certain persons therein

named to raise by way of lottery, a sum of money to

enable them to finish a church in the town of Coluuibia,

and to pay the debts contracted in building the same.

58. An act for the improvement of the State.

59. An act to fix the number of Senators, form
the state into districts, and determine the portion to

be alioted to each ; also to fix the number of Represen-

tatives for the city and several counties of the Com-
monwealth, in pursuance of the provisions of the Con-
stitution.

60. An act to authorize Jacob Rudizcil and Georo;e

Kerl, administrators of the estate of George Kerl,

deceased, or the survivor of them, to convey a part of

a tract of land therein described to William Young.
61. An act granting an annuity to Thomas Snow-

den.

62. An act to afford immediate relief to James
Waters, a soldier during the revolutionary war, and to

grant hiiri an annuity.

63. An act to alter the time of hvildins: the fairs in

the borough of Carlisle, in the county of Cumberland.
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64. An act declaring Big Mahoning creek, in

Armstrong and Indiana counties, a public highway.

65. An act to raise by way of lottery a sum of mo-
ney, for the purpose of erecting a school-house in

Mayerstown, in the county of Dauphin.

66. An act discharging the sureties of Jonathan

Penrose, deceased ; late sheriff of the city and county
of Philadelphia, from the payment of a sum of money
therein mentioned.

67. A supplement to an act entitled, *' A supple-

ment to an act entitled, " An act for the more speedy

and effectual collection of certain debts due to the Com-
monwealth."

68. An act to provide for the erection of a house
for the employment and support of the poor, in the

county of Cumberland.
69. An act to authorize the commissioners of the

county of Northampton, to affirm a contract made with

Jacob Stroud.

70. An act granting an annuity to Christian

Shockey.

71. An act incorporating the Roman Catholic con-

gregation of Christ church, in the borough of West-
chester, in the county of Chester, and for other pur-

poses therein mentioned.

72. An act to exonerate the real estate of Adam
Nees, deceased, from a lien, which the Common-
wealth is supposed to have on the same.

73. An act to enable the Governor to incorporate a

company, for making an artifici.il road, from the city

of Philadelphia, by Chad's Ford, on Brandyw^ine, to

the line of the state, in a direction towards Baltimore.

74. An act authorizing the Governor to contract

with John Bioren, to print the laws of this Common-
wealth.

75. A supplement to the act, for the regulation of

the Militia of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

76. An act granting certain powers to the inhabi-

tants of the northern part of the township of Moya-
mensing.

77. An act supplementary to an act, passed the

second day of March, one thousand eight hundred and
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five, entitled, "An act to organize the provisional

county of Armstrong."
78. An act to establish a public ferry, on the North

side of the West branch of the Susquehanna river, in

the county of Lycoming, and to vest the right thereof,

in Martin Updegraff, his heirs, and assigns.

79. An act to vest in, and confirm to the elders and
wardens of the joint congregations of Lutherans, and
German reformed church of Zion, in Windsor town-
ship, in the county o^ Berks, the title to a tract of land
therein mentioned.

80. An act supplementary to an act entitled, *' An
act to organize the provisional county of Venango.

81. An act granting a sum of money to Elizabeth
Buch, or otherwise Pugh, for services rendered by her
late husband in the revolu'.ionary war.

82. An act dn^ecting the distributing of the digest

of the laws of this Commonwealth, in the German
language.

83. An act to vest in, and confirm to the elders and
wardens of the joint congregations of Lutherans, and
German reformed church in Bern township, in the

county of Berks, the title to a tract of land therein

mentioned.

84. A supplement to an act entitled, " An act to

enable the Governor of this Commonwealth, to incor-

porate a company to make an artificial road from the

Susquehanna river, at or near Wright's ferry, to the
borou&h of York."

85. An act to revive the act entitled, " An act pro-

viding that the person of a debtor shall not be liable to

imprisonment for debt, after delivering up his estate,

for the benefit of his creditors, unless he hath been
guilty of fraud or embezzlement."

o5. An act authorizing the administrators to the es-

tate of Jonas Heverstrite, to convey a lot of ground in

Abington township, Montgomery county.

87. An act declaring the marriage of Samuel Hamm,
and Mary Hamm, (late Mary Beerbrower) to be frau-

dulent, null, and void.

88. An act supplementary to an act entitled, " An
act to erect the town of Cannonsburg, in the county
of Washington, into a borough."
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89. An act declaring the Little Juniata river, in the

county of Huntingdon, a public highway.
90. An act appropriating the state-house in the city

of Philadelphia, to the use of Congress, if within a
limited period, the seat of the national government
shall be removed to the s.id city of Philadelphia.

91. An act to empower John Wilt, and George
Shettle, executors o\ Paul Wilt, deceased, to pur-

chase a tract of land, in trust for Philip Weldy, Maria
his wife, and her heirs. ^^

92. An act to am*, nd certain parts of an act entitled,

" An act supplementary to the several act?* of this

Commonwealth, concerning partitions, and for other

purposes therein r!"ientioned.

"

93. An act making appropriation for the improve-
ment of the state road, leading from Philadelphia

through West Chester to Strasburg, and also, for

building and repairing of bridges, in Delaware county.

94. An act to dissolve the marriage contract between
Alexander Kerr, and Ruth his wife

95. An act to establish an auction store, in the bo-

rough of Lancaster.

96. An act authorizing a review of the state road,

leading from Blair's Gap, to the w estern boundary line

of the state, so far as the same lies in Armstrong and
Cambria counties.

97. An act confirming the title of James Robeson,
to certain lands therein mentioned.

98. An act to authorize the sale of certain real es-

tate, late the property of James Costilloe, and for other

purposes therein mentioned.

99. An act supplementary to the penal laws of this

Commonwealth.

100. An act to continue an act entitled, " An act to

provide for the inspection of ground black oak bitrk,

intended for exportation.''

101. An act to afford immediate relief to Michael

Drury, a soldier in the revolutionary war, and to grant

him an annuity.

102. An act for the relief of Mary Backhouse.

103. An act granting Robert Hunter an annuity

for life.

104. An act to afford immediate relief to Albright
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Weaver, a soldier during the revolutionary war^ and to

grant him an annuity.

105. An act for annexing part of Northumberland

county to the county of Luzerne.

. 106 A further supplement to the act entitled, " An
act to alter the judiciary system of this Common-
wealth."

107. An act to repeal the act entitled, *' An act to

regulate fences, and to encourage the raising of swine,

and for other purposes, so far as respects the coun-

ties of Washington and Allegheny."

108. An act further to extend the time for patent-

ing lands, and for other purposes.

109. A further supplement to the act entitled, "An
act to regulate arbitrations and proceedings in courts of

justice."

110. An act to prohibit the sale of lands for taxes,

upon which the state has a lien.

111. A supplement to an act entitled, " An act se-

curing to mechanics and others, payment for their labor

and materials, in erecting any house or other buildings

within the city and county of Phil-idelphia."

112. An act for the relief of John M'Conahey.
113. An act for the further establishment and regu-

lation of election districts.

114 An act making appropriations to defray certain

cxpences of government.

115. An act to approve the report of the commis-
sioners, appointed to explore and mark out a road from
the point where the Cosiiecton and Great Bend turnpike

passes through Moosic m.ountain, to the west line of the

state, and for other purposes.

116. An act relating to the association of individuals

for the purpose of bank ing.

117. A further supplement to the act entitled, "An
act for raising county rates and levies.

118. An act for the relief of the trustees of the

Northumberland academy.
119. An act repealing the first section of an act,

supplementary to an act entitled, *' An act that no pub-
lic house or inn within this province be kept ^vithout

licence."
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120. An act dissolving the marriage of Jacob
Mi.yer and Catharine his wife.

12L An act for the rehef of John Cavenouarh.
122. An act for the rehef of the heirs of Christopher

Walthour, senior, deceased.

123. A supplement to the act entitled, " An act to

incorporate trustees for the Meadville academy, and to ,

establish the same."
124. An act to alter a certain part of the line which

divides the counties of Mercer and Crawford.
125. An act for the relief of Edward Cavenoiigh.
126. An act making appropriations for the im-

provement of sundry state roads, in this Common-
vvealth.

127. An act granting an annuity to Jonathan
Guy.

128. An act granting an annuity for the use of John
Maloney.

129. A Supplement to an act entided, " An act for

raising by way of Lottery, the sum of six thousand dol-

lars, for defraying the expences of making an aque- •

duct to conduct water into the town of Meadville."

RESOLUTIONS.

1. A resolution requiring the Secretary of the Com-
monwealth, to cause the act entitled, " An act to alter

and amend the several laws of this Commonwealth,
relative to domestic attachments," to be printed and
distributed to the several counties.

2. A resolution for a further distribution to the

Members of the Legislature, of Carey and Bioren's

edition of the laws.

3. A resolution directing the distribution of the

laws, passed in the first session of the ninth Con-
gress.

4. A resolution enjoining certain duties on the Mas-
ter of Rolls.

5. A resolution for supplying Members of the pre-

sent Legislature, with the eighth volume, and the laws
of the present session.
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6. A resolution directing the distribution of certain

laws, remaining in the Secretary's office.

7. A resolution directing the Secretary of the Com-
monwealth, to publish certain laws in the newspapers.

On motion,

Mr. Brady and Mr. Mitchell were appointed a com-
mittee to inform the House of Representatives, that

Senate is ready to adjourn. And,
After some time,

Mr. Brady reported, That the committee had per-

formed that service.

Mr. Ogle and Mr.' Boileau, a committee of the

House of Representatives, informed the Senate, that

the House of Representatives is ready to adjourn.

Whereupon, on motion,

Senate adjourned.

GEORGE BRYAN,

Cleric of the Senate,

69
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EXPIRATION OF THE APPOINTMENTS OF
THE MEMBERS OF THE SENATE.

1808.

Willmm Pennell^

Joseph Hart,

Christopher Mayer

^

Gabriel Hiester^

James Harris^ '

Joseph Vance.

1810.

John Dorsei/y

Isaac TFayne,

Amos Slaymaker,

JMelchior Rah7n,

James La'ird^

Presley Car Lane.

1809.

Jacob Sommer,
William Lattimorc^

William Miller,

David Mitchell,

Jacob Blocker, *

James Martin,

William M'Arthur.

1811.

Edward Heston,

Jonathan Roberts, jun.

Matthias Gress,

Thomas Campbell,

Ai'chibahl Rankin,

James Brady.

* Mr. Blocher was elected to supply the vacancy occasioned

by the resignation of Henry Wertz, jun.

''In Senate, March 24^, 1808.

"Resolved, That the Clerk cause an abstract of the

report of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, respect-

ing the contracts for improving roads and rivers, to be

entered at the end of the Journal, as an Appendix."

" In Senate, March 28, 1808.

" Resolved, That the Clerk cause the amounts of the

contingent expences of the several offices, to be en-

tered in detail, at the tn^S. of the Journal, as an Ap-
pendix."
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Returns ofthe taxable Inhabitants in the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania, made in pursuance of an Act of the
Legislature, taken from the Report of the Committee
of the House of Representatives, appointed on the
subject.

The City of Philadelphia, •• - 7,813
County of Philadelphia, - - 9,055
County of Bucks, - - - 5,977
County of Chester, - - 7,496

County of Lancaster, - - 9,562
County of York, - - - 5,562
County of Cumberland, - - 4,483

County of Berks, - - - 7,580
County of Northampton, - - 6,353
County of Wayne, - - * - 777
County of Northumberland, - 6,061
County of Washington, - - 5,716
County of Westmoreland, - - 4,374
County of Armstrong, - - 916
Counties of Jefferson and Indiana, - 1,123
County of Fayette, - - 4,454
County of Bedford, - - 2,851
County of Franklin, - t 3,789
County of Montgomery^ - - . 5,626
County of Dauphin, - - 4,779
County of Luzerne, - - 2,730
County of Huntingdon, - - 2,766
County of Beaver, - _ 1,937
County of Allegheny, - - 4,024
County of Butler, - - 1,444
County of Mifflin, - , 2,441
County of Delaware, .

- . 2,554
County of Somerset, . . 1,925
County of Cambria, - . 430
County of Lycoming, - . 2,406
County of Greene, - . 1,911
County of Adams, - . 2,741
County of Centre, - - 1,918
County of Cleurfield, - - 103
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The County of M'Kean, - - - - 13

County of Erie, - - 914-

County of Crawford, * - 1,216

County of Warren,
County of Mercer, - - 1,623

County of Venango, - - 782
County of Potter, - - -

County of Tioga, . - -
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Account of the contingent expenses in the office of the

Comptroller-General, from the 2^th day of February,

1807, until the '2.9ib day of February, 1808, fboth

days inclusiveJ liiz.

1807. ^°"'' ^'*-

April 4. Paid Deitrick He'iss, for postage on

public letters, from January

1st, 1807, 'till March 31st,

following 13 ^2

John R. Matthews, printing

and binding 21 quires of

blank certificates 22 25

2. Jacob Martin, nine month's

and twenty-six days* office-

rent, 164 43

15. Deitrick Heiss, postage on

public letters for 3 months, 12 72 1-2

Geoi-ge Moore, for stationarj^,

viz. Black sand 70

Indian rubber 50

Ivory folder 2,7 1-2

Penknives 80
2 371-2

1. Deitrick Heiss, for postage on

public letters, three months lO 96

16. Christian Snuk, for three quar-

ters of a cord of hickory

wood
^

4 50

20. Andrew Shenour, for sawing

do. and cleaning stove-pipe 1 15

3. Charles Carter, for sawing,

&c. one cord of hickory

wood 90

4. Andrew Keller, for one cord

of wood, sawing, &c. 6 40

11. John Forsyth, for sawing, &c.

one cord of hickory wood 81

23. Isaac PoUinger, for three cords

of hickory wood IS

Matthias Smith, for sawing,

&c. one cord of hickory

wood ^1

Carried forward, S 259 23
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Brought forward^ % 259 23

24. Paid Robert M'Elwee, paid by him
for sundry articles, viz.

^
Screws and twine 14
Sweeping chimneys 20
Boards for files 80
Pencils 38

1 52
1808.

y«/z. 6. Deitrick Heiss, for postage on
public letters, three months 11 84

George Moore, for two blank

books 50
26. John Thompson, for one cord

of hickory wood 5 75
27. John Forsyth, for sawing, &c.

ditto 87 1-2

Teh. 24. James Downey, for cleaning

stove-pipe Z7 1-2

26. Michael Gundacker, for one
bottle of sweet oil 40

g 280 49

Account of disbursements in the Reglster-generaVs office^

from the 1st day of January, 1807, to the Ist

day of January, 1808.

1807. Dolls. Cts.

Jan, 1. Paid D. Heiss, one quarter's post-

age, to this day 5 7o

Thomas M'Graw, for one cord

of wood 6 50
Niel M'Laughlin, for one ditto 6 25
Miles Reiley, for sawing, split-

ting, &c. ditto, 3 83

One quarter's office rent 33 2>Z

April. George Hentzell, for a case for

papers 1

1

Carried forward, S 66 64
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Brought forward, g 66 64

April Paid D. Heiss, one quarter's post-

age, to 1st inst. 10 16
George Moore, for quills 1 50
For an inkstand and pitcher 84
For expenses removing the

office, &c. 2 ^5
William Hamilton, one ream

of paper 3 50
For one quarter's office rent 33 83

Mmj Jacob Johnson, for sta-

tionary, viz.

one journal and led-

ger, super-royal paper,

Russia banded and /

iron backed, 50
one ream Cap paper, 4 25
four hundred quills,

at 1 50, 6
six quires post paper, 2 40

G2 65

October. D. Heiss, for one quarter's

postage, to July 1st, 14
For carriage of books, &c.

from Philadelphia, 75
William Hamilton, for paper,

and printing circular letters, 6

David Beard, for one cord of

wood, 6 25
John Forsyth, for sawing and

piling ditto, 75
For a key for the office door, 33
D. Heiss, for one quarter's

postage, to 1st inst. 10 40
Six month's office rent, to the

1st inst. 66 66

S'286 11
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Account of the contingent expenses of the Treasury^

from January Isty to Zlst December ^ 1807.

1807. Dolls. Cts,

jfan, 3. To cash paid D. Heiss, for postage, 2 79
12. William Gordon, for

splitting wood, 1

Stage-hire and expenses
in going to Philadel-

phia, to settle with
the Banks, 14

D. Heiss, for post-

age, 62
Office rent 12 days, 4 44
William Duane adver-

tising, 11

John Boreman, for re-

cording T. Ryerson's

mortgage to the state, 1 33

^35 18

The above expenses ivere incurred in the time

of the late Treasurer.

Jan. 16.
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Brought forward, % 76 94

'March 14.
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An Account of the expenditures in the office of the

Secretary of the Land-office^ from October 1st, 1806,
^ to October Istf 1807.

1806. Dolls, Cts.

Oct. 3. To cash paid T. Butcher's bill, for

postage, 6 52 1-2

James Clenclenin, 16

8. John Forsyth, 50
29. John Strickler, 5 25

^ov. 5. David Reyner. 25
6. John R. Matthews, 29

12. Marlin Swar, 5 50
14. Marlin S^var, 5 50
17, Samuel White, , 1 50

Michael Gundacker, 3 S3

Is. Andrew Sheinhour, 1

Dec. 10. Sampson Barnett, 8

16. Jacob Hobeker, 5

19. Christian Leib,

24. For sweeping office

chimney, 20
51. For one quarter's office

rent, 53 33
1807.
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Brought forxvardy ^ 339 3 1-2

3Iaij 16. To cash paid Sampson Barnett, 20
postage on public letters

i

sent, 72

July 1. one quarter's ofRce rent ^o 33

2. George Moore, P. M. 6 15

7, ditto. 4 25

Aug. 7. John Getz, jun. 17

24. George and Peter Al-
bright, 1 75

Sept. 21. James Clendenin, 31

postage on public letters,

sent, 30
SO. one quarter's office rent, 33 o3

436 Z7 1-2

An Accoufit of the contingent expenses of the Receher-

general's office^ from the 1st. of Jatmary, 1807, to

the Slst. of December folloivingy (both days in-

clushe.J

1807. Dolls. Cts,

Jan. 4. To cash paid for one cord of hickory
Avood, 6

15. George Moore's bill,

for stationary, 50 10
19. James Mixon, for wood, 6

24. Abraham Quarterman,
*

for ditto, 6

Feb. 6. Henry Miller, for book-
binding, 1 50

y. for vinegar for irk, 7
17. William Kirkpiiltick's

bill for tape, 73

Carried forward^ ij , o 43

4

m^
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Brought forxvardj ig fO 42

Feb. 20. To cash paid William Gordon, for

splitting wood, 2 20
21. J. Gilmore, for sweep-

ing chimneys, 62
25. J. Leib, for wood, 5 75
2r. D. Bollinger, for ditto, 5 75

March 5. A. M'Cload, for saw-
ing ditto, 3 63

20. Samuel White's bill, for

stationary, 5
31, office rent, 33 33

April 3. Deitrick Heiss, forpost-

age on letters, P. S. 70
12, Samuel White's bill,

for paper, wafers, and
quills, 42 48

yune 3. Henry Miller, for book
binding, 24 50

30. office rent, 33 23

July 2. Deitrick Heiss, post-

age on letters, P. S. 6 93
6. George Moore, for sta-

tionary, 8 10
14. William Dickson, for

ditto, 28
22. Henry Miller, for bind-

ing Day-book, 1 50
Sept. 30. office rent, 33 33

Oct, 2. for sweeping chimneys
and stove-pipe, 75

G. Seesholtz, for stove

pipe case, \7

3. George Moore, for

quills, 5 50
7. Deitrick Heiss, for post-

age on letters, P. S. 4 80
14. S. Shoemaker, for one

cord hickory wood, 6 25
15. J. Kesht, ditto, 6

ir. ditto, ditto, 6

Carried forward^ ^ ^55 4
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Brought forxvardf % 335 4

Oct. IT. To cash paid S. Haugenberger, for

one cord 01 hickory

wood, 6
19. ditto, ditto, 6

J. Rtbht, ditio, 6
22. Jacob Shiitt. frr a sweep-

ing brush, 60
Dec. 10. A. M'CU)ud, for saw-

ing wood, 3 20
12. John R. Mathews, for

printing bhmks, 21

14. M. M'Causlin, for al-

tering chimney, 37
31. one quarter's office-rent, 33 33

S411 54
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ACCOUNTS, committee of, 23/121, 137, 225, 298, 472, 500,

511, 522

Actual settlers, petition of, 75, 96, 98, 186, 364, 470,-5///, 528,

Motion to print, 98, 112

Adams County, the proceedings of certain justices of the peace

confirmed, bill, 237, 247, 248, 260, 263, 265

Address to the general government, 12, 52,73,81,82,88,89,
119

Adjournment, temporary, 63, 74

final, 280, 287, 302, 534

Albany and Linn churches. See ''• JVorthamfiton and Berks counties."

Allegheny snd Washington ccunties, respecting fences. See
" Washingt07i conntij."

Ankeny Peter, bill, 286, 301, 318, 320, 332, 420

Appo tionn:ient. See " Refiresentauan."

Appropriations, support ox government, bill, 463, 464, 487,

517, 518, 529, 530, 533

Ai"bitratlon and proceedings in courts of justice, further supple-

ment to the act regulating, 468, 494, 508, 5 17,

519,530,532
Armstrong County, Supplementary to the Act organizing, 446,

470,490,496, 500, 510
Armstrong and Cambria counlies, reviev/ of the state road, from

Blair's Gap through, bill, 473, 475, 492, 496,

499, 511

Arrowsmith's Map, Clerk to procure, 282
.Asaton, John, paition, 6G, 97, 102, bill, 145, 156, '71, 179

193, 255, 279, 497
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A.
Ashton, Samuel, relief of, biil^ 22O, 250, 251, 262, 263, 255
Ackinson, Fhoinas, petition, a.5, 53, 66, 75, IO3, iiH, 2oO, 233,

24.3

Attachments, foreign. Supplementary to the act respecting, 473,

475, 486

BACKHOUSE, MARY, relief of, bill, 446, 469, 492, 5o4

519, 522, 532
Bald-Eagle creek, respecting a hudg^ over, petition, 219, 244,

345
Bank Directors. See " ElectwiiS.''

Uankin^^, to prevent assecia-Licns, Sec. biU, 455, 49^, 505, 51/^

520, 525, 530, 434
Baptist church and congregation, 2d. to incoiporate the, 61//, 79,

85, 86, 93, 94, lo7, 124, 128
Bark, ground black oak, supplement, Sec. 468, 493,504, 5 18,

521,533
Beaver county, respecting the person killed in, 26, 48, 448
Bcdlord borough, lottery for buildin>^ a cl urch and school-house,

bill, 144, I56, 184, 187, I94, I99, 24o, 242
Beeby, Edward, grantir.^ ;i tract of donation land to, bil/, 51,

4! 3, 417, 43o, 438
Berks county, Robinson township, lottery for the Lutheran and

Presbyterian congregations, bill, 213,236,
241, 256, 263, 265

"VVindsor township, tlie title to a certain tract of

land, vested in the joint congregations of ^Lu-

theran and Reformed church of Zion, (5///j

394, 44o, 467, 488, 497, 499, 5 lo

Bern township, the title to a certain tract of land,

veittd in the joint congregations of Lutheran
and Reforn-ied church, i)i.'i, 446, 470, 488, 496,

499, 51o

and Northa::!pton counties, lesptcting iihurches.

fee '• North.^.mpti'n coiintj."
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Blllsj Sec. of Senate, when printed, to be examined,
j^j,

56—of the two Houses, (printed) remaininj^

undecided, to be preserved for the succeedio:'

Houses, 44.0, 452?—from Ploase ot Representa-

tives, no: to be received after a certain doy, 464
Bioren, John, authorized to priwt laws, bill^ 379, 389, 4I3,

4I9, 42 1, 431, 43/
Blair's Gap, road. See ^^ Indiana county^'* lAio ^^ Armstrong and

Cainoria."

Bollin.Lifer, John, &c. petition^ 77, 85, biH, 253, 278, 28!, 2S3
B'>'!k-, cmain, to be procurrc!, jr, jg^ Ijjl, 454j 46-i

BcLichu-re, Augustine, petition^ 324,391
Bii^; de 1'jspei.t. rs, city and county Philadelphia, petition, 353,

362, 4G0
Br.-adh-ad, Daniel, 236
Br\an, Gecr^^r . See ^<- CUr\:'
Bach, r lixubrt; ii, a sum of money granted to, bill^ 3g4, 441,

4-t6, 465, 4S8, 497, 499, 5 10

Buck's c U'lty, HensaleiT) township, respecting an election district,

petition^ 283, bill, 297, (included in the bill

for regulating election districts.)

respecting dogs, pstUion^ 477, bill, 5o2

Burnheatter, John, &.c, petition, 77, 35, ISS

C;

CAMPBELL, THOMAS, petition, 50, 55, bill, ^3,
67, 88, 93

Caaonsburg, borough of, supplement to the act incorporarinp;,

410, 449, 453, 463, 475, 5 1 i

Carlisle fdirs, time of holding, altered, bill, 286, Sol, 31S, 332,

420, 44

J

a lottery for the German Presbyterian and Lutheran

congregations in, bill, 22o, 246, 249, 250, 262,

263, 265

Carson, Febi?ar Ghristisn, change of name sanctioned, /;//',

255, 256, 262, 263 265



INDEX.

V79 -

C2van?.i'2h, Ed'A-ard, petition^ 2l5, IIU, 238, 343, 346, 3;o,

52?, 53], (:33

John, petition,' 2}2, bill, 2-7J, 295, 299 30! 5^;;,

527. 53»' 533
Censu"; of tV.e stat(", 13o. See also, '^ P.epreschtatioji."

Centre comity, iripecting election districts, pttuion, 80, b'tll^

I80, 287, 289
petition, in opposition to the prrceding, 2o8

and Lvcoming couiitits, resnectii>ij the Ba'''-'" ? i^le,

petition, 2 19, 244. 345

Ch.an-.bersbnr?;, lottery for bni'ding- a houfe of public v
1 r'-bip,

6/77, I96, 2I2, 2I3, 216, 237, 28c, 283

Chester county, respecting Dcgs, petition, 1 1, 49, />.//, 85,

I46, 154, I55

E°rl:s and Lancaster counties, rt-sptcuncf a

tiiinplke, /)t-f/n'o?', 80, 87 97 152, I55. I72,

224, 235. See als > •' Turnpihes."

Charch, St. P.tul';, respecting a legacy of John Kebie, petition,

127. See also
'''
Jubn Kcble."

Chib, WilliaT!, iusticeofper.ee, - - I72

Cle:^rfieki countv, commissioners, wages, petilicn, 32O
Clerk, of Senate, chosen, _ _ - j5

isocounts of, - 12 1,225,298,5 12

"Warrants, in favor of, 200, 303, 472, 523
to procure books, 55, 58, I9I, 2I2, 454, 464
to pay the Speaker certain expences incurred

by hill', 404
Columbia lottery, to finish a church at, bill, 35 1, 388, 394,

407, 4I8 439
Commi?sior.ers, ior the sale of Nicholson's lards. See '^ John

Nicholson "

Coramittpe of accaiints. See " Accounts."

Comptroller, and Register-Generals, reports, respecting Luzerne
controvers)', I07, 11^,

I28, 416
accounts of contingent ex-
pen ces of their Cilices, 84,

323,' 530
reports on finances ot ilie

Ccmmonwealth, 30
report respecting road and

river contracts, 346
Connehvilla boro'jgh, respecting tbe hojjs runoing at 'argt.,

petit ici:, £17, bii:, 301,355,357



INDEX,

Constitution of the United States, amendment by Vermont, tf»,

105, 1 io, 163, 21S, 22o,

232, 233
amendment by PcnnsyivtHita,

re^jecting 5;laves, 174)

203, 2i2, 213
ameridment by Verinoin, op-

posed by Delaware, 253
amendiDCDt by Virginia, 321

Contingent expences of certain officers, lo be tntcied at large on

Jdinnal, - - 530
Convention, late, respeciiug the minutes of the, 120

See also " Zacbariab Poulson."

Cosliecton and Great Bend turnpike. Se;" " Ahosic Mountain."
Gostilloe, Jdmes, respecting the propertv of, bill, 446, 605

518, 521, 532
Coulter, Nathan, relief of, bill, 130, 157, ISO, !S8, 197, 209,

210, 217, 218, 240, 242
County rates and levies, further supplement to the act, tor rais-

ing, 152, 183, 208, 295, 299,

517, 526, 530, 532
to amend an act, Sec. bill, 441, 492,

495, 514
Courts, a further supplement to an act, to alter the judiciary-

system, 455, 493, 504, 519, 5i.'2, 532
an act for the advancemeni of justice, kc. 455
arbitration and proceedings, &c. 468, 494, 508, 517,

519, 530, 532
report of the judges of the supreme court, respecting
common law, _ 476

Cox, Thomas, relief of, bill, 154, 170, 171, 174, 183, 196,

198, 201
Crawford county, respecting Muddy creek, petition, 15, 51,

bill, 58, 67, 68, 117, 119, 154, 157, 1S2
commissioners of, respecting a convict, 324

Crookshanic, Andrew, petition, 216, bill^ 241, 255,261
Cumberland county, respecting poor-house, bill, 50, 109, 170,

278, 282, 286, 289, 411,419, 455, 459, 469
Rye township, respecting an elec-

tion district, petition, 59,

bill, 66
petition in opposition to the above,

476
lottery for school-house in Shippens-

burg, bill, 144, 153, 213,

238, 242, 252, 263, 265



INDEX.

~^
•

DAUPHIN COUNTY, (Falmstown) pctiiicn for a lottery,

86, 86,~ 104, bill, 115, 153, 156, 210, 219,

233, 260, 262, 264,
snppleir.cnt to the act, for estiiblisliing a poor-house

in, 220, 247, 248, 260, 263, 264
Debtors, insolvent. See '' Insolvent debtor?,"

Declaration of Independence, read, 5

Defence of frontiers, 68, 72, 78, 83, 216, 251, 251, 265, 273
Delaware state, respecting an amendment to the Constitution of

the United Styles, - 258
Delaware county poor-bouse, further supplement to the act estab-

lishing, - 287, 300, 301, 322, 324
title altered r.nd bill made general, 325, 343

county, respecting turnpike, petition^ ' 330
Department of accounts, &c. committee to inquire ar^d repcrt

respecting alterations in, 23, 58, 268, 333
Dicdrich and Sons, respecting arms, - - - 74-

Dill, Thomas, Repetition, 173, bill, 179, 233, 236, 241,

261, 264
District elections, water-courses, Sec. 48, 180, 237. See liso

" Election dictric:s."

Dogs in Philadelphia, respecting the great number of, 125

Domestic attachments, law respecting. See " Jmu's."

Dorsey, Mr. absent with leave, - - - 214
Drury, Michael, relief of, bill, 440,467,492,503,5 19,521,

532
Duncan, James, Gcc. Brigade-Inspectors, pet. 353, 362, 4G0

EBERInAN, JACOE, - - ~ - .183
Education of childern, under a certain age, bill, 208, 252, 254,

257, 295. See also '> 6V//00/A'."

Elections, return of "Members, - - 3,4,5
Speaker, - _ _ 4

Sergeant and Door-keeper, - - 13, 45

Clerks, . _ , 46, 56



INDEX.

E.
H^

Election districts, reipecting the courts regulating, 48, I80,

Printers, - - - 49, 5

1

Treasurer, - - I09, 112, II5

Directors of Banks, - - I4.3, 1 59,
districts for the further reg-ulation of, bill, 468,

472, 486, 495. 506, 517, 5I9 532
Enumeration of taxable inhabitants of ihc stacf, 73. 547 .^ee

also " Representation.'*

Evans, Cadwalader, &c. commissioners for the sale of Nicholson's

^
lands. See •• John Nicholson,'*

Henry, a justice of the peace, address to remove,

5o9, 5I3, 53I

F.

FAITH, ABRAHAM, petition, - - 296, SOo
Fanetsburgh, to enable certain commisssoners to convey lots of

ground in, bill, I99, 23O, 252, 263, 265
Farmers' and mechanics' Bank, to incorporatt-, petition, I'-p,

329, bill, 350, 4OI, 4II, 4I3, 4I6, 4I8, 421. 4?3,
432, 438

Febiger, Carson, Christian. See '• Christian Febiger Carson.'*

Findlay, William, State Treasurer. See ^* Treasurer.*'

Fisheries, fcc. Courts to regulate, &c. - - 48 I80, 237
Fortney, Vendal, petition^ 77, 86, btlh I52. I97. 20' 209
Frontiers, defence of, 68,72,78, 83, 2l6, 25I, a6l, 265, 273
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' i\r^\r>ryj'^s^\r^'j^f

G.

GENERAL GOVERNMENT, address to, from the General

Assembly, 12, 52, 73, 81, 8^, 88, 119

Assembly of Pennsylvania, representation in, under

the new census. See •' Representation."

German, Reformed congregation, Germantown, authorized t6

sell, he. bill, 87, I02, I05, 111, 119, I24, 128

Governor, Messages froni, returning resolution respecting com-
mon law, and bill respecting department of accounts,

disapproved, I5, 2I

address to the two Houses, 24, referred, 46, 48
Message from, returning domestic attachment, bill,

30
message from, with documents referred to in his ad-

dress, - - - 30
messages from, with bills approved, 70, 79, 128,

181, 201, 241, 264, J82, 439. 468, 5o9, 531. 534
message from, respecting ihc militia, - 7I

message from, with resolutions from Vermont, I05,

requested to call on the Luzerne commissioners tor

certain information, I05, 112, II4, I33, I48

message from, respecting the Great Bend, and Coshec-

ton, turnpike, 230

message from, respecting Virginia proposition to

amend the constitution of the United States, 32I

message from, respecting public arms, &c. 34

1

Graydon, William, respecting, " Justices and Constables assis-

tant,' 114, 118, 122, 214, 289

Greer, William, - - - I2, 51,75 472

Great-Britain, respecting the outrages, &c. 10, 52, 73.

See also *' Addr.ess."

Gress, Mr. absent with leave, - - I9*

Grimier, Henry, - - - I2, 5I, 262

Guy, Jonathan, pet. 304, bill, 333, 389, 391, 529, SSj. 533

Gwyne, Joseph, a tract of donation land gra:Hed to., bill; I30,

137, 180, 188, 196, 202, 2lz, 217, 240, 243



INDEX. il

H.

HAMILTON, WILLIAM, - - 522
Hugh, - - 522

Hamm, Samuel, marriage of, dissolved, bill, 423, 458, 462,

468, 475, 510
Hanover, in the county of York, turnpike from, to Maryland line.

See " Turnpikes."

lottery, for finishing a church in the town of,

bill, 212, 217, 219, 229, 245, 255, 263,

265
Hare, P. John, the change of his name sanctioned, oiU, 87, 98,

102, 117, 124, 128
Harrisburg, incorporation, altered, bill, 123, 129, 133 138. 145,

157, 183

canal, petition, 277, bill, 297 350, 388
Hart, Adam, - - 11, 55, 60, 67, 72
Health laws, - - -. 48, 445
Heckcrt, George, - - - 522
Helmbold, George, - - , - 522
Hcston, Mr. dissent to the bill for preventing masquerades,

205, 207
Heverstrite, Jonas, the administrators of, authorized to convey

a lot of land, bill, 410, 458, 460, 468, 475,

510
Hollback, Peter, - - - 11

Horse races, respecting the evil practice of, pet, 125, hillf

147, 197, 244, 252, 258

Huton, John, relief of, bill, \7\, 214, 217

I.

JENNIN&S, BENJAMIN, the depreciation of the pay of, 3///,

446, 47o
Irabody, Adam, respecting the estate of, bill, 241, 276, 45q
Improvement of the state, bill, 356, 363, 380, 389, 402, 40^

411, 418, 420, 4^^-
Indexes to the Journals, distribution of, - 353, aa^

Index td the Journal of the present session, -
225
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I

Indiana county, court of quarter sessions of, authorized to di-

rect a review of thai part of the road leading

from Blair's Gap, &c. bill, 144. 153, 162,

170, 196, 198 202
Insolvent laws, supplement to, 462, 474, 489, 496, 4-9 5 10

Johnston, Francis, - - - 50, 276, 391
Journal of the Senate of the United States, - 11

Pennsylvania, additional copies to be
printed, - 53

ejamination of, when completed, 53
and laws of last session, respecting the

delay in printing, &-, . 57, 58. 87. 139,

189, 198. 206 215 354, 414
Island in Delaware, the title to, confi metl m certain pei>oi<s bill^

130, 131, 138, 142, 154, 157, 182
Islands in Ohio, &c. - - . 51

Judges of the supreme court, report concerning common law, 476
Judiciary, Pennsylvania, 48, 275, btll, 455, 493,504,5 19,

522, 532
United States, amendments to, proposed. See " Con-

stitution."

Juniata river, Little, declared a public highway, bill, 379,

448, 45'3', 463. 475, 511

Justice, for the advancement of, 8cr. bill^ 455

Justices of the peace, complaints against, 47, 172, 231, 388

K.

KEBLE, JOHN, respecting a house and lot devised, to St.

Paul's church by, bill, 237, 254. 261, 283,

290, 420, 439
Kerl, Catharine, respecting land sold by bei latf husband to

William Young, petition, 14, 49, bill^ 57,

68, 94, 97, 102, 104, 29O, 299, 332, 420,
439

Kerr, Alexander, marriage of, dissolved, bill, 393, 428, 450

454, 463, 498, 511



INDEX. liJ

K.

Koockooyaei, Samuel, a tract of donation land e^ranted to, bill^

123, 127, 133, I38, I5I, I57. I82

Kutztown, to be incorporated, patitioriy 35o, bill, 380, 459,
46*2

L.

LACKAWAXEN CREEK, part of, declared a public K^^M-
way, bill, K?0, I38. I42 I54. I57 182

Lancaster borough, to amend the incorporation, )f, ptt H'-ru ^32,

bill^ 236, 278, 448
establishment of an auction sr. re n, /'///,

473, 474, 489 496. 499, 511

Land-Officers, Sec. committee to inquire respecting, 23, 58,

268. 333

reports from Secretary, &c. of the, 38, 58,

71, 268
to prevent the clerks from arting as agfi-nts

in, &C. bill^ 214,252,254 258
supplement to the act diie-ctin^ the niod- of

setiling accounts in, bill^ 286, 292 2g7j
319, 321, 326, 330, 351, 356, 358, 3'"^3,

364
Land, to extend the time of patentinr, bill., 462, 471, 473,

497, 507, 519, 521. 532
for the sale of vacant, bi /, 490, 497
on which the state has a lien, not to be sold for taxfs,

bill, 49O, 495, 506, 517, 519, 530, 533
Latrobe, H. Benjamin, - - - - 74
LawSf respecting such as expire, - - 23, 173

respectint; the publication, - - 48
certain members, &c. to be supplied with, 51, 56. 60,

67, 70. 71

respecting domestic attachments distributed, 53, 56
63, 68, 70,71

and Journals, delay in printing, 6cc. 57, 58, 87, 139

189, 198, 206, 215, 354,414
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L
Laws, printing of, - . - 85, 96

of the United States, respecting cVistribution of, I24,

I38, I44, I5I, I57, 182

in the German language, how distributed, Init^ 4I4, 44. 1

,

447, 465, 487, 496, 499, 5 10

in German, 2d volume, respecting, 6;//, 490, 498

i to be printed by John Bioren. See '^ John Btoren."

publication of, in newspapers, 85, 96
8th volume, 8cc. resolution, 490, 498, 5I9, 522, 532
in Secretary's Office, reepecting the distrihutiop of, -fcso-

luiton, 509,520,522,525,500,531,533
certain to be published, in newspapers, 529, 530, 531,

534
supplement to the act respecting foreign attachment, 475,

475, 486

Library of the General Assembly, 54, 60, 154, 247
Liens on houses, &c. See *' Mechanics.''^

John Niiholson'i^ lands. See ''John Nicholson."

Lutheran evangelical cangregaiion St. John's, incorporated, bill,

86, 95, 113, 123, 126, 130, 137, 157, 182

Luzerne controversy, tcmmit;ee to inquire, Hrd leport vhat fur-

ther provision. &c. 72, bill, 81, 86, 88, 92

Commissioners, certaip irforrration cpIUf 1' vesfecting

the, 95, 103, 105, lc7, 112, 118, 128, I33, 142, 146,

148, 395,413, 4I6, 4.77

County, part of Nortbumbtrlai a attached to, bill^

473,495,507,519, 522, 53?

MAHONING CREEK, BIG, declared a public highway, bill,

255, 275, 278, 29I, 420, 44O

Maloney, John, petition, 3O4, bill, 363, 428, 438, 527, 53O,

531, 533

Marshall, Joseph, and William, authorized to si-H, Sec. bill, 162,

196, 202, 208, 217, 240, 242

Masquerades, to prohibit, bill, 196, 204, 212, 218, 240, 242
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Master of Rolls, certain duties enjoined on, 9I, 98, I90, 208,

24©, 242

Mayer, Jacob, for a divorce, petition^ 163, iiii^ 253, 287,

289, 293, 49I, 527, 53!, 532
Mayerstown, a lottery for a school-house, petition, 2I6, bill,

257, 299, 345, 346, 380, 420, 440
M'Conohey, John, relief of, biUf 394, 497, 489, 49 1, 503,

509, 3I9, 52I, 532
M'CorkIc, William, „ _ - 522
M'Gormack, William, a tract of donation land granted to, bill^

II7, II9, 146,161, I70, 232,236,243,252, 260, 263, 264
M'Dowel, Charles, - - - 522

M'Guire, Archibald, petition, - - - 247, 47

1

Meadville academy, respecting the trustees of, petition, I45,

bill, 283, 343, 346, 527.; ^29, 58!
lottery for the aqueduct, supplemenc to the act res-

pecting, 237. 275, 277, 503, 511, 530, 531, 533
Mechanics and others, supplement to the act, tor securing pay-

ment of the labor, &c. of, 4lo, 448, 456, 460,

509, 3I9, 322, 532
Members' pay, - - - 5oo
Mercer county, Pymatunhig township, respecting election dis-

trict, petition, 84

and Crawford counties, respecting the county lines,

petition, 147, billt 288, 332, 343, 527, 530, o31, 533
Milne, Edmund, - - - - 47
Militia, - . _ 48,199,231,448

supplement to the act, for the regulation of, 41o. 443,

444, 4i7, 454, 46O, 491, 499, .09
Milldams, &c. See " water courses."

Miller, Mr. absent wsth leave, - - 288
Mitchel, William, respecung city lots. bill, 282, 288
Montgomery county, Lmienck township, lottery tor a ciiuicli,

bill, 162, 185, 188, 195, 199, 206, 240 242
Moorhead, William, for a tVrry, pctiiwn, 57. 6^ 62 67^ 93,

li/, i24, 128

Moosic Mountain, road through, bill, 473, 495, .i2(; 525,528,
j2'\ S30, 533

Morris, John, Dr. of York borough, memoriai, 173, 200, bilt^

248, 2? 6, 5O3

Morris, John, a tract of donation land granted fo, biL. iSO,

I37, 243, 245, 256, 260, ^6^, 265

Moyamensing, certain powers granted, 8cc. bill, 468, 4./4,"-i89,

496, 499, 509
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M.
Muddy creek, in the count-v of Crawford, declared a public high-

way, bill, 58, 67, 68, 117, 119, I54, 157, 167,182

N.

NEES, ADAM, the real estate of, exonerated from a lien,

which the state is supposed to have, Sec. billy

4I4, 429, 44O, 445, 455, 45y, 469
Newmanstowti, Dauphin connty, tor a lotteiy, petition, 445
Newspapers for Members, - - . Ij

respecting the publication of the laws in, 85, 96
certain laws to bt- published in. See " Laws."

Nicholson, John, formerly t^omptioller-GeneraU respecting fhe

sale of tl,e liens of the state on the lands of,

supplement to the act respecting, 36I, bill,

363, 380, 391,40.6,441, 443, 459, 469
Norris, James, a tract of donation lard grzuttd to, bill, 83,

96, 126, 129, I45, 182

Northampton and Bfrks counties, Albany tind 1 inn townships,

resprcting a tract of land, btli, I37, 175, 183,

19», 20l_

county, Whitehall township, respecting a lottery

fo. a church, bill, 162, 175, 177,"" 183, 186,

193, 196, 199, 205, 240, 242

Northern Liberties, respecting a division for election purposes,

47
Northumberland county, respecting roads, - 47

academy, 47, 189, bill, 200, 292, 294, 298,

525,530, 531, 533

county, Derry township, respecting an election

district, - 47, 354, 35f

county, lottery for Shamoken meeting-house,

bill, 83,94,97, 117, I24, 128
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O.

OLMSTEAD, GIDEON, memorialt • I25

P.

PALMIRA, or PAHLMSTOWN. See " Dauphin county,''

Pancoast, Scth, respecting the estate of, bill, 281. 29 1 344,
346, 357 363. 364

Partitionsi supplement to the act respecting, 414, 442, 446, 453,
463, 475. 5 i 1

Patterson, John, petition, 65, ^'^A 14-5, 161

Penal laws, supplement to, 473, 495, 5O7, 5 18, 522, 332
Pennsylvania Hospital, - - - 159
Penrose, Jonathan, formerly sheriff of the city and county o£

Philadelphia, estate of, exonerated, 6i/l^

4I0, 428, 437, 455, 459, 467
Petitions, respecting the time of presenting, - eo
Philadelphia, respecting the corporatioo powers of, 50

Bank, respecting branches, bill, 5I, 256, 28 1^

284, 28$
respecting dogs, petition, I52
respecting turnpike to the state of Uelaw.ne^

petition, 330, bill, 355
victuallers of, petition, 4.'?7 486

Pittsburg, lottery for a chorch in, petition, 293, bit' ^^'7,

344, 347, 35a
Pocono mountain, respecting road over, petition, 80, 288. 495
Poor-houses, supplement to acts respecting, 325, 3^.3

Potts, Stacy, junior, Assistant Clerk, 56
Poulson, Zachariah, - - 120, 1 27, I3I, I 39
Powder magazine, Philadelphia, appropriation f >r ti.. fini^jlim. f,

petition, 121, b:li, 183,189,200,768, ^74,

278, 280, 282
President of the United States, 64. See also '* Address. '

Printers, - - - 11,12,47,228,472,
Printing, respecting delay in. See " Journals^ ^f ."
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Index.

QUAKERSj icspectiiig militia laW} memorial^ 36^

RAMBO, ANN, 2s.c. respecting a tract of land, sold by Abra-
ham Rambo, (sii'Ce tiect-ased) to Wi'iain
Bailey, petition^ I4, till^ 48^51.52,62,

69, 70
Receiver-General, 126, See also, '^ Land Offcts."^

Regit'ier-Grneral, 84. See also, ^^ Comptrolif 'deneral."

Renis, supplement u- the act respeciinf;. 42^ 458,463. 486,
49I, 502, 508, 5I3, 5I4, 5«9, 523* 527, 529

Representation, in tl.c Gfn.-raJ Ass«-n.bly onder th las' ctmust
bill, 293, 297, 302, 3l8j 320, 348, 394, 4II,

4I9, 420, 439
Revenue, bills originating in Senate, for the raisii ^ bt. nit 11-

siiuttionaU 42!
Riddle, John, petition^ - - - 15

Ridgway, Dillaplain, relief cf, billy I85, 204, 208, 2j8, 240,

242
Roads and Rivers, respecting the contracts for the iniprovei i nt

of, under former appropriations, 347, 349,
4 I 7, 464

improvement of. See *' Improvement oj the

State.'*

from Blair's Gap, 8cc. See ^^ Indiana covnty."

for the improvement of sundry statr, iill^

456, 493, 494, 5I4, 523, 528, 529,

531' 533
j

through Armstrong, &c. See " Armstrong
|

and Cambria counties,'*

appropriation for improving certain, 111 the „

Vfestern counties, supplement to, 47 1, 474, |

Robeson, James, respecting the title to a certain tract of iHiid,

bill, 4I0, 457, 463, 486, 497, 499, 5II j

Alexander, petition, 45, 4.9, 6I, I39, I43

Robinson township church. Sec " Berks coimtj>'[
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R»

Holl, calling of, disconfinued in Senate, . -

Rulrs of- loing business brcvveen the two Houses,

Rummc-1, Frederick, relief of,
r/'fV

Kudizel, Jacob, &c. See '' Catbannt Ktri:

19o

29, 46
4I0, 44j^

SCHOOLS, rrspectin^, 48, bill, 97, 1?-% ^55' ^^a, I7I1 208,

348, 352, 356, 358. 389^ 3?l. 430, 450

SchuvlkU, Falls, for the bn.!<iing a biidge at, bill, 1 56, 184,

200, 209, 211,213^233,, 252, 263, 265

Secretary of the land office, power of sign.ng patents extended,
•'

bill, 69, 73» 74j 79

report of, respecting Luzerne com-

missioners, 99

of the Commonwealth, respecting

complaints, against justices of the

peace, 47, I72, 23O, 388

respecting the Luzerne commis-
sioners, 395

respectirg tlip contracts for ihe im-

provement of Roads, Sec. 4I7

Sharp, Daniel, &c. Brigade Inspectors, of the city and county
^'

' ^ Philadelphia, 353, 362

Sherman, George, - -
_ 7-77 1 1"^,

Shippensburg, lottery for a school-housc in, bul, M4» '3^

Shockey, Christian, petition, 70, 92, 111, I27' ^^''' ^32. 'SW
152, 155, 35I, 455' 459' 409

Slaves, respecting the importation of, 174' ^03, 2U

Smith, H. S. - - "
, „. o xl,

Smyth, C. W. printer, - - \'' V' "!TrH
Snowden, Thomas, relief of, Z>/7/, 290, 323, 326, 33I, ZH^ 34«'

'
420, 439

26I
Som.:^er, TvTr. absent with I^ave, -

. /
Somerset county, Somerset township, resnertur^ a title to s.x.y

acres of land, biU, 63, 72> 7^; ^S) ^n ^fv
12 9
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ur^>>•^^,y^/>^^>^y.*

s.

Somerset county, respecting southern route turnpike, petition,

444
St. John's church, Philadelphia. Sec " Lutheran church." .

St. Paul's church, a;, (John Keble's legacy.) See also ^^ John
Keblc.''

State-house, Philadelphia, respecting the removal of the seat of
the national government, biil^ 379, 458, 462, 468,

498,511
btevenson, George, memorial, I47, bill, I73, 217, 219, 275
Stroud, Jacob, respecting a contract made with, bill, 4I4, 442,

445' 4SS' 459, 469
Surveyor-General, - - '99

to cause re-surveys of, certain donation lands,

bill, 390, 449, 456., 461,
Supreme court, judges of, report respecting common Jaw, 476

T.
TAVERN LICENCES, respecting, bill, 21o, 25O, 276, 277,

503, sU, 526, 531
Thompson, Charles, further relief of; bill, 15!, I54, I59, I7I,

I75, I78, 182, I85, I98, 20I
Tinmen, 8cc. Philadelphia, petition, lc4, 448
Tioga county, trustees appointed for, bill, I02, lU, 113, II6,

124, I37, 157, I82

Treasurer, state, - - - 92, 116

certain duties enjoined on, hill, 255, 276, 278,
280, 282

Treasury, h.z, departments, committee to examine, &C. 38, 58,

268,*333

Turnpikes, subscription to certain, hill, 50, 72, 83, 45O

See also " Improvement of the state.'*

companies, to examine into certain powers of, 59,

118, l'2o, I3I, I36

Easton and Wilkesbarre, report of, - 76
Gerraantown, &c. report of^ - - I32

in Chester county, from Randal Malin's store, Sec.

pedtiori) 80, 87, 97, 152, dillt lS9i 230, 249,

25S
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T.
Turnpikes, Frankford, &c. to allow further time fot completing,

bill, 185 189, 192, 203, 209, 212, 217, 240, 242
Hanover to Maryland line, dlll,]183, 214, 243, 248,

256, 260, 262, 264
Cheltenham, See. report, of, . ^ - 280
Chesnut-Hill, Sec. ditto. - '

_ 34^}
United States, - . ' 344, 353^ 355
Philadelphia, to line of Delaware state, petition^ 330,

- bill, 253
York and Wright's ferry, supplement, 380, 457, 461,

491, 499, 510
Philadelphia, by Chad's ford, towards Baltimore, bill,

380, 419, 421, 431, 437*

Perkiomen Bridge, to Reading, bill, 393, 414, 422,

A farther supplement to the southern route, Pitts-

burg, 423, 449

U
Ul^FINISHED BUSINESS, „ 23, 47, 50
Uniootown Academy, bill, 138, 148, 152, 155, 170, 174, 177,

„ . , „ ,

' 183, 196, 198, 202
United States, address to the government of. See «' Address."
Universalist church, lottery for, bill, 162, 175, 176, 184, 195,

rr 1 cr , ^^S> 201
Updcgraff, Martin, authouzed to establish a ferry, bill, 446,

467, 488, 496, 499, 510

''ENANGO, supplement to the act organizing the county of,

423, 4S3, 437, 491, 493, 500, 5 10
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V.

Virginia, amendment to the constitution of the United St.^^.,

propcstd by the state of,

/y i

„, »r T trvTOATipiPTr CREEK, declared a public bighwa^i

Walthour, Chr.toper, -^--^
^^^
-^

3^^^ l^'^-, ^^
"' » 331 533*

,, ,-
, r f f ^'^^ ^^°' "^^^^ '

Wann, Michael, reliet ot, ' „ ,^-r
'

Washington county, respecting horse races,^

^f^^'j^JJ!'./.:'
.:

J

and Allegheny counties, '"ptaing fences,;

bill, 490, 498, 508,519,521, 533

48, 180, 2o7
Watercourses, 5cc. 324,332, 343
Waters, Jan^es, tor the relief of, bUly 2o., 2o5, .24,

^^^ ^^^

44
Wavne, Mr. absent with leave. "

WeL.'r, Albngh., relief of, «//, «0. 497, 508, 5|9, 5.1, 5.

^srh?varn:::r^c. ,.,•.».., r;, s., *.•«, ^^s, .-/s, =>=^.

Weldy, Philip, &c. *.«, 4aO,45r,«l,46S, 500 51.

VVertz, Henry, jSKior, l«e a mtmber, -

^.^

West Ch..«r, for <!•^ '""rP"" '""
fo9 413 «'. ^^l, 437,

church. n, i.«, ""•
^°'3'/;e3', 468, «5, 511

and Strasbur, road, *'«,
_

414, 4=9, 44i

Whitehall church. See ".¥„.«».»?'»""»«> ^_ ^^.^^ ^,,

White, lames, petilion, 300, i".
156, ISi

Wilkelblre, lottery for a church, £tc.
''^Jf^^^'^lll^, 2*

Wilson, Willi amj



INDEX. S3

Wilson, John,
Windsor township church. See ^^ Berks county^*

Wireman, William, &c. See ^' Thomas DilL'\

Wool, - - £4, S9, 441
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